OLD TESTAMENT CHALLENGE
#7 The Christians 911

September 6th, 2009 – Psalm 91:1


Where were you Tuesday morning, September 11, 2001 when you heard the news about the planes crashing into the twin towers of the World Trade Center? What were the thoughts running through your mind? I was at the church office when Connie called about the news. This was the bloodiest day in our nation’s history since September 17th, 1862 when 4,700 Union and Confederate soldiers died in the Civil War battle of Antietam. 
President Bush said, I ask for your prayers for all those who grieve, for the children whose worlds have been shattered, for all whose sense of safety and security has been threatened. And I pray they will be comforted by a power greater than any of us. Billy Graham said, In times like this, we realize how weak and inadequate we are, and our greatest need is to turn in repentance and faith to the God of all Mercy and the Father of all comfort. If ever there was a time for us to turn to God and to pray as a nation it is now. We will never forget September 11, 2001.
There are also times in life when we dial 911 for an emergency. We did this several times for mom when she fell.

Just as people dial 911 in an emergency so the believer turns to the Word of God. Turn to Psalm 91 as we conclude the Old Testament Challenge. Think of this Psalm as THE CHRISTANS 911. This Psalm was found to be one of the 50 favorite passages of many Christians. It is the Psalm that carried many of the missionaries in China through the turmoil of the Boxer Rebellion at the turn of the century. One missionary said that her family would have literally lost their minds had it not been for the help and strength of the 91st Psalm. This also has great meaning for those who serve in the armed forces.  Let us dwell on two thoughts this morning from Psalm 91: 
REST IN HOPE (v1-4)
First we are to Rest in Hope: Psalm 91:1-2 says, He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge & my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.  Art Linkletter saw a small boy scrawling wildly on a sheet of paper and asked, What are you drawing?  “I’m drawing a picture of God” the boy replied. You can’t do that, because no body knows what God looks like. The boy confidently replied, “they will when I’m finished.” Like the boy scribbling at his desk, people draw their view of God according to their own imagination and desires. Swiss Theologian Karl Barth said, there are only 2 ways to attain knowledge of God: one is to begin with man and reason upward; the other is to begin with God and accept His revelation of Himself to us. Notice four names of God that reveal truths about who God is and why we must call upon Him daily:
Next week we begin a new series Getting To Know God Better based on the names of  God.

The Most High in Hebrew is the word “El-yon” it means Possession.  God is the owner of everything! Thirty six times in scripture God calls himself by this name. God owns it all, for he created it all. The Hebrew word for shelter means a place to hide from your enemies. Did you know that mosquito repellants don’t actually "repel" at all? They hide you. The spray blocks the mosquito’s sensors so they don’t know where you are. In much the same way God can become our trouble repellant. He doesn’t always dispel troubles from our lives but He can hide us from them! The Hebrew word for refuge literally means hope, shelter, or trust. The terms “Shelter and Refuge” picture TENDER images of the Most High God. Like a bird covering her young under her soft wings.  


After a forest fire in Yellowstone National Park, forest rangers began their trek up a mountain to assess the damage. One ranger found a bird literally petrified in ashes, perched statuesquely on the ground at the base of a tree. Startled by the eerie sight, he knocked over the bird with a stick. When he struck it, three tiny chicks scurried from under their dead mother’s wings. The loving mother, keenly aware of impending disaster, had carried her offspring to the base of the tree and had gathered them under her wings. She could have flown to safety but refused to abandon her babies. When the blaze had arrived and the heat had scorched her small body, the mother had remained steadfast. She had been willing to die so that those under the cover of her wings would live. Tenderness without strength would fail to give the kind of protection needed. But strength without tenderness would fail to be the kind of protection you would want. God’s strength provides our protection, and reminds us that we are cared for deeply.
This imagery no doubt reflects the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus on the cross to pay the sin debt of the world.
The Almighty in Hebrew is the word “Shaddai” it means Provision. The picture here is that God is the provider of all. God is the one that supplies all our needs. God revealed Himself under this name to Abraham in Gen 17:1-2 when He promised to be His God and bless him. This name speaks of the God who has the power to be and do all that He’s promised.  The term fortress pictures an image of toughness. It is a place of absolute safety, where you are guaranteed protection from all attack. From the perspective of those covered, God is warm and tender; from the perspective of the attacker, God is as strong as steel. A mighty fortress is our God a trusty shield and weapon.

The Lord in Hebrew is the word “Jehovah” it means Promise. This was the greatest Hebrew name for God. The eternal one! The unchanging one! - The great “I AM” who has promised to care for his people. The most common name used of God (over 6500x). He revealed Himself to Moses by saying, “I AM WHO I AM.” This name describes His eternal power and unchangeable character. In a world where values, morals, and laws change constantly, we can find stability and security in our unchanging God. The term faithfulness (v4) pictures a trustworthy image. God is 100% faithful even when we don’t understand everything. Even when we ask why!
My God in Hebrew is the word “Elohim” it means Power -The word appears some 2700 X’s in scripture - It is often associate with creation thus the thought is of power. Now, consider the picture the Psalmist just painted! El-yon, Shaddia, Jehovah & Elohim. The God of Possession...Provision...Promise...& Power! What an awesome God!

During the Civil War a Confederate soldier who was placed far out at the edge of the woods as a sentry suddenly felt a strange fear come over him. The moon was shining dimly in the woods. And while it seemed unwise, he felt a compelling urge to sing softly the old song, Jesus, Lover of My Soul by Charles Wesley (TLH 345). Verse one: Jesus, Lover of my soul, let me to your bosom fly. While the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high. Hide me; O my Savior, hide, till the storm of life is past; Safe into the haven guide. Oh, receive my soul at last.           Verse three: Will you not regard my call; will you not accept my prayer? Lo, I sink, I faint, I fall; Lo, on you I cast my care; Reach me out your gracious hand! While I of your strength receive, hoping against hope, I stand, dying, and, behold, I live. Immediately felt relieved of his fear. A few years later, after the war, he was at a church & sang the same song. Following the service a stranger came up to him & said, I’ve never met you, but I’ve heard your voice before. And he asked him if he had sung that same song one night when he was a sentry during the war. Then the stranger told him that he & his men, Union soldiers, had been there hidden among the trees & had their guns aimed at him. We were ready to fire, but as we heard that song I said to my men, Don’t shoot that man and we slipped away and left you. I shall never forget the voice I heard that night.  As baptized children of God we can rest in hope as we go through the day to day routine of life. Jesus is our shelter, refuge and fortress.

RELAX IN FAITH (v5-16)
Second, we are to Relax in Faith. You will not fear the terror of night. Matthew 10:28 Jesus said, And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. Black Bart was a professional thief whose very name struck fear as he terrorized the Wells Fargo stage line. From San Francisco to New York, his name became synonymous with the danger of the frontier. Between 1875 and 1883 he robbed 29 different stagecoaches. Amazingly, Bart did it all without firing a shot. Because a hood hid his face, no victim ever saw his face. He never took a hostage and was never trailed by a sheriff. Instead, Black Bart used fear to paralyze his victims. His sinister presence was enough to overwhelm the toughest stagecoach guard. 

30 years ago researchers at Johns Hopkins University reported that the greatest fears of grade-school children were: 
1. Animals 2. Being in a dark room 3. High places 4. Strangers 5. Loud noises. Today, 2009, kids are afraid of:
1. Terrorism (Al Qaeda) 2. War 3. Disease 4. Divorce 5. Death. Truth is so are adults! Black Bart has a new name: Osama bin Ladden / Al Qaeda & terror-ism, striking fear deep into the hearts of people. Today the spirit of fear wreaks havoc in minds & hearts of many! Unfortunately, that is true of many Christians as well! Circumstances mentioned: Terror, arrows, pestilence, and the plague that destroys.  Sometimes life seems out of control and we feel like victims of our circumstances. We say words like, I’m doing OK under the circumstances! What are you doing under you circumstances?! Someone said that circumstances are like a mattress: if you’re on top you can relax easy, but if you get underneath, you suffocate! Are you suffocating this morning or relaxing?
If you make the Most High your dwelling. The word for dwelling has been used to refer to an animal’s lair, a place of retreat, or the place you call home. Do you feel right at home in trusting God to care for your needs? No one seeks shelter in a place that they do not believe will keep them safe, it all boils down to trust. Relax and trust God to be our refuge. A man was taking a tour of the Holy Land in Israel and inadvertently fell into the Dead Sea. He began kicking and yelling, trying to keep himself above water, but the more he kicked, the deeper he sank. The tour guide yelled over to him, Stop fighting and relax the water is full of salt and you will sink if you keep moving. Trust me! When the man relaxed and stopped kicking, he began to float up to the top of the water due to the influence of the high salt content on the water. We sink when we fight against our problems. When we relax in faith, the influence of God’s presence lifts us up. We need to keep our eyes on Jesus so we don’t sink. Where are your eyes today?

Go back to verse two & notice the faith connection: My, my, my and I: this is a personal thing. It’s all about you trusting God for yourself! To the extent that you trust in God, that is the extent of the refuge and protection you’ll experience in Him. One young boy was telling the pastor that his mother said his prayers for him each night. What do you mean, your mother says your prayers for you?  The youngster replied, When mom tucks me in she always says, "Thank God he’s in bed.  Some find it hard to relax! Relaxing in faith is a choice we make daily. God is never negligent or caught off guard: (v5-6) night and day, darkness and at noon He is on the job. Every minute of every hour of every day of every week of every month of every year God faithfully provides shelter and refuge for those who come to Him. Write down 24/7/365! Relax! Isaiah 26:3-4 You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you. Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal.

One person who experienced God’s comfort & peace through Psalm 91 was the famous 19th-century British preacher, Charles Haddon Spurgeon. In 1854, shortly after he had been called to minister to a London church, the city experienced a major cholera epidemic. The death rate was so high that Spurgeon was conducting funerals daily. He later wrote, I became weary in body & sick at heart. My friends seemed to be falling one by one, & I felt that I was sickening like those around me. But as Spurgeon was returning from conducting yet another funeral service, a poster in a shoemaker’s shop window got his attention.  The poster contained sections of Psalm 91:5-7. The impact upon Spurgeon was dramatic. He wrote: The effect upon my heart was immediate. I felt secure, refreshed, girt with immortality. I went on with my visitation of the dying in a calm & peaceful spirit; I felt no fear of evil & I suffered no harm. The providence which moved the tradesman to place those verses in his window I gratefully acknowledge, & in the remembrance of its marvelous power, I adore the Lord, my God. He learned to relax in faith. So can you!
What about all the faithful Christians who weren’t covered by Psalm 91? How does Psalm 91 square with reality when a Christian dies in war, or an accident or a tragedy? An unknown person. wrote: 9-11 Letter from God:

You say you will never forget where you were when you heard the news on September 11, 2001. Neither will I.

I was on the 110th floor in a smoke filled room with a man who called his wife to say, "Good-bye." I held his fingers steady as he dialed I gave him the peace to say, "Honey, I am not going to make it, but it is OK...I am ready to go." I was with his wife when he called as she fed breakfast to their children. I held her up as she tried to understand his words and as she realized he wasn’t coming home that night. I was in the stairwell of the 23rd floor when a woman cried out for Me for help. "I have been knocking on the door of your heart for 50 years!" I said, "Of course I will show you the way home - only believe in Me now." I was on four of those planes, in every seat, with every prayer. I was with the crew as they were overtaken. I was in the very hearts of the believers there, comforting and assuring them that their faith has saved them. I was in Texas, Kansas, and London. I was standing next to you when you heard the terrible news. Did you sense Me? I want you to know that I saw every face. I knew every name - though not all know Me. Some met me for the first time on the 86th floor. Some sought Me with their last breath. Some couldn’t hear Me calling to them through the smoke and flames; "Come to Me...this way...take My hand." Some chose, for the final time, to ignore Me. But, I was there. I did not place you in the tower that day. You may not know why, but I do. However, if you were there in that explosive moment in time would you have reached for Me? September 11, 2001 was not the end of the journey for you. But someday your journey will end. And I will be there for you as well. Seek Me now while I may be found. Then, at any moment, you know you are "ready to go."
I will be in the stairwell of your final moments. Remember I love you. What is a practical truth for us?

All of life finds its meaning in a relationship with Jesus Christ. Because he loves me,’ says the Lord, ‘I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. He will call upon me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him. With long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation    (Psalm 91:14-16). If you have a love relationship with Jesus then even the greatest disappointments in life have meaning and purpose because all of life finds its meaning and purpose in Christ, in spite of bad things happening!
It does not mean that nothing will ever happen to us. We are not victims of the whims of the devil. All of us are affected by the evil that is present in the world. But the message of this Psalm is that even though we may be affected by evil, it is not caused by God, and God promises to redeem the situation by using it for his own purposes. It is not the result of something we have done wrong.  Sometimes our suffering is the result of our own  poor choices. If you are driving at 90 mph in a 35 mph zone, don’t blame God when you crash. Don’t even blame the devil. Blame yourself. Sometimes we suffer because of foolish things we have done, and neither God or the devil had anything to do with it. But the great thing is that we have a God who takes the worst that happens to us no matter how it happens and uses it for his purposes when we turn to him. He can even use our dumb mistakes and redeem them. Even our greatest sorrows can have meaning. If God permitted it, he can use it. 
The first American that lost their life in this war in Afghanistan was a CIA officer and he was a devout believer.  The parents and the widow of this young man appeared on Larry King and was asked, How are you coping with this great loss? The widow responded, We are all believers in Jesus Christ. What that means is because Jesus conquered death. Because He lives my husband also lives and is alive today and we will all be reunited in eternity. Even if innocent Americans are victims of another attack, all who call out to God, placing their faith in Jesus Christ will find eternal security in Him. We still live in a fallen world, but our God turns tragedy into triumph. Our relationship with Jesus is the filter through which we look at all of life. That relationship helps us to interpret all the things which happen to us. We see him standing there in the midst of the situation we face holding out his arms to us. Our security is not in an unstable world economy, but neither is it in the most powerful political system in our world today. As the chorus of a song goes: In Christ alone I place my trust and find my glory in the power of the cross. In every victory let it be said of me. My source of strength my source of hope is Christ alone!
Memorize Psalm 91:1 so you’ll have God’s 911 fresh in your heart. Reflect on Jesus Lover of my Soul & In Christ Alone this week.  An umpire once called Babe Ruth out on strikes. When the crowd booed with sharp disapproval at the call, the legendary Ruth turned to the umpire with disdain and said, There’s 40,000 people here who know that the last pitch was ball, tomato head. Suspecting that the umpire would erupt with anger, the coaches and players braced themselves for Ruth’s ejection. The cool headed umpire replied, Maybe so, Babe, but mine is the only opinion that counts. Regardless of the opinions, philosophies & views of this world, there’s a Sovereign God in heaven that allows us to rest in hope and relax in faith. Embrace God’s 911 today! Amen!
