WHAT TIME IS CHRISTMAS?

Christmas Eve 2009 – Galatians 4:4-5

A Sunday school teacher asked her class What is Christmas - a time for? The class answered—Jesus’ birthday, a time of joy, a time to worship God but then one child raised their hand and answered: a time for sportsmanship, because you don’t always get everything you want. For some it’s a disappointing time! For Rick and Judy Armstrong their hectic schedule was filled with careers, teenagers, and getting out the annual Christmas cards. Realizing time would be short they got pre – printed cards instead of having to personally sign each one. Soon they started getting cards from friends signed: The Modest Morrison’s…The Clever Clarks…and The Successful Smiths. They discovered a subtle mistake. They had mailed out over one hundred cards neatly imprinted: Merry Christmas from the Rich Armstrong’s! For them it was an embarrassing time. What time is Christmas?
Galatians 4:4-5: But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. God the Father specifically chose the time in history when Jesus Christ would come to earth. It was not an accident. What time is Christmas in 2009? Let’s look at two statements the angels gave to the shepherds that first Christmas:
CHRISTMAS IS TIME TO RELEASE OUR FEARS
Luke 2:9-10: An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said, Do not be afraid.  The first thing the angel says is not to fear. What are you worried about? The economy? Your health? Bills? Your children? A relationship? Something else?  There are 365 fear not’s in the Bible. One for every day of the year. God is saying, Don’t be afraid. Why are we fearful? We’re afraid of what the future holds. Christmas comes at the end of one year and the beginning of the next. We do not know what the future holds. We cannot control the future. There are a lot of reasons to be afraid.

Linda Roth was fearful about who would watch out for her and her three children. It was the first Christmas since her husband Jim had died. After getting groceries she thought it would be easier to unload them if she backed up in the driveway. You kids get our of the cold and go inside while I bring in the groceries. Almost slipping on the icy driveway she decided to back up the car a little further. As she pressed down on the gas pedal the car did not budge.
She rocked it back and forth. Still stuck. Great. Did my car have to give me problems too? As she got out of the car 11 year old Sandie said, Hi, mom! I’m helping you get unstuck! I’ve been pushing!  After a quick scolding she gave it one more try. The car backed up without hesitation. Who would watch out for us? I knew the answer! 
God says to us at Christmas time, Don’t be afraid. Bring your anxiety and fear to Jesus Christ the Prince of Peace. As we sing Silent Night this evening close your fist in the hand you do not have the candle. This represents your biggest fear and worry. Sometime during the song open your fist symbolizing you are releasing your fear and worry to Jesus Christ the Prince of Peace. Exchange that fear for His PEACE.  Christmas is time to release our fears
CHRISTMAS IS A TIME TO RENEW OUR FAITH
Luke 2:10-11: I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people! Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you He is Christ the Lord. We need good news in a bad news world. The good news of Christmas just keeps on getting better and better while the bad news of the world just keeps getting worse.

Christmas is a time to renew our faith in the good news of a Savior coming to our bad news world of sin and death!
Three men were waiting for the birth of their children. One became the father of twins. This is great! I am signing a contract to play for the Minnesota Twins. This will be great news!  The second had triplets. Fantastic because I work for the 3M company and this will be great news! Upon hearing this the third father began making a beeline for the elevator. The nurse said: What’s wrong? Where are you going? The man replied: I have to resign real fast! 

I am the vice-president of 7-UP!  At times we may feel overwhelmed like that father. It may seem that bad news is crashing in all around us like a tidal wave. We have all experienced bad news this past year. Maybe this has been a year of loss in your family or you are missing a loved one around the dinner table and it is an especially difficult time of year for you.  We need good news to lift our spirits and give us hope!  
The Good News is that a Savior has been born.  If we needed a product God would have sent a salesman. If we needed diplomacy God would have sent a politician. If we needed a war fought God would have sent a soldier.
If we needed technology God would have sent a scientist! We needed forgiveness so God sent us a SAVIOR!

We need a Savior because heaven is a perfect place. There is no sin in heaven. There is no suffering in heaven. There is no pain, sorrow, or death in heaven. It is a perfect place. You and I don’t stand a chance of entering heaven because we are not perfect. Sin has separated us from the love and forgiveness God want to give us. We are all drowning in a sea of sin and death. All the good and nice things that we do still will not save us from our fate!

That is why Jesus came. To be our rescuer. To throw out to us the life preserver that restores us to a right relationship with God the Father. To every repentant heart Jesus gives the life preserver. We can’t get there on our own. We can’t earn it. We don’t deserve it! We receive it by grace through Faith. On December 11th, 2007 I had just taken Sara to Academic Magnet (Charleston, SC) There was a huge accident on the Cosgrove bridge. I was sitting in this traffic jam for over an hour. I am not the most patient person in the world. I sent an arrow prayer up to God for grace to stay focused on Jesus and keep my cool. I wrote a Christmas song to the tune of Jingle Bells: Jesus saves, Jesus saves, born in Bethlehem. Son of God and Son of Man, He’s the great I AM! (2xs) God so loved the world, He gave His only Son, who so ere believes, eternal life has won. So worship and adore, give glory to the King. Honor, blessing, power and praise with all of heaven sing!  It’s God’s free gift to us at the cost of His Son!
The Good news is that we matter to God. He knows everything about us – the good, the bad, and the ugly, and He still loves us. We matter to Him. God sent His Son so we know what He is like. If God wanted to relate to birds, He would become a bird. God wanted to relate to you and me so he became like us in human form. He became flesh.
Like the little boy who cried out to his daddy, I am afraid of the dark. Come in here and be with me. Dad said; Just grab your teddy bear. Boy replied: No, I want something with skin on it. When we look at God we need to see something with skin on it so we can know what He is like. Jesus came in the flesh with skin on to reveal the fullness of the Fathers love, mercy and forgiveness. 
Jimmy Gupton was wondering if he was too old for Christmas. He prayed: Why don’t you just take me home, Lord? Ninety- three years is long enough on this earth. I’ve lived a full life, and I can’t see how I’m much good to you or anyone else. His two sons asked him to move in with them but he still liked his independence. Then an unusual opportunity was presented to him. He took in a married couple who was out of work and been living at the shelter.
They helped with chores around the house, took him to church, and helped with meals.  She was also expecting!
As he read the Christmas story he thought that as he had made room for the Davises that God was trying to get him to make room in his heart for Jesus. He prayed: Thank you, Lord, for letting me see another Christmas…for leaving me here though I fussed and fretted. Sometimes it takes a baby to remind an old man what your world is all about.

By the way Jimmy wrote his autobiography My Life Was Worth Living at age 95. He lived to 10! (1895-1997)! Christmas is a time to renew our faith in the good news of Jesus Christ no matter what our age is!
CHRISTMAS IS TIME TO REKINDLE OUR FRIENDSHIPS
Luke 2:13-14: Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.  It’s time of reconciliations. God not only wants us to have peace with Him but also peace with other people as well. Christmas is a time to rekindle friendships. Lucy says to Charlie Brown, Charlie Brown, it’s the Christmas season. I think we ought to bury our differences, forgive each other and try to get along. Charlie says, Great! But why just this season? Why not all year?
Lucy says, What do you think I am some kind of fanatic? Christmas often promotes conflict rather than harmony!
Who do you need to reach to this Christmas? Who do you need to write a letter to, to make a phone call? Who do you need to offer forgiveness to? Who do you need to ask forgiveness from and restore the relationship? 
The following song is my Christmas present to you: Precious Child by Andy Park: 1.Show me dear Lord, how you see me through your eyes so that I can realize, your great love for me. Teach me Oh Lord, that I am precious in your sight that as a Father loves his child, so you love me. Chorus: I am yours because you have chosen me I’m your child because you’ve called my name. And your steadfast love will never change. I will always be your precious child. 2. Show me dear Lord that I can never earn your love that a gift cannot be earned, only given. Teach me Oh Lord, that your love will never fade that I can never drive away your great mercy.  AMEN!
