GETTING TO KNOW GOD BETTER

#5 Yahweh Our Banner

October 18th, 2009 – Exodus 17:15
A captain and three sailors were left on a sinking ship. The captain believed that a captain going down with his ship was nonsense. There was a three man life raft on board and he was going to be on it. To see who would come with him, he would ask them each one question. The one who could not answer would stay behind. First question: What unsinkable ship went down when it hit an iceberg? The first sailor: The Titanic sir. Second question: How many people perished? Second sailor: 1,517 sir. Final question: What were their names?  That is a real challenge!
It is a real challenge for us to get to know God better, wouldn’t you agree?  By learning His names, we’ll be able to better understand His nature and character. Each name of God in the Old Testament has its fulfillment in Christ. Romans 15:4: For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. One pastor said: The Old Testament is really the richest commentary ever written on the New Testament. If you are…beginning to fail and your heart finds itself in the grasp of doubt, then turn to the record of God at work in the Old Testament. 
Today’s name is Yahweh Our Banner. Yahweh Nissi. In order to understand and appreciate today’s name let’s look at how this name was first used. When we come to chapter 17, the people are on the move, and when they get to Rephidim, they become thirsty again. True to form, the Israelites immediately lash out at Moses one more time in verse 2: So they quarreled with Moses and said, ‘Give us water to drink. Then they start grumbling  and accuse Moses of bringing them into the desert to kill them. Friend, if you find yourself grumbling and complaining, it could be a sign that some sourness has infected your spiritual life. Someone has said, Christians are like cars – when they begin to knock, there’s something wrong inside. When we fail to see God’s hand in our daily affairs and to trust Him for our daily provision, we begin to fret and complain about our difficult circumstances.

Moses cries out to the Lord: What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me. God then instructs Moses to take some of the elders and go ahead of the people. When he comes to the rock at Horeb, he was to strike it with his rod, or staff. When he hit the rock, water flowed out of it. I’m sure that Moses wanted to take his staff and smack some belly-achers, but instead he was told to hit the rock. In one sense we could say that the people deserved to be hit by the rod of God, as we all do. Because we are sinners, we deserve the judgment that comes from  Elohim or Creator. But instead of hitting them, God provided a substitute, and the rock was hit instead.

1 Corinthians 10:4: …for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 
God was saying to Moses, Take that staff and instead of striking them, strike the Savior for their sins. That really puts things in perspective doesn’t it? Way back in Exodus God is giving us a picture of the need for a substitute sacrifice. Jesus took the blows that are rightfully ours, absorbing the full force of God’s judgment.  According to verse 7, this place was called Massah and Meribah, which are names that mean testing and rebellion. They were putting God to the test by saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” Next they encounter a relentless enemy.

 RELENTLESS ENEMY
Verse 8 describes the dilemma that God’s people are about to face. While they are at Rephidim, getting refreshed, the Amalekites attack. The Amalekites were the descendants of Esau, and were the enemies of God and of God’s people. Amalekites represent our sinful nature (the flesh) and the evil one who continuously comes after us. The war between Amalak (Satan, world, flesh) will continue until Jesus returns. When Moses sees that his people are about to be pummeled, he calls out to Joshua in verse 9: Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my hands. Joshua searched for the best men.
 Up until now, God fought all their battles for them. Now, they are told to be proactive and fight their enemies. The danger here is that they will have to remember that they cannot do anything in their own strength. Instead of just being observers of God’s work, now they were being asked to be participants in God’s work. The same is true for us.  Oliver Cromwell fought for England over 300 years ago, had no military training but was very successful. He often pointed to the fact that God enabled him to win his battles. He is known to have said to his troops:             Trust in Providence and keep your powder dry. We must do what we can but must always trust in God.
Two million Israelites are trying to quench their thirst when the Amalekites attack. The Amalekites have gone out of their way to come after God’s people, because Rephidim isn’t even close to where they live. They want to take them out before they head to the land of Canaan. Satan does the same to us. He comes after us when we least expect him, and he’ll go out of his way to knock us out, or knock us off stride. We know from Deuteronomy 25:17-18 that the Amalekites attacked when God’s people were at their weakest point: Remember what the Amalekites did to you along the way when you came out of Egypt. When you were weary and worn out, they met you on your journey and cut off all who were lagging behind; they had no fear of God. Our enemy sneaks around and tries to pick us off when we find ourselves lagging behind in faith, or stressed out from life’s circumstances as well.
The Chinese have quite a taste for wild duck. They have a very interesting way of catching them. They place hollow gourds on the lakes and ponds. Soon the ducks become accustomed to the gourds floating around and have no fear of them. Before long, a man will cut a hole in one of these gourds, which is like a large hollow pumpkin, and put it over his head. As the ducks come by he grabs the ducks leg and pulls it under the water ringing its neck without a sound. That evening the sounds of laughter and joy fill the home as the family enjoys roast duck for dinner. That is what Satan does to us. He causes the danger to creep up on us sometimes without us even knowing that its there. 

While Joshua is leading the battle below, Moses, Aaron and Hur are battling above them, at the top of a hill. Look at Exodus 17:11: As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. With the rod of God in his hand, Moses visibly demonstrated that it was the power of God fighting for them that gave them strength. As his hands are held in a posture of praise and adoration, the troops could trust that God was with them. The staff symbolized how God had come through for them before and He would do so again. It was the pledge of His presence. 

When they looked to the mighty arm of Yahweh, they experienced victory, but when Moses got tired and started to drop his hands, the Amalekites made advances. They were to fight with all their might, but they were to never take their eyes off Yahweh. They were God’s soldiers, fighting under His command. In verse 12, Aaron and Hur help Moses when he got tired. They found him a stone to sit on and then propped up his hands so they remained steady until sunset. As a result, verse 13 tells us that Joshua overcame the Amalekites. In verse 14, Moses is told to write everything down and to make sure Joshua hears about it. This word “hears” literally means “to put in the ear.” 
After the victory was won by the Israelites over the Amalekites, Exodus 17:15: Moses built an altar and called it THE LORD IS MY BANNER. [Yahweh Nissi] Moses recognized that the battle was won only because they fought under the Lord’s banner. When the Lord’s banner is lifted up, we walk in victory. 
We think of a banner as a flag. Michael has the Cardinals 1982 and 2006 World series flags in his bedroom. Team sports hang banners they win in their stadiums. I’m part Dutch  (show flag) and I’m also part German  (show flag). All of our states have flags (show Minnesota and Wisconsin). In Old Testament times, people often did not have actual cloth flags but would just use a pole, or a staff as their banner, although Numbers 2:2 states that The Israelites are to camp around the Tent of Meeting some distance from it, each man under his standard with the banners of his family. Just like every country today has a flag, so too, the 12 tribes of Israel used banners to identify and rally the troops. Banner means to glisten.  A banner was a pole with a shiny ornament that glittered in the sun. It was a signal for God’s people to rally to Him. It stood for His cause, His battle. Banners give hope and they also brought the army together with a sense of unity. The banner had no power itself, but it signified that the soldiers who are fighting have behind them one whose power and resources are at their disposal. For us the banner is the cross. Under the banner of the cross we have reliable resources available in the battle over Satan, the world, and our flesh. 

RELIABLE RESOURCES

A Life Of Power:. Joshua is a type of Christ. The name Joshua means The LORD saves. Joshua was from the tribe of Ephraim, the most powerful of all the tribes. He represented power. Paul speaks of this war against the flesh and the need for power: I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do – this I keep on doing (Rom. 7:18-19).  What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God – through Jesus Christ our Lord! (Rom. 7:24-25). He needed power! We need power to overcome Satan the world and our flesh. This life of power comes to us through Jesus Christ within us.
We live in a world where our faith is under attack constantly by the world. The identity of family and the definition of marriage is under attack. The belief in the Absolute Truth, such as God’s Word is under attack. The idea that God is relevant to our lives and the priority of Jesus in life is under attack. Jim Nantz of CBS Sports interviewed Tony Dungy after the Colts had won the Super Bowl: This is one of those moments, Tony, where there is also social significance in this victory. Tell me what this means to you right now. Tony: I’ll tell you what. I’m proud to be representing African-Americans coaches, to be the first African-American to win this. It means an awful lot to our country. But again, more than anything, I’ve said it before, Lovie Smith (Bears coach) and I, not only the first two African American, but Christian coaches showing that you can win doing it the Lord’s way. We’re more proud of that.  The associated press printed the whole story while many others left out the Christian emphasis.
The flesh is weak at times and causes us to lose the battle.  The Amalekites were descendents of Esau. Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of stew because he saw no need to preserve a future blessing when he had such a pressing present need. How often do we sell our heavenly blessing for a temporary desire? Esau sold out for hunger, yet he wasn’t going to die. He gave up something of greater value for nothing. Teens give up their virtue for something less than love. Husbands and wives end their marriages over meaningless disagreements (toilet paper). Parents escort their kids away from God’s blessings for things that have no eternal value. Amalek means dwellers of the valley. The flesh always pulls us down keeping us in the valley of doubt,  hopelessness, guilt & unfulfillment! Jesus always lifts us up to the mountain of  faith, hope, peace and fulfillment. You in the valley or on the mountain? 
Victory isn’t always quick but it should be the desire for every believer. Some of us have struggled for years with certain sins. Just like the Israelites had to battle all day against the Amalekites, so too, we often have to tackle trials and temptations for a long time before we begin to see victory. Having said that, some of us have given up, or given in, because we don’t think we can ever experience freedom. The Bible is clear that we are victors because of what Christ has done for us.  Romans 8:37: In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
A Life of Partnership: Do not underestimate the role Aaron and Hur played in holding up Moses hands
Without them, the Israelites would have lost that day. Together they formed a partnership that enabled the victory to be won. During the summer of 1904 an unlikely partnership was formed at the World’s Fair in Saint Louis. The summer was unusually hot and people were searching for something to help cool them off. Arnold  had just what they were looking for, ice cream. Lines were so long he could not wash enough porcelain bowls to keep us with demand. Next too Arnold was a pastry chef named, Ernest. His Persian wafer desert (zalabia) was not selling. He noticed the problem Arnold was having and took some warm zalabia and rolled it into a cone shape. He showed Arnold how this could hold the ice cream. The ice cream cone was born because a partnership was formed.
Our sinful nature is a much greater enemy than the heat of summer. We need friends who will battle with us and pray for us and hold us accountable.  We have been designed to be in community with others because life is way too difficult to go it alone.. To help in that partnership we have a great group of elders who are helping me with the many pastoral duties here at Risen Christ.  Every elder has several families they are responsible to partner with. Take advantage of that partnership in the days to come. 

A Christian had stopped attended church services. After a few months the pastor decided to visit. It was a chilly evening, and the pastor found his parishioner at home alone, sitting before a blazing fire. Guessing the reason for the pastor’s visit, the member welcomed him, led him to a comfortable chair near the fireplace and waited. The minister made himself at home, but said nothing. After several minutes, the pastor took the fire tongs, carefully picked up a brightly burning ember and placed it to one side of the hearth, all alone. Then he sat back in his chair, still silent. His host watched all of this in quiet contemplation. As the one, lone ember’s flame flickered and diminished, there was a momentary glow, and its fire was no more. Soon, it was cold and dead. Not a word had been spoken since the initial greeting. The minister glanced at his watch, slowly stood up, picked up the cold, dead ember, and placed it back in the middle of the fire. Immediately, it began to glow once more, with all the light and warmth of the burning coals around it. As the pastor reached the door to leave, his host said,  Thanks for the fiery sermon. See you Sunday.
There are many partnerships. A small  group is a great way to partner with others. Sunday morning classes. If your child is not coming to Sunday School, do what you can to encourage them to come. If you know some folks that need some lifting up invite them to come to Sunday morning service with you. Every quarter there is a fellowship dinner after service. This is a great time to invite friends and neighbors as our guests. 
A group of infantry soldiers were going through Airborne School at Fort Benning Georgia. As they prepared for their first jump, the jumpmaster explained that when the green light went on, everyone was to stand up, hook up, jump out, count to 4 and the chutes would open. If that failed, they had an emergency back-up chute. Then after they landed, a bus would take everyone back to main post. One soldier jumped from the aircraft, but nothing happened. He tried to open his back-up parachute. Nothing happened. As he was headed downward he thought, Great--and I bet the bus won’t be there to pick us up either!  We all need support,  hopefully you’re finding it! Many are carrying burdens that are too heavy to bear alone. Moses needed the strength of others in order fulfill God’s will. The troops needed each other to battle. As you look around, is there someone who needs you to help lift their tired arms?
I can’t tell you what a blessing it has been to partner together with you in Proclaiming Christ in a changing world.

Hard to believe we are in our second year of ministry together. Thank you for your prayers and encouragement along the way. Our family has truly been blessed here at Risen Christ. We thank God for each of you! We need each other to discover the victory of God over our adversary. We grow weary when we try to go it alone.  We need others to come alongside of us to secure the victory. We need accountability and encouragement. We need people who will stand with us and for us throughout the battle. The Lord is our Banner and we find out how to overcome the Enemy Without, and within as we learn to trust in the power of the cross and in the partnership of God’s people.
Rejoice that the Lord is our Banner and reflect on the poem The Christian’s Horizon this week:
What do I see as I look back? Millions of mercies along life’s track; God’s love shining where all was black; that’s what I see looking back. What do I see as I look within? A heart by my Savior redeemed from sin; A hope, through grace, heaven’s joy to win; that’s what I see, looking to Him. What do I see looking forth today? Blessings granted before I pray; A sheltering arm, a guiding ray, that’s what I see, looking at today. What do I see as I look on? Burdens lifted and trials gone;  A light at every, surpassing dawn, that’s what I see looking on. What do I see as I look above? God’s own banner, whose name is love;  Love unspeakable, wonderful love; that’s what I see when I look above. AMEN!



