THE BEST IS YET TO COME

# 13 War Of The Worlds

May 17th, 2009 – Revelation 12

Imagine hearing the following on the radio: “Ladies and gentlemen, I have a grave announcement to make. Incredible as it may seem, both the observations of science and the evidence of our eyes lead to the inescapable assumption that those strange beings who landed in the Jersey farmlands tonight are the vanguard of an invading army from the planet Mars. The battle which took place tonight at Grover’s Mill has ended in one of the most startling defeats ever suffered by an army in modern times; seven thousand men armed with rifles and machine guns pitted against a single fighting machine of the invaders from Mars. Communication lines are down from Pennsylvania to the Atlantic Ocean. Martial law prevails throughout New Jersey and eastern Pennsylvania. We take you to Washington for a special broadcast by the Secretary of the Interior:”
“Citizens of the nation: I shall not try to conceal the gravity of the situation that confronts the country, nor the concern of your government in protecting the lives and property of its people. However, I wish to impress upon you — private citizens and public officials, all of you — the urgent need of calm and resourceful action. Fortunately, this formidable enemy is still confined to a comparatively small area, and we may place our faith in the military forces to keep them there. In the meantime placing our faith in God we must continue the performance of our duties each and every one of us, so that we may confront this destructive adversary with a nation united, courageous, and consecrated to the preservation of human supremacy on this earth. I thank you”. 
That is part of the original script aired on the night of October 30, 1938. The story of H.G. Wells classic War of the Worlds was familiar to many, but it was about to be presented in a way that had never been heard before. While the live news format had been used in radio drama before, it had never been done as realistically or for as long without commercial interruption. The episode prompted many listeners to flee their homes and call friends and family for verification. Instead of simply telling the story, the broadcast presented it as a series of newscasts that interrupted “regular programming” to describe a Martian invasion. The enemy was defeated by a germ in the end by the way!
Another WAR OF THE WORLDS is described in Revelation 12, a war between Satan & God. George Barna, a well-known pollster, interviewed thousands of churches if they believed Satan was a literal being or simply symbolic of evil. Results might surprise you. Only 52% of Christians believed in a literal Satan. Non-Christians do; 50 million Americans are dabbling in the New Age and the occult as we speak. The Satanic Bible has sold over 600,000 copies. Did you know that the Twin Cities has the highest concentration of witches in the U.S?                C.S. Lewis wrote in the The Screwtape Letters, There are two equal and opposite errors about devils...One is to disbelieve their existence, the other is to develop an unhealthy interest in them.  Let’s explore the war this morning:
SATAN HAS DECLARED WAR THREE TIMES THROUGHOUT HISTORY
War Against God’s Son. Let’s read Revelation 12:1-6. The woman here is not Mary but symbolizes the nation of Israel. The twelve stars represent the twelve tribes of Israel. Israel was the delivery system through which the male child – Jesus the Messiah would be born. Satan knew an incredible church was about to be born. Satan here is symbolized by a red dragon that is waiting on earth to destroy Jesus the moment of birth. He gathered all his demonic forces around Bethlehem. No doubt Satan influenced King Herod to kill all the male children two years and under in Bethlehem. An angel appeared to Joseph in a dream to go to Egypt. The Lord’s armies of heavenly angels stood guard over the child, so that Satan couldn’t touch him.  Thirty years later at the beginning of Jesus ministry Satan led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted. Jesus defeated him in that battle. God protected his Son again, sending angels to minister to him in time of physical weakness. His final attempt was to incite a mob and false witnesses to put Jesus on the cross to die. That ended in defeat as well because Jesus Christ is Risen. The phrase snatched up to God and to his throne in verse five refers to the ascension. He was out of the devil’s reach forever. 
A family was putting up a nativity scene in their front yard. Everything was in place when little Scott came out carrying one of his favorite toys, the figure of the fierce Tyrannosaurus Rex, king of the dinosaurs. It was the inflatable kind and towered over the nativity scene. Dad said, Scott, you have to take that back because it doesn’t belong there






 
. Little Scott insisted, so they finally put it there behind all the other figures-a fierce dinosaur.           Dad said, As we stood back & looked at it, we realized that maybe that dinosaur says more than we realized. For over each of us there is this menacing character that threatens to rob us of all our joy, peace, & cheer. But Christmas reminds us that Jesus is stronger than all the dinosaurs in your life or mine. And God has given us the victory through the gift of His Son. Using all his power the devil could not defeat the Son of God.
The Bible says that this is the One who would rule the nations also in verse five. That exact terminology with reference to Jesus also occurs in Revelation 2:27: He will rule them with an iron scepter; he will dash them to pieces like pottery. The verse is talking about the day that Christ will come again and rule the nations. That is a quotation from Psalm 2. The book of Psalms contains a prophecy regarding a universal hatred for God’s ways and Messiah so that the nations boast themselves against God, but He shall come and He shall rule with a rod of iron. You can go through life experiencing the rule of His love or the rule of His rod. I recommend taking the love myself!
War Against Almighty God Himself. Let’s read Revelation 12:7-10. War broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon… (Rev 12:7).  Why are we introduced to this fact here – something that reaches far back into the distant past? We are dealing with a summary statement about evil across the ages; we are caught right now in the web of a present struggle, and no one can escape it. There will be a determination on our part of how we will fare in the struggle, and it tells us from where the answer comes. As a matter of fact, this whole book has to do with bringing us to focus on the reality as it bears on us. Most people in our society know Michael only as a character in an old song, Michael, Row the Boat Ashore. The Bible never mentions Michael rowing a boat, but he has a powerful sword. In Scripture, Michael is the angelic being who appears to be the warrior leader, the commanding general of the hosts of heaven’s angels. Michael means Who is like the Lord?
Read this week Isaiah 14 & Ezekiel 28 for further insight into this rebellion. There was a moment in heaven when Satan rose up in rebellion against God’s supreme authority. At the time he was know as Lucifer, an angel who had great authority. But Lucifer wanted to be as God. When it says that His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to earth (Rev. 12:4), the term stars describes angelic or messenger beings. So, enlisting a third of the angels, he led an uprising against Almighty God Himself. God cast Lucifer out of heaven, along with the rebellious angels. An exasperated mother, whose son was always getting into mischief, finally asked him, How do you expect to get into Heaven? Boy said, Well, I’ll run in and out and in and out and keep slamming the door until He says, For Heaven’s sake, Dylan, come in or stay out! For Lucifer it was STAY OUT! The good news is that heaven was cleansed. The bad news is that Satan has declared war on planet earth.
War Against Planet Earth. Read Revelation 12:12-17. But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short. (Rev. 12:12). We discover that there are three primary targets that we need to be aware of in his war on planet earth:
The first target is to deceive all of mankind. Ancient serpent called the devil or Satan, who leads the whole world astray (12:9). The worst thing in the world is not disease (swine flu); it is not death; it is to be deceived about who God is. The worst thing in the world is to be deceived about truth. People say all the time; I’m just going to believe what I’m going to believe. I’m just going to do what I’m going to do!  The fury of hell works to keep truth from humanity! This deception brings destruction and eternal death.  Evil has an impact on everyone in some way!
A seven year-old boy from California, Nicholas Green, was killed by highway robbers in 1994 while vacationing in Italy with his family. His parents agreed to donate his organs and corneas, which went to seven Italians waiting for transplants: a mother who had never seen her baby's face clearly; a diabetic continuously in a coma; a boy of 15, wasting away with heart disease; a keen sportsman whose vision was gradually darkening; and two children hooked up to dialysis machines several hours a week; a 19-year old girl who on the night Nicholas was shot, was dying too. Now, against all odds, she's healthy and married with two children, one of whom is called Nicholas.Reg and Maggie Green spoke openly to the media, with no bitterness, about their loss and decision. The world took the story--and the Greens--to its heart. Organ donations in Italy have tripled since Nicholas was killed so that thousands of people are alive who would have died. The world's response to the Green's personal tragedy is called the Nicholas effect. No matter their nationality or calling, people respond from the heart. There is a truth that banishes all deception. There is a truth that sets the captive free. There is a truth that brings forgiveness of sins and eternal life. Truth has a name; its name is JESUS! The Jesus effect reaches something the Nicholas effect cannot. Jesus touches the human soul! 
The second target is the Jewish people. When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child (Rev. 12:13). Satan hates humanity in general, but he hates Jewish people in particular. They were the delivery system by which mankind was redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ!
In any pocket of our planet you will find people who hate different ethnic groups. But there is a global anti – Semitism. Why do we find people everywhere who hate Jewish folks, just because they are Jewish? Think about it!
Tremendous benefits have come to mankind spiritually, scientifically, educationally, culturally, and economically, through a trail of achievement by the Jewish people. They have been scattered around the world (Diaspora) and it is one of God’s ways of blessing humanity. The only logical explanation for anti – Semitism is that something is woven into the fabric of the world mind by the Dragon himself who, in his hatred, has gone global if you will!

The most horrible manifestation happened in the twentieth century in the Holocaust. It was the ultimate effort of Satan seeking to achieve the extermination of the Jewish people. The Nazi hatred transcended ordinary human animosity. A supernatural drive was behind it. In addition to the Nazi hatred that cost 6 million lives, consider the worldwide passivity of nations that knew what was taking place at that time but did nothing. One movie that did justice to the Holocaust was Schindler’s List. Having seen it I would recommend seeing something like this for two reasons. One, it is a good warning against the human capacity to let hate fill hearts and do destructive things, and we need never forget what took place. Two, anti – Semitism is more than a human hatred; it is of a hellish hatred. It is a good reminder from C.S. Lewis: You have never met a mere mortal!  All are precious to Jesus! Is there anyone in your life right now that you are struggling to love in Christ? Pray for them this week!
The third target is against the seed of Christ. Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her away with the torrent…Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring – those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus         (Rev. 12:15 & 17).This means that he is at war with every true believer on earth. If you are really serious about being a follower of Jesus Christ than you can expect a flood of demonic trials, troubles, and temptations.

It’s like Satan is saying, Go ahead believer and follow Jesus Christ, but BE PREPARED FOR WAR! How many feel like they are in a battle more than anytime in their life? Satan would wear us down personally. What kind of Christian are you? You are a phony! You are not what people think you are. God does not really love you? You’re a failure as a parent. You are a poor example of what a Christian mate ought to be. You really think you’re forgiven?
God does not care about you. God has forsaken you. You’re worthless. Where is this God when you need Him? In the midst of this war how do we defend ourselves against such a lethal and relentless enemy?
HOW DO WE DEFEND OURSELVES AGAINST OUR ENENMY?
Remember the overall BIG PICTURE: The book of Revelation was given to a man who was in prison because of his testimony for Christ. And it was given to show him the big picture and to share this with others:

Jesus was saying, I want you to remember that whatever your trial, you are gong to come through. Whatever your struggle, there will eventually be deliverance. Whatever your pain, there will eventually be relief. Whatever your death, there will eventually be eternal life. I want you to see the big picture. Revelation in two words: WE WIN!
Remember what happened on September 15th, 1999? A gunman entered Wedgwood Baptist Church in Fort Worth, Texas and killed 7 people and injured 7 others before taking his own life. What the media didn’t report was how God was at work in the midst of the flood: 1). To enter the church, the gunman walked past the children's playground, which should have been full of kids, but for some reason every single children's and preschool class was running late. No one had made it to the playground yet. 2). He fired over 100 bullets into a crowd of over 400, but only 14 people were hit. 3). One of the youth that was wounded (she was shielding a disabled friend with her body) has scoliosis. The curve in her spine directed the bullet away from major organs, saving her from serious injury.
4). All 7 victims were not just Christians, but bold Christians who were passionate about their faith. None had children. 5). Christian teachers all over North Texas were able to share with their classes because the students are asking questions about their teachers' faith. Prayers and Scripture are being said over the intercom. 6). CNN broadcasted the memorial service live. Amazingly, because one of the victim's families lives and works in Saudi Arabia, that country allowed the service to be broadcast there as well. In Saudi Arabia it is illegal to say the name of Jesus on the street. 7). Because of the live news coverage and interviews, over 200 million people have heard the gospel because of this tragedy. Take that devil. That’s remembering the big picture. WE WIN! WE WIN! WE WIN!
Remember never GIVE UP in your present struggle: I love this poem I came across years ago:  
Two frogs fell into a deep cream bowl, The one was wise, and a cheery soul. The other one took a gloomy view and bade his friend a sad adieu. Said the other frog with a merry grin, “I can’t get out, but I won’t give in; I’ll swim around till my strength is spent, then I will die the more content.” And as he swam, though ever it seemed, His struggling began to churn the cream until on top of pure butter he stopped, and out of the bowl he quickly hopped. The moral, you ask? Oh, it’s easily found! If you can’t get out, keep swimming around. They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the world of their testimony; they did no love their lives so much as to shrink from death (Rev. 12:11).Let me suggest three keys that will help us overcome our enemy as we swim against the flood of evil :

First, we overcome by the power of the CROSS: And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb. The blood that Jesus shed on the Cross, dying for the sins of the whole world, that blood is against Satan. It is the beginning and the end of our victory. Remember when Jesus died on the cross, Satan was “cast out”. He has no more entrée into the presence of God to bring an accusation against me. He can’t accuse me to God, so what he WILL try to do is accuse me to ME. He’s the accuser of the brethren. You low-down sinner … God could never forgive you. Why you’ve done this and that the other thing. You’ll never be worthy enough for God. When the enemy tries that on, I stand in faith because of the cross. I know that there is now a threshold of blood that stops him accusing me to God. His authority over me is broken. I am the righteousness of God in Christ. I’m accepted, loved, and declared worthy by grace!
A little boy and his father who were attending a parade. They stood just inside a dollar store. As one of the bands went by the father said, Did you see those bright red coats? Son said, No, I saw white coats! The father thought his son was joking so he got down on his knees and looked as the band marched out of sight. He noticed that the window of the store had a stained streak of red running right in front of his son. When looking through the red glass, the uniforms looked white. Our Heavenly Father sees a purified believer because of the blood of Christ. When our enemy wants to accuse us say: Satan, the blood of Jesus is against you. We stand on what Jesus has done. When the enemy is busy in your life reminding you of your past, I suggest you remind him of his future. He is a defeated foe. 
Second, we overcome by the power of SACRIFICE … they did no love their lives so much as to shrink from death. They are willing to make whatever sacrifice might be necessary to follow the Savior. They willingly "lay down their lives" for the one who laid down His life for them. Another way we might talk about this is the power of FULL SURRENDER. Whatever the cost, we are following Jesus. This matter of commitment is vitally important in the overcoming life. 1 Peter 5:8-9 is where it tells us that the enemy goes around like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour, and it promises us that if we RESIST him he will flee from us. But would you notice what it says just BEFORE those verses (in verse 6) … humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time. Before we can effectively resist the devil and see him flee, we must be submitted to God. Many Christians can’t get the victory they long for because some area of their life is not fully surrendered.

In times of war, when men in battle have given up caring any longer whether they live or die, they have come to be known as “dead men walking”. You get a whole army full of such men – “dead men walking” – and that army is invincible. When Christians do not love their lives so much as to shrink from death, but say, For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. – when nothing in their lives is allowed to compete with their commitment to Him … THE CHURCH IS UNSTOPPABLE. In what ways is God calling you to "lay down your life" in order to follow Him?

Finally, we overcome by the power of God’s WORD. In verse 14 it talks about two wings of a great eagle. Do you know what that reminds me of? The Old and New Testament. We are carried along by the power of God’s Word. Let me share with you two of my favorite verses that have encouraged me over the years. From the Old Testament:
No weapon that is formed against you will prosper; And every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, And their vindication is from Me," declares the LORD. (Isaiah 54:17). He will use all his weapons against us that are at his disposal. In spite of all these we have a faithful God that tells us that although these weapons will form against us when all is said and done they will not proper against us. From the New Testament: You dear children are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world (1 John 4:4). Let these Scriptures focus your peace!
When the enemy comes in like a flood. Remember the BIG PICTURE. Never GIVE UP in the present struggles.

Look to the CROSS. Check your COMMITMENT. Stand on the WORD! Focus your peace on the things that last - the sense of forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternity. That is a winning defensive strategy! AMEN!
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