THE BEST IS YET TO COME

#11 Living On Purpose
March 29th, 2009 – Revelation 6

Would you agree with me that after 10 weeks in Revelation that this is a very practical book? There are blessings for hearing  & heeding of God’s Word. Encouragement when we face trials. Hope for the church to overcome the world’s terminating influences which would prevent Christ’s light from shining in a dark world.  We have spent the last two weeks getting a glimpse of heaven. Chapter four reminds us to stay focused on Jesus when things are falling apart. It’s a choice. Chapter five holds the KEY to unlocking the entire book of Revelation. We see a scroll that has seven seals. This is God’s last will and testament. There is a continual unscrolling of God’s WILL for our lives and the planet we live on. We are challenged to never underestimate the power of the cross & the power of prayer as we live out His will NOW in our daily lives. Very practical! Very timely for the times in which we live!
Follow along as I read chapter six. Today’s passage is probably what most people think about in Revelation.  Jesus begins to break the seals on the scroll and the judgments of that WILL begin to unfold for planet earth. This was not God’s original plan for our planet. God is not retaliating because of sin, but it’s a punishment deserved based on the law of sowing and reaping called retribution. The overall purpose is the cleansing of sin. This cleansing process covers chapters six through eighteen. Final four chapters describe the results of this victory over sin and death.
WE NEED A LIGHT BULB REVELATION
Revelation Becomes Confusing By Taking A Linear Approach. Part of the KEY to understanding Revelation that I hope you will fix in your mind for chapters 6 – 18 is to remember a simple concept that will keep things from getting fuzzy. Ever struggle with something in school or life and all of a sudden you thought, Now I got it. Now I understand. Why didn’t I see that before?  We call it the LIGHT BULB coming on. I have one for us. Are you ready? Revelation becomes confusing if we take a linear approach to John’s visions. Trying to neatly arrange each one in the order in which they occur. We may do this when we are traveling to a certain destination (point A to B). John sees a series of visions of the same event seen from different perspectives.
Have you ever watched a championship game such as the Super Bowl Thirty Two? A T.V. crew captures all the action of a single sporting event by using multiple cameras. You see different views of the same game, but all views are occurring simultaneously. In a similar way Revelation captures all the action of the End Times from several different angels. Many people have misunderstood this part of Revelation. Many have tried to place vision after vision in sequential order. This approach leaves room for much confusion.  When you see these events occurring simultaneously the entire end time event comes clearly into focus. One begins to recognize that each vision provides a different perspective on the same End Time events. The book of Revelation was not given for us to speculate. It was not given as a book to discuss over coffee because it would be fun to guess about future events. It was meant to be very practical for the times in which we live as well. Has the LIGHT BULB gone on for anyone this morning? 
What Kind of People Ought You to Be?  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming  (2 Peter 3:10-11). I believe we are to be people of purpose. We are issued a challenge. Not to fear the future, but to be confident in the one who holds our future in the palm of His hand! Today’s message is Living On Purpose when times are difficult!
How many would agree with me that we live in difficult times? Somebody said, If you don’t learn to laugh at trouble, you won’t have anything to laugh at when you are old. Having a sense of humor is healthy.  Someone observed that if you have a lot of tension and you get a headache, do what it says on the aspirin bottle: Take two aspirin and keep away from children. I like to say: Take two Gos –pills and call me in the morning. We can live each day with purpose and confidence that comes through Christ! A couple had a child later in life. The father jokingly told others that he would be in a nursing home by the time she graduated from high school. One day she said, Mom, dad is always saying he will be in a home when I graduate? Can I have the car then? That’s a young lady with purpose and maybe a little attitude also. Let’s look at three attitudes for living on purpose.
THREE ATTITUDES FOR LIVING ON PURPOSE
I Am Going On A Mission . I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard one of the four living creatures say in a voice like thunder, Come! (Revelation 6:1). One of these incredible creatures around the throne announces something profound. Remember in chapters four and five these four creatures are bowed in worship before the throne of God saying, Worthy is the Lamb who was slain. Here, however, the creatures are not bowed toward the throne; they are turned toward John. Isn’t that interesting? They pause from worship to speak to John as well as you and me. There is something that you need to capture. Something is going to happen in your world, come and see, what is ahead for your world!  Did you pick up the significance?
There is a turning from worship to mission. Let that sink in. It’s not only about the worship of the Lamb. It’s about the mission for the lamb that is being established and released. I am a TGIS pastor. Thank God It’s Sunday. It’s wonderful being with other believers on Sunday to worship, hear God’s Word, have our sins forgiven, receive the body and blood of Christ, holy hug or handshake during or after service, lifting up prayers to the throne of grace and being encouraged to live out the Baptismal covenant we have by grace through faith. That’s awesome. The goodies after service aren’t bad either by the way. Sharing how the week went over a cup of coffee, or telling the joys of life as well as its sorrows. Some are even in groups during the week. All of this is part of Christian community. 

That is only one half of the coin. The purpose of the first half is to receive the grace of God and be built up in our faith so that we have a sense of the great mission opportunities that are available to us each day. That is the attitude we must capture in chapter six through eighteen. It’s an attitude that says, I am going on a mission for Jesus today!
Impression minus expression leaves you with spiritual depression. Impression plus expression leaves you with spiritual satisfaction. When we get filled up on the grace and love of Christ but fail to express that in tangible ways to others we are left with a sense of emptiness. When we get filled up on the grace and love of Christ and express that in tangible ways to others we are left with a sense of satisfaction and fulfillment. Which describes you best?
Does the name Knute Rockne ring a bell with anyone? He was a legendary football coach at Notre Dame until his tragic, early death in an airplane accident. The team was the powerhouse of the nation in the late 1920s and the 1930s. After the team rolled up one victory after another, the renowned sportswriter of that era, Grantland Rice, wrote a phrase that is quoted to this day by people who know the game. He penned the following words after another victory with Notre Dame’s remarkable backfield and four players who were the strong front line: Under a gray October sky, the four horsemen rode again. Just as this team devastated opponents so the four horseman of the apocalypse will bring devastation to the earth as they ride. The first four seals describe riders on four horses (Zechariah 6). A white horse conquering (vs.2) followed by a red, black, and pale horse which describe all kinds of devastation in the form of war, famine and death (vs.3-8). Today we see war, famine,  and death all around us!
Jesus is sending out a wake – up call to be alert to the times in which we live. Come and see the wonderful mission opportunities that are before you each day. Every day we are given an opportunity to adopt the attitude: I am going on a mission for Jesus today! By your grace I have been called into your kingdom as a baptized child of God. You paid the price for my sins on Calvary’s cross. Your grace, mercy, and love is what compels me to take up my cross and follow you today. I’m available. Whatever woes, difficulties, or challenges we find ourselves in today personally, nationally, or economically, they are nothing compared to the needs in the world around us. The breaking of the seals is not something that takes place in the distant future; it is not something that took place in the past; it is something that is opening during the age we are living in NOW! It is an era in which a number of things are happening, as this scroll outlines, which will one day reach its final climax and conclusion. In light of that climax what manner of people ought we to be? A sense of mission should be first and foremost attitude in our minds as we respond to His grace!
I Am Living As A Conqueror. There are many descriptions of the church in the Bible. Orphans who have been adopted into God’s family with all the rights and privileges of a natural born son or daughter.  Most of us can relate to the family concept. There is no perfect family. For some there are more good memories than bad. For others like Flash from the Truth Project there is nothing but bad memories.  But it also describes us as being soldiers in an army. That might be a little bit more difficult unless you were in the military. The reality is that we are in a war. Every day we do battle against Satan, the world, or our own flesh. I am reminded of a quote: Lord, lead me not into temptation I can find it all by myself. We are in a war. Every day we face new battles and challenges that test our faith and relationship with Jesus Christ.
A second attitude we need is I am living as a conqueror. The rider on the white horse holds a bow, was given a crown, and rode out to conquer. In the Bible, a white horse symbolizes conquest. A bow is a symbol of power and warfare, and a crown symbolizes dominion. Most commentaries offer two points on this. Some identify the rider as Jesus. In chapter nineteen Jesus himself will return as the ultimate champion on the white horse. The argument against this being Jesus is made by those who say, Why does He have a bow in His hand instead of a sword? Why does He have one crown instead of many crowns as described in chapter nineteen? Others see it as sinful people’s conquering spirit, lust for power, and desire to dominate other people which seems to fit the context of the other three horses (Division, Depravation, and Death) One day Jesus the ultimate champion will return. Till then we are called to live as conquerors and those who overcome in this world.  
Paul said, No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life…the present nor the future, nor any powers, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our LORD (Romans 8:37-39). John put it this way: …for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God (1 John 5:4-5). I am more than a conqueror through Him who loves me. That is an attitude that will put a smile on your face and a skip in your step.
While there is a promise of triumph and victory in the Christian life it is not a superficial triumphalism. There is a difference between triumphalism and the ultimate triumph promised us in Christ. Triumphalism is a constant victory without battles and casualties. Some people have the notion that we are supposed to have ceaseless strings of victories. Reality check. There is no such thing as a victory without a battle. There is no such thing as a battle without casualties. The idea that the Christian life should just be a bowl of cherries misses the point. There are a few pits along the way. The difference here is that triumphalism is the notion that there is no such thing as pits (trials, struggles, or casualties) in the pathway toward the fruitful Christian life (cherry). True triumph is victory at a cost. Sometimes lives are lost. Just ask those martyrs from the fifth seal (vs. 9-11) who have died for their faith. They cry, How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood? Close to 100 million in the 20th century were martyred, more than all other centuries combined. That number is higher than all the wars in the 20th century combined. As the numbers continue to grow the reply comes back: wait a little longer, until the number…who were to be killed as they had been was completed. People die for their faith.
Martyrdom is a spiritual gift that you can exercise only once in your life. Since we are looking each other in the eye this morning that is one pit we have not had to face, yet, anyway. What pits are you facing this morning? How do you respond to life’s pits? Is yours the attitude of:  I am more than defeated and there is no hope in sight. Then your living what I call the Eyore Christian life. Nobody likes me everybody hates me I think I will eat some worms. If that’s you then your eyes are on your fleshly nature which always leads to a negative and defeated attitude. Or is it the attitude: I am more than a conqueror through Him who loves me. Then you’re living what I call the Tiggerr Christian life. Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds… the testing of your faith develops perseverance…so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. (James 1:2 -4). That is the second attitude for living with purpose:  I am more than a conqueror through Him who loves me!
I Am Keeping A Proper Perspective. The sixth seal describes a great earthquake (vs. 12-17). The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place (vs.14). This earthquake is more than a seismic event. Every island and mountain moved out of place. There are five mentions of earthquakes in Revelation referring to the same event from different perspectives. This is not simply a buildup of forces of tectonic plates (movement and collision of gigantic rock plates floating on the earth’s layer of molten rock) followed by an explosion in some location. The earthquake on December 26th, 2004 was a magnitude 9 earthquake off the west coast of northern Sumatra which sent devastation to 11 nations and claimed the lives of 300,000 people from 53 countries. NBC Nightly News anchor, Brian Williams, opened his program one evening by saying, What is mother earth trying to tell us? This was in the context of that earthquake which generated  the tsunami. There was also wicked weather all over America in early January and three volcanic eruptions in Guatemala. Remember that? 
This final earthquake is a cosmic event that changes the face of  planet earth. It’s interesting to me that as we approach this time in the history of our planet, the world of science has come to some of the same convictions. Hollywood is catching up with the scientific research and producing movies such as Deep Impact & Armageddon. The question is not if but when an asteroid or a comet will strike our planet. So far more than 400 earth-orbit-intersecting asteroids have been identified. That means there is a point that their orbit intersects ours. 
The good news is that all of them so far don’t have a projected time when an orbit intersection would occasion a collision. However, a few years ago an asteroid passed within 65,000 miles of earth. In cosmic language that is called a bullet burn – having your scalp grazed. I mention it because we live in a time when the world is waking up to the fact that this is real. Our planet won’t be around forever. If you happen to see the Hollywood version like Armageddon or see the latest natural disaster on T.V. just remember that we have HEARD IT HERE FIRST in the inspired pages of God’s Word. Jesus has a message for us today.  I am keeping a proper perspective during difficult times. 
Read Matthew 24 & Luke 21 sometime before you go to bed this week. It will not take very long.  You will be reading about what Jesus told his disciples during Holy Week. He was on the Mount of Olives and the disciples had  questions about the sign of His coming and of the end of the age. Jesus began to spell it out in what is called the Olivet Discourse. Jesus was saying, Do not get discouraged by what you see coming. Do not be weighed down with the cares of this world. This gospel of my kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come. Jesus goes on to mention wars, famines, earthquakes, and all kinds of disasters. Jesus is reminding us that the roots of hope and joy can never find their fullest nourishment in the soil of planet earth.
The May 1984 issue of National Geographic displayed color photos and drawings of the volcanic destruction that wiped out the Roman cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum in A.D. 79 not too many years after Jesus spoke those words.  Mount Vesuvius’ eruption was so sudden that the people were killed in the middle of their routine. Men and women were at the market, the wealthy were caught in their luxurious baths, and the slaves were still at their labor. They died as they were covered by volcanic ash and superheated gases. It is hard to imagine the horror of that terrible day. The saddest part is that no one had to die. Scientists tell us that the ancient Roman writers record weeks of rumblings and other signs which preceded the actual explosion. If only they had paid attention to the signs! 

It has been estimated that earthquakes have caused the loss of 13 million lives over the past 4,000 years. On August 27, 1883 a volcano erupted on Krakatau island in the Dutch East Indies. The explosion was heard in Rodriguez, South America, 3,000 miles away. Volcanic ash blotted out the sun and moon from as far away as 150 miles. A flood in China in 1931 recorded 3,700,000 deaths which is the greatest loss recorded since records have been kept!   The Lord told Job that He remains in control of the weather upon planet earth and uses it to bless or judge mankind. Have you entered the storehouses of the snow or seen the storehouses of the hail which I reserve for time of trouble, for days of war and battle? (Job 37: 5, 9-13; 38:22-23). The devil does not control the weather. God is in control!

Why do some people suffer and die in natural disasters and others do not? Does God consider some more sinful than those who survive or escape? Jesus addressed this very issue in Luke 13: 1-5 and His answer was NO! The people who died when the tower of Siloam fell on 18 unsuspecting people were no worse sinners than anyone else. Jesus ends by saying, But unless you repent, you too will all perish. All natural disasters should be a call to repentance. The ultimate wake – up call in all accidents and disasters is this: Are you prepared to face death and eternity whenever and however it comes? As sinful mortals, tomorrow may be our turn to meet our Creator face to face. Are you ready?  Isaiah 26:9: When your judgments come upon the earth, the people of the world learn righteousness.  
There is a Savior that went to the cross to cleanse our hearts from sin. The good news is He is only a prayer away.
Jesus purpose in all this was not to create a group of followers with sad faces and heavy hearts. He wants to raise up   a people who have a solid view that they are not going to derive a sense of hope and joy be becoming dependent upon the things of this world. Don’t get me wrong. I am not arguing against enjoying things. I love baseball, board games, and buffets. Not necessarily in that order. The Minnesota outdoors has incredible beauty as well as many areas of our nation and world. I am talking about keeping a perspective on what it means to be a follower of Jesus in the difficult days that we presently live in. We must not fall in love so much with the things of planet earth that our roots are so deep in earthly things.  Our long term joy is rooted in Jesus and not the fleeting pleasures of this planet. Are my roots growing deeper in the things of earth or the things of heaven? Keep a proper perspective!

In the aftermath of Hurricane Andrew's devastation,  Stephan-Nelson, was working night and day helping the survivors to get water and food, he noticed a sign on the roof of one house which read: Okay, God. You've got our attention. Now what? What kind of people ought we to be? Running scared? NO! Look at this mess and retreat from life?  NO! Not enjoying anything in life? NO! Jesus came to give us life – and life more abundantly. What then? By living with purpose. I am going on a mission for you today Jesus. I am more than a conqueror because of your love. I am keeping a proper perspective as my roots go down deeper in Christ. Help me find a need and fill it! AMEN! 
