FAITH THAT TRANSFORMS
#6 The AAA Treatment

February 14th, 2010 – James 2:1-13

We have been going through the book of James. James is the most practical book in the New Testament. Would you agree with me that one of life’s biggest challenges is learning how to get along with other people? A poem goes:    To dwell above with those you love, that will be glory. To dwell below, with those you know, that’s a different story. James tells us about giving people The AAA Treatment!  Let’s read James 2:1-13 together: 

A PROBLEM TO REMEDY 

Verse one: My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don’t show favoritism. Whenever James begins a sentence with My brothers he’s getting ready to nail you. He’s getting ready to talk about prejudice and partiality. The word translated favoritism comes from two words: to receive and face. To receive by face literally means to receive someone because of what you see by outward appearance. Everyone wants to feel loved. I don’t think there are any exceptions to this. Not everyone feels loved. Some people feel rejected. Some people feel unwelcome because we often are guilty of showing favoritism. James tells us to never treat anybody in a different way according to their outward appearance. Yet we all do don’t we! This is a big problem in society!
We stereotype and categorize people based on all kinds of real and imagined differences. And then we assign certain characteristics to these people.  I came across a story that illustrates this. It was titled, An Understandable Bias: The judged glared down from his bench at the prospective juror. And just why is it that you don’t want to serve on this jury? The man replied, Well, Judge, I’m biased. One look at that man convinced me that he is guilty. The judge scowled and replied That man is not the defendant, he is the district attorney. There are certain professions that are easy to stereotype. We also categorize and make assumptions by cultural differences. Often with no basis in fact.
Webster dictionary defines prejudice as an adverse opinion formed without just grounds and prior to sufficient knowledge. It comes from the two words “pre” and “judge.”  According to Webster in the 1828 American Dictionary says partiality is the inclination to favor one party or one side more than the other, and it is an undue bias of mind toward one party or side, which is apt to warp the judgment.  Partiality springs from the will and affections, rather than from a love of truth and justice.  What are some common areas of discrimination today? 
ANCESTRY – We judge people according to their ethnic background. Color of their skin! Language they speak! Family background? A brilliant medical doctor discovered the use of blood plasma that resulted in saving thousands of lives in World War II, Korea, and the Vietnam War. At Pearl Harbor, for example, 96% of those who received plasma, survived. After World War II Charles Drew was named director of the National Blood Bank Program, and devoted himself to teaching doctors at Howard University Medical School.  On April 1, 1950, while driving some young doctors to a conference he was involved in an automobile accident in Burlington, N.C. He was rushed to a hospital where his life could have been saved by plasma.  Dr. Drew was denied admission to the hospital because his skin was black. He died on the way to another hospital 26 miles away. On the lighter side:
An Oriental man and a Jewish man were eating lunch together. Suddenly, without warning the Jewish man walks over to the Oriental fellow and sends him sprawling. Oriental: What in the world did you do that for? Answer:  Pearl Harbor! Response: I had nothing to do with Pearl Harbor. The Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor!  Response: Chinese, Japanese, Taiwanese—they’re all the same to me. After awhile the Oriental man suddenly gets up, walks and sends the Jewish man sprawling.  Jew: What did you do that for? Answer: Titanic. Response:   I had nothing to do with the Titanic! Oriental: Goldberg, Feinberg, and Iceberg they’re all the same to me!  We judge ancestry!
APPEARANCE – We discriminate often because of appearance. I found a poem a high school student wrote:  Paul’s girl is rich and haughty My girl is poor as clay Paul’s girl is young and pretty Mine looks like a bale of hay Paul’s girl is smart and clever My girl is dumb but good Would I trade my girl for Paul’s? You bet your life I would! 
A schoolteacher for thirteen years, decided to travel across America and see the sights. Traveling alone in a truck with camper in tow, she launched out. One afternoon near Sacramento rush-hour traffic, a water pump blew. In spite of the traffic jam she caused, no one seemed interested in helping. She prayed for God to send an angel.  Preferably one with mechanical experience.  Within four minutes, a huge Harley drove up, ridden by an enormous man sporting long, black hair, a beard and tattooed arms. Without glancing at the lady he went to work on the truck. He flagged down a larger truck, attached a tow chain to the frame of the disabled Chevy, and whisked the whole 56-foot rig off the freeway onto a side street, where he calmly continued to work on the water pump. The intimidated schoolteacher was too dumbfounded to talk. Especially when she read on the back of his leather jacket: Hell’s Angels -- California. She finally got up the courage to say thank you and carry on a brief conversation. Noticing her surprise he said: Don’t judge a book by its cover. You may not know who you’re talking to. We judge based on appearance!
AGE – How old are they? Are they from my generation – or are they too old or too young? Musical preferences vary greatly with age don’t they!  Of course, ‘what is right’ is music they personally enjoy; ‘what is wrong’ is music they do not enjoy.  One lady couldn’t stand the music that blared from the next apartment. If you don’t turn that stereo down, I’ll go insane! The reply, Too late, I turned it off an hour ago. Next week begins one service!
ACHIEVEMENT – Our society gushes over winners and forgets losers. One minute you’re a hero the next a zero! 
GENDER – Elizabeth Blackwell, the first woman doctor in America, started her practice in New York in 1851. Not only was she unable to find patients -- no one would even rent her a room once she mentioned that she was a doctor. After weeks of trudging the streets, she finally rented rooms from a landlady who asked no questions about what Elizabeth planned to do with them.  Quaker women, who had always been receptive to the goal of equal rights, became Elizabeth’s first patients. But no hospital would allow her on its staff. Finally, with financial help from her Quaker fiends, Elizabeth opened her own clinic in one of New York’s worst slums. The clinic opened in March 1853. Elizabeth hung a sign out announcing that all patients would be treated free. Yet, for the first few weeks, no one showed up. Then one day a woman in such agony that she didn’t care who treated her, staggered up the steps and collapsed in Elizabeth’s arms. When the woman was treated and recovered, she told all her friends about the wonderful woman doctor in downtown New York. The dispensary was soon doing well. It eventually expanded, moved, and is now a branch of the New York Infirmary on East Fifteenth Street. We judge based on male or female.
AFFLUENCE – This is the most common distinction around the world. This is the area that James picks out of all the areas we can discriminate. He talks about economic distinction. We’re affluent compared to the rest of the world.
The first guest identified as wearing a gold ring is literally gold fingered or having many gold rings. In New Testament times, you could rent rings to prove how wealthy you were. They would cut jewels and sew them in their cloths. The word fine was used to describe the rich man’s clothing, and means sparkling or glittering.  It refers to the Roman toga the politicians would wear when running for reelection. The second man is identified as being a poor man in shabby cloths.  Shabby as it is used here need not be understood in the sense of a homeless person might be but as a man dressed in work clothes soiled and stained from work.   The ushers standing at the door take the wealthy man and seat him in the place of honor. The poor man they tell him if you have to sit someplace, sit over here on the floor. Literally under my footstool which is the ultimate putdown.  Some call this "the case of the near- sighted usher," because he could not see beyond the physical. There is a distinction in the way that the two visitors are received, the rich man is received cordially and the poor man is received carelessly if not crudely.

 In his autobiography, Mahatma Gandhi wrote that during his student days he read the Gospels seriously and considered converting to Christianity. He believed that in the teachings of Jesus he could find the solution to the caste system [or the class system] that was dividing the people of India. So one Sunday he decided to attend services at a nearby church and talk to the minister about becoming a Christian. When he entered the sanctuary, however, the usher refused to give him a seat and suggested that he go worship with his own people. Gandhi left the church and never returned. He said: If Christians have caste differences also I might as well remain a Hindu. That usher’s prejudice not only betrayed Jesus but also turned a person away from trusting Him as Savior. Something similar happened in America when Governor Ronald and Nancy Reagan came to a church they usually attended when in town and two college students were in their seats. The usher asked them to move. The pastor saw what was happening and said:  As long as I am pastor of this church that will never happen again. Now the perspective!
A PERSPECTIVE TO ADOPT
James says in verse four: have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?  Three times in the book of James he uses the word evil. All three words have different meanings and this is by far the strongest of the three. It speaks of vicious intentions that have a destructive and injurious effect on everyone.  There is only one type of favoritism that God allows.  Phil. 2:3: Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. He goes on too mention a two fold perspective to adopt!
Favoritism Is Inconsistent With God’s Grace - (5-7) Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? God wasn’t forced to settle for the poor; He deliberately chose them. They are special objects of His love. Jesus Christ was rich, but the Lord of Glory became poor for our sake. He came down to earth and took our alien nature, our sin and our curse upon Himself. He extended the grace of God by choosing us. All who are in Christ are there as a result of God’s loving choice. Thank God He doesn’t just choose the tall, dark and handsome. He calls us into fellowship and invests us with worth. He calls us to be rich in faith and joint heirs with Christ in his kingdom.

Behind the line in World War I, rest homes were operated and designed to serve as places of fellowship for all soldiers – whether officers or enlisted men. Over the entrance of such houses were posted: Abandon all rank, ye who enter here. General Robert E. Lee was a devout follower of Jesus Christ. Soon after the end of the American Civil War, he knelt beside an African American during the communion service at a church in Washington! An onlooker said: How could you do that? Lee replied, My friend, all ground is level beneath the cross. In the perspective of Christ we are all poor; we are all underprivileged; we are all nobodies who only by his grace have become somebody in responding to the gospel? We of all people ought to go to those who have no stature in this world’s eyes so that as the gospel is preached and they respond to it they might find stature before God.


Favoritism Is Inconsistent With God’s Word - (8-11) If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right.  But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. How we treat people matters. We are to treat people in the same way that we would want to be treated. This law is royal because it expresses the will of the King. Showing favoritism is not just a social impropriety; it is sin. We cannot pick and choose between the commandments, because the law is more like a pane of glass than a pile of stones. You can take one stone from a pile and the pile still remains; but if you throw a brick through a window the whole window is shattered. Favoritism violates the Word of God - the royal law of love.
A PRACTICE TO IMPLEMENT 

James concludes by saying, Mercy triumphs over judgment. As we have received mercy we must give it away.
How can we show mercy? By giving others the AAA (triple A) treatment: 

ACCEPT:  Do you know why people have a hard time accepting others? They confuse acceptance with approval. You can accept a person and still not approve of their lifestyle. They may be doing something totally contrary to the Word of God, but you can accept them as a person. Romans 15:7: Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. The church is to be a hospital for sinners – not a hotel for the saints. Jesus said, I have come to seek and to save – those who are lost. In the essentials we have unity. In the non essentials we have liberty and in all things we have charity. Risen Christ is a church for people who do not have it all together. 

APPRECIATE: This goes further than acceptance. Philippians 2:3-4…but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. To appreciate someone you need to find something that you like about the person - something that you admire. With some people this may require a little creativity. You may have to look for a while. If nothing else you can value them for their uniqueness. Like Baskin-Robbins—31 flavors. What if we were all vanilla? Boring!

AFFIRM: Give everybody a lift when you can. 1 Thessalonians 5:11: Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact your are doing.  Lift people up – don’t tear them down. Encourage don’t complain. You can encourage people just by smiling at them. We are called to give others the AAA treatment! God blesses that type of church.  There are two kinds of pillars in the church. One that holds the church up and caterpillars that walk in and out. Jesus breaks down all the barriers and the ground is level at the foot of the cross. 
Charlotte Elliott was born in Clapham, England, on March 18, 1789. By the time she was thirty she became a bedridden invalid for the remaining years of her life. The turning point came when evangelist Dr. Malan said;      You must come just as you are a sinner, to the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. Years later those words would inspire Just As I Am Without One Plea. Written with a desire to help build a school for poor children which her brother was the pastor. This one hymn brought in more funds than all of his fund raisers and projects combined. Her brother wrote In the course of a long ministry, I hope to have been permitted to see some fruit of my labors; but I feel more has been done by a single hymn of my sister's. It was published in 1836 in the second edition of The Invalid's Hymn Book, a collection which contained 115 of her original works. She is regarded as one of the finest of all English women hymn writers. Just as I am, without one plea, But that Thy blood was shed for me, And that Thou bid’st me come to Thee Lamb of God, I come!  The ground is level at the foot of the cross.
What do we need to remember to be an AAA Christian? Remember who you are. James addresses us as believers in Christ. We are those who have committed our lives to live for Jesus. We cannot live any way we wish. We cannot hold attitudes that are evil. Remember whose you are. This is similar to the first, but has a subtle difference. We should not only remember that we are followers of Christ, but we should also remember that we represent him before the world. Proclaiming Christ in a changing world. A good question to ask is WWJD!  What would Jesus do?  
Search your heart for attitudes of favoritism that don’t belong there. Bring them to the cross. Ask God to replace them with His love and compassion.  Search your mind for people you have not treated well. Resolve to treat those people differently in the future. Ask those people to forgive you for treating them so poorly in the past if needed. Jackie Robinson was the first African American to play major league baseball. While breaking baseball’s "color barrier," he faced jeering crowds in every stadium. While playing one day in his home stadium in Brooklyn, he committed an error. His own fans began to ridicule him. He stood at second base, humiliated. Then shortstop "Pee Wee" Reese came over and stood next to him. He put his arm around Jackie Robinson and faced the crowd. The fans grew quiet. Robinson later said that arm around his shoulder saved his career. Resolve today to be a Pee Wee Reese in life.   Who knows what difference we could make for the kingdom if we give others the AAA treatment!  AMEN!
