THE BEST IS YET TO COME

#16 ALL RISE, COURT IS NOW IN SESSION
June 7th, 2009 – Revelation 20:11-15

Judgment.  Our world today is fascinated by judgment. Judgment is even considered to be entertainment. We have numerous T.V. court shows (Judge Judy), sitcoms about judges and judgment, court T.V., and movies galore that feed off of the theme or subject of judgment. I remember my mom loving to watch Raymond Burr as Perry Mason.
A man was arrested for being caught eating a Bald eagle. When he appeared in court the judged asked him why he ate the Bald eagle realizing it was an endangered species. The man replied saying, Judge, I am a very poor man and that was all I could find to eat. Having mercy on the poor man, the judge decided to let him go. As the man was heading out of the courtroom the judge couldn’t help but wonder what the eagle tasted like so he said, Son, before you leave, what exactly does a bald eagle taste like? The man replied, Well judge, it tastes like a cross between a whooping crane and a spotted owl. Here was a man that was able to talk his way out of being judged. 
The Bible says that one day every one of us will appear in Heaven’s courtroom. We will all appear before a righteous judge. On that day we will not be able to hide or talk our way out. It has been referred to as The Great White Throne Judgment. Read Revelation 20:11-15. This is one of the most awesome passages in the Bible. It confronts us with the sobering truth that one day all people will be standing before The Judge. This is probably one of the least preached & talked about topics of the Christian faith. When was the last time you thought about this topic or had a conversation about it? Daniel Webster the noted American statesman, while attending a luncheon with some younger government leaders was asked, What is the greatest thought that has ever come to you? He replied, One day I will have to stand before a Holy God and give an account of my life. One day in that Heavenly Courtroom the words: ALL RISE, COURT IS NOW IN SESSION will be spoken.  What will happen at that time?
THE HOPELESS REALITY OF THE UNPREPARED
Then I saw a great white throne… (Rev. 20:11). Great speaks of power. The unprepared standing before this throne will be overcome with an incredible sense of power, awe, and fear. Some talk flippantly about what they’re going to tell God when they see Him face to face. They will not be able to do anything but weep and tremble. Their mind may go back to each time they took His Name in vain, but they won’t be able to use it in vain on this occasion. At the great white throne, there will be a Judge but no jury, a prosecution but no defense, a sentence but no appeal. No one will be able to defend himself. All excuses will be useless. Mercy will have ended. Hopeless for the unprepared!

The Face Will Be Revealed: and him who was seated on it. This is none other than Jesus himself. Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father…And he has given him authority to judge because his is the Son of Man (John 5:22-23, 27). Acts 17:31: For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead.  Let there be no mistake, Jesus is the Judge.
Great and small will stand before the Judge. Position in life could be President or a garbage collector. Education could be a doctorate or illiterate. Physically you could be weak or strong. Financially you could be rich or poor.
Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment (Hebrews 9:27). Death and judgment are twins.

This is a great Scripture to refute reincarnation by the way. I don’t know about you but it does not excite me to come back as a skunk, aardvark, or anything else the teachings of men may try to conjure up. God’s Word is clear.

A man who was drowning was saved by a fisherman in a boat. One year later the rescued man got in legal trouble. The judge walked into the courtroom. He noticed it was the man he had saved a year earlier. Boy am I glad to see you. Can you help me now? Can you give me another chance? The judge replied, It matters not that last year I saved you, today I am your judge. This same Jesus who desires to be Savior today will one day be Judge tomorrow.
The Facts Will Be Uncovered: …books were opened…The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the book… (Rev. 20:12-13).  The facts will speak for themselves. Facts speak the truth!
No one will be able to accuse God of false accusations, for He will have recorded everything—every word, every act, every thought, and every motive. I find it very interesting how Solomon finished the book of Ecclesiastes 12:12:

For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil. Many people seem to think that their sins have been cleverly covered. God sees all. Nothing escapes His all-seeing eyes. 
D.L. Moody, the famous evangelist, used to say, If someone ever invented a camera that could take a picture of the human heart, that person would starve to death, for people would refuse to have this revealing picture exposed. Think about it for a moment. Imagine if we came to church next week, and on the screen would be revealed every word, thought, and action we have committed so far this year. How many would conveniently be out of town?

The preacher would take a vacation week I promise you. We all have things in our life for which we are embarrassed and want to keep hidden from others.  Jesus has washed our sins away. He has forgotten every one!

For those without the robe of righteousness this final uncovering of sin will not be a pretty sight.
The Fate Will Be Determined: ...each person was judged according to what he had done…If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:12, 15).The purpose of this judgment will strictly be to determine the degree of punishment. There are degrees of evil on earth. No matter what degree of punishment is determined, it will still be agonizing, and it will still be for eternity. Jesus spoke of the rich man and Lazarus. The rich man was in torment in hell and cried out for water to dip his finger in and cool his tongue because of the agony of the fire. The Bible is quite clear that hell is a real place.
Who was the person that spoke most about hell in the Bible? Jesus! Twelve times in the gospels Jesus talks in explicit terms about hell. Eleven of those 12 times Jesus uses the Hebrew word Gehenna to refer to the place of hell. The valley of Gehenna is a valley located on the southern side of the city of Jerusalem. During the reign of some of Israel’s wicked kings, an altar to the Canaanite god, Molech, was built in the valley. The people would bring their sons to throw into the fires there as a horrible sacrifice to Molech. Later, during the reign of the good king Josiah, the altars to Molech were destroyed, and the valley filled in with garbage and refuse and the corpses of the wicked. It became a vast burning garbage dump – perpetually smoldering. Pretty clear imagery wouldn’t you say?

A fairly recent Harris poll found that while 89% of Americans believe in heaven, only 73% believe in hell. However, that figure is misleading, since people differ in how they define “hell.” When defined as an actual location—a place of actual torment where people will be sent—only three in ten adults (31%) believe in hell. 
There’s a story that about an army chaplain who reported to a new duty station. Upon arrival some of the men came to see him and asked him this question; Do you believe in a literal hell? When he replied that he did not, the men asked him to resign and wondered why. If there is no Hell then we don’t need you and if there is a Hell we don’t want you to lead us astray. Hell sobers people up really quick.. Mark Twain said that he wanted heaven for the climate and hell for the company. Hell is disbelieved and made light of by the world and even many Christians. 


C. T. Schwarz has written a thesis called The Bible and Science on the Everlasting Fire, in which he seeks to prove the validity of the Lake of Fire. As an example, he uses the existence of midget or white dwarf stars. He points out the fact that there is general agreement among scientist that …the temperature at or near the center of stars is between 25 million and 30 million degrees Fahrenheit! He further points out that these stars are so dense that they are about 5000 times smaller than would be expected for their mass. Because of the tremendous heat, everything is turned into gasses. However, due to the greatness of the pressure, these …gasses become compressed to the consistency of a liquid… These stars are for all practical purposes, lakes of fire. Some will find out the hard way!
It’s not God’s desire to send people to hell. C.S. Lewis: Sin is man saying to God throughout his life, Go away and leave me alone. Hell is simply God saying to man, You may have your wish… In fact, God has done everything he could possibly do to keep people from eternal damnation. A high school senior was standing with his dad before the judge. He had received two speeding tickets. Judge said, License suspended for 3 months. Not a good way to begin your senior year in high school. Loosing your wheels is hell for a teenager. I was that teenager. Speeding is a choice. Hell is a choice. 2 Pet. 3:9: The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. Remember the famous sculpture called The Thinker by Auguste Rodin. Originally created in 1880 as part of a larger work by the artist called The Gates of Hell. The Thinker is sitting in mute amazement as he contemplates lost people in hell. I think it would do us some good as well to think about the hopeless reality of the unprepared, don’t you? We exist as a church to Proclaim Christ in a Changing World. Hell is what awaits the unprepared. We have the answer! How much do we care?
THE HOPEFUL REALITY OF THE PREPARED

Remember We Are Accountable: Paul said: You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat…So, then, each of us will give an account of himself to God (Romans 14:10,12). One day we too will give an account of our lives before God. We live in a world and culture that prides itself on being independent. We don’t like the fact that we have to be accountable. There are bosses in the workplace, parents in the home, teachers in the school, and policeman in society. It is wise to obey and honor those in authority over us. The greatest accounting is the one we must each give before Jesus. 

In earthly accountability there is a lesson to be learned. The lesson we need to learn is not to be judgmental. That’s a hard one isn’t it? We love to do this! Maybe it makes us feel better about ourselves. Maybe we feel we are not as bad as other people. The context refers to the practice of morally neutral issues (what one eats). I am a better Christian than you because__________. Or we can compare our culture against others (were #1). The Jewish people have been judged harshly over the years. The list is endless. Where have you been judgmental in your thinking? We have a tendency to judge in others the very things we are guilty of ourselves. We will give an account to God!
Maybe this poem I ran across will help us: I was shocked, confused, bewildered as I entered Heaven’s door. Not by the beauty of it all, by the lights or its décor. But it was the folks in Heaven who made me sputter and gasp – the thieves, the liars, the sinners, the alcoholics, and the trash. There stood the kid from seventh grade who swiped my lunch money twice. Next to him was my old neighbor who never said anything nice. Herb, who I always thought was rotting away in hell., was sitting pretty on cloud nine, looking incredibly well. I nudged Jesus, What’s the deal? I would love to hear Your take. How’d all these sinners get up here? God must’ve mad a mistake. And why’s everyone so quiet, so somber? Give me a clue. Hush child, said He. They’re all in shock. No one thought they’d see you.  Remembering we are accountable to God for our own lives has the potential to help us see others in a different light. 

Remember We Have Motivation: For we all must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad (2 Corinthians 5:10). Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done     (Rev. 22:12).This is not a judgment of condemnation. We are pronounced righteous by the blood of Jesus Christ. Issue here is not being a child of God destined for heaven, but the rewards for following faithfully while on earth!
The word for judge here is bema.  This word is derived from the crown or wreath given to victorious athletes. The judge that is mentioned here is not the one that sits on the bench, hears the evidence, and renders a verdict, rather it is  the judgment of the umpire that awards a victory prize. Picture a raised platform, used for public address. Umpire or referee who, as at the Olympic games, ascends his judgment seat to pronounce the winner and award the prize for those who have done well. Just as an Olympic athlete may get a gold, silver, or bronze medal so will Jesus reward believers for faithfulness.  A good motivation for going to work is getting a paycheck and not getting fired. A good motivation for doing well in school is playing sports. It’s a works oriented motivation. The motivation Jesus is speaking about is a grace orientated motivation. We are motivated by His love and sacrifice for our sins. I don’t know if there are degrees of rewards for faithfulness or not. But the Bible does mention several rewards:

Crown of Life: Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him (James 1:12; Rev. 2:10). Those who endure trials, persecution and even martyrdom while loving  Jesus every step of the way receive a crown of life!
Crown of Righteousness: Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day – and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing            (2 Timothy 4:8). For those who have completed the Christian race with integrity while longing for Jesus return.

Crown of Incorruptibility: Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever (1 Corinthians 9:25). Those who are disciplined and self controlled in living the Christian life receive a crown that will last forever.
Crown of Glory: And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away (1 Peter 5:4). Those who faithfully pastor and lead the church of Jesus Christ receive a crown of glory.
A very wealthy woman entered heaven. An angel gave her a bicycle to ride on the streets of gold. While peddling along, she saw her maid go by in a Cadillac. Her gardener was driving Rolls – Royce. Seeing this she was quite upset and asked the angel to explain. The kind of transportation you get in heaven depends on the type of Christian life you lived on earth. Few days later the angel saw her laughing and asked her what was so funny? Yesterday I saw my pastor going by on a pair of roller skates. Our motivation on earth is not the reward in heaven. We long to hear Jesus say,  Well done good and faithful servant. Our motivation is focusing on the rewarder Himself, Jesus Christ.
This week memorize 2 Corinthians 5:10. Ask God for grace to live each day in light of this truth. 
In the early 1800s, John Todd was born into a large family who lived in Rutledge, Vermont. At an early age John was orphaned and the children were farmed out to the relatives. John ended up being taken in by an aunt who was supposed to be loving. I say she was "supposed to be," because John had never met the lady. Caesar, the aunt's house servant was sent with a horse to collect the six-year-old boy. Caesar put the boy on the animal, and as they traveled, they talked. John said, Will my aunt be there? Caesar replied, Oh, yes, she'll be there waiting up for you. Will she love me? Ah, she has a big heart. Will I have my own room? Will she let me have a puppy? Your aunt has everything all set, son. I think she has some surprises, too. Do you think she'll go to bed before we get there? Oh, no! She'll be sure to wait up for you. You'll see when we get out of these woods. You'll see her candle shining in the window.

It was exactly as Caesar said it would be. There was a candle in the window and a waiting aunt in the doorway. The fine lady reached down, kissed the boy and said, Welcome home! She fed him supper, took him to his room, and waited until he fell asleep. At his aunt's home, John Todd grew up, eventually becoming a great minister. Years later, long after he had left her, his aunt wrote to tell him that her health was failing and she would soon die. Wishing to reassure her that Jesus had transformed death and made it nothing of which to be afraid, John wrote: 

"My Dear Aunt, years ago I left a house of death not knowing where I was to go, whether anyone cared, whether it was the end of me. The ride was long but your servant encouraged me. Finally, he pointed out your candle to me, and there we were in the yard and you embraced me and took me by the hand into my own room that you had made up. After all these years I still can't believe it - how you did all that for me! I was expected; I felt safe in that room - so welcomed. It was my room. Now it is your turn to go, and as one who has tried it out, I'm writing to let you know that  Someone is waiting up. Your room is all ready, the light is on, the door is open, and as you ride into the yard - don't worry, Auntie. You're expected! I know." John Todd knew what Jesus can do, how He can transform the Day of Judgment. We are expected.  Let that be your motivation each day in living for Jesus Christ. Amen!
