GETTING TO KNOW GOD BETTER
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A United States Marine was attending some college courses between assignments. He had completed missions in Iraq and Afghanistan. One of the courses had a professor who was an avowed atheist.  One day the professor shocked the class when he came in he looked to the ceiling and flatly stated, God, if you are real, then I want you to knock me off this platform. I’ll give you exactly 15 minutes. The lecture room fell silent. Ten minutes went by and the professor proclaimed, Here I am God. I’m still waiting. It got down to the last couple of minutes when the Marine got out of his chair, went up to the professor, and knocked him off the platform. The professor was out cold.  The Marine went back to his seat as the class sat in stunned silence. The professor eventually came to, noticeably shaken, looked at the Marine and asked, What is the matter with you? Why did you do that? The Marine replied, God was too busy today protecting American soldiers who are protecting your right to say stupid stuff and act like an idiot. So, He sent me.  Surrender does not come easy to some folks does it?
The final name we’re going to look at today is Adonai. It’s used over 300 times in the Old Testament, and is a bit difficult to see in our English Bibles because many translations use two different renderings of the same name to make a distinction between “Yahweh” and “Adonai.” Yahweh appears with capital letters: “LORD” while 
Adonai is “Lord” with one capital and the rest in smaller case. When this word is used of God it is almost always plural. Like the name Elohim, this name also supports the doctrine of the Trinity. 

Adonai means – God is the Lord of all. He is the master, ruler, and owner of everything. Nothing escapes Him or catches Him by surprise. He knows all, sees all, and controls all. It is used for how slaves speak to their masters and subjects to their kings. When we say that God is Adonai, we are stating that He is Lord of all and that He is supreme over His subjects. Deuteronomy 10:17 uses three names for God and captures His majestic supremacy: For the LORD [Yahweh] your God [Elohim] is God [Elohim] of gods [Elohim] and Lord [Adonai] of lords [Adonai], the great God [Elohim], mighty and awesome…

In order to help us capture the meaning of Adonai, let’s turn to the world of pets. How many of you have a dog? Let me see your hands if you’re a cat lover. Do any of you have both a cat and a dog? You might need counseling after service.  In his book called, Cat and Dog Theology, Bob Sjogren describes the different attitudes between a dog and a cat. A dog says: You pet me, you feed me, you shelter me, and you love me… you must be God. 
A cat says: You pet me, you feed me, you shelter me, and you love me…I must be God.  In a humorous way, this book captures how we often approach God. Both cats and dogs want obedience in their lives. Dogs want to obey God; cats want God to obey them. Dogs worship God primarily for who He is; while cats enjoy what He’s done for them. Dogs study “Theology” and cats study “MEology.”  Isn’t it easy to think that life is all about us? God does not exist for our benefit; we have been given good gifts for His glory. Let’s do a selected Scriptural survey of “Adonai” to help us get our priorities and purposes back on track so that we become more like canines instead of cats.
ADONAI IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Abraham Questions: Adonai is first used by Abraham in Genesis 15:2: O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus? The NIV translates Adonai as Sovereign, while other versions use the name Lord. This interaction should encourage us since it shows us that Abraham was a real person. He had left his country in Genesis 12 and at Bethel “called on the name of the LORD” (12:8). He obeyed the Lord but then he resorted to a lie to protect his wife when they were in Egypt. In chapter 13, Abram and Lot separate, and then Abram experiences the blessings of God in verse 17 when God tells him, “Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you.” In chapter 14, Abram rescues Lot from some trouble. Things are going along pretty well and then we come to chapter 15. Abram knows God as Creator and God Most High (see 14:22), but now he questions Adonai in verse 2. He calls him “Sovereign” with his lips but in his heart he doubts. God had promised him a son but all he has is a servant. Ever feel like that? At times we have more questions for God than we have answers from him. 
In order to expand Abram’s view of Adonai, God takes him outside in verse 5 and declares, Look up at the heavens and count the stars — if indeed you can count them.  ‘So shall your offspring be. God is really saying, Abe, since I placed the stars in the heavens, do you think your childlessness is an insurmountable problem to me? Once he is reminded of the bigness of God, Abram “believed the LORD…” But then he yo-yos again in verse 8: O Sovereign [Adonai] LORD, how can I know that I will gain possession of it? Abram is acknowledging his own insufficiency in light of God’s sufficiency. He doesn’t understand, but he does use the name Adonai to communicate his commitment to live under the leadership of the Lord, while at the same time, he has questions. God then confirms His word by entering into an irrevocable covenant with Abraham. We have a covenant also. Our Baptism!

Abraham was suffering from “MEology.” When he didn’t understand something or when things started getting difficult, in essence he hissed like a cat at the Creator. God was taking him through a process so that he could eventually learn that He is Lord, not Abram. Likewise, we have to come to the point of realizing that God is the Lord of all we own, all that we are, and all that we do. Adonai was teaching Abraham a truth that run through the entire Bible about His nature and character. Adonai owns everything. He is the Master.

We could say it this way. Because God has possession of me, I must be in submission to Him. Since He is Lord, I must live under His leadership. He is majestic and mighty; I am but a manager of the resources He has given me. I need to become more like a dog and less like a cat. I exist for Adonai; He doesn’t exist for me, myself and I. This is summed up beautifully in 1 Corinthians 10:26: The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. He’s the owner and I must obey Him. Peter Forsythe said, The first duty of every soul is to find not its freedom but it’s Master.

In one of his recent books Larry Crabb writes this: There are two basic approaches to life-two pathways. One creates pressure, the other provides freedom. In the Old Way of life, ‘you’ve decided that what you most want out of life is within your reach, and you’re doing whatever you believe it takes to get it.’ But in the New Way of life, ‘you’ve realized that what you most want is beyond your reach, and you’re trusting God for the satisfaction you seek. You want Him. Nothing less, not even His blessings, will do. 

When Queen Victoria had just ascended to her throne, as is the custom of Royalty, she went to a performance of “The Messiah” Her advisors told her that she must not rise when the others stood at the singing of the Hallelujah Chorus. When the choir belted out, “For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth…” she stayed seated with great difficulty. But when they proclaimed the Messiah as “King of Kings and Lord of Lords” suddenly the young queen rose and stood with her head bowed, as if she would take her own crown and cast it at His feet. She had learned the lesson of the lordship of Adonai much like Abram eventually did. 


David’s Humbled: One of the most frequent names used by David for God is Adonai. In 2 Samuel 7:18-20, it appears four times and is translated “Sovereign” in the NIV: Who am I, O Sovereign LORD, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far? And as if this were not enough in your sight, O Sovereign LORD, you have also spoken about the future of the house of your servant. Is this your usual way of dealing with man, O Sovereign LORD? ‘What more can David say to you? For you know your servant, O Sovereign LORD. David recognizes God’s Sovereignty and his role as a servant. Even though he is king, he acknowledges that Adonai owns everything and as a result he must serve Him. Nothing should be more humbling for a Christian than Jesus Christ paying our sin debt personally just for us on the cross. We have been adopted into God’s family by grace. We have been given a hope and a future. Nothing that we even deserve. That’s humbling!

Daniel Prays: In Daniel 9, we come to a chapter of contrite confession, where Daniel addresses Adonai ten times in seventeen verses. He owns up to the fact that he and his people have not been serving the Sovereign Lord and instead have been selfishly serving their own interests. They were more like cats than dogs. Verse 19: 
O Lord, [Adonai] listen! O Lord, [Adonai] forgive! O Lord, [Adonai] hear and act! For your sake, O my God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name. God not only heard but accepted his confession.
I John 1:8-9 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. That is a promise from God that we can take to the bank everyday! Rejoice daily that we are new creatures in Christ! Forgiven and made whole!
LORD IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Greek word Kyrios: The meaning of Adonai as Sovereign Lord is carried over into the New Testament and is used of Jesus more than 700 times. In the Book of Acts, Jesus is referred to as Lord 92 times, while He’s called Savior just twice. I’m afraid that more often in the church we’ve overemphasized His role as Savior at the expense of His Lordship. Actually, we’ve often created a false dichotomy by saying that someone can believe Jesus as Savior and not submit to Him as Lord. The Lordship of Jesus Christ means that He has dominion, authority, sovereignty and the right to rule over His creation, including you and me.
Consider Thomas who was not with the disciples the first time Jesus appeared to them. He said he would not believe unless he could see and touch Jesus where he was wounded. When Jesus appears to the disciples again he challenges Thomas to do the very thing he asks and stop doubting and believe. I love Thomas reply, My Lord and my God!. Thomas surrendered his unbelief to the King.  On the road to Damascus Jesus asks Saul as to why he was persecuting him? Trembling and astonished he replied, Lord what do you want me to do? Saul instantly knew that the One who was calling to him was to be the "Lord and Master" of his life! He went from Saul the persecutor of Christians to Paul the proclaimer of the Gospel of Jesus. He had to surrendered his belief system to follow Jesus.
Paul would later say: Romans 10:9: That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. What is it that we have to confess with our mouths? That "Jesus,  Christ, is Lord!" We cannot just believe Jesus Christ, as Savior, and ask Him to take ours sins away. 

We must also make Jesus, Christ our "Lord" - as the "Master" of our lives!

Grace is not cheap and we must resist the urge to spread the gospel of “easy believism.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German pastor who was surrounded by lukewarm church leaders and cultural Christians who supported Hitler. He was imprisoned for his faith and while in prison he wrote these words: Christianity without discipleship is Christianity without Christ. It remains an abstract idea, a myth…there is trust in God, but no following of Christ…If we would follow Jesus we must take certain definite steps. The first step, which follows the call, cuts the disciple off from his previous existence. It is easier to call Jesus our Prophet who brings the truth and our Priest who forgives us of our sins than to acknowledge Him as King over every area of our lives and live under his Lordship!

Personal Surrender: ask yourself these questions: Have I surrendered everything to Him? Since He owns everything how well am I managing His resources?  Am I a devoted dog or a cranky cat? Imagine I want to purchase an expensive pearl. Dialog might sound like this between buyer & seller:

Buyer: I want this pearl. How much is it? Seller: Well, it’s very expensive. Buyer: But, how much? Seller: Well, a very large amount. Buyer: Do you think I could buy it?  Seller: Oh, of course, everyone can buy it. Buyer: But, didn’t you say it was very expensive? Seller: Yes. Buyer: Well, how much is it? Seller: Everything you have. Buyer: All right, I’ll buy it. Seller: Well, what do you have? Let’s write it down. Buyer: Well, I have ten thousand dollars in the bank. Seller: Good--ten thousand dollars. What else? Buyer: That’s all. That’s all I have. Well … I have a few dollars here in my pocket. Seller: How much? Buyer: Well, let’s see--thirty, forty, sixty, eighty, a hundred dollars. Seller: That’s fine. What else do you have? Buyer: Well, nothing. That’s all. Seller: Where do you live? Buyer: In my house. Yes, I have a house. Seller: The house, too, then. Buyer: You mean I have to live in my camper? Seller: You have a camper? I’ll take that, too. What else? Buyer: But I’ll have to sleep in my car! Seller: You have a car? Buyer: Three of them. Seller: They become mine. What else? Buyer: Well, you already have my money, my house, my camper, my cars. What more do you want? Seller: Are you alone in this world? Buyer: No I have a wife and four daughters...Seller: Oh, yes, your wife and daughters, too. What else? Buyer: I have nothing left! I am left alone now. Seller: Oh, I almost forgot! You yourself, too! Everything becomes mine--wife, children, house, money, cars--and you too...I will allow you to use all these things for the time being. But don’t forget that they are mine, just as you are. Whenever I need any of them you must give them up, because I am the owner.

Abraham Kuyper: There is not an inch of any sphere of life of which Jesus Christ the Lord does not say, ‘Mine. Jesus is Lord and everything I have belongs to Him. I love what Andrew Murray said in this regard: God is ready to assume full responsibility for the life wholly yielded to Him. God is always ready…How ready are you?
Remember some amazing blessings of Lordship: I Corinthians 15:58 Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. Reminds me of a taxi driver who received a large mansion in heaven while a pastor received a small cabin. In protest the preacher said, Hey, I worked for God, I was a preacher, I sacrificed, I toiled, I helped teach people about God. Why does the trolley driver get a mansion and I just get a shack? Well, the angel said, it seems that when you preached people slept. When the taxi driver drove, people prayed! Our labor will not be in vain so keep chugging along! 2 Timothy 4:16-17 But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed…The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. AMEN!  Our Lord strengthens us to overcome the darkness while on earth!

Reflect on the great hymn I Surrender All for the next 21 days. Judson W. Van De Venter (1855 - 1939) wrote this hymn. He said: For some time, I had strug​gled be​tween de​vel​op​ing my tal​ents in the field of art and go​ing into full-time evan​gel​is​tic work. At last the pi​vot​al hour of my life came, and I sur​ren​dered all. A new day was ushered in​to my life. I became an evang​el​ist and dis​cov​ered down deep in my soul a tal​ent hi​ther​to un​known to me. God had
hid​den a song in my heart:  I surrender all, I surrender all, All to Thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all.
As we sing this hymn this morning think about one area of your life that you need to surrender to Jesus Lordship (attitude, doubt, treasures, time…) While we’re singing this would you also take your hands and form a fist? Sometime during the singing of the chorus slowly open your fists to indicate that you are surrendering that one area before Him and desire to live for Christ with everything that you have got!  1. All to Jesus I surrender, All to Him I freely give I will ever love and trust Him, In His presence daily live. Chorus: I surrender all, I surrender all, All to Thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all. 2. All to Jesus I surrender, Humbly at His feet I bow; Worldly pleasures all forsaken, Take me Jesus, take me now. 3. All to Jesus I surrender, Make me Savior, wholly Thine; Fill me with Thy Holy Spirit - Truly know that you are mine.  4. All to Jesus I surrender, Fill me with Thy Love and Power, Lord I give myself to Thee; Let Thy blessings fall on me.
I surrender all. That’s the confession of our hearts today. You are Lord and we are not. You are owner of everything; we are but managers of what you’ve given to us. You are Sovereign; we are servants. We are your possession; therefore we live in submission to you. Do with us what you may and what you must in order to make us more like your Son that we might serve you more fully this day and forevermore. Amen.
