THE BEST IS YET TO COME

# 12 Beam Me Up Jesus
May 3th, 2009 – Revelation 7

Next week is Mother’s Day. Teen Challenge will be with us to encourage us in song and testimony. We need to remember all the many things our moms have taught us. PRAYER: You better pray that will come out of the carpet!
LOGIC: Because I said so that’s why! STAMINA: You’ll sit there until all that spinach is gone. BEHAVIOR MODIFICATON: Stop acting like your father. ENVY: There are millions of less fortunate children in this world who don’t have wonderful parents like you do. JUSTICE: One day I hope your kids turn out just like you!

We live at a time in history where end – time books are very popular. More has been written the last 30 years than the last 300 years. Hal Lindsey’s book, The Late Great Planet Earth has sold 35 million copies.  A recent series Left Behind by Tim LaHaye has sold over 65 million copies. Plus there is an endless list of interpretations. In the New Testament there are 180 chapters with about as many references to the return of Jesus as there are chapters. Jesus told his disciples before He was crucified: In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so I would not have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am (John 14:2-3). The personal promise of the Lord’s coming and taking us to a specific place is very clear. Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people!
When Jesus was on trial the High Priest asked him, Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One? Jesus responded, I am! And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven (Mark 14:62). On the day Jesus ascended Jesus was taken up before their very eyes (Acts 1:9). Jesus was caught up out of their midst. As the disciples were gazing up at the sky the angel said, This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven (Acts1:11). Today I want to look at the coming of Christ and the “catching away” into His presence of the people who have put their faith in Him. As we are “caught away” into His presence, a word recently used to describe this concept is rapture!  A bumper sticker: BEAM ME UP JESUS!  Let’s consider three questions:
HOW IS THE RAPTURE DEFINED IN THE BIBLE?

The word Rapture is not used in the Bible. Paul said in 1 Thessalonians 4:17: After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Today millions of Christians, particularly in the western world, are certain they will someday escape the troubles of earth as they are taken from earth to heaven.  The word rapture itself is not used in the Bible.  Obviously though, the idea of being caught up to meet the Lord as he is coming to reign triumphantly on earth, is a far different concept than being snatched out of a world before really difficult times arrive. Let me clarify first of all, that while "rapture" is a non-biblical term, there certainly will be a "catching up" of the saints. 
Where did this idea of rapture come from in the first place? When we take a look at church history we learn that the rapture teaching began in Scotland in 1830. The idea was apparently unknown in the church before this date, and it was unknown to the early Christians.  It is likely that the teaching began in Port Glasgow with a prophecy from a young woman by the name of Margaret Macdonald. The idea was soon picked up, publicized and greatly developed by John Nelson Darby, founder of the Plymouth Brethren. He claimed to have discovered a secret doctrine in the Bible and called it the rapture. Later the whole scheme of the rapture was incorporated into the notes of the popular Schofield Bible. From there the teaching was spread worldwide. Today it has become one of the most accepted and fervently held eschatological beliefs, but also one of the most controversial topics in the body of Christ!
Caught up (harpazo) has three shades of meaning in the New Testament (used 13 times).
1. SEIZED SUDDENLY. To seize with a sudden and overwhelming force. Picture an eagle that would come down from the sky and snatch its prey, then take it back to its nest. Think of a predator that would pursue another animal and then leap upon it, bite into its throat, and tear it apart. Vicious in terms of suddenness & seizure. Rapture is not destructive in that sense, but it is the suddenness and the taking away with rapidity that stands out. Jesus describes His own as sheep and the adversary like a wolf that attacks (catches) in such a way as to kill, and destroy (John 10).
Satan does that today. You might feel that way right now having been ripped and torn, and attacked by Satan or other people faster than you could have braced yourself. Some bear a scar all the way into the present as a result of a past experience. Come to Jesus the Good Shepherd today. There is healing and rest from the ripping and tearing. This sudden appearance of Jesus is not destructive for the believer. There will not be the kind of rapture that sometimes is depicted in paintings. People floating up through the sky. No one is going to see anybody floating up in the sky. Now you see me now you don’t. 
2. TRANSPORTED. Transported to another setting. The Bible says there will be an awesome power that instantly – in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye – transports us to another place. In Acts chapter eight there is the story of Philip who shares the Good News of Jesus with an Ethiopian. This man was reading Isaiah 53 but did not understand the meaning. Philip interpreted the passage, and the man came to understand Jesus as his Lord and Savior. When they came upon an oasis, Philip baptized the man. Right after that the Bible says, When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away…(Acts 8:39). Philip was suddenly caught away, gone. It is one of the miracles of the New Testament that is least talked about. Next thing Philip finds himself transported to Azotus. Gene Rodenberry was the inventor of the transporter beam for Star Trek. Beam me up Scotty! One day the transporter beam is coming for you. Beam me up Jesus. We will suddenly be transported to be with the Lord forever.

3. RESCUED. To seize and rescue from imminent peril. In the story of Paul’s revisiting of Jerusalem a mob assailed him. Two factions had a hold of opposite sides of his body and were about to literally rip and tear him apart. But a Roman cohort moved in and rescued Paul. It was one of those within an inch of your life kind of things. The dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him away from them by force and bring him into the barracks (Acts 23:10). The word used in Acts when they took Paul means that they literally seized him from the people. It was a rescue event! 

Jude 23 says; snatch others from the fire and save them!  The focus is on rescue! 
The 1989 Armenian earthquake needed only four minutes to flatten the nation and kill thirty thousand people. Moments after the deadly tremor ceased, a father raced to an elementary school to save his son. When he arrived, he saw that the building had been leveled. Looking at the mass of stones and rubble, he remembered a promise he had made to his child: No matter what happens, I’ll always be there for you. He found the area closest to his son’s room and began to pull back the rocks. Many told him to give up. Finally, after thirty-eight wrenching hours, he pulled back a boulder and heard his son’s voice. He called Arman! Arman! Voice answered, Dad, it’s me! I told the other kids not to worry. I told them if you were alive, you’d save me, and when you saved me, they’d be saved, too. Because you promised, ‘No matter what, I’ll always be there for you. We have been rescued from sin, death, and hell by His grace. We become part of God’s rescue team on earth. Proclaiming Christ in a changing world!
WHEN WILL THIS HAPPEN?

As we come to chapter seven Jesus has opened up the sixth of seven seals on the scroll. The sixth seal revealed the great earthquake (earth’s last event). The scroll is the key to the book of Revelation. It contains the WILL of GOD (last will & testament). The scroll cannot be fully unscrolled until all the seals are broken. In chapter eight the seventh seal is broken and brings earth’s final days to conclusion in chapter 11. It starts all over again in chapter twelve. Remember the book of Revelation becomes blurred when a linear approach is taken. Revelation is not written in a linear fashion. It is a series of prophesies seen from different viewpoints of the same end time event.

Just like a T.V. crew captures all the action of a single game by using multiple cameras so Revelation captures all the action of the end times from several different angels. This is critical to understanding Revelation!
The opening of the sixth seal, the last quake is in reality Judgment Day. For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand (Rev. 6:17)? There is a seventh seal, but it opens the trumpets and the bowls that bring the concluding events. The seventh trumpet, which is born out of this immediate sequence of events, is critical to this issue of time. The sound of the trumpet comes immediately in the wake of this last concluding judgment of God. The potential of this type of cosmic destruction with global implications has the attention of the scientific community. Not because they believe the Bible but research and study has brought this conviction. The director of NASA David Morrison said, The first notice you will have is when you fell the ground shake beneath your feet and when you see the explosion of light coming over the horizon toward you. They know something is up! For those without a relationship with Jesus Christ this will be a great day of wrath.
For the believer the promise of 1 Thessalonians 5:9 is quite powerful. For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. God the Father has not appointed us for what? WRATH! This will not be a fearful thing for believers who are still on planet earth during this time! We are not appointed for wrath. That ought to fill every believer with hope and also a sense of purpose today!
Two major perspectives on the timing of this rapture in the body of Christ. In Revelation 7:14 notice the phrase “great tribulation.” This brings us to the whole issue of WHEN! (1). Stages approach:  There is a rapture of Christians to heaven. It’s followed by a time of great tribulation on earth (during this time people can still repent). This is followed then by Jesus return! In the November 1, 1999 issue of Newsweek it said, At least one church, in North Hollywood, has taken steps to preserve its property should its officers disappear during the rapture. The church’s insurance companies have agreed to delay premium payments for seven years, when the raptured officers return. Some thoughts come to mind about this perspective. Why was this not taught for over nineteen centuries in the church?  What is the incentive for Godly living and a sense of mission that we are called to have? Trials and tribulations are to make us more like Jesus are they not? Why would one want to miss out on an opportunity to be more like Jesus? Just some thoughts that come to my mind in regards to the stages approach. 
(2) Rapture & End are simultaneous:  The great tribulation in Revelation 7:14 describes the acceleration and intensification of troublesome times as the age comes to an end, climaxing with the rapture & 2nd coming of Jesus.
Remember what Jesus said in John 16:33: In this world you will have trouble (tribulation). But take heart! I have overcome the world. The word for tribulation means pressure, oppression, stress, anguish, adversity, affliction distress or crushing,. This word is used for the crushing of grapes or olives in a press. Jesus use of the word tribulation makes clear that He was referring to the struggles and trials that go on through all of history and increase in their difficulty. While the whole world has an appointment for wrath, Jesus has an appointment to come!
What will people think when folks are suddenly gone?  Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left (Matthew 24:40-41). I’ll tell you what they will think. They won’t even notice. The devastation will be so overwhelming. People won’t have time to suddenly say, I was wrong. They were right! They won’t. They will curse God in heaven, blaspheme Him, and say that the great day of wrath has come. They will want to hide not repent. The Bible says that people have set the course of their hearts now. There will not be a sudden transformation! We are talking destruction not just the final disappearance of Christians. For the believer our incentive is to radiate the joy of Jesus Christ in the midst of life’s hardships. We need to have the attitude of the boy whose team was down 14 to nothing. A man said, You look discouraged .Boy replied, Why should I be discouraged? We haven’t been up to bat yet. Living with hope in the tough times will cause the unchurched to stand up and take notice. That’s the attitude we need in the body of Christ!
Although I believe the second perspective is the more Biblical view I realize that others in the body of Christ believe the first perspective. What are we to do? Take Jesus advice. Love one another in the midst of differing perspectives.

Keep Jesus Christ the main thing. I usually like to tell people that I am a PAN LUTHERAN. It will all pan out in the end.  He is coming back. We can all agree on that! Let me close with a final question!
HOW DO YOU KEEP IT TOGETHER WHEN THE WORLD IS  FALLING APART?
Remember Who You Belong To (Rev. 7:1-8). He sees 4 angels standing at the 4 corners of the earth, holding back the tornado of judgment and placing a seal on 144,000 of the 12 tribes of Israel. This sealing is an act of identifying these people specifically as belonging to God. Are they some select group of Jewish people? I think that they are much more than that. They represent all believers in every period of human history. Then why are the specific tribes of Israel mentioned? I think that it is because the Lord did not want us to loose sight of our Jewish heritage. There is a beautiful blending of the people of the Old Covenant with the people of the New Covenant so that there is one church and one family of God. We need to remember who we belong to!

David Frost writes in his Book Of The World’s Worst Decisions about Olav Olavson, a Swedish citizen, who fell on hard times and in 1910 sold his body for medical research after his death to the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm. The following year he inherited a fortune and resolved to buy himself back. The institute refused to sell its rights to his body, went to court, and won possession. In fact the institute obtained damages, since Olav had had two teeth pulled out without asking their permission. Who owns you? Not just your body, but your soul? 
In the midst of your own trouble and tribulation, when the world is falling down around you, Jesus reminds us to remember: you belong to Him. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession – to the praise of his glory (Ephesians 1:13-14). We have been sealed by God. The seal of God is His own Spirit. That seal is a mark of authenticity. It is also a mark which shows ownership, and  protection. There are terrible things that happen in this world. These bad things even affect Christians. Our God can turn the scars to stars on our behalf. When the world falls apart, you can keep it together by remembering you belong to God. 
Remember You Are Not Alone (Rev. 7:9-15). Have you ever been in a large crowd, I mean, a really large crowd? Although I have been in some pretty big crowds, when I think about the giant crowd mentioned here I simply cannot fathom it! I can’t imagine seeing a crowd that is so large that it cannot be numbered. I was visiting the website for the Guinness World Book of Records, and out of curiosity, I thought I would look up some records for large crowds. 1.The largest crowd to be “slimed” was 731. Yes, on March 12, 1999 in Birmingham, England, 840 liters of slime was poured upon 731 people in a fundraiser for Comic Relief.  2. The largest crowd for a regular season football game is 102,368, for the Los Angeles Rams against the San Francisco 49ers, at the Los Angeles Coliseum, California, USA, on November 10, 1957.  3. The largest number of visitors to a single department store in one day (and it’s not WALMART!!) is an estimated 1.07 million who shopped at the Nextage Shanghai, in Shanghai, China on December 20, 1995. 4. The greatest number of live spectators for any sporting event is 10,000,000 over a three-week period at the annual Tour de France cycling race. All over the world, people gather in large crowds for many purposes, but they all pale in comparison to the innumerable crowd of Rev. 7.
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews 12:1-2). We have a race to run. As we run we have 
SS on our T Shirt (not social security). I am a Saint/Sinner’s! A saint realizes that they need to confess their sins daily so that they may be cleansed by the blood of the Lamb. We know that we stumble and fall. We are not alone.
That is why we confess our sins on Sunday morning and receive the Lord’s Supper. So we can continue on in our journey with Jesus Christ. Not weighed down with the sins of life, but empowered as forgiven children of God! We have the host of heaven cheering us on. Oh when the saint come marching in! Remember you are not alone. 
Remember The Best Is Yet To Come (Rev. 7:16-17). The idea here is that we will constantly be aware of His presence. He will Shepherd us like lambs, feeding us so we’ll never be hungry, bringing us to fountains of water so we will never thirst, shelter us from the heat of pain, dry every tear from our eyes, leading us as we follow His every step. Right now you and I hold on to Psalm 23 by faith, but when we get to heaven, we will fully experience the joy of being the Good Shepherd’s lambs. What a promise!
A four – year- old child, whose next door neighbor was an elderly gentleman had recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went into the old gentleman’s yard, climbed onto his lap, and just sat there. When his mother asked him what he had said to the neighbor he replied, Nothing, I just helped him cry. One day the troubles of this life will cease to be. Our God will wipe away every tear from our eyes. Nowhere in His Word does our heavenly Father promise His children a painless existence while we are yet on earth. Whatever we are facing now He will either take us through or maybe, in just moments, He will take us out. He is the Good Shepherd either way.  Sometimes all we can do is be like that little boy and help others cry. Remember the best is yet to come.

A single father and his son were preparing for bed. His mom recently died. This would be his first picnic. He just couldn't sleep. The excitement got to him. Finally, he got out of bed, ran into the room where his father had already fallen asleep, and shook him. His father woke up and saw his son. He said to him, What are you doing up? The boy said, I can't sleep. The father asked, Why can't you sleep? The boy said, Daddy, I'm excited about tomorrow. His father replied, Well, Son, I'm sure you are, and it's going to be a great day, but it won't be great if we don't get some sleep. So the boy trudged off down the hall to his room and got to bed. Before long, sleep came--to the father, that is. It wasn't long thereafter that the little boy was back pushing and shoving his father, and his father opened his eyes. Harsh words almost blurted out until he saw the expression on the boy's face. The father asked, What's the matter now? The boy said, Daddy, I just want to thank you for tomorrow. This is how you keep it together when the world falls apart around you: Remember who you belong to, you are not alone, and the best is yet to come! AMEN!
