GETTING TO KNOW GOD BETTER
#6 The Lord of Hosts
October 25th, 2009 – Amos 4:13

We live in a time where people want to feel secure at home and in the world. A mother got an unexpected knock on the door, opened the peephole and asked, Who’s there. Parcel post, ma’am,. I have a package that needs a signature. Where’s the package? The delivery man held it up. Could I see some ID! Lady if I wanted to break into your house, I’d probably just use these as he pulled out the keys she had left in the door. Sometimes others look out for us!
An elderly Florida lady found four men in the act of leaving with her vehicle. She dropped her shopping bags and drew her handgun and screamed, I have a gun, and I know how to use it! Get out of the car! The four men ran like mad. The lady was so shaken that she could not get the keys into the ignition. She was in the wrong car. She found her own car, and feeling bad, drove to the police station. The sergeant to whom she told the story could not stop laughing. He pointed to the other end of the counter, where four pale men were reporting a car jacking by a mad elderly woman carrying a large handgun.  No charges were filed. At other times we must protect ourselves.
Carey Cash, a chaplain for the U.S. Marines tells how his Battalion experienced God’s presence and power in an amazing way during the war in Iraq in his book A Table in the Presence. When they were up against the wall, God came through for them time and time again. Listen to what he writes: During the long weeks in the Kuwaiti desert, we had often talked about God’s protection and had prayed for it in every service. We had asked God for courage and quiet resolve in the face of the enemy…for six weeks, many of us had looked to God for grace and help in our time of need, and God had graciously responded. He had calmed our fears, breathed hope and confidence into our souls, and readied us for the fight. The greatest comfort is knowing THE LORD OF HOSTS fights for us!
Amos 4:13 describes this name of God: He who forms the mountains, creates the wind, and reveals his thoughts to man, he who turns dawn to darkness, and treads the high places of the earth--the LORD God Almighty [Yahweh Sabaoth] is his name. The name of God that we are considering today is Yahweh Sabaoth, which at its root, refers to a captain or general who commands a mighty army. It’s used over 270 times in the Bible. By the way, the King James translates this name as “LORD of Hosts” while the NIV uses “LORD Almighty.” We’ve already described the name Yahweh as the self-existent one who is personal, present, powerful, and the ultimate promise-keeper. The word Sabaoth can refer to one of four large groups, or a large quantity of hosts: A huge congregation  An immense army  Celestial bodies – stars (see Isaiah 34:4)  Innumerable angelic beings (see Luke 2:13) When we truly understand this name for God we will never view Him the same again. He has unlimited power & unbridled might. 
Luther captures this in verse two of a Mighty Fortress: No strength of ours can match his might. We would be lost, rejected. But now a champion comes to fight, Whom God himself elected. You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is He, Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s only Son adored. He holds the field victorious. Charles Spurgeon once preached: The Lord of Hosts…is on our side as our August Ally; woe unto those who fight against Him, for they shall flee like smoke before the wind when He gives the word to scatter them. The name Yahewh Sabaoth is used when God’s people are in deep weeds, or as they say in the South, When you’re hip-deep in alligators and there’s no way to drain the swamp. We could say it this way: God goes to battle when our backs are up against the wall. 
The Holy One is the commander of the hosts of heaven. We’re going to look at three biblical illustrations this morning to help us get a better picture of this name, and to help us learn to call Him by this name when we are at the end our ropes. We affirm that the battle belongs to the Lord. He goes to battle when our backs are against the wall.
WHEN YOU FEEL OPPRRESSED
Interesting that oppression is the context of the first mention of this name Lord of Hosts in Scripture. We find in

1 Samuel 1:3, where Elkanah, who was married to Hannah and Peninnah, went up from his town every year to worship and sacrifice to the Lord of hosts at Shiloh. This tells us about this man’s devout spirituality. The whole culture was headed south spiritually. Elkanah swam against the tide of apathy, and took his family to worship. That is a characteristic of a real man. Strong faith in Jesus Christ. I believe one of the reasons he went to the Lord of Hosts for help was because his two wives were battling each other. Peninnah had children but Hannah was barren and bothered by the whole ordeal. In that culture barrenness was thought to be a sign of God’s displeasure.
Hannah means a woman of grace. She lived out that grace in the way that she handled her inability to bear children and how she handled the continual abuse and cruel words from Peninnah whose name means venomous. Verse 6 describes the character of Peninnah: …her rival kept provoking her in order to irritate her. She couldn’t just be thankful that she had children but felt the need to needle and harass Hannah. The word provoke literally means to cause her thunder. She’s trying to get Hannah to blow her top! The word irritate refers to being stirred up inwardly. Verse 7 says that Peninnah provoked Hannah so much that she wept and would not eat. Have you ever been so upset that you couldn’t even eat? The Yankee sweep will do that to Twins fans.

Hannah’s back was up against the wall. Bitter and broken she took her requests to Yahweh Sabaoth. In verse 11, she makes a vow saying, O LORD of Hosts if you will only look upon your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the LORD for all the days of his life… She needed God to fight for her because she was at the end of her rope.  I love the FAMILY CIRCUS. One day the family is sitting at the table while Dad is helping Billy with his homework. Billy says: What is the greatest power source in the world? Each one thinks of what the answer might be: race cars, Niagara Falls, power lines. Mom pictures her children kneeling beside their beds saying their prayers. If Hannah lived in our culture she might have prayed for a girl, since researchers in Finland found that boys may actually shorten the life span of mothers. To Eli the priest the intensity of her prayers at first seemed to him that she had too much wine but he discovered that was not the case at all.
Eli responded in verse 17: Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of him. That was all Hannah needed to break that spirit of oppression and hopelessness over her soul. She received the blessing that Eli spoke over her and went on her way with a whole new outlook on life. God heard her request and gave her a son named Samuel. Incidentally, one reason I think God answered her prayer is because this mother knew that Israel needed a godly man like Samuel and she was willing to give him back to the Lord for His purposes and plans. She had the right motives and God honored that. We need godly young people in our culture more than anything.

At times we come into worship on Sunday morning feeling oppressed like Hannah. Allow the Word of God to wash your mind and soul clean from the things that oppress you. Fill your mind with the Word of God during the week so that you may rise above your circumstances. Imagine what going through each day with a Christ inspired outlook on life can do in our family, workplace, and environment in which we live. Are you oppressed by someone right now or maybe depressed about a situation like Hannah was? Bring it to Jesus in prayer. Remember God goes to battle when our backs are against the wall and WE FEEL OPPRESSED.
WHEN YOU FEEL OVERWHELMED

God also unleashes the armies of heaven when we are overwhelmed. There are times we want to run away from giant size problems. In 1 Samuel 17 we read the account of David and Goliath. The Philistines were the arch enemies of Israel and had gathered for war in the Valley of Elah (show slide) to take on God’s people. The Philistines had a champion named Goliath who was two feet taller than Shaquille O’Neal at 9 ft. 9 in.. He was decked out in body armor that weighed 126 pounds and his spear weighed 16 pounds. Could any really be that tall? Robert Wadlow was 8’ 11” and weighed almost 500 pounds. His shoe size was 37AA. His hand was a foot long. When he died at the age of 22 in July of 1940, he was still growing and needed 8,000 calories just to survive. 


David’s job was to take some bread and some cheese (must have been from Wisconsin) to the commander of the unit and to also check on how his older brothers were doing. When David was there he heard Goliath shout his usual defiance. This taunting had been going on twice a day for forty days. Each time the Israelites heard his voice, they all ran away from him in great fear (verse 24). Reminds me of an Adventures in Odyssey episode. The setting is a snowball fight that broke out over some warm chocolate chip cookies. Alex, the commander of this ragtag army asks a question to the younger and smaller squad, Are we warriors or are we wimps? To which they reply in a very high voice, We are wimps, sir! That’s precisely how the Israelites were acting. They should have been warriors but they were wimps. David ends up going out to fight the giant Goliath as a testimony of his faith in the Lord of Hosts!
When Goliath came closer to David and saw that he was just a boy, he despised him and said in verse 43: Am I a dog that you come at me with sticks? After teasing him, he called out a curse on David and declared that he would feed him to the birds and the beasts. I love David’s response in verse 45.  You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, [Yahweh Sabaoth] the God of the armies [Sabaoth] of Israel, whom you have defied. In David’s eyes, God was the giant and Goliath was just a goon. God’s powerful presence was more real to David than Goliath was to the wimpy warriors. He was so confident in Yahweh Sabaoth as the commander of the armies of heaven that the Bible says that he ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him (vs.48) And with one stone from his sling, he slayed the giant. That reminds me of Isaiah 54:17: 

No weapon forged against you will prevail, and you will refute every tongue that accuses you. Here is some advice when facing giant size problems in our life:

Measure the giants you face against the greatness of God, not yourself. What giant are you facing today? Unemployment, debt, bills you can’t pay, a past you can’t shake, or a future you can’t face! To David, the giant was an opportunity to know God better, not an obstacle to his faith. A pastor was sitting next to a nun who was visibly frightened of flying. He said: Don’t worry Jesus said I am with you always. Nun replied: No, Jesus said, LO I am with you always. High, low, large or small it doesn’t matter His greatness compared to the giants we face pales in comparison. Psalm 84:12 says, O LORD Almighty [Yahweh Sabaoth], blessed is the man who trusts in you.

Remember who you are in God and who God is in you. David had just been anointed by Samuel in the previous chapter and therefore knew his position and his purpose. Do we?  He is the Commander of the awesome armies of heaven and will go to battle for believers who reach out to Him in faith. David made two observations about Goliath. One to Saul’s soldier (v.26) One to Saul himself (v36). Two Goliath related comments (nothing about his skill or age ) but he gives much thought to God. God thoughts outnumber Goliath thoughts 9-2. How does this ratio compare with yours? Do you ponder Gods grace four times as much as you ponder your giants? Is your list of blessings four times as long as your list of burdens? Is your mental file of hope four times as thick as your mental file of gloom and doom?  Are you four times as likely to describe the strength of God versus the weakness of man!
When I lived in New York there was a gigantic statue of Atlas in front of the RCA building. Straining to hold the world on his shoulders. Some try to live that way. Across the street is Saint Patrick’s Cathedral and behind the altar is a statue of Jesus as a boy, and with no effort, he is holding the world in one hand. The truth is we have a choice. Who are we relying on when overwhelmed with giants. Ourselves or Jesus?

WHEN YOU FEEL OUTNUMBERED

At times we feel outnumbered. Have you ever felt stuck? When you sense that you can’t fight or flee from your problems, when you feel alone against a multitude of people or problems, it’s easy to want to give up. In  2 Kings 6  we read of an unforgettable encounter. The prophet Elisha, not to be confused with Elijah, had managed to enrage the King of Aram. When this king determined that Elisha was in a town called Dothan, he mobilized his army, complete with horses and chariots to surround the city and set up an ambush to annihilate Elisha.

When Elisha’s servant got up early the next morning to pick up the paper, he looked up and saw a mighty army encircling the city. He panicked and woke Elisha up, exclaiming in verse 15: O my lord, what shall we do? This servant had some vision problems. His physical eyes worked fine but he was in need of some spiritual spectacles. He saw the danger but couldn’t see the deliverance. In verse 16, Elisha says, Don’t be afraid…Those who are with us are more than those who are with them. I picture the servant looking around in confusion. 

When words alone couldn’t calm his quaking heart, verse 17 tells us that Elisha prayed, O Lord, open his eyes so he may see. The servant’s fear had wilted his faith and so God had to give him spiritual eyes to see the invisible infantry: Then the LORD opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. Chariots are symbols of God’s power (Psalm 68:17) and “chariots of fire” communicate the dreadful and destructive power of God to incinerate His enemies. The servant thought he and Elisha were greatly outnumbered but in actuality, the armies of the Almighty God were arrayed against the enemy. Friend, never forget that when you are standing next to Jehovah Sabaoth, you are in the majority, no matter what is against you. 

Let Romans 8:31 to comfort you when you feel outnumbered: If God is for us, who can be against us? We need spiritual eyes to see that the spirit world is more real than this world. One of most unusual fish God created is a fish called Four Eyes, which makes its home in Central and South America. His large, bulging eyes are so situated on his head that he can spend his time cruising along the water with only the upper half of each eye above the surface. The upper and lower parts of each eye have separate corneas and retinas. The top half has a water lens, which amounts to a set of bifocals, giving him the ability to see what’s in the world above and in the water below. 
This fish is very hard to catch because it can see fisherman and birds coming from above and predators from below. That’s the kind of discerning vision we should have as Christians. We need to have our eyes fixed around us; at the same time, we should always be looking up to remember the spiritual battle that is taking place.  Paul said: Ephesians 6:12: For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. The commander of the armies of heaven has mobilized the angelic host to do battle in the heavenly realms. We can echo the words of David in Psalm 3:6: I will not fear the tens of thousands drawn up against me on every side.
Chaplain Carey Cash tells of a young marine named Jeff Guthrie who was living without purpose and direction. Having been estranged from his family for over eight years, he tried everything he could do to be happy. Now he was in the Marines and was reeling from a very close call when his life could have ended. This tough guy was on the verge of tears, and sitting down on the grass in front of Guthrie, the Chaplain asked what was wrong. Sir…I’m, I’m just so sorry, he said, tears welling up in his tired eyes. The Chaplain had no idea what he was talking about and so he asked, Sorry for what, Guthrie? The young Marine replied, It’s just what I’ve done in my life. All I can think about is that I’ve just been through the worst experience of my life, and yet, God protected me through it all. But why did He do it? How could He do it after all the things—the bad things—I’ve done? I don’t know what else to say, what else to feel. I’m just so sorry.  The only thing he could think about was his sinfulness. Do you realize that God sent his Son, Jesus, for no other purpose than for forgiving all those things you or I have ever done wrong in life?

The Chaplain and Jeff Guthrie then bowed in prayer as this Marine surrendered His life to the Commander of the Armies of Heaven and received the gift of forgiveness and the assurance of eternal life. Twenty Marines stared in disbelief as Lance Corporal Jeff Guthrie placed his trust in Jesus Christ  right on the lawn of Saddam Hussein’s Presidential Palace. The next morning was Palm Sunday. In Saddam Hussein’s palace, in the courtroom of one of the century’s most notorious villains, Jeff Guthrie was baptized. Carey Cash writes: There before our eyes, the courts of evil had become nothing less than the courts of the Lord. A place that had been known for the presence of darkness and treachery had become a place of the presence of God…If God can deliver an isolated, cut-off battalion of U.S. Marines surrounded by enemies in the belly of the beast, can He not deliver us from the enemies that assail us in our daily lives? Think more God thoughts than giant thoughts this week.  When our backs are against the wall we can count on Jesus Christ our commander and chief the Lord of hosts. AMEN!

