GETTING TO KNOW GOD BETTER

#3 Yahweh the Enabler: From Excuses To Excellence
September 27th, 2009 – Exodus 3:14-15
What would you like to be or do for God if there was nothing to hinder you? What keeps us from reaching our full potential for God? Each of us has been stretched over the years to grow in a certain area. Pray out loud for the first time. Little scary! What probably kept us from growing? Excuses. We felt inadequate. I can’t do that. I remember taking a public speaking course in college. How am I ever going to be able to do this? I was so nervous. I was only 160 pounds out of high school. Never dreamed of playing college football. I’m not big enough. After putting on some muscle from lifting weights (use your imagination) a coach encouraged me to try. Often, another person encourages us to grow and overcome the excuses that limit our full potential in life and in the kingdom of God. 
Isaiah 42:8: I am the LORD (Yahweh) that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols.

As we continue with the series GETTING TO KNOW GOD BETTER we discover Yahweh is our Enabler. Most Bible scholars agree that Yahweh is God’s proper name and that all of the other names are simply a further description of His character and activity. The name Yahweh occurs over 6,800x in Scripture and is distinguished by the word LORD (in caps) – 3x more than Elohim. Its derivation is simple – the Hebrew word means to be or being – God is. It implies that God in His essence is life and that life is found Him alone – He is the self-existent One who is personal and engaged, and enables His people to be all that they can be. Yahweh is our Enabler.
Originally, Yahweh was written with four consonants and no vowels – YHWH. The Jews considered the name so holy that they wouldn’t pronounce it for fear they’d profane the holiness of God. When they came upon it in their reading they’d refrain from pronouncing it aloud and the only time God’s name was pronounced aloud was once a year on the Day of Atonement. When scribes would copy Scripture, they’d stop and take a bath before writing the name and use a new pen to write this one name and then destroy the pen afterward.
Wow! This is a far cry from how God’s name is respected today. Part of our problem today is that we’ve become too casual with God. Instead of hesitating to even pronounce His name, we use His name flippantly. God’s name has become part of our slang and is used more often in swearing than in prayer. Many curse His name out loud; denigrating Him by making unfair accusations, or by simply thinking too little of Him. In Exodus 20:7: You shall not misuse the name of the LORD [Yahweh] your God, for the LORD [Yahweh] will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. We are to not treat His name as “empty” or “nothing.”
HOW BIG IS YOUR BOX?


In his classic book called, “Your God is Too Small,” J.B. Phillips writes: The trouble with many people today is that they have not found a God big enough for modern needs. That may be because for many of us, our view of God has not changed much since we were children. Some of the images that we may hold include the following: 
The resident policeman who is just out to bust us for our behavior. The grand old man who just winks at our wrong-doing. The managing director who controls everything.  The meek and mild God who is helpless to do anything about our situation.  God as a type of holy vending machine that must meet our needs. In short, Phillips rightly suggests that we have put “God in a box” and our box is pretty small [Hold up box]. We have shrunk Him down so much that our thoughts about Him are nowhere close to what the Bible teaches. Some of us have made Him in “our image” instead of fully living out what it means to be made in “His image.” Are you ready to take God out of your box of preconceived ideas? In order to see the bigness of God, we need to understand more about what He goes by.

How big is your box? The size of your box is proportional to your faith. It’s time to break God out of our boxes of preconceived ideas and release Him to be the God of our lives instead of the God of our notions. Turn to Exodus 3 where we are introduced to the meaning, the majesty, and the mystery of the name Yahweh. The other names of God that we will study are revealed to individuals in specific situations or simply stated in Scripture. This particular name comes straight from God Himself, and because it does, we must approach this section with some awe and reverence. It’s my prayer that when we’re finished, our box will be bigger than when we came in.
HOW DO WE BREAK OUT OF THE BOX?
We’re going to look at four hammer blows that will break God out of our boxes. Moses has been tending his father-in-law’s sheep for about 40 years after killing an Egyptian for the way he had mistreated an Israelite. God is now getting ready to call Moses to the task of leading the Israelites out of their bondage in Egypt, and Moses isn’t too happy about it. D.L. Moody said, Moses spent 40 years thinking he was somebody, and then he spent 40 years learning that he was a nobody, and then he spent 40 years discovering what God can do with a nobody.

Yahweh is Present: (Exodus 3:1-4).  As Moses was moping around on a mountain he looked up and saw a bush that was on fire and did not burn up. He decided to go over and take a closer look. When he got to the bush, verse 4 says that God called out, “Moses! Moses!” Moses replied, “Here I am.” God comes to us through ordinary means in ordinary situations to do extraordinary works. In this case God used a bush. You pass these all the time, never paying any attention since it is part of the environment. Now sometimes God uses incredibly ordinary things, people, events, and places,  and does extraordinary types of things to get our attention. We have a tendency to literally walk through life paying little attention to the familiar. That is what is happening with Moses.
Let me give you some insight where Moses was in his journey at this time. He has two children. Gershom, which means stranger. Moses is saying that he felt like a stranger out there in the desert. He does not belong. He is out there wandering. He has a lack of purpose, meaning, and fulfillment in life. His second son was Eliezer, which means the God of my Fathers has become my help. Very significant. In the 40 years on the backside of the desert, Moses all of a sudden begins to sense that God was present in his life and had a plan and purpose all along. Lets face it at times you and I are on the backside of the desert. We wander and walk and our hearts are not there. We are thinking there has to be more to life than this. God is present in the ordinary. He may use a crises, a person, or an event to get our attention.
Christine Gauthier was smoking a cigarette as she walked toward her tiny cabin north of Toronto Canada. She tried to kick the habit, even prayed about it. Not even the death of her beloved Aunt Bernie from lung cancer could help. Her Aunt had begged her to quit. Her aunt loved the cabin. It had no electricity. She wanted to make sure there was enough propane in the tank to run the fridge and stove for the weekend renters. Seeing the cabin in the distance she thought about her aunt. The words, Quit smoking; it will kill you, grew louder in her mind as she got closer. She stopped, put out the cigarette. Fine, Auntie, I put it out. See? When she entered the cabin she discovered the previous renters forgot to turn off the propane tank before they left. When she returned home she started a quit - smoking program. She said, How could I ignore those strong words, spoken to me in a familiar voice I was allowed to hear at just the right time? That was Christine’s burning bush.  What is God using in your life to get your attention?
Thank God we have the means of grace. God’s Word and Sacraments in which God affirms His presence with us. 
Yahweh is Particular: (Exodus 3:5). God then told him to come no closer and to kick off his sandals because the place where he was standing was “holy ground.” Moses not only unlaced his sandals; he also covered up his face “because he was afraid to look at God.” Moses probably liked his sandals because they were pretty comfortable. God is calling him to step out of himself, to leave his comfort zone and get to know what is really important. 
If you want to step into God’s presence and discover His will, then you’ll have to step out of your comfort zone and into His care. You’ll have to step away from your humanity and into His holiness. It’s amazing how we think we have something of value to offer to God. Some people think their way is better than His. Somewhere along the way though, God has to humble us and instill with in us a sense of holy awe, reverence and humility. Yahweh is particular because He is pure and holy. God is holy, holy, holy and will not allow a self-sufficient and self-willed individual into His presence. What are some comfortable areas in your life? Bring them to the cross today!

Yahweh is Personal: (Exodus 3: 6-9). He tells Moses how He has enabled past generations in verse six. Moses, I have taken care of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. I want you to know Moses that I will take care of you too.
God knows what is happening in our life. Look at verses 7-9: “The LORD [Yahweh] said, ‘I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come down to rescue them…I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them’” 
I have seen. I have heard. I have come. God was personally aware of what was happening to his people for 350 years.  God hears the cries of His people today. Aren’t you glad that God sees our suffering and is moved by our misery as well? He is very personally involved in the lives of His people here at Risen Christ! Good news!
Yahweh is Patient: (Exodus 3:10 – 4:17). This is one of my favorite parts of this story. God is describing His heart and plan for Israel and Moses is excitedly agreeing with God’s plan. This is awesome God – and then God informs Moses that His plan relies on Moses going in His name.  What? Have you lost you eternal mind? This means we have no greater call in life than to be on mission with God. It is His will that in our marriages, homes, occupation, hobbies, and church, that we are about His business of seeking and saving the non-baptized while edifying the baptized. Any and every decision we make must be filtered through the idea of His kingdom. The question is not “How is this going to affect me?” but  “How is this going to affect the Kingdom of God?”
When Moses finds out that God wants to use him says, Oh, God let me give you my list of all the reasons why you don’t want to use me. He’s got quite a list. Telling God all the reason why he couldn’t, shouldn’t or wouldn’t.
Listen to some of the excuses given to the Metropolitan Insurance Company explaining accidents: 1. I had been driving for 40 years when I fell asleep at the wheel and had the accident. 2. The pedestrian had no idea which direction to go, so I ran him over .Some interesting excuses parents used for keeping their children out of school, including the actual wording:1. My son is under a doctor’s care and should not take PE today. Please execute him. 
2. Please excuse Lisa for being absent. She was sick and I had her shot.  3. Please excuse John from being absent on January 31.32. & 33. 4. Please excuse Jerry from gym today. Yesterday, he fell out of a tree and misplaced his hip.

Have you ever wondered what it would sound like if excuses for church related things were used elsewhere, such as at a ball game? 1.Every time I went, they asked me for my money. 2. The people I sat by weren’t very friendly.
3. The seats were too hard and uncomfortable. 4. The coach never comes by to visit me. 5. The referee made a decision I didn’t agree with. 6. Some games went into overtime, and I got home late. 7. The band played music I was not familiar with. Do you think these church related excuses would work at a ball game?  

From Excuses to Excellence:

I AM UNWORTHY: (Exodus 3:11) “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?

Moses had a confidence problem so God gave him the promise of His presence. The question is not – Who you are but whose you are. You + God = a majority every time. When a nobody meets a somebody, they can begin to touch everybody. I AM UNKNOWING: (Exodus 3:13) What shall I tell them regarding your name? Moses had a content problem so God gave him a plan. He was to tell them I AM WHO I AM has sent you. Yahweh. I am the God that is bigger than any box that you can make to limit me. It is time to break God out of our boxes of preconceived ideas and release Him to be the God of our lives instead of the God of our notions. Jesus Christ is risen. That’s big!
I AM UNAUTHORIZED: (Exodus 4:1) What if they do not believe me or listen to me? Moses had a credibility problem, so God gave him grace. A staff became a snake. His hand turned into leprosy, and water turned to blood.  Why these signs? To symbolize His power and authority over Pharaoh and his government. The snake was the animal chosen by Egypt to symbolize its power and authority. Egypt and its authority existed only as God wills. Linus was taking heat from Lucy for a newfound calling. Patting little birds on the head. The distressed birds would approach, get patted on the head, sigh deeply, and walk away satisfied. Linus took a lot of flack from Lucy.

What is wrong with patting birds on the head? She replied, No one else does it.  What do you have in your hand?   Use whatever God has placed in your hand. If God made you a patter, then keep patting to the glory of God. It is not what you have  or who you are, but it is the grace of God working in and through you that can make the difference.
I AM UNABLE: (Exodus 4:10) I have never been eloquent. Moses had a communication problem so God gave him a person. That was his brother Aaron. At time we may feel inadequate due to a personal handicap. Instead of using our inadequacies as crutches we need to thank God for them. Wendy Stoker placed third, just 2.5 points from first place, in the Iowa’s girl’s state diving championship. As a freshman at the University of Florida she earned number two position on the diving team. Her goal was the national finals. She has a full academic load. She types 45 words a minute with her toes. Wendy was born without arms. Excuses do not have to get in the way of excellence!
Remember 25 year old Nick Vujicic? He was born without arms or legs and given no medical reason for this condition. Faced with countless challenges and obstacles, God has given him the strength to surmount what others might call impossible. Along with that, the Lord has placed within him an unquenchable passion to share this same hope and genuine love that he has personally experienced with more than two million people in over 19 nations. 
Through Jesus we have forgiveness of sin, hope for tomorrow, and a purpose for living. Excuses can be overcome!

But you say, how can God use me. God can use anyone or anything. If He can speak through a donkey, then He can work through someone as stubborn as you and me. But I’m not gifted enough! I’m not smart enough! I’m not qualified! God doesn’t call the qualified – He qualifies the called. You don’t have to be qualified – just willing and obedient. God knows our tendency to be unfaithful and despite our failures, God is patient with us. In fact, He is more patient with us then we are with one another. Sadly though, many of us move through life committed to God so long as it doesn’t inhibit our plans. All I can say is: Thank God  He is patient. God has a plan and a people. His plan is that His people accomplish His plan. He knows we will not be perfect. But He’s not going to give up on us or throw out His plan. He’s going to patiently guide and adjust our lives to His will. God understands that His call is awesome and beyond our human abilities, excuses included.
The moment Moses quit making excuses; God began to solve his problems. Read Exodus 4:18-19. This is the greatest point of the lesson right here. God cannot be our Enabler until we quit making excuses. Every one of the things we were so worried about is now no longer an issue. Often we want God to solve our problems and then we go. God wants us to go and then He will solve our problems. There is a big difference. What excuses do you need bring to the cross this week? Repent and let the blood of Jesus wash us clean! Marie Bowen’s mother fell on the day before her 88th birthday at the assisted living facility. Marie flew from her home in Dallas to San Antonio to be with her mom. She was worried if the staff could really take good care of her mother now that she needed so much extra care.  She prayed for strength and guidance. She was reminded of a hymn that said, He will give me grace and glory. As those words gave her comfort and peace she noticed how two nurses aides gave her mother outstanding care. How could I have not appreciated the staff here before? She thanked them and they replied, If you mom needs anything, we’ll be here. I’m Gracie and this is Gloria. Allow His grace and glory to remove any obstacles or barriers in your life. Let go and trust Jesus!  AMEN!
