GETTING TO KNOW GOD BETTER
#2 Elohim the Creator: Life is Precious
September 20th, 2009 – Genesis 1:1

 
A group of alumni, highly established in their careers, got together to visit their old university professor.  Conversation soon turned into complaints about stress in work and life. Offering his guests coffee, the professor went to the kitchen and returned with a large pot of coffee and an assortment of cups-porcelain, plastic, glass, crystal, some plain looking, some expensive, some exquisite-telling them to help themselves to the coffee. When all the students had a cup of coffee in hand, the professor said:  If you noticed, all the nice looking expensive cups were taken up, leaving behind the plain and cheap ones.   While it is normal for you to want only the best for yourselves, that is the source of your problems and stress. Be assured that the cup itself adds no quality to the coffee. In most cases it is just more expensive and in some cases even hides what we drink.  What all of you really wanted was coffee, not the cup, but you consciously went for the best cups.  And then you began eyeing each other's cups. 
Now consider this: Life is the coffee; the jobs, money and position in society are the cups. They are just tools to hold and contain life, and the type of cup we have does not define, nor change the quality of life we live. By concentrating only on the cup, we fail to enjoy the coffee God has provided us. God brews the coffee, not the cups. Enjoy your coffee because life is precious. Making, not having the best of everything is what counts.

Today we’re going to look at God’s very first name as found in the very first verse in the very first book of the Bible. It’s the name Elohim. This first name for God is used more than 2,500 times in the Bible, 32 times in the first chapter of Genesis alone. Specifically, this name means that He is the strong Creator God. Today’s message is Elohim the Creator: Life is Precious.  Turn to Genesis 1:1-5 and follow along as I read the opening verses. I’ll insert this Hebrew name as I read: In the beginning Elohim created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of Elohim was hovering over the waters. And Elohim said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. Elohim saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. Elohim called the light ‘day,’ and the darkness he called ‘night.  Because God calls Himself Elohim, there are at least four foundational truths about this name that will fortify our faith.
FOUR FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS


Elohim is Eternal (Genesis 1:1a). Some men were trying to answer the question, Where did the earth come from? After compiling their data and feeding it into a sophisticated supercomputer, they pushed the answer button with great anticipation. Lights flashed, and finally the computer spit out the answer: See Genesis 1:1. Look again at the first four words: In the beginning God [Elohim]. You know this is the first instance of baseball in the Bible –

in the big inning. This is a declaration that God has always been! He’s had no beginning and He will have no end. The Mormons believe the God of the Bible is the offspring of a man and woman god. They believe that faithful Mormon couples will, themselves, become gods like Jehovah and will give birth to other gods. God refutes this in Isaiah 43:10: Before Me no God was formed, nor will there be one after Me. Isaiah 44:6: I am the first and I am the last, apart from me there is no God. Augustine was once asked what God was doing before He created the world. He thought for a moment and replied, He was creating it for people who ask questions like that.
Genesis 1:1 is a simple declaration of Elohim’s existence. Pastor E.V. Hill spoke at a Promise Keepers event in Chicago. He preached on just two words: God is. He repeated this phrase over and over, and over again!  God is. What’s the significance? It means everything! If God is, then bad can be made good, sin can be atoned, and chaos can be brought to order. If God is, then there is hope for the hopeless, and help for the helpless. If God is, then everything in life has meaning and purpose. All life is precious and sacred. But if God isn’t, then we’ve got a mess.
A boy prayed, Dear God, take care of my daddy and mommy, my sister and brother, my kitty and doggy. Oh, and God, please take care of yourself, because if anything happens to you, then we’re all going to be in a big mess.
Aren’t you glad that nothing will happen to the Eternal One? He is here today. He was here yesterday. And He will be here tomorrow. He was, He is, and He will be. You can count on Him. As Psalm 14:1 says, only those who are foolish doubt God’s existence: The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.  Many are foolish today. Unlike the evolutionist, who has to come up with where the first atom came from, we don’t have to make up an opinion, we simply have to believe what God said – In the beginning I was already present and accounted for. Rejoice in that!
Elohim is Omnipotent: (Genesis 1:1b). Look at the last part of Genesis 1:1: …created the heavens and the earth. The Hebrew word for create means to create out of nothing. Elohim brings design out of disorder; He created the cosmos out of chaos; He birthed beauty out of barrenness, and He continues to do the same in lives today. It is no accident that the first thing God wanted us to know about Himself is that He is the all powerful Creator. The whole revelation of Scripture is rooted in this fact, from Genesis to Revelation. Look at these Scriptures:

Psalm 95:6: Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. Proverbs 3:19: By wisdom the LORD laid the earth’s foundations. Ecclesiastes 12:1: Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble come.. Isaiah 45:9:Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker. Acts 17:24: The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands.
Revelation 4:11: You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being. The early church viewed the doctrine of Creation as the beginning point of theology, and a bedrock biblical belief. Its importance is summed it up at the very beginning of the Apostle’s Creed: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth. The complexity of our universe reveals an all knowing & all powerful God.

How vast is the universe? Pretend the earth is a grape. In proportion, the sun is the size of a beach ball 163 yards away. The largest planet would be Jupiter  the size of a grapefruit five blocks away. The nearest star would be 24,000 miles away and the Milky Way would be 55 billion miles wide. If we possessed an atlas of our galaxy that devoted 1 page to each star in the Milky Way, the atlas would run more than 10 million volumes of 10k pages each. It’d take a library the size of Harvard’s to house the atlas and to flip through it at a rate of 1 page per second would require over 10k years. The power it took to create what we know to exist in this Universe. Beyond comprehension.
Psalm 147:4: He determines the numbers of the stars and calls them each by name.

Let’s just take our Sun, for example. Our Sun, like all stars, is basically a huge hydrogen bomb. However, the Sun’s explosive power produces in one second the equivalent of 90 billion of our man-made H-Bombs. Let me give you another comparison. One day’s worth of the Sun’s energy output - if it could be harnessed - would meet the world’s total energy consumption for 27 years. Each second, the Sun’s energy output is 400 billion billion megawatts. That is to say, each second the Sun emits enough energy to light-up 400 with 26 zeros - 100 watt light bulbs. In one second, the Sun’s power output is equivalent to 500 with 23 zeros horsepower. Now, the Sun’s power is impressive by itself, but don’t forget that there are millions of stars like our Sun in our Milky Way Galaxy. And there are thousands, if not millions, of galaxies like our Milky Way in the known Universe. Thus, the sheer magnitude of power necessary to create and sustain this Universe is so enormous that all one can do is stand in awe before it. The Prophet Jeremiah was awed by God’s power when he said in Jeremiah 32:17: Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you.
Paul Gentuso was a budding evolutionist until he studied the human hand in medical school. He said, In anatomy class we dissected the human hand. In investigating it, I first removed the skin, then isolated the individual tendons and muscles and worked my way to the bone. The tendons of the hand are aligned in tendon sheaths, like self-lubricating pulleys, allowing the hands to work tireless, noiseless, and in an effortless fashion. It was perfectly designed to carry out all of the work it was called to do – everything from lifting a small object to lugging a tree trunk. The experience so deeply affected Gentuso that he completely changed his mind about the existence of God. He wrote, In seeing how each tendon was perfectly aligned along the axis of each finger and how each finger moved in coordinated fashion when tugged by individual tendons, it became obvious to me that there was a Creator who intelligently designed and created man. This was the first time in my adult life that I could say with assurance that a Creator existed. It was a spiritual experience for me. I went from doubt to certainty based upon seeing God’s creation. Gentuso later became a missionary physician and a resident doctor in Nashville.
On Christmas Eve, 1968, the three astronauts of Apollo 8 circled the dark side of the moon and headed for home. As their tiny capsule floated through space, they gazed on planet earth. What do you think they did? They did not quote Einstein, Shakespeare or Darwin. There was only one statement that could capture the magnificence of that moment. As billions of people all around the world listened, an astronaut acknowledged Elohim as Creator as he read these words: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. His fingerprints are everywhere. The earth is marked, if you will, by a sign that declares in bold letters: Made by an Omnipotent God.  And because He is the Creator, He is greater than that which He has created. That means we can trust Him because there is nothing in our life that is greater than He is. With Jeremiah we can say, Nothing is too hard for you. Trust Christ by faith!
Elohim is One: A third application from the name Elohim is actually an allusion to the Trinity. The “im” ending of Ehohim is a plural suffix. The implications of the Hebrew construction of this word is absolutely incredible, nothing short of profound. EL means mighty, strong    HIM is plural.  The literal  translation of the Hebrew of Genesis 1:1 should read, In the beginning GOD (plural) created the heavens and the earth.

Here’s the cool part. Although the name Elohim is plural, it is often treated as a singular noun.  Genesis 1:26:
Then God [Elohim, plural] said [singular], ‘Let us [plural] make man in our [plural] image, in our [plural] likeness…  God lives eternally in community. God’s heart is a community heart. That is why when He created mankind, He created him in and for community. Community, I would suggest to you, is part of the image of God in man. We function best in community, in healthy community, in strong community. The Church is meant to be alternative community. Community is part of the fundamental image of God.
2 Corinthians 13:14: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God (the Father), and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. God the Father sent the Son to save us from our sins and now the Holy Spirit has sealed our salvation. The Trinity makes redemption & relationship possible. God made us for relationship. What God desires from us is relationship. More than our life, He wants our love. More than our hands, He wants our heart. In 1978 after a bad accident I got to know Jesus better as my Savior. In 1983 on vicarage at True Light Lutheran Church I read a book by Watchman Nee called the Normal Christian Life and I got to know the Holy Spirit better by relating to Him as a person not just a name in the Creed.  In 1995 through a song called Precious Child I got to know  my Heavenly Father in a deeper way.  As we get to know our God better it affects the way we treat others. 
At Sunday School they were teaching how God created everything, including human beings. Little Johnny seemed especially intent when they told him how Eve was created out of one of Adam’s ribs. Later in the week his mother noticed him lying down: Johnny what is the matter. Johnny: I have pain in my side. I think I’m going to have a wife. On earth sometimes there is pain in our relationships isn’t there? We hurt others with words & actions.  The heart of community is relationship and here is the application of this dynamic. God dwells in community, and made you and me to dwell in community - now get this - it is mind blowing - God wants to dwell in community with you and me. And He does that best when we dwell in community with each other. That is why the mark of true Christianity is love - love is the essence of community, By this will all men know that you are my disciples, if you have love one for another.  When Elohim is central in our relationships there is peace and harmony. Are there some relationships that are out of harmony in your life? Forgive and receive forgiveness so that peace my flow once again.
Elohim is Purposeful: Jeremiah 1:5:Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you a prophet to the nations. Like Jeremiah, you and I were made with purpose. He made us thoughtfully, carefully, precisely. We were not born by accident and the circumstances of our birth and home life were not decided upon by chance. Events in our life were not simply the result of luck or chance. Our life has been designed specifically by God because it is in our best interest. NOW GET THIS, you are in the best interests of God. God chose circumstances that would be best for you, best to ensure that you had the best opportunity of responding to His love and entering into community life with Him. He designed you specifically. Every person is priceless. 
Psalm 139:14-15 paints a vivid picture thousands of years before technology: For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. David, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, is allowed to take a peek into God’s prenatal care unit. His constant concern for us is simply the natural interest that a maker would have in a very special product. God don’t make no junk!
A picture is worth a thousand words. In 1999, an unborn child named Samuel was operated on for spina bifida. A disabling birth defect in one or two of every 1,000 babies born. His photograph in Life magazine captured the entire world’s attention. During surgery, Baby Samuel reached out and grabbed the surgeon’s finger. Photojournalist Michael Clancy went from being pro-abortion to being pro-life as he witnessed this procedure and recorded it with his camera. As he put it, I was totally in shock for two hours after the surgery…I know abortion is wrong now—it’s absolutely wrong.  Samuel’s father said, Well we wanted a baby and this is the one God has chosen to give us. Today Samuel lives a normal life. We are exactly as ELOHIM designed us. That design has purpose. That purpose has glory. We are God’s painting. We are God’s poem. How well are you fulfilling your purpose?
For whom life has lost its purpose, for whom the pain and regrets of today have stolen the hopes and dreams of tomorrow, and every soul blackened by the burden of guilt, every hand stained by the blood of shame, every heart hardened by the humiliation of sin. To know ELOHIM is to accept, without being crippled, the reality of yesterday, to walk, without being overcome, through the challenges of today, to face, without any hesitation, doubt or fear, the prospect of tomorrow. To know Elohim is to know your very reason for drawing breath. GOD MADE US ON PURPOSE and LOVES US on purpose. If you have ever agonized over your physical limitations or looked at the complexities of your life and thought it hopelessness. Col. 1:16:…all things were created by Him and for Him. 

The good news for us, today, is that Elohim is Eternal, Omnipotent, One and Purposeful. The promise of Elohim to all baptized believers, is forgiveness of all our sins - peace that passes all understanding while on earth - and, an Eternal future spent with Him! The chorus of  Precious Child by Andy Park goes: I am Yours because You have chosen me. I’m your child because You’ve called my name and your steadfast love will never change. I will always be your precious child. The two verses go: 1. Show me dear Lord how you see me through Your eyes so that I can realize Your great love for me. Teach me O Lord that I am precious in Your sight and as a father loves his child so you love me.2. Show me dear Lord that I can never earn Your love that a gift cannot be earned only given. Teach me O Lord that Your love will never fade that I can never drive away Your great mercy. Reflect on what it means to be His precious child this week. Ask God to help you get to know Him better as Elohim.  Amen. 


