GETTING TO KNOW GOD BETTER
#7 Yahweh is Faithful
November 1st, 2009 – Joshua 1:1-9
We live in a world of change. What changes you have experienced in your lifetime? More information has been produced in the last thirty years than in the previous five thousand years. More than one-half the scientists who have ever lived are alive today. 90 % of all the items in the supermarket today did not exist ten years ago.  It is estimated that fifty per cent of college graduates are going into jobs which did not exist when they were born. It is also estimated that 90% of the businesses in the United States today were started in the last twenty five years.

Think about life 100 years ago: The average life expectancy in the United States was forty-seven. Only 14 % of the homes in the United States had a bathtub. Only 8 % of the homes had a telephone. There were only 8,000 cars in the US and only 144 miles of paved roads. The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel Tower. The average wage in the U.S. was twenty-two cents an hour. The average U.S. worker made between $200 and $400 per year. Sugar cost four cents a pound. Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen.  Coffee cost fifteen cents a pound. Most women only washed their hair once a month and used borax or egg yolks for shampoo. The American flag had 45 stars. Arizona, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Hawaii and Alaska were not part of the union. It is amazing how our world has changed.
An article Age Changes Things describes physical change: Who changed everything when I wasn’t looking? I’ve noticed lately that everything is farther away than it used to be. It’s even twice as far to the corner now, and they’ve added a hill! I’ve given up running for the bus; it leaves much earlier than it used to. And it seems to me that they are making the stairs steeper than in the old days, and have you noticed the smaller print the newspapers are now using? And there’s no sense in asking anyone to read aloud anymore, as everyone speaks so softly that I can hardly hear them. The material in clothes s so skimpy now, especially around the waist and hips, and the way they size the clothes is much smaller than it used to be. Why, I have to buy clothes two sizes larger than what I wear just so they will fit me right! Even people are changing. They are so much younger than they used to be when I was their age. On the other hand, people my own age are much older than I am. I ran into an old classmate of mine the other day, and she had aged so much that she didn’t recognize me! I got to thinking about my poor dear friend while I was combing my hair this morning, and in doing so, I glanced at my own reflection in the mirror…. Really now! They don’t even make good mirrors anymore. So tell me now… Who CHANGED things?  Anyone relate to that?
People say: It’s not like it used to be.  It never is ! The only constant in life is change. How does the Bible counsel us to navigate life in the midst of change? We must reflect on the unchanging character and nature of our God. God does not change. 1Corinthians. 1:9: God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful – YAHWEH IS FAITHFUL. Turn to Joshua 1:1-9. God’s faithfulness encourages us to: 
LET GO OF…..YESTERDAY!

After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses aide: Moses my servant is dead… (Joshua 1:1). Those few words say it all. This is not an ordinary day. Joshua had seen the first generation of folks die in the wilderness because of their sin and failure to enter the Promised land the first time. 
Joshua was used to people dying. This was not an ordinary death. This is no ordinary person but the greatest leader Israel had known. God is saying to Joshua:  Joshua you have to let go of yesterday because things have changed!
What did yesterday represent to Joshua?  He was just a young man when Moses came to Egypt under the power of God with Aaron as his mouthpiece, proclaiming deliverance from slavery. When he thought of yesterday, he thought of dreams of the Promised Land. It meant the best days he every experienced in his life. He had experienced incredible miracles and blessings of God. He saw the plagues, Passover, Red Sea part, the pillar of cloud & fire that directed them, water from a rock, manna & quail, victory over enemies, and mercy given a disobedient people.  Forty years of God’s faithfulness. God is saying, Joshua let go of the ways I blessed you yesterday. You can’t live on yesterday’s blessings. Today is a new day of my blessing. It does not mean yesterday was bad. It may have been wonderful.  God knows for the next part of our journey that we are going to take we have to let go of yesterday even if it represents some very important blessings in our lives. We went from a new home in South Carolina to a 1980 model in our move here to Minnesota. Be grateful for yesterday’s blessings while holding them loosely today!
Let go of all the frustrations that you have had in the past. Now think about this for a moment. Joshua is about to become the leader of Israel. Big shoes to fill. Have you ever thought about the frustrations he had yesterday? Think of the excitement when he and Caleb came back from spying out the land saying, Let’s go posses the land. The people looked at them and wanted to stone them. Then having to wander 40 years without accomplishing anything.
Talk about frustrating. God was saying, Let go of any anger, bitterness, and frustration. Let go of yesterday!

A couple had been married over 60 years. They had no secrets except a shoebox in the top of the closet that the wife cautioned her husband never to open or ask about. One day the woman became ill and the doctor said she would not recover. The husband brought down the shoebox and took it to his wife’s bedside. She agreed it was time for him to know what was in the box. He found two crocheted dolls and $25,000. She said, When we were married my grandmother told me the secret of a happy marriage was to never argue. If I ever got angry with you, I should keep quiet and crochet a doll. He fought back tears to think she was angry with him only two times in all those years. He said: That explains the doll, but what about the money? She said, I made that from selling the dolls. Let go!
What do you need to let go today? Today I let go of____________? What keeps you chained to your past that keeps you from your Promised Land? A sign on a desk said, Yesterday ended last night! That is a good sign to have in our mind. The cross and God’s forgiveness through Jesus Christ tells us that yesterday ended last night. The grace and the blood of Jesus Christ tells us that today is a fresh new start because yesterday ended last night. That is the first encouraging word from reflecting on God’s faithfulness. Let go of…yesterday! Next His faithfulness encourages us:
LOOK FORWARD TO…TOMORROW
Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them – to the Israelites. I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. – Joshua 1:2 -3. Change brings new responsibilities to our lives.  God turns our hearts toward tomorrow. Someone has said: When we have more memories than dreams, life is over. When we have greater memories than dreams we will never make a difference in changing our world for God. To live in relationship with Christ, we must look forward to…tomorrow. 

In attempting to recruit John Sculley, the 38 – year old President of Pepsi –cola, Steve Jobbs Founder of Apple Computer, issued a tremendous challenge to Sculley. Do you want to spend the rest of your life selling sugared water or do you want a chance to change the world. Are we living a sugar water Christian life or are we looking for a chance to really change the world. God is looking for a person who has the conviction  to move forward as they look toward the future.  A ship in harbor is safe, but that is not what ships are for. We were meant for cruising!
God told Isaiah in Isaiah 43:18-19: Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing.
God is a God who uses change. We cannot be content with what is. We must crave what can be! That which holds our attention will determine our actions!   If you want to be distressed - look within.  If you want to be defeated - look back.  If you want to be distracted - look around.   If you want to be dangerous - look ahead… and up. 

What are you trusting God for in your journey? What challenge in your life do you really need to TRUST God?
As a church our mission is to PROCLAIM CHRIST IN A CHANGING WORLD.  How do we accomplish the mission? We must have a vision. A vision adds meat to the mission. We have the 3 R’s of Risen Christ’s vision:
REJOICE in worship. Possibly going to one service sometime in 2010! RELATE in fellowship. Who will you invite to the fall festival? What would happen if we had more facilitators for small group ministry? What is every person was involved in Bible study & S.S.?  RESPOND in service? Whose lives are we impacting for Jesus?  REEL men impacting the community.  ESL for the Chinese. What are you passionate about for tomorrow?
TAKE HOLD OF…TODAY
One of the most powerful things God could say to Joshua was in verse five: As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. God will  not send us where He cannot sustain us. Joshua needed to go forward for his own sake – to see that God could work through him as well as Moses. He needed to go forward for the congregation’s sake – to see that God is no respecter of persons and his will can be accomplished through whomever he chooses. He needed to go forward for the Lord’s sake – so all may see God gives the victory not man.

It’s interesting that  Hebrews 13:5 quotes Deuteronomy 31:6: Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you. Moses says this to Israel and Joshua before he dies. These words are the strongest negatives in Greek. You cannot get any stronger than that. God literally says, I will never, never, never, leave you. I will never, never, never, forsake you. As soon as the writer realized God’s faithfulness he said there is no need to be afraid. What can man do to me? Reminds me of the 3 year old asleep in bed. Suddenly a burst of thunder sent her rushing into her parent’s bedroom. Mommy, I’m scared. Mom told her to go back to her room. God would be there with her. Mommy, I’ll sleep here with Daddy, and you go in there and sleep with God. God’s faithfulness brings two amazing blessings to our lives:
His Faithfulness brings courage: God said three times: be strong and courageous( vs.6,7,and 9). Why does God have to repeat himself so many times? It is a difficult job he was calling  him to. He needed courage! It is easier to have courage when it is for someone else!  For example we pray with someone before surgery and even give them a couple Scriptures. Be strong God is with you and has everything under control. We are not the ones going under the knife. Let that person say, You take my place tomorrow!  Then all of a sudden it’s a different story. It easy to say it’s only minor surgery. Minor surgery is when it’s on you. Major surgery is when it’s on me. Two boys were going to the dentist’s office. The older says, We have a tooth that needs to be pulled, we’re in a hurry, don’t numb it, just do it. The dentist looked at the older of the two boys, You are a courageous young man. Which tooth is it? Older turns to the younger: Show him your tooth Tommy. It’s easy to be courageous for somebody else?
It is easier to have courage when we realize that God is with us. The key word is realize. The issue is not if God is with us, but realizing His presence in every situation. We don’t always recognize God’s face is toward us. It is not a problem of God being God. It is a problem of me knowing God is God. A four year old boy’s mother had just died. His dad tucked him into bed the night of the funeral. Dad was trying to answer all the questions of his son concerning the tragic death of his mom. Not able to sleep the father brought his son into his own bedroom who continued asking questions. Finally his son said, Dad is your face toward me? Father, Yes son it is. His son reached out and touched his dad’s face and knew it was so even in the dark. I think I can sleep now that your face is toward me. Our God is faithful. No matter how dark the hour, His face is towards us giving us courage.
Now sadly, our face is not always turned toward Him. We run and we hide. His face is always toward us. At times we are like the couple who were married 50 years. They are driving down the road and the wife says, Honey, do you remember how close we used to sit together when we were first married? He said, Honey, I ain’t never moved. Aren’t you glad God does not treat us like we treat Him? We would be in deep trouble if God were not faithful.
His Faithfulness brings success: In verse 8, God talks about blessing Joshua in unusual ways. Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. This is not a proof text for the prosperity Gospel that some Christians mistakenly believe. If you follow God you will never have trouble or disappointment, or hardship. Somewhere along the line they missed the part of Jesus suffering for sin as well as the price the Apostle Paul and many in the early church paid for sharing the Gospel. It cost them their lives. There is suffering but we can say with Paul in Romans 8:38-39: For I am convinced that neither death nor life…neither the present nor the future, nor any powers…nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Jesus Christ our Lord. Nothing can break the relationship we have with Jesus Christ.
So what success is being talked about? The only time success is mentioned in the bible is in relationship to the Word of God. I believe God was saying to Joshua that if he would STOW the word in his heart (fill our mind with God’s thoughts as we reflect on His word) then he would SHOW it in his life.  We are literally to be the walking Bible for those around us. We may be the only Bible some people ever read. STOW & SHOW. Both go together for us to be prosperous and successful. Let me share with you the illustration called the cell phone and the Bible:
 I wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat our cell phone.  What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets?  What if we flipped through it several time a day?  What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it? What if we used it to receive messages from the text? What if we treated it like we couldn't live without it? What if we gave it to Kids as gifts? What if we used it when we traveled? What if we used it in case of emergency? This is something to make you go ... hmm, where is my Bible? Oh, and one more thing. Unlike our cell phone, we don't have to worry about our Bible being disconnected because Jesus already paid the bill. Makes you stop and think 'where are my priorities? And no dropped calls! Success is always mentioned in relationship to God’s Word!
What might the fruit of this success look like? It is not in reference to money or wealth. That is not success. As Christians we should be living on a plane of success in relationships, in purpose, and meaning in our life. We should live on a plane of success much higher than the average person who has no relationship with Jesus Christ. Stanford research says that 87% of the success that people will have in the work place happens to be our attitude and our relationships with people. Stanford research says that. That is not from the Bible. Stanford research says that 87% of our success is people knowledge and 13% product knowledge. As that Word works in our lives it changes us to be more like Jesus. Was Jesus good with people? Did Jesus have a great attitude? Did Jesus know His purpose? YES!
Someone said: My great-grandfather rode a horse, but was afraid of the train. My grandfather rode on a train, but was afraid of a car. My father rode in a car, but was afraid of an airplane. I ride in an airplane, but I’m afraid of a horse. As we let go of yesterday, we can look forward to tomorrow. Embrace God’s faithfulness daily so that courage and success are byproducts of God’s faithfulness in our lives.  Reflect on Great is thy Faithfulness: 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; There is no shadow of turning with Thee; Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not; As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be. 
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, Sun, moon and stars in their courses above.  Join with all nature in manifold witness to Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.


Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth  Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;  Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,  Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!   
Refrain: Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!  Morning by morning new mercies I see.  All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;  Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. AMEN!
