PROMISE SUNDAY

Resources of a Successful Steward

January 31st, 2010 – 1 Chronicles 29:10-16

We take a pause from our study of James to think about blessings the Resources of a Successful Steward! 
2 Corinthians 9:7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly, or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. Paul mentions two types of attitudes in this verse! One attitude is like a little girl who becomes restless during the sermon. She leaned over to her mother and whispered, Mommy, if we give him the money now, will he let us go?  That’s giving under compulsion.  The other attitude is like a little girl who received a dollar on her fourth birthday. Mom said: What are you going to do with your dollar? She said:  Take it to Sunday school.  Mom, To show your teacher? Mary shook her head. No, I'm going to give it to God. He'll be as surprised as I am to get something besides pennies. That’s giving cheerfully! Let’s go to 1 Chronicles today!
Chronicles was written after the Kingdom had been torn apart and the Jews were living in captivity. The author was assuring them that God was still in control and still had a plan for the people of Israel. Why was the book written? Apparently to help the Israelites recognize their Godly background and to rediscover their roots. We see the beginning of the temple and how it happened. God didn’t just zap the temple into being. It happened because people were committed to seeing it happen and by giving of their resources.  
1 Chronicles 29:10-16 is a tremendous passage of Scripture. The first 9 verses of chapter 29 describe an incredible offering taken for the building of the Temple. It is to be built under the leadership of Solomon.  What was given? 190 tons of gold. 375 tons of silver. Plus jewels and precious stones. It all added up to around five thousand tons.  Verse 9 says: The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for they had given freely and whole-heartedly to the LORD. David the king also rejoiced greatly. That was just from the leaders of the tribes. The gold alone must have been worth more then half a billion dollars. David personally gave 10 billion. That must have been some Promise Sunday church service wouldn’t you say? In light of this let’s ask ourselves a question!
Is the Church costing too much? Two parents were reminiscing about their daughter: On June 2, 1940, a little girl was born to us. She cost us money from the moment she was born. As she grew from babyhood to girlhood, she cost us even more…her dresses and shoes were more expensive and we had to have the doctor through all those childhood diseases. She was even more expensive during her school and teen years. She needed long dresses to go to parties. When she went to college, we discovered, along with other parents, that all college expenses are not listed in the catalogue. Then after graduation she fell in love and married. That was expensive as well. Then, five months after her marriage she suddenly sickened and within a week she was dead. She has not cost us a penny since the day we walked away from her grave. Living and healthy churches requires resources. Dead churches require nothing. 
As long as the church is alive she will cost money, and the more alive a church is, the more money she will cost. What kind of church are you interested in being a part of? That’s why we are having Promise Sunday today. 
In 1 Chronicles 29:10-16 King David offers up a wonderful prayer of praise to God in thanks for the offering: 
10 David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, “Praise be to you, O LORD, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.  11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 12 Wealth and honor come from you;  you are the ruler of all things.  In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. 13 Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. 14 “But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. 15 We are aliens and strangers in your sight, as were all our forefathers. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. 16 O LORD our God, as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you. Notice a few highlights from David’s prayer.
HIGHLIGHTS FROM DAVID’S PRAYER
I want you to notice in verse 11 the word everything. …for EVERYTHING in heaven and earth is Yours.
In verse 14 he again says: Everything comes from you. And in verse 16 notice and all of it belongs to you. Do you know what David is saying? David is saying that God is the source of all that they have. His eyes have been opened!
A father took his young son to McDonald’s and bought him some French fries. While sitting together enjoying each other’s company, he idly reached over to take some of his sons French fries. Much to his surprise, he pulled the fries back and said, No! These are mine! The father was startled! Then he began to reflect on what just took place.  Three things came to his mind.  First, he doesn’t have any idea that He was the source for those French fries. He went up to the counter, pulled out the money, and paid for the fries. He has those fries because of him.  Second, not only is he the source, but He doesn’t realize that he has the power—being his Dad—to reach over and take those fries from him. Or he could go to the counter and buy $50.00 worth of French fries and tell them to bury him in French fries! He doesn’t realize that he can either take away what he has or I can bury him under a mountain of fries. Finally, he doesn’t understand that he really does not need his French fries. He could buy some fries for himself. This dad realized he really didn’t want his sons French fries as much as his son’s willingness to share them with him.

Anyone relate to that? God takes us to McDonald’s, as it were. He’s blessed us. He’s given us fries. They come in different forms, and some have more than others, but he’s given all of us French fries. God sits down to fellowship with us and as he reaches over for some fries we pull back and say, No! These are mine! God thinks Don’t they understand that I’m the source of everything they’ve got? Don’t they understand that I have the power to take away what they have—or give them more? Don’t they understand that I really don’t need what they have? God wants us to give and to share not because he is needy but because he has modeled giving in himself to us.

The first verse we most likely ever memorized is John 3:16: For God so loved the world that he gave. . . . He gave! God is always giving. God is very interested in our response to the Promise Sunday challenge. God wants to see how we respond when he reaches over for some fries, or tells us to pass some over to our neighbor. In verse 12: Wealth and honor come from You; You are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. David had a clear understanding that God is in sovereign control of all things. Basically because God is sovereign, he can give us French fries or take them away from us. Isn’t verse 14 interesting: Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. Isn’t that an interesting verse? 

Imagine I take Sara & Michael shopping for a birthday present for Connie (note imagine). I gave them each some money to buy her a gift. Now when we walked in to the store they had no money. When we came out of the store they had no money but they had bought their mother a gift. Where did the money come from? It came from me. I was the source of their gift to their mother. Imagine the joy when she opened the presents and told her how they had bought the gifts. It sounded as if they were the source.  I was the source. A successful steward knows the source.

Everything we have in life is from God. He is the source of all things. We say I have a house, a car, clothes, furniture, or whatever. I have worked pretty hard to get what I have. God is the source of all that! God gave us the energy and the ability and the intellect! Everything we have is a gift from God. He is the source of all things. When we understand that God is the source of everything we have and then delights when we give back to him and to others, doesn’t it amaze you that we act like little kids at McDonald’s with French fries? God has given us so much and when he wants something, we say, No! These are mine! We have such an immature understanding that everything we have comes from God, don’t we? Is there any greater delight for a parent when their children are filled with gratitude for the things they have? And when they are joyfully willing to share what they have?
Let’s look at three incredible truths about our giving God!
THREE TRUTHS ABOUT OUR BLESSING GOD

God’s Power: His Ability to Give! The first truth that we need to know about our giving God has to do with his power: He has the ability to give. The first thing we have to ask ourselves: Does God have the power to give to us what we need? The answer throughout the Scriptures is a resounding YES! In verse 12, David said: Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. God has the power and the ability to give us all that we need. He is the ruler of all things!

Roger Staubach was the quarterback for the Dallas Cowboys in 1971 when they became World Champions. He told how difficult it was for him to let coach Landry call every play. Roger knew coach Landry had a brilliant mind when it came to football strategy yet pride said that he should be able to call the plays. Roger later said: I faced up to the issue of obedience. Once I learned the joy of obedience there was harmony, fulfillment and victory. 
When we learn the value of allowing the Head Coach, Jesus Christ call the plays in our lives we have joy as well. How well are we listening to our Head coach Jesus Christ? Are we allowing Him to call the plays in our life?
Our hymns so often talk about God’s power. Listen to some of the following lines: 1. LSB 549: All hail the power of Jesus name! Let angels prostrate fall; Brings forth the royal diadem and crown Him Lord of all. 2. LSB 804:        O worship the king, all glorious above and gratefully sing his power and his love. 3. LSB 657: A mighty fortress is our God, a trusty shield and weapon. As we reflect on God’s Word and these hymns we confess that God is an all-powerful, all sufficient God. God has the power to give everything we need for today! God is sovereign. In charge!
God’s Provision: His Willingness to Give! The second truth that we need to know about our giving God has to do with his provision: He has a willingness to give. David said in verse 14, Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. God is willing to give to us today what we need. That means that God has already given us the resources for anything he asks of us right now. 
A man of substance was approached to contribute to a major financial campaign. I understand why you think I can give fifty thousand dollars. I am a man with my own business and, it is true, I have all the signs of affluence. There are some things you don’t know. Did you know that my mother is in an expensive nursing home? Did you know also that my brother died, and left a family of five and had almost no insurance? Did you know my son has gone into social work, and makes less than the national poverty level to meet the needs of his family? The response: We hadn’t realized. If I don’t give any of them a penny, why do you think I’ll give it to you? I’m so glad God is not like that! 

Would you ask your child to go to Rainbow to buy a loaf of bread without giving them the money to buy the bread? Of course not! Would God ask you to go through a trial or difficulty or dark period in your life without giving the resources to go through it? Of course not! Somebody says, Pastor Chris do you have the grace to die a martyr’s death for Jesus right now? Quite honestly I would have to say, No, I don’t. But the good news is that I don’t need it right now! That grace will be supplied to me at that time when I need it, if I need it. God only gives me what I need for today. Boils down to trusting God. Trusting him to supply all that we need for this hour. This moment!
A little boy was about to have open heart surgery. The surgeon began: Tomorrow morning I’ll open up your heart to see how much damage has been done. The boy: When you open up my heart you’ll find Jesus there. The doctor did not know what to say.  After the surgery the surgeon sat in his office, recording his notes: No hope for transplant, no hope for cure. Death within one year. He questioned why God would allow this boy to die within a year? His tears were hot and his anger hotter. In the midst of his frustration he discovered a new understanding of God’s grace. When the boy asked him what he found after he cut open his heart the doctor replied: I found Jesus there! 
When we need grace our God is more than willing to provide His grace just like that doctor discovered!
At times we are like the Israelites in the wilderness. When God gave them manna they weren’t satisfied just to take enough for one day. No. They collected as much as they could for more than one day. But they blatantly ignored God’s command to take only enough for one day. Then they discovered the next morning that the manna was bad to eat. On Fridays God commanded that they collect enough manna for two days because he did not want them working on Saturday, the Sabbath. And that manna did stay fresh for two days. But, when the people disobeyed God, and collected more than he commanded because they did not trust him to provide, he let the extra manna go bad overnight. God gives willingly, but he gives us only what we need for today. Philippians 4:19: And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. This grace is not only for forgiveness of sins but for every area of our lives as well! He doesn’t give us tomorrow’s grace today. We have everything we need to fulfill God plan for our life, family, and ministry here at Risen Christ right now! One more thought!
God’s Partnership: His Reason to Give! The third truth that we need to know about our giving God has to do with his partnership: He has a reason to give. Why does God give to us? David understood why. He said in verse 14 & 16: Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand… O LORD our God, as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you.  God gives to us so that we can give back to him and to others because in our partnership with him God wants us to be like him. And he is a giving God. His very nature and character is giving!
Think of it this way. God gives things to others that he doesn’t give to me. Your journey is different than mine, and so God gives you things that you need and that I do not need. But God gives also to me. He gives me things that you don’t have in your life. That is why the Body of Christ is needed. I have things to share with you that you need, and you have things to share with me that I need. We really do need each other. Remember that God is the initial giver. He models it for us, but then he expects us to do something with it. He gives us things so that we can give to others. 
But the partnership is not complete. Because in giving to God we sometimes give to him directly and sometimes indirectly. We give to God indirectly by giving to others. And so sometimes I demonstrate my giving to God by giving to others. And they sometimes give to me. For me to be what God want me to be  I must  give back to Him.  This is the kind of partnership—or successful steward—that God calls us to. It is like a complete cycle.
Three observations about blessings: We are accountable to God for what we do with His blessings. When he gives us French fries we are going to be accountable to him for those things he has given us. Our ability to walk in partnership with God grows out of His incredible love for His children. We give because we are responding to the abundance of His blessings in our lives. Rooted in our Baptism. Forgiven children of God by grace through faith. We are incomplete without each other.  His big plan is that we use our fries so that all people might know the love of Jesus Christ. God created us to be givers in life. 
How do we apply this in a practical way? First we asked: What resources has God given? God has given us spiritual gifts, abilities, talents, skills, and financial resources. We have had over a month to consider the one percent challenge for Promise Sunday. Second we ask: How can I use the resources God has given? There are lots and lots of things we can do to minister and serve others.  We are blessed to be a blessing. Be a blessing to somebody this week with your fries! Before we present our Promise cards to the Lord for 2010 let me close with this story.

Frances Havergal is often referred to as the consecration poet. Throughout her brief life (died at age 43) she was an avid student, writer and composer. Her best known hymn: Take My Life and Let It Be was written 1874 after renewing her own faith in Jesus Christ. In the years that followed she frequently used this hymn in her own devotions. On one occasion she pondered the words, Take my voice and let me sing always only for my King, and felt she should give up her secular concerts. Her beautiful voice was in demand, and she frequently sang with the Philharmonic. In August, 1878 she wrote to a friend: Take my silver and my gold now means shipping off all my ornaments to the church Missionary House, including a jewel cabinet that is really fit for a countess, where all will be accepted and disposed of for me...I don’t think I ever packed a box with such pleasure. We pray: Take my life and let it be consecrated Lord to thee; Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise. Take my love, my Lord I pour At Thy feet its treasure store; Take myself, and I will be Ever, only all for Thee! AMEN!
