THE BEST IS YET TO COME

#18 REMEMBER JESUS LAST WORDS
June 21st, 2009 – Revelation 22:12-16, 20
Today’s message is the last in the series The Best Is Yet To Come!  If you had a chance to leave behind a final message, what would you say, and who would you say it to?  Veronica Hynes carries around a taped message that is very precious to her from her husband Captain Walter Hynes of the New York City Fire Department. Captain Hynes, and his crew raced to the world trade center on September 11, 2001, when the second hijacked plane flew into the south tower. Just before he dismounted his fire truck, he called home and left this message: Honey, it’s bad, it’s real bad!! I don’t know if we’ll make it out. I just wanted to tell you that I love you and the kids. Pray for me and the guys! Veronica Hynes takes comfort that she has those last words from her husband, because he was thinking about his loved ones in his final moments!! Veronica will never forget her husband’s last words. 
I believe Jesus would not want us to ever forget His last words as well because He was thinking of us. Jesus did not speak His last words on the cross. His last words are recorded in Revelation 22:12-16, 20. Let’s read them together!
One of the greatest honors we can give Jesus is REMEBERING JESUS LAST WORDS daily in our life. 
I can’t always remember everything. Just ask Connie. Sometimes I forget to do things ( lock doors…turn off lights). Three elderly sisters  lived together. One sister got up to go to bed, and half way up the stairs she stopped and asked, Was I going up or was I coming down. One sister replied with a hint of aggravation, You were going up to bed. A second sister headed into the kitchen to make herself a sandwich. Once in the kitchen she hollered back to her sister who was still down stairs: What did I come in here for? The sister responded again, this time a little more annoyed than the last: You went in to make yourself a sandwich. I’m so glad I am not as forgetful as the both of you are she said as she knocked on the wood of the end table. Then she got up, walked over to the door, and said, Who is it?
Let’s remember Jesus last words as we let them encourage us in our Christian faith.

I DESIRE TO BLESS YOU

Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book (Revelation 22:7). The Lord also reaffirms His promise to bless those who keep the words of Revelation. This word has the idea of guarding, protecting, and attending to carefully. The Lord will bless the people who read, believe and live out the words of this book. That was His promise at the beginning (Rev. 1:3) and it is His promise at the end. The Bible was not given to us so that we would have something to lay on the coffee table or put on a shelf somewhere. The Bible was given to us to read, believe and live out. Jesus DESIRES TO BLESS US! How badly do we want to be blessed is the question!
In verse 18: I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book. It was customary in ancient days for writers to put this kind of warning at the close of their books, because the people who copied them for public distribution might be tempted to tamper with the material. John’s warning was not addressed to a writer, but to the reader and the hearer. Now please don’t miss this, because this warning, applies to all Scripture, but specifically Jesus is talking about  Revelation.  2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is God – breathed (inspired)… every word of it is inspired by God Himself. Don’t mess with my word. The one who guards and lives out His Word will be blessed. The one who alters it will be disciplined in some way. Today many twist Scripture to make it say what they want it to say.  “The Jesus Seminar” every year votes on what passages of Scripture to keep. God said what He meant, He meant what He said, and we have no right and no authority to tamper with it. We are not to judge the Word of God, rather, the Word is to judge us! We also may be the only Bible some people ever read!
Bill Wilson has a church in the poor part of New York City. They have 16,000 people who attend Sunday school!  How?  They bus them in and they have sidewalk Sunday school and church.  One story is about a little girl who rode on the bus driver's lap all the time. The bus driver could only speak Spanish, so she told the little girl over and over that she loved her and that Jesus loved her too.  After several weeks the little girl got off the driver's lap as she prepared to return to her apartment.  That was at 2:30.  At 6:30 that evening they found the little girl's body.  Her mother had beaten her to death, placed her in a plastic sack, and put the sack under the stairs outside her apartment.  Probably the last loving thing that little girl heard was that bus driver say, I love you and Jesus loves you too! That’s keeping the book! We may be the only Bible some people every read. What are people reading from your life?
Remember what the summer challenge was from a few weeks ago? Read the four Gospels this summer. Allow the Word of God to bless us as we focus on the character of Jesus as portrayed in each Gospel. How you doing with the challenge?  Did you forget? Maybe you were not here that Sunday. This is one way we can corporately honor Jesus words. You also may have your own personal devotions. I am presently using Portals of Prayer & Our Daily Bread. There are many resources to help remember Jesus last words I DESIRE TO BLESS YOU! Jesus wants to bless us in His Word. How badly do we want to be blessed is the question that each of us must answer personally for ourselves! Reflect on Jesus last words in Revelation 22:7! I DESIRE TO BLESS YOU! Let Jesus words encourage you!
I  GOT YOU COVERED
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End (Revelation 22:13). I like Eugene Peterson’s translation from The Message Bible: The God who is, the God who was, and the God about to arrive. Alpha and Omega is the A to Z of the Greek alphabet. I cover absolutely everything from A to Z! John wrote this Revelation when everything seemed to be going in the wrong direction for his life and the church. Jesus says: Your history can’t be written until I have the last word. He is the Redeemer of whatever we are going through. Jesus will write the end to our story. He will have His way no matter what the circumstances. Jesus is saying to us that He has got us covered. I’m in control!
I spoke with dear saint once who was going through a difficult time. I listened and reminded them that Jesus had everything under control. They said, I did not hear that very much growing up. I guess I need to be reminded of that every so often. Don’t we all? A birthday card showed a guy in his shorts sliding down a banister. The card read, as you slide down the banister of life, may all the splinters go your way. Now the truth is that splinters don’t always go our way, & life can be very painful. We need to remember who has us covered along life’s road.
Just to make sure we get it if we missed it the first time Jesus adds: I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star (Revelation 22:16). Can you think of two things that are further apart? Can you think of two objects more different than a root that is in the ground & a star up in the heavens? Jesus is saying: Spiritually, I have always been. Biologically, I am the offspring of David. Nothing can uproot a Christian that is firmly rooted in Jesus Christ. The morning star does not appear until immediately before the sunrise. When the night is the darkest, that’s when the morning star appears. The Morning Star is Venus. When it does appear it is the brightest in the sky.  When we go through the toughest times in our life, Jesus is  there, shining! Never forget that Jesus has us covered. 
I have shared this before but in case you forgot or did not hear the first time. Do you know what holds the human body together? A cell adhesion protein molecule called Laminin. Laminin is vital to making sure overall body structures hold together. The interesting thing about this molecule is that it is in the shape of a cross when you see it under a microscope. Paul said in Colossians 1:17: He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. Jesus holds everything together. That’s some kind of super glue! The cross brings to us the benefits of that covering!
Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood (Revelation 22:14 -15). The ultimate covering is being accepted by God and allowed to stand in His presence and be a citizen of His city by grace through faith. Oprah Winfrey has stated on several occasions that there are many roads that lead to heaven, but I believe this verse is a direct contradiction to her belief. A lot of people are hoping that their way will get them through the gates, but God tells us that some people (many in fact) will be rejected. Jesus said that wide is the gate that leads to destruction. Narrow the gate that leads to life. Many find the wide gate and only a few the narrow (Mathew 7:13-14).

It doesn’t say that any way to heaven is as good as the next. There is one way and anyone who refuses to take it will be rejected. Let me give you an example: If you want to reach me on my cell phone you must dial the right numbers. More than that, you must dial them in the right sequence. That is the only way to get my phone to ring. Is that narrow minded? No, it is exclusive. Does that make it wrong? No, it makes it true. I don’t know why some people seem to have no problem with that concept but can’t get over the same principle applying to heaven. There are not many ways. Just one way. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life.  What a blessing to be given the robe by Jesus Himself. We have been covered. We have been forgiven of our sins. That is the ultimate covering!
Have you ever felt your life was coming apart? Have you ever felt the crushing weight of life’s worries robbing you of Jesus’ peace? A Bumble Bee, if dropped into an open tumbler, will be there until it dies, unless it is taken out. It never sees the means of escape at the top, but persists in trying to find some way out through the sides near the bottom. It will seek a way where none exists, until it completely destroys itself. We can be like that Bumble Bee.  We can go through life miserable and frustrated, forgetting to look up. Or we can remember Jesus has everything under control. Power to live the Christian life is found by remembering Jesus last words. I GOT YOU COVERED. Reflect on Jesus being the Alpha & Omega and the bright Morning Star this week! Rejoice in His covering on earth!
IT WON’T BE LONG
There are enough promises in the bible to have one for every day of the year. Of all the promises in the Bible, here’s the last: Yes, I am coming soon (Revelation 22:20). Jesus says this three times in the last chapter (also vs. 7 & 12). A pastor was preaching a message on the return of Jesus Christ. He stepped out of the pulpit to declare a third time that Jesus is coming soon! He tripped and landed on the lap of a couple sitting in the front pew. The husband looked at his wife and said: Well, I guess we shouldn’t be upset. He warned us 3 times! Jesus reminds us three times in the Bibles last chapter. For some it will be a warning for the believer it’s a word of hope. IT WONT BE LONG.
Our response to Jesus very last word should be our daily prayer. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen ( Revelation 22:20-21). It’s His grace that gives us the confidence to declare this promise back to God in prayer. It is not so much the linear, chronological time that is so important as it is the sense that he is never far away. For God one day is like a thousand years and a thousand years like a day. We mostly think in terms of June through July. The year 2009. Next year 2010. What happened years ago. Time can move ever so slowly and at other times it moves so very fast. Especially that last week of school. So slow. Summer ever so fast. The promise of Christ almost two thousand years ago was that he would come soon. It was true then and it’s true now. Paul said MARANATHA (Aramaic) in 1 Corinthians 16:22. Only time used in Scripture. Come, Lord Jesus!
There is a sense of the ever present promise of God in one of the sermons of Martin Luther King Jr. In March of 1965 a group had marched from Selma, Alabama to Montgomery. Many within the civil rights movement had grown weary of waiting for justice. Some called for stronger measures and questioned the non-violent strategy of Dr. King. How long must we wait, many asked. King's response is a classic statement of faith. As the crowd responded with vigor, King spoke: I know you are asking today, How long will it take? Somebody’s asking, How long prejudice will blind the visions of men… I come to say to you this afternoon, however difficult the moment, however frustrating the hour, it will not be long…. How long? Not long, because no lie can live forever. How long? Not long, because you shall reap what you sow. How long? Not long!  So also the people of God wonder how long it will be until right and not might makes right. IT WON”T BE LONG!
The issue is not if Jesus is coming but are we watching? I didn’t say waiting, but watching! A ship had been away for months, but now it was returning the captain looked thru binoculars and told his crew, your wives are standing on the pier, waiting for you. They docked, and disembarked but one man’s wife was missing. The others razzed him a bit. He sped home, threw open the door, and there she was, very happy, dressed up, with dinner on the table.        Hi honey, I’ve been waiting for you! He said, You’ve been waiting for me, but the other guys wives were watching for them! Which depicts our life? Waiting or watching? Oh that we would be watchers rather than waiters. 
Several years ago, an experiment on endurance was conducted at the University of California at Berkeley involving Norwegian field rats. The rats were placed in a tub of water, where they were forced to swim until they grew exhausted and finally drowned. During the first experiment, the researchers discovered that on the average, Norwegian field rats were capable of swimming for over seven hours before drowning. A second experiment was conducted, exactly like the first but with one exception. When a rat was getting too exhausted to swim any longer, the researchers would remove the rat from the tub of water for a few seconds, and then put the rat back into the water to continue swimming. These rats were able to swim for almost twenty hours before perishing. The researchers concluded that the rats in the second group were able to swim much longer than the first group because they had hope. They had experienced a rescue--and what kept them going was the hope that they would be rescued again. Revelation is a book of hope for those who know Jesus as the Rescuer. We know that our bodies will succumb to death, but there is hope for the future because Jesus Christ is coming again! IT WON’T BE LONG!

Jesus last words are I WANT TO BLESS YOU. I GOT YOU COVERED. His very last word is IT WON’T BE LONG.  There is nothing like a mother's arms and soothing voice saying, Everything will be okay, to bring a child's anxious heart to rest. These final words of Jesus given to John give the sense of the lines from Bernard of Cluny’s  classic hymn, Jerusalem the Golden. Little is known about Bernard, except that he spent his life as a monk in the wealthy and influential monastery of Cluny. Reflect on the words this week. The Best Is Yet To Come! AMEN!
	1. Jerusalem the golden,

With milk and honey blest,

Beneath thy contemplation

Sink heart and voice opprest.

I know not, oh, I know not,

What joys await us there,

What radiancy of glory,

What bliss beyond compare.


	2. They stand, those halls of Zion,

All jubilant with song

And bright with many an angel

And all the martyr throng.

The Prince is ever in them;

The daylight is serene;

The pastures of the blessed

Are decked in glorious sheen.


	3. There is the throne of David;

And there, from care released,

The shout of them that triumph,

The song of them that feast;

And they who with their Leader

Have conquered in the fight

Forever and forever

Are clad in robes of white.


	4. O sweet and blessed country,

The home of God's elect!

O sweet and blessed country

That eager hearts expect!

Jesus, in mercy bring us

To that dear land of rest,

Who art, with God the Father

And Spirit, ever blest.



