FAITH THAT TRANSFORMS

#2 Profit From Your Trials

January 10th, 2010 – James 1: 2-4

Last week we began a new series in the book of James.  James most likely is the brother of Jesus who became a pastor and strong leader in the early church. He is writing to Jewish Christians who have been scattered around the world because of persecution.  James has gotten some bad press over the years.  Martin Luther once called this letter “an epistle (or “letter”) of straw” His feeling was that James should not be given as prominent a place as other letters, such as the letter to the Romans. Luther’s comments, while un-balanced, are reflective of some of the misunderstandings in regards to James message. James says faith must transform how we live. Our faith is not worth much if not translated into action. Faith and works are the opposite side of the same coin.

Let’s read together James 1:2-4: Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. When you write a letter you normally figure that the individual is going to warm up and ease into the subject. Have a few preliminaries, opening remarks, and then move into the message. But James drops a bomb right away. Have joy in your trials! How would you like to get a letter like that? This letter is from Pastor Chris. You got problems. Don’t worry! Be Happy!  How can you be happy when you got problems?

A man was in the hospital for tests, and the doctor came in to see him. The doctor said he had some bad news and some really bad news for the man, and wanted to know which one he wanted to hear first.  The patience said to tell him the bad news first. The doctor said the bad news was he only had 24 hours to live. Panicked, the man asked what the really bad news was and the doctor said, I forgot, that I was supposed to tell you the bad news yesterday. We may not have experienced that kind of bad news, but each of us has experienced troubles in their life. The real question is how do we face those troubles?
A key word in this passage is – knowing. In the Greek it means to know absolutely. Go ahead and circle that word in your Bible. James is telling us we can be happy – we can count it all joy – because we know something – we know that the testing of our faith produces patience. You see – your attitude is a product of your understanding. Rejoicing over problems is not just positive thinking. You can rejoice over your problems because you know something – you understand something – you have knowledge that affects your behavior - you understand that God is able to make something good come out of something bad. Today we learn how to PROFIT FROM TRIALS!
THE TRUTH ABOUT TRIALS

Trials Are Mandatory: James writes to Christians going through hardship. These Christians were going through persecution. They were dealing with discrimination. They were suffering trials and tribulations. James addresses this situation in a practical way. By doing so, he gives them hope. But he does it in a somewhat unusual way. Rather than consoling them, he challenges them. He challenges them to rethink their difficulties by saying… 

Trials are inevitable: Notice that verse two does not say, IF you fall into various trials – it says WHEN! We face the same question they were dealing with: How can I change the way I respond to hard times? You see, that is the real question to ask. Often, we ask the wrong question: How can I avoid trials? The truth is that we can’t avoid trials. Trials all are inevitable! WHEN means – you can count on it! It’s going to happen. You are going to have problems. If you don’t have problems – you’re not human. Lucy offers one of her unsolicited observations about life in a Peanuts cartoon. She says to Charlie Brown, Life is like a deck chair. Some place it so they can see where they are going. Some place it so they can see where they have been. And some place it so they can see where they are at present. Poor Charlie Brown says, I can’t even get mine unfolded! Scott Peck begins The Road Less Traveled with the statement: Life is difficult…This is a great truth, one of the greatest truths. It is a great truth because once we truly see this truth, we transcend it. Once we truly know that life is difficult—once we truly understand and accept it—then life is no longer difficult. Because once it has been accepted, the fact that life is difficult no longer matters. Most do not fully see this truth.  Problems are inevitable. Learn to deal with them.

Trials are unpredictable:  The second word that we need to look at in our text is face.  In the Greek this word literally means to fall into unexpectedly.  It is the same word used in the story of the Good Samaritan where the man fell among thieves. It was unexpected. Trials are not planned. We seldom can anticipate the trials we are going to have in life. We don’t plan to have a flat tire. We don’t plan to get cancer. We don’t plan to have a crisis. But they happen! And they usually happen when they are least expected. Often it’s inconvenient when it happens suddenly!

Sign I saw said: Into every life some rain must fall, but this is ridiculous! Trials are unpredictable.

Trials are not boring:  One thing about trials – you don’t get bored with them. Have you ever tried to match paint? The word in the Greek for many kinds is literally multi colored. There are trials of many shades and varieties.

There are big ones and there are little ones. They vary in intensity. They vary in duration.  Some are major crisis. Some are minor inconveniences. They come in more than Baskin Robbins 31 flavors. Some are custom made!

Brian Hise did not have a boring day. In just a short time – one day in July – his apartment in Provo, Utah apartment became flooded because of an upstairs neighbor’s broken water pipe. The manager instructed him to go out and rent a wet/dry vacuum. When he went out to his car he discovered he had a flat tire. He changed the tire and went back into his apartment to call a friend to ask for help with the water problem. But when he picked up the phone – he got an electric shock and inadvertently ripped the phone off the wall. Before he could leave his apartment he had to kick the door down because the water damage had swollen the door frame and the door was jammed tight. While all this was going on someone stole his car. But since his car was almost out of gas he found his car just a few blocks away. He pushed his car to a gas station and filled up the tank. That evening he attended a military ceremony at his university but injured himself severely when he sat on the bayonet that he had tossed on the front seat. Doctors were able to stitch up the wound in the emergency room but when he returned home that night he found his four canaries crushed to death because of falling wet ceiling plaster. Then to top it all off – he slipped on the wet carpet and badly injured his tailbone. Brian joked later, God seemed to want me dead that day – but He just kept on missing. Trials are not boring, unpredictable and inevitable. Trials are mandatory but…
Growth is Optional: How do we usually respond to trials and difficulty? Let’s face it, we often respond negatively don’t we? We don’t like our trials. We are not thinking about benefits, we are thinking of relief! 

I heard about a pastor who placed this sign on his door: If you have problems, come in and tell me all about them. If you don’t have any problems, come in and tell me how you avoid them. We think relief not benefits most of the time.
There are 2 rooms - one full of brand new toys, the other full of hay and horse manure. Two children are taken into them, one a pessimist the other an optimist. The pessimist cried because all those wonderful toys would soon be broken. The optimist was in the other room shoveling. I know there’s got to be a horse in here somewhere!
We all go through trials, but we do not all grow. Growth is a choice! Growth is not automatic! Trials provide the opportunity to grow, but they do not cause you to grow. We need to embrace trials and cooperate with them.

We need to avoid crying or complaining about them or avoiding them and hoping they will just go away! Trials help us grow. Troubles help us appreciate blessings Weariness helps us appreciate rest. Pain helps us appreciate pleasure!
There are three types of people in worship today: Getting ready to go into a trial, being in the middle of a trial, or just coming out of a trial. And, if you are just coming out of a trial, you can be sure that before long, you will be starting to go into another trial. Trials are mandatory! Growth is optional!  There is only one group of people who don’t have any trials, and they’re all dead. Here is the question: How can I change the way I respond to hard times? 
How can trials train us for our high calling as children of God? How do trials help us grow in Jesus Christ?
HOW TRIALS HELP US GROW
Adjusts our Perspective: Consider it pure joy! The word consider means a deliberate look at. It means to evaluate, to make up your mind once and for all. While I’m living in the present, I look to the future benefits. I cannot control the circumstances, but I can control how I will respond to them.  Don’t misunderstand what James is saying. He’s not saying, Put on a happy face – no matter what happens to you. Bad stuff still happens to Christians. We don’t rejoice FOR the trial. We rejoice IN the trial. We don’t thank God FOR the situation – but we can thank God that He is with us IN the situation. Why would I thank God for evil? Why would I thank God for cancer? Why would I thank God for an accident? Why would I thank Him for war? Why would I thank Him for all the bad stuff that happens to me? I don’t need to thank Him for the bad stuff – but I can always thank Him that He is with me when the bad stuff happens.  We must adjust our perspective for kingdom living!

Two men were seriously ill in the same small room of a hospital. One of the men was next to the window. The other man had to spend all his time flat on his back. Every afternoon the man next to the window would pass the time by describing what he could see outside. And the other man began to live for those hours. The window apparently overlooked a park, that had a lake with ducks and swans, and children threw them bread and sailed model boats.
One day he thought: Why should the man next to the window have all the pleasure of seeing what goes on? One night as he stared at the ceiling, the other man suddenly woke up, coughing and choking.  His hands groped for the button that would bring the night nurse. The man in the next bed watched without moving. In the morning they found him dead. He now asked to be moved by the bed next to the window. As he looked out it faced a blank wall! Some people always seem to face a blank wall, and yet they know a beauty and joy in the midst of their pain that is en-riching. As a result they make life come alive for those around them. They adjust their perspective!

Do you know the difference between a thermometer and a thermostat? A thermometer measures the temperature while a thermostat sets the temperature.  According to the Bureau of Standards in Washington, D.C., a dense fog, covering seven city blocks to a height of 100 feet, is composed of one glass of water. That small amount of water is divided into about 60 billion tiny droplets. Yet when those particles settle over a city they can almost blot out everything in sight. Many people live their lives in such a fog. They allow a small amount of troubles to become so spread out, that it obscures their vision and dampens their spirit. Helen Lemmel was stricken with blindness as a young woman. Her husband divorced her as a result. She wrote over 70 hymns that were popular in the 1920’s – 50’s. One chorus goes: Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in His wonderful face, and the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace. Helen was a thermostat. In your life, which are you more like, a thermometer or a thermostat? When you are at home and everyone is in a bad and cranky mood. Are you a thermometer or a thermostat?  We must learn how to turn our eyes upon Jesus and adjust our perspective!
Purifies our Faith: James uses the word testing …the testing of your faith produces patience! Testing is dokimion (da-key-me-on). This is a term for the potter who put his vessel into the fire and then takes it out to inspect it to see if there is a crack. Cracked vessels were sold at a much reduced price. The vessel that went through the fire and did not crack, the potter would write da-key-me-on, which was a witness to all who would purchase the work. It has been tested by fire and did not crack.1 Peter 1:6-7: In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine…This testing purifies our faith.
The results are incredible. It is producing in us the godly characteristics of the nature of Jesus Christ. Like gold passed through the furnace, these trials are having their effect on our lives. I understand that as gold is passed through the fiery furnace the impurities come to the top and are ladled off. The test of the purity of the gold is when the Goldsmith looks into it and can see his face clearly reflected. If that is true, it is a tremendous illustration of what God is doing in our lives. You see, we are called to reflect the image of God. We are called to be conformed to the image of Christ. God is not so much interested in whether we are comfortable or not. God is interested in whether we look like Jesus. And he is willing to do whatever is necessary for that to be accomplished.
Christians are a lot like tea bags. You don’t know what’s inside of them until you drop them in hot water. And then you know! An organization offered a bounty of $5,000 for wolves captured alive. Two hunters found themselves surrounded by 50 wolves as they were sleeping. One said to his friend. Wake up we’re rich. Victor Frankl, the Jewish psychologist, spent time in the Nazi concentration camp in Germany said, They striped me naked. They took everything –my wedding ring, watch. I stood there naked and all of a sudden realized at that moment that although they could take everything away from me—they could not take away my freedom to choose how I was going to respond. When the heat gets turned up you realize what is inside of us. Christians are like steel; when they are tested by the flames of life they get stronger. FAITH that is purified says: Forgetting All others, I put my Trust in Him!

Develops our Endurance: James says the testing of your faith produces perseverance. The Greek word literally means – the ability to stay – even under pressure. This is the picture of a huge Olympian remaining under the barbell weighing hundreds of pounds. He stays under it.  When an athlete trains for a sport, he willingly allows the coach to try his body and push it to the limits. Weights, running and other such work are designed to build strength and stamina in the athlete. A good coach requires these things to build you up, not to tear you down. God is like that coach, and the trials are the weights and exercise that He uses to build us up. We don’t like pressure. We will do everything we can to avoid it. But God has put trials in our path to develop our endurance. Staying power!
Guston Borglum was the sculptor who carved the massive figures of four American presidents—Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt—on Mt. Rushmore. When asked how he produced the amazing work, he replied, Those figures were there for thousands of years. All I had to do was dynamite 400,000 tons of granite to bring them into view. So Christ shapes our lives, chipping away those things that must go and replacing them with character that honors Him. How does God teach you patience? By everything going your way? No! He teaches you perseverance – by things not going your way. He teaches you perseverance by long lines, by flat tires, by things breaking down and things falling apart. It is these types of things that develop our endurance. One stormy night a boat could make no headway, and while the captain was struggling to get into port, a nervous passenger said to him: Do you think we will get in all right? He replied: This is a leaky old boat, and we may go down; and the boilers are not in very good condition, so we may go up. But, whatever happens, we are going on. Develops our endurance.
. 
Sanctifies our Character: James says: Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. God’s long range goal is our maturity. The word for complete is our English word holograph. Get a 360 degree, three dimensional view of an object. Nothing is hidden on every side, it’s complete. 

In the Christian life, character is the bottom line. The only way for us to be set apart for service in His kingdom is by trials. John 17:17: Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. A woman driver was having difficulties getting her automobile started after it had stalled in traffic. The gentleman in the car behind her insisted in expressing his anger with her by blowing his horn every few seconds.  Finally, the lady, irritated by his thoughtlessness, stepped out of her automobile, walked back to the honker’s car: I’m having some difficulty in getting my car started. If you’ll go and see if you can start it, I’ll honk your horn for you!  James is saying to slow down awhile. Perseverance must finish its work. Let it do its work so you become mature and complete.  
How many here have ever seen a golf ball or held one in your hand? Probably all of you. Well, did you know that when they first manufactured golf balls, they made them smooth?  Later on it was discovered that after a ball had been roughed up, they could get a lot more distance out of it. They started making them with a dimpled cover. It takes some rough spots in your life to make you go you’re farthest. This week reflect on James 1:2-4 and the hymn

It Is Well With My Soul by Horatio Spafford. Writ​ten af​ter two ma​jor trau​mas in Spaf​ford’s life. The first was the great Chi​ca​go Fire of Oc​to​ber 1871, which ru​ined him fi​nan​cial​ly (he had been a weal​thy bus​i​ness​man). Short​ly    af​ter, while cross​ing the At​lan​tic, all four of Spaf​ford’s daugh​ters died in a col​li​sion with an​o​ther ship. Spaf​ford’s wife Anna sur​vived and sent him the now fa​mous tel​e​gram, Saved alone. Sev​er​al weeks lat​er, as Spaf​ford’s own ship passed near the spot where his daugh​ters died, he was in​spired to pen these words: When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, When sorrows like sea billows roll;  Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, It is well; it is well, with my soul. Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, Let this blest assurance control, That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, And hath shed His own blood for my soul. Profit From Trials! AMEN!
