THE BEST IS YET TO COME
#17 Heaven Is A Wonderful Place
June 14th, 2009 – Revelation 21

A Sunday School teacher asked her class of children, Tell me what you think heaven will be like? She got all kinds of answers, but I especially like this one from a third grade boy who said, Heaven is going to be the happiest part of my dead life. There’s a song that goes: Heaven is a wonderful place, filled with glory and grace - I want to see my Savior’s face, Heaven is a wonderful place... I want to go there. Hopefully the description we find in Revelation 21 wets our appetite to WANT TO GO THERE!  Heaven Is A Wonderful Place!
We can experience heaven on earth NOW! You may be interested or even surprised to find that the images found here all describe in some measure the experience of the Christian life. In eternity these things will be perfected or brought to completion. C. S. Lewis said, The Christians who did the most for the present world were just those who thought most of the next. The mystery is that we are already in heaven! For many people their goal is to get to heaven. Our goal is to be more like Jesus on earth, because our destiny is heaven.
Believe it or not, it’s true. We’re already there. Ephesians 2:6 tells us God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus. God wants us to experience on earth what awaits us in heaven.
Physically we still face loss, heartache, tears, pain, BUT we ARE in God’s presence right now. The brilliant scientist Sir Isaac Newton said that he could take his telescope and look millions and millions of miles into space. Then he added, But when I lay it aside, go into my room, shut the door, and get down on my knees in earnest prayer, I see more of Heaven and feel closer to the Lord than if I were assisted by all the telescopes on earth. Let’s focus on two ways God want us to experience heaven on earth! Read Revelation 21:1-5:
I’M ENABLED TO LIVE A NEW LIFE BY GRACE
The Battle: Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth…New Jerusalem...former things have passed away… Behold, I make all things new (Rev. 21:1,5). The first thing we learn is that the old has passed away and so God is making a new creation. It reminds me of what Paul taught in 2 Corinthians 5:17: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! My old life of sin and selfishness has passed away and in its place is a new and righteous life. I am no longer the same person. What I used to be no longer counts. What counts is a new creation. (Gal. 6:15) This is grace – that my sins are no longer held against me - that my old life is gone and in its place is life that is pleasing to God. By God’s grace I am enabled to live a new life a heavenly life right now. 

Couple weeks ago after church Michael said, Dad you have a caterpillar on your shirt. So I took my little green hitchhiker outside. Caterpillars are interesting creatures. They represent life in transition-- one which seems ugly and wormlike, but ends in beauty and grace. The inner life of the caterpillar grows, but not the skin? Several times in its life cycle the inner life of the caterpillar develops causing the skin to become too tight, and so the caterpillar throws it off. The creature continues to enlarge until a special, wonderful day arrives and the caterpillar no longer needs to cast away old, ugly skins. It goes through a metamorphosis. From cocoon to butterfly. We experience spiritual growth in the same way. Spiritual growth includes experiencing our sinful nature-- wrestling with it in a thousand circumstances and then, through confession and repentance, casting it off! Each day is movement as we struggle toward something wonderful. Our God sees us as the beautiful butterfly even though our fleshly cocoon remains.
There is an A to Z list of things associated in the battle with our flesh. They bring tears, pain, and death (physical & spiritual). One day the trappings of this flesh will no longer be an issue. NO MORE: Aggravation, athlete’s foot, adultery, abortion, aides. NO MORE: Bunions, baldness, backache, bugs, bitterness, broken bones & homes. NO MORE: Cancer, cemetery’s, crime, cussing, complaining, car wrecks, crutches. NO MORE: Divorce, dope, deceit, dandruff, disappointments, death, devil. NO MORE: Evil, enemies, eye glasses, errors. NO MORE: Funerals, false teeth, fears, failings, fighting’s, fault findings. NO MORE: Garbage dumps, gas, gout, good byes, guilt. NO MORE: Heart attacks, hearing aides, hospitals, high blood pressure. NO MORE: Insurance, Immorality, Idolatry. 
NO MORE: Jails, jealousy, kidney stones, killings, liars, lice, mosquitoes, or mistakes. NO MORE: Needs, obstacles, pills, quitting, rebellion, sickness, selfishness, stealing, sin, toothaches, tears, trials, toupees, wayward children, wheelchairs, X –rays, yielding to sin, or Zodiac.……NO MORE!  (Revelation 21:4)
A couple from north Oklahoma decided to go to Florida for a long weekend to thaw out during one particularly icy winter. Because they both had jobs, they had difficulty coordinating their travel schedules. It was decided that the husband would fly to Florida on Thursday, and his wife would follow the next day. Upon arriving as planned, the husband checked into the motel. He decided to open his laptop and send his wife an e-mail back home. However, he accidentally left off one letter in her address, and sent the e-mail without realizing his mistake. In Houston, a widow had just returned from her husband’s funeral. He was a pastor of many years who had been called home to heaven. The widow checked her e-mail, expecting messages from relatives and friends. Upon reading the first message, she fainted and fell to the floor. The widow’s son rushed into the room, found his mother on the floor, and saw the computer screen which read: TO: My loving wife FROM: Your departed husband SUBJECT: I’ve arrived!
MESSAGE: I’ve just arrived and have been checked in. I see that everything has been prepared for your arrival tomorrow. I am looking forward to seeing you then! Hope your journey is as uneventful as mine was. P.S. Sure is hot down here. No more mistakes. In the midst of this battle there is an incredible blessing for God’s people
The Blessing: Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires…For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live… (Romans 8:5, 13).Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires (Gal 5:24). What is Paul saying in these two passages? Our thinking can be controlled by the cocoon (flesh) or the butterfly (life of Christ in us). The question is what is controlling my life? The cocoon or the butterfly?  The flesh or the life of Christ in me? Next time we catch ourselves struggling in the cocoon ask the Holy Spirit for grace. There is an abundant supply of grace to enable us to say no to the flesh and yes to the Spirit. No to death. Yes to life.
Freddy and the Lord stood by to observe a baseball game. The Lord’s team was playing Satan’s team. The Lord’s team was at bat, the score was tied zero to zero, and it was the bottom of the 9th inning with two outs. They continued to watch as a batter stepped up to the plate named Love.  Love swung at the first pitch and hit a single, because Love never fails. The next batter was named Faith, who also got a single because Faith works with Love. The next batter up was named Godly Wisdom. Satan wound up and threw the first pitch. Godly Wisdom looked it over and let it pass: Ball one. Three more pitches and Godly Wisdom walked because he never swings at what Satan throws. The bases were now loaded. The Lord then turned to Freddy and told him He was now going to bring in His star player. Up to the plate stepped Grace. Freddy said, He sure doesn’t look like much! Satan’s whole team relaxed when they saw Grace. Thinking he had won the game, Satan wound up and fired his first pitch. To the shock of everyone, Grace hit the ball harder than anyone had ever seen! But Satan was not worried; his center fielder let very few get by. He went up for the ball, but it went right through his glove,  hit him on the head and sent him crashing on the ground; the roaring crowds went wild as the ball continued over the fence . . .for a home run! The Lord’s team won! The Lord then asked Freddy if he knew why Love, Faith and Godly Wisdom could get on base but couldn’t win the game; Freddy answered that he didn’t know why. The Lord explained, If your love, faith and wisdom had won the game, you would think you had done it by yourself. Love, Faith and Wisdom will get you on base but only My Grace can get you Home! 
It’s GRACE that gets us to our heavenly home. Grace and grace alone! But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness (Rom. 5:20-21). I’m enabled to live a new life by grace so that I may experience a foretaste of heaven on earth inspite of my sinful nature. We are new creatures in Christ. Our God sees us as the beautiful butterfly as we struggling in the cocoon of the flesh. Look up the word grace in a concordance & reflect on its meaning this week. Memorize Romans 5:20-21.
I’M ENRICHED BEYOND MY WILDEST DREAMS BY FAITH

The Inheritance: To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son (Revelation 21:6-7). John then goes on to describe heaven in more detail. After the great Chicago fire of 1871, evangelist Dwight Moody went back to survey the ruins of his house. A friend came by and said, I hear you lost everything? He replied, Well, you understand wrong. I have a good deal more left than I lost. Man questioned, What do you mean? I didn’t know you were that rich! Moody opened the Bible and read Revelation 21:7. We have an inheritance waiting for us in heaven that leaves us speechless on earth. It’s too incredible for words. It will never perish, spoil, or fade:
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade – kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time (1 Peter 1:3-5). Jonathan who was 2 ½  found a J.C. Penney "Wish Book" in the house and began carrying it around with him everywhere he went. He’d ask his dad to "read" it to him. The pictures alone excited him. Now, imagine how he would react if his father took him to a "Toys R Us" store, opened the doors and said, Jonathan, we’ve come into an inheritance that includes everything in this store. It’s all yours. That would be heaven for him. We’re enriched beyond our wildest dreams by faith while still on earth as we look forward to our inheritance.
I saw a T-shirt that said, I’m spending my children’s inheritance and loving every minute. On earth children sometimes get an inheritance. The ugly part is when there is a lot of fuss over who is supposed to get what.

Do not let the ugly of the earthly overshadow the beauty of the heavenly. Our God is a God of beauty. John goes on to describe our inheritance that is out of this world (WatchWord Bible…Revelation 21:10 – 23… Three minutes). 
What an inheritance. Puts all earthly ones to shame. Why might God describe heaven this way? Possibly because we’ve never seen heaven - or anything remotely like it. The word pictures the angel gives in this text give us something to pin our imaginations on. It’s kind of like explaining to a little child what a roller coaster is when they’ve never seen one before. You could tell them it’s like a train, or like a slide. The description might be inadequate, but it will give the child an idea of the fun that’s awaiting them inside the park. So too for us.
The city was laid out like a square. A gigantic cube measuring 1500 miles in each direction. A square reminds us of the Holy of Holies in the temple, which was 20 cubits by 20 cubits – a square. This is significant when we consider that in verse 22 John writes, I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. On the one hand we see that God is the temple, but on the other hand the city itself is seen as the Holy of Holies. And this is, in fact, the nature of the believer today – a place of God’s residence where he communes with us. You are … God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. (Eph. 2:19-22) The Greek word translated as “temple” (naos) was used of the temple at Jerusalem, but only of the sacred edifice (or sanctuary) itself, consisting of the Holy place and the Holy of Holies. In other words the word for temple did not refer to the whole temple but only to the Holy of Holies. Paul is teaching that we are the temple in which God dwells. We enjoy a foretaste of heaven on earth as God himself indwells the believer with his presence.
The Investment: A major feature of the City is its wall. A city has a wall for protection and safety. Much of the imagery in Revelation is rooted in the Old Testament. We have a strong city; God makes salvation its walls and ramparts. Open the gates that the righteous nation may enter, the nation that keeps faith. You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you (Isaiah 26:1-3). Faith is the wall behind which the people of God are secure against the assaults of the world, the flesh and the devil. The believer remains secure in their relationship with God by faith. Faith is the greatest gift God can give to us. Paul said that each of us has been given a measure of faith (Romans 12:3) to live out our inheritance while we are on earth. The disciples asked Jesus to increase their faith (Luke 17:5). Get a faith lift by looking up the word faith in the concordance of your Bible!
Next we see that each gate was made of a single pearl. It is insightful to think about what a pearl is and how it is formed. When a grain of sand gets into an oyster and irritates its tissues the oyster will secrete a substance that changes the sand into a pearl. The source of the irritation is transformed into a pearl. Therefore the pearl stands for suffering transformed into blessing. When we understand it like this we then see that the pearl is symbolic of what Paul taught when he said, We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God (Acts 14:22) A bus driver and a minister were standing in line to get into heaven. The bus driver approached the gate and angel said, Welcome, I understand you were a bus driver. Since I’m in charge of housing, I believe I have found the perfect place for you. See that mansion over the hilltop? It’s yours. The minister heard all this and began to stand a little taller. He said to himself, If a bus driver got a place like that, just think what I’ll get. The minister approached the gate and angel said, Welcome, I understand you were a minister. See that shack in the valley? The angel had hardly gotten the words out of his mouth when the irate minister said, I was a minister, I preached the gospel, and I helped teach people about God. Why does that bus driver get a mansion, and I get a shack? Angel responded, Well, it seems when you preached, people slept. When the bus driver drove, people prayed. Next time you are experiencing hardships remind yourself that you are walking through the very gateway to heaven.
A wealthy man and his son loved to collect rare works of art. They had everything in their collection, from Picasso to Raphael. They would often sit and admire them. When the Viet Nam conflict broke out, the son went to war. He was very courageous and died in battle while rescuing another soldier. The father was notified and grieved deeply for his only son. About a month later, just before Christmas, there was a knock at the door. A young man stood at the door with a large package in his hands. He said, Sir, you don't know me, but I am the soldier for whom your son gave his life. He saved many lives that day, and he was carrying me to safety when a bullet struck him in the heart and he died instantly. He often talked about you, and your love for art. I know this isn't much. I'm not really a great artist, but I think your son would have wanted you to have this. The father opened the package. It was a portrait of his son, painted by the young man. He stared in awe at the way the soldier had captured the personality of his son in the painting. The father was so drawn to the eyes that his own eyes welled up with tears. He thanked the young man and offered to pay him for the picture. Oh, no sir, I could never repay what your son did for me. It's a gift. The father hung the portrait over his mantle. Every time visitors came to his home he took them to see the portrait of his son before he showed them any of the other great works he had collected. The man died a few months later. 
There was to be a great auction of his paintings. Many influential people gathered, excited over seeing the great paintings and having an opportunity to purchase one for their collection. On the platform sat the painting of the son. The auctioneer pounded his gavel. We will start the bidding with this picture of the son. Who will bid for this picture? There was silence. Then a voice in the back of the room shouted We want to see the famous paintings,

skip this one. But the auctioneer persisted. Who will start the bidding? $100, $200? The son! The son! Who'll take the son? Finally, a voice came from the very back of the room. It was the longtime gardener of the man and his son. I'll give $10 for the painting. Being a poor man, it was all he could afford. Going once, twice, SOLD for $10! A man sitting on the second row shouted. Now let's get on with the collection! The auctioneer laid down his gavel. I'm sorry, the auction is over. When I was called to conduct this auction, I was told of a secret stipulation in the will. I was not allowed to reveal that stipulation until this time. Only the painting of the son would be auctioned. Whoever bought that painting would inherit the entire estate, including the paintings. The man who took the son gets every thing!  Much like the auctioneer, His message today is, whoever takes the Son gets everything.

In the Christian life we experience a foretaste of heaven in the here and now. For us life is a little bit of heaven on earth. I’m enabled to live a new life by grace. I’m enriched beyond my wildest dreams by faith. Reflect on Revelation 21 this week. Heaven is a wonderful place…Amen.

