THE BEST IS YET TO COME

#15 The Return Of The King
May 31st, 2009 – Revelation 19:11-16

A tired salesman in the 1920s got a second floor hotel room about bedtime, plopped down on the bed, pulled off his shoe and just dropped it on the wood floor with a loud thud. He thought to himself, That wasn’t very nice, someone may be sleeping below me. So he gently removed the other shoe and placed it on the floor. He crawled into bed and went to sleep. About midnight a knock came on the door. He opened the door and there stood a tired looking man with dark circles under his eyes who said, Would you please drop the other shoe? I’m waiting! Of the 27 books in the New Testament, all but four make direct reference to the second coming. One out of every 25 verses in the New Testament is concerned with Jesus return. The world is groaning, and just waiting for the dropping of the other shoe.

Let’s read Revelation 19:11-16. This passage in John’s vision contains one of the most graphic portrayals of     THE RETURN OF THE KING in all the Word of God. John said, “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse…Let’s ask ourselves a question about the horse Jesus is riding on:
WHY IS JESUS RIDING ON A WHITE HORSE?
Jesus Humiliation Gives Way to Exaltation: Jesus’ first coming was in humiliation. Jesus rode a lowly beast of burden. In our culture it would be a bicycle or moped probably. His humiliation gives way to exaltation. The white horse is symbolic of victory. It was customary for Roman generals to ride their white horse through the main street of Rome to the temple of Jupiter. They would be followed by wagons of booty from the conquered nations and captives who were later executed or sold as slaves. The priests and people would offer up sacrifices of thanksgiving in the temple of Jupiter. In our culture there is a victory parade after a Super Bowl or World Series. The closest I have been to this type of victory celebration is when the 1982 Cardinals beat the Brewers in the seventh game of the World series. I was a vendor for the games while at Seminary. It was a celebration like I never experienced. I see that experience as a foretaste of the return of King Jesus exalted on a white horse leading His very own victory parade. Ultimate celebration of sin, death, Satan & hells defeat!
A Christian artist by the name of Max Greiner (maxgreinerart.com) felt compelled by God to sculpt a visual image of Jesus return understandable in all languages. It’s entitled “The Coming King.”  The white horse used as the model for this sculpture was a champion Arabian stallion in prime condition. The Arabian is the oldest breed of horse, which originated in the Middle East. Jesus Christ is returning not as the Sacrificial Lamb, but as a mighty warrior. The crown represents authority. The art features “crowns within a crown” (many crowns). The Crucifixion “Crown of Thorns” is carved around the seven parapet fortress ( a wall on top of a rampart that shielded soldiers from enemy fire). The moment depicted in the sculpture is the instant before Jesus blows the shofar, and drops the sword in his right hand to usher in His return. We need these visual reminders of victory don’t’ we? 

There Is A Cost In Every Victory: There is no such thing as a victory without a battle or a battle without casualties (gunman at Wedgewood Baptist). Life is not a just a big bowl of cherries there are some pits along the way. Some Christians are misled to believe that struggle or trials should not even be part of the Christians life. When you suffer or go through trials remember the words of Peter: Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed …So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good (1 Peter 4:12-13, 19). 
Some years ago a United States book publisher, Grosset & Dunlap, brought together a panel of 28 educators and historians. They asked them to select the 100 most significant events of history; then, list those events in order of importance! After months of labor, the panel reported they considered the most significant event of history to be the discovery of America. In second place was the invention of movable type by Gutenberg. Eleven different events tied for third place; and, five events tied for fourth place. The events tying for fourth place were: the writing of the Constitution of the United States, the development of ether, the discovery of the airplane; and, the life of Jesus, tied for fourth place! That should not come to us as any surprise; for, in the thinking of most people our Lord Jesus Christ is an afterthought! Jesus is first, not fourth. Won’t people be surprised to see him riding that white horse!
THREE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RETURNING KING

In 1976 at the Seattle Special Olympics, nine contestants, all physically or mentally disabled, assembled at the starting line for the 100 yard dash. At the gun, they all started out, not exactly in a dash, but with a relish to run the race, to the finish, and win. All, that is, except one little boy who stumbled on the asphalt, tumbled over, and began to cry. Two heard the boy cry slowed down and looked back and then turned around and went back. They linked arms, and walked together to the finish line. Everyone in the stadium stood, and cheered; the cheering went on for several minutes. As those two runners returned they displayed characteristics of selflessness and humility. They remind us what matters in this life is helping others win, even if it means slowing down, and changing our course.  As our King returns for us we focus on three names that describe His character and nature. 

RELIABLE: …whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war (Rev. 19:11). There are only two times we see this title in the Bible, and both are used in the book of Revelation. Once to the church of Laodicea (Rev. 3:14) and once here. The Greek word for faithful means to be completely trusted or to be relied upon to complete required duties. Jesus is faithful to His promises and true to His character. Satan is unfaithful and false! 
At the beginning of WWII, the Philippines were about to fall to the Japanese, and General Douglas MacArthur was ordered by President Roosevelt to evacuate his staff immediately. Before he left, MacArthur made a promise to the Philippine people: I shall return! Because of the complexity of the war, he was unable to make good on that promise for another 3 years. But all during that long period, Short Wave Radios broadcast support to those carrying on the battle behind the lines, and they repeatedly carried MacArthur’s promise – I shall return!. Eventually, on October 22nd 1944, General MacArthur waded ashore and declared  I have returned! He’d made a promise, and he intended to fulfill it no matter what! Surely as a man named MacArthur kept his promise, how much more the Son of God!   

This promise also contains a warning. A pastor was preaching a message on the return of Jesus Christ. He stepped out of the pulpit to declare a third time that Jesus is coming soon! He tripped and landed on the lap of a couple sitting in the front pew. The husband looked at his wife and said: Well, I guess we shouldn’t be upset. He warned us 3 times! When MacArthur came ashore that day in 1944, NOT everyone was happy. In the battle to retake the Philippians over 100,000 Japanese soldiers lost their lives. MacArthur’s words of promise, were for them a declaration of a coming judgment. 

It is in that capacity that Jesus comes to judge and to make war but all in perfect justice. There are just causes for the correction of evil and the punishment of evildoers despite the campaign against capital punishment today. Our Lord comes to execute perfect justice in judging and making war. At last, as Scripture has long promised, all the wrongs done on earth will be made right; all the cheats and scams that we are familiar with today will be exposed and corrected; all drugs that blow the minds of people will be eliminated; all crime will be brought to an end; all hatred among mankind will cease, for Jesus comes to judge the earth and to right all matters.
The United States Marine Corps have an interesting motto; Semper Fidelis or Semper Fi for short. This Latin phrase literally means always faithful. The motto is meant to exemplify the characteristics of sacrifice and service. It means that the marines will place their duty to their unit, to their corps and to their country ahead of their own personal needs. The selflessness of Jesus reveals that He is always faithful. He will always keep His word, His promises.
Can any of you recall a time in your life when Jesus has been unfaithful to you? Have any of you ever come to a place in the inspired Word of God where you can say, God, you are a liar; and, your Word is not true?                     2 Timothy 2:13 says: …if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself. Reflect on how  Jesus been reliable to you in your life? Give Him thanks & praise! Jesus is Faithful and True! Jesus is RELIABLE!
REVEALING: His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. (12ff.). That unknown name is linked to the blazing eyes and the many crowns on his head. Blazing eyes reveal a mix of the warmth and tenderness of the love of God, but at the same time reveal the inescapable discernment, and penetrating insight of the all knowing one. One thing is certain. Jesus only has eyes of passion for His bride the church.  

A couple who were constantly arguing with one another went to a counselor. What seems to be the problem? The wife began talking 90 miles an hour about all the problems while he held is head down. After 15 minutes of listening to the wife, the counselor went over to her, picked her up by her shoulders, kissed her passionately and sat her back down. The wife was speechless. The counselor looked at the husband, Your wife needs that at least twice a week. The husband replied while scratching his head, I can have her here on Tuesdays & Thursdays. The Holy Spirit is our Counselor. He reveals to us what is deep down in our hearts. Jeremiah 17:9 says, The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? Jesus can. In spite of what He sees His eyes radiate a warmth and compassion and mercy for His bride the church that goes beyond human words.

Jesus is always revealing more of himself to us! His name, his unknown name, reveals that. What a great title because it reveals to us that all there is to know about Jesus has not been revealed. The more we get to know Jesus, the more we realize there is more to get to know. Notice the image. If you stare at the four dots, pull back, look at the ceiling and blink know what is revealed? Jesus! Philippians 3:10 -11 says: I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection of the dead. Knowing God is an ongoing experience that will last through eternity. 
Let me ask you a question. How many would like a $20 bill this morning? Raise you hands! Just suppose I would crumple this money all up. How many would like it now? If your hand is still raised then you’ve learned a very valuable lesson. No matter what I do to the money, you still wanted it because it did not decrease in value. Many times in our lives we are dropped, crumpled, and ground into the dirt by the decisions we make and the circumstances that come our way. At times we may feel as though we are worthless, unaccepted, battered, bruised, defeated, or unworthy! But no matter what has or will happen in our lives, you will never lose your value in God’s eyes. To Jesus, dirty or clean, crumpled or finely creased you are still priceless to Him. That is a revelation!
Deuteronomy 29:29 says: The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law. There are some things that will not be revealed until we are in heaven. But those things that have been revealed to us in the Word of God our like precious gems. David said, I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well…How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! Were I to count them they would outnumber the grains of sand. When I awake I am still with you (Psalm 139:14, 17-18). David received a gem of a revelation of how precious he was to God. John received a gem about the end times and the return of the King. 
In baptism we have the gem of God’s covenantal grace, love and mercy revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. He wears a robe dipped in blood? Can anyone even imagine such a thing? The word used here for dipped is the same word that is translated baptize elsewhere in the New Testament. Have you ever put on clothing that was soaked with water; or, have you ever gotten caught in the rain to the point that your clothes were completely soaked? What if, instead of water, it was blood? Would you still put it on? Jesus returns having shed His own blood for the forgiveness of our sin. He proudly displays His bloody garments for all to see! It is both a horrific and a wonderful thing to witness! This has been revealed to us by the Holy Spirit so that we may have faith in His Word. What a gem! There are more gems to discover! Ready to discover more or are you satisfied with what you presently have?
One day I looked out the window and saw a squirrel sitting on a fence. It was eating something I had never seen a squirrel eat before, a mushroom and enjoying every bite. Every time we read God’s Word or hear it preached there is an opportunity to discovery precious gems for kingdom living. Like the squirrel we are to enjoy every bite! This unknown name that Jesus has tells me that we have so much more to learn and discover. We do not know all there is to know about Jesus nature. We must search the Scriptures daily to gain fresh insight. John is the only New Testament writer that used the phrase WORD OF GOD. It means expression of the Father. 

Let me ask you a personal question. How you doing with the revealed Word of God? Got a N.T CHALLENGE:   Re-read the Gospels as if reading for the first time this summer.  In July we begin a new series: O.T. CHALLEGE! We’ll look at several of the Psalms & Proverbs. Jesus has much to reveal about the heart of the Father if only we are willing be like a treasure hunter and search for the treasure. How willing and eager are you to hunt and dig in?
REIGNS: On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS (Rev. 19:14-16) When Jesus returns he will be given two titles revealed in this one phrase. 
Jesus will be given the place of King of kings. This describes His majesty over all places. It is a title of position.  Jesus also is given the title Lord of lords. This is a different because it describes His mastery over all people. It is a title of personal surrender. One day every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that He who comes in the clouds as the Faithful and True One, and the Word of God, and as King of kings will be Lord to the glory of God the Father! And you don’t have to wait until the 2nd Coming to make Him your King and Lord. Every day becomes a day of personal surrender to our KING! Every day is a day where we must surrender to His Lordship. Where do you need to trust the Lordship (sovereignty) of King Jesus this week?
Shay and his father had walked past a park where some boys Shay knew were playing baseball. If his son were allowed to play, it would give him a much-needed sense of belonging and some confidence to be accepted by others in spite of his handicaps. Shay’s father approached one of the boys on the field and asked if Shay could play. The boy looked around for guidance and said, We’re losing by six runs and the game is in the eighth inning. I guess he can be on our team. The boys saw the father’s joy at his son being accepted. In the bottom of the eighth inning, Shay’s team scored a few runs but was still behind by three. In the top of the ninth inning, Shay put on a glove and played in the right field. Even though no hits came his way, he was obviously ecstatic just to be in the game and on the field, grinning from ear to ear as his father waved to him from the stands. In the bottom of the ninth inning, Shay’s team scored again. Now, with two outs and the bases loaded, the potential winning run was on base and Shay was scheduled to be next at bat.
Surprisingly, Shay was given the bat. Everyone knew that a hit was all but impossible because Shay didn’t even know how to hold the bat properly, much less connect with the ball. However, as Shay stepped up to the plate, the pitcher, recognizing that the other team was putting winning aside for this moment in Shay’s life, moved in a few steps to lob the ball in softly so Shay could at least make contact. The first pitch came and Shay swung clumsily and missed. The pitcher again took a few steps forward to toss the ball softly towards Shay. As the pitch came in, Shay swung at the ball and hit a slow ground ball right back to the pitcher. The pitcher picked u p the soft grounder and could have easily thrown the ball to the first baseman. Shay would have been out and that would have been the end of the game. Instead, the pitcher threw the ball right over the first baseman’s head, out of reach of all team mates. 
Everyone from the stands and both teams started yelling, Shay, run to first! Run to first! Never in his life had Shay ever run that far, but he made it to first base. Everyone yelled, Run to second, run to second! Catching his breath, Shay awkwardly ran towards second, gleaming and struggling to make it to the base. The right fielder understood the pitcher’s intentions so he, too, intentionally threw the ball high and far over the third-baseman’s head. Shay ran toward third base deliriously as the runners ahead of him circled the bases toward home. All were screaming,   Shay, Shay, Shay, all the Way Shay! As Shay rounded third, the boys from both teams, and the spectators, were on their feet screaming, Shay, run home! Run home! Shay ran to home, stepped on the plate, and was cheered as the hero who hit the grand slam and won the game for his team.
	That day’, said the father softly with tears now rolling down his face, the boys from both teams helped bring a slice of heaven on earth. Those boys symbolize the power of living the surrendered life.  Shay didn’t make it to another summer. He died that winter, having never forgotten being the hero and making his father so happy and coming home and seeing his mother tearfully embrace her little hero of the day! Friend I don’t know what your life is like right now – if you feel defeated, depressed, cast down, or sorrowful.  Maybe you have been troubled or worried about life and circumstances. As a child of God  you have victory in Jesus Christ. Surrender daily to Jesus Lordship. He is our Ruler moment by moment in the daily affairs of life. Search the Word of God like hidden treasure. You will be surprised what Jesus will reveal about Himself. Trust him today for He is reliable in all His promises. Amen!


