GETTING TO KNOW GOD BETTER

#8 Yahweh is Holy
November 8th, 2009 – Isaiah 6:1-10
A father asked their daughter what they were drawing. A picture of God, she replied. No one has ever seen God, said the Father. She said, They will when I’m finished!  A. W. Tozer: What comes to mind when we think of God is the most important thing about us! We can be grateful to God that He has chosen to reveal aspects of His character and nature to His people. So we continue the series: GETTING TO KNOW GOD BETTER.  Turn to Isaiah chapter six. Today we consider an eighth aspect of God’s character: Yahweh is Holy.
Isaiah may have been the greatest prophet in all of Israel. He is called a "major prophet" because of the vast amount of written material that bears his name. He was a statesman, who spoke for God to common people and also to kings. He prophesied during the reign of four kings over a period of sixty years, which were filled with crisis and moral decadence. During the time of Isaiah’s prophecy the northern kingdom was taken captive by invaders and the southern kingdom was attacked by Assyria. In verse one Isaiah begins: In the year that King Uzziah died… 
During this time there was a king in Judah named Uzziah. He reigned for a long time ​52 years. He was one of the better kings they ever had. He was able to turn Jerusalem into a fortified city, well equipped with arms for its own defense and he gave the people a great sense of security. The story of Uzziah ends on a sad note. While he started out strong, 2 Chronicles 26:16 says that, …after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall. He was unfaithful to the Lord, His God and entered the temple of the Lord to burn incense on the altar of incense. Because he arrogantly claimed for himself the rights that God had given only to the priests, God struck him with leprosy and he eventually died. In spite of the shame of his later years, when King Uzziah died, it became a time of national mourning. In the same year that his king died, Isaiah went to the temple possibly to find some comfort when he had an amazing vision much like John had in the book of Revelation. Let’s ask two questions this morning:
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE SEE GOD CLEARLY?
We look UPWARD and see the Lord’s MAJESTY: (v1-4)…I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of His robe filled the temple. Let’s stop right there. I saw the Lord. What an incredible statement! Think about the situation. You’ll notice the word "Lord" is the word Adonai, which has reference to His absolute sovereignty as King of Kings. We will look at Adonai in two weeks. God was on the throne. The first thing we need to realize is that when we look UPWARD we get a glimpse of the Lord’s MAJESTY! 
The throne was high and exalted which means that it is greater and exceeded all other thrones. The train (just the train) of His robe filled the temple. I don't know why it is but when a bride walks down an aisle her dress often has a long "train". Some of you remember the wedding of Diana and Prince Charles. Diana's train was so long that there were people there to carry the train of her dress! Why? It is a symbol of royalty. The train of God filled the entire temple! His royalty far surpasses anything we have known or can imagine. I know a Pastor who collects model trains. He would argue that this is the first mention of the locomotive in the Bible. We Pastor’s need a lot of prayer!
With that in mind, it’s easier to understand verse 1: In the year that we lost our human king, I saw the real King. There’s no reason to panic when God is on the throne. It may have looked to Isaiah as if everything was falling apart but the Sovereign One was holding everything together. His kingship is infinitely superior to that of Uzziah or anyone else. In the midst of our chaotic times, we need to remember Jesus has everything under control in 2009!
Above him were seraphs, each with six wings.... And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory. Now what are seraphim? They are a certain group of angels whose personal calling was to attend to God’s holiness. They are fiery guardians of the holiness of God. But the most incredible thing about them is not their appearance but their message. Why holy, holy, holy? In English we underline or use boldface to emphasize something!. We may then follow it with an exclamation point or two. The Jewish people used repetition when they wanted to emphasize something. To mention something three times in succession is to elevate it to the superlative degree ​ to give it super importance. When the angels say, "holy, holy, holy," they are emphasizing the breathtaking splendor of God’s holiness!
Holiness is the centerpiece of God’s attributes. Of all the things God is, at the center of His being, God is holy. Never in the Bible is God called, ‘love, love, love,’ or ‘eternal, eternal, eternal,’ or ‘truth, truth, truth.’ On this aspect of His character, God has laid the most stress. For the Hebrews, the number three was a perfect number – so to repeat an attribute three times was a way to express perfection in that attribute – you are perfect in your holiness is what they are saying. R.C. Sproul says: Any attempt to understand God apart from His holiness is idolatry. 
One prayer I remember as a child was: God is great, God is good, and we thank Him for this food. This pray gives us a simple way to remember the definition of holiness.  The two virtues given to God in this prayer are greatness and goodness. Both may be captured by the one biblical word, holy. 

The first is the idea of greatness. One of the meanings of holiness is the idea of being "set apart". God is apart from us . . . He is in a class by Himself. There is a profound difference between Him and those He has created. When the Bible speaks of holy objects or holy people or holy time, it refers to things that have been set apart, consecrated, or made different by the touch of God upon them. It was the nearness of the divine that made the ordinary suddenly extraordinary and the common, uncommon.  God is transcendent (or unique and superior) in His greatness. 

The second aspect of holiness (and the one we generally think of first) is the idea of purity. God is good. He does what is right and never does what is wrong. God is unstained by, and uncompromising with sin. God does not "bend a little" when it comes to wrong-doing. God always acts in a righteous manner because His nature is holiness. He is both great and good.   Now, in verses 5-7, he looks inward and sees the Lord’s mercy.
We look INWARD and see the Lord’s MERCY: (v5-7) Isaiah's response is not what we would have expected. We would have expected him to say something like, "Cooool!" or "Wow!". But Isaiah is not impressed or wowed . . . he is "undone". Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty. The first response of an unholy person to the holiness of God is an acute awareness of personal sin. When the unholy confronts the holy we become very conscious of our own sinfulness. It is like we live most of our lives with some of the lights off . . . we are able to hide some of our wickedness in the dark. But when we come into the presence of God the darkness is gone. 

Remember back to when you were a child. You may have thought you were a great athlete, or great student, or a great musician, or even a great artist because you always seemed to excel over others. But somewhere along the line you found out that there were many others who were as gifted and more so. Sometimes the first months of college are very sobering because the standard has changed.  If you have had an experience like that then you have just a little of an idea of how Isaiah felt. All our lives we feel we are doing pretty well because we have been comparing ourselves to other people.  When we compare ourselves to those around us we can always spot those who are seemingly worse than we are. However, when we compare ourselves to Jesus we all fall very short!

God did not leave him in a state of sin and shame, nor did he say “come on now you’re not so bad.” No, he dealt with the sin. The seraph flew to him with a coal and touched his sinful lips and cleansed them. He said, See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for. This hot coal was not taken from the altar of incense, but from the brazen altar in the temple courtyard, where the sacrifices were offered. This foresees the deliverance that the final sacrifice, the Lamb of God, made as He laid down His life for us. When we respond to God in repentance, he doesn’t leave us to lie in our guilt and shame, he cleanses us and purifies us. 

Our guilt is taken away at the cross! Our sins, which emit a foul smell before a holy God, are cleansed and purified. Reminds me of the husband who gave his wife a beautiful skunk coat one Christmas. When she opened the package, she exclaimed, I don’t understand how such a nice coat could come from such a foul smelling beast. To which the husband replied, Hey, I don’t ask for much, but you could at least show me some respect! We’re all like skunks that no longer stink. God has delivered us through the shed blood of Jesus Christ on the cross. Our sin smell has been taken away.  Isaiah 1:18: Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. From majesty and mercy he now sees the Lord’s mission in verse eight.
We look OUTWARD and see the Lord’s MISSION: (v8-10)  Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!  By the way, did you notice the word, "us" in verse 8? God is asking a question: "Who will go for us?" The Hebrew is in the plural here, giving us some Old Testament evidence for the existence of the Trinity. There is plurality in the Godhead. 

Isaiah, who has been transformed by grace and made alive by the mercy of God doesn’t say, What? You actually want me to do something now? But I’ve got a life to live, a good job... No, he understands that he has been saved for a purpose, and that is to serve God.  Notice Isaiah’s answer. Here am I. Send me. There’s a big difference between saying, "Here am I" and saying, "Here I am." Had he said, "Here I am," that would have merely indicated his location. Instead, he said, "Here am I." With these words, Isaiah is surrendering to God’s mission!

Who was Isaiah sent too? It was not the non-baptized. It was his own people who were not following the ways of the Lord. God said: Go and tell this people: Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving…They would hear the message and see miracles but would fail to see God clearly like Isaiah. We too have been set apart for a purpose. We are called to be holy (G- rated) in an unholy (XXX –rated) world! I asked myself this question? Why is it that inside as well as outside of the church many fail to see God clearly like Isaiah?
WHY DO MANY FAIL TO SEE GOD CLEARLY?

Rebellion against God: This is exactly what has happened in this story. The people had been rebellious against God for so long. They had been blessed as America has been blessed by God. They rebelled against God.

What is rebellion? Willful disobedience to the known will of God. Some parents know what it is like to have a rebellious child. Maybe you were that child growing up. Not a pretty picture in the home. One big battle field. 

God says: Isaiah I am giving you a mission to preach to a people who will never respond positively to my message!
That’s tough! I am a TGIS pastor. Thank God It’s Sunday. I look forward to sharing God’s Word with the Risen Christ family. Folks love and honor God’s Word here. Every time we hear God’s Word we need to be aware of the type of soil we are. Jesus quotes Isaiah 6:9 when He talks about the Parable of the Sower. There are two types of responses to God’s Word. No fruit:  Satan steals it away. Troubles and persecution cause people to fall away. Worries and wealth of life choke God’s word. Israel was in this category.  Harvest. The word is heard, understood, and bears fruit in our lives. Every Sunday and every time we hear God’s Word we need to ask ourselves a question: What kind of soil will I be today? There are times when we hear the message and like Israel we are not all that excited about following through with what God says. Sometimes we are rebellious. Thank God for the cross!
I remember sharing a message in church that Jesus Christ is the way the truth and the life. All religions do not lead to the same place. I noticed a couple walk out as I was sharing God’s Word. As we go as salt and light into the world we may encounter folks who are not responding positively to the Gospel message. Don’t give up! Keeping praying and believing. Some of those folks may be in your own family. Rebellion is one reason some fail to see God clearly.

We see God through our personalities: In the beginning, God created man in His own image and ever since, man has returned the favor by creating God in his image. Isn’t that true? We have made God man-like. The most common tendency is for us to project our own dominant qualities upon God and make God like we are. Take our personalities for example: Cholerics like to control and run things. Bossy and strong willed. They see God as strong and in control. Be strong in the Lord.  Sanguines are outgoing, joyful folks. They see God as one who wants the best for them. They sing the Sound of Music and tell you that you can live an abundant life.  Phlegmatics are the quiet behind the scenes people. They see God as patient and steady. Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. Melancholics they are into detail. They see God as one who knows everything. He counts all the hairs on our head. They know he is right because they have counted the hairs themselves!
There is a tendency to see God through our personalities. We all do it. When we see God through ourselves two major challenges arise: First is balance!  Each of us has strengths and weaknesses. One reason we need the body of Christ is because we balance each other out. We lose balance when we see God just through our own eyes.
Some Christians are so law orientated (can’t dance or play cards) they miss out on the Gospel. Others are so Gospel orientated (love everything) they miss out on the law. All about balance. A second one is exclusiveness! We begin to see God through our eyes and say, I’m right and you’re wrong. We almost begin to create our own God who thinks like we do. A Jewish Rabbi and a Catholic priest met at the town picnic. Priest said,  This baked ham is really delicious. I know this is against your religion, but you really ought to break down and try this. The Rabbi grinned: I will at your wedding!  Ever been in a situation like that before?
God is not calling us to a list of rules. He is calling us to Christ like living. We are to be set aside for the service of the Lord. The person who is living the life of holiness will be humbly aware of their forgiveness and yet diligent in seeking to eliminate any trace of sin from their lives. They will be people who are constantly saying, "Here am I Lord," use me and lead me as you deem best. Chuck Colson says it well, Holiness is the everyday business of every Christian. It evidences itself in the decisions we make and the things we do, hour by hour, day by day.

We see God through past experiences: There are some adults who still carry an eight year old view of God. If you had a parent who was a strict disciplinarian, kind of like a policeman, you have a tendency to see God the same way. You know what you do when you’re driving down the road and you look in your rear view mirror and you see a police car ten feet behind yours? Right away you look at the speedometer (not me personally) and pray: Dear God slow this car down without me hitting my brakes. You’re looking over your shoulder all the time seeing God as a God of judgment. Or if everything has been handed to you on a silver platter in life you may look at God and ask, Why don’t you give me this?  We need to be aware of this in our own lives as well as others.

When we measure our lives by God's standards we see ourselves in a different perspective. Yes, it often hurts. And facing the truth is painful. We must accept responsibility for our own behavior. But the amazing thing about the Gospel is that it tells us that because of what Christ has done on our behalf, if we admit our sin and turn to Him for mercy we will find it. Our Holy God will cover us with the righteousness or goodness of Christ. As God’s people we look UPWARD and see a holy God. We look INWARD and discover a merciful God who loves the sinner while hating the sin. We look OUTWARD to view a mission field rich with opportunity.  D.L. Moody  said, I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do everything, but I can do something. And that which I can do by the grace of God, I will do. Embrace those opportunities this week and GO GO GO for Jesus Christ. AMEN! 
