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In The Readers’ Digest some time back there was a deeply moving story about seventy-nine year old Clara Hale and the drug-addicted infants she cares for in her home in Harlem. In an old bentwood rocker, she soothes a hurting child. I love you and God loves you. Your mother loves you too, but she’s sick right now, like you are. She coaxes the baby to nurse at a bottle.  She tells a visitor: After a while, maybe you get a smile, so you know the baby’s trying too. You keep loving it — and you wait. The article: Mama Hale and Her Little Angels.  Clara Hale has spent a lifetime caring for other women’s children. In a fifth-floor walkup, she raised forty foster children as well as three of her own. And now she operates a place called Hale House, a unique haven in the heart of the drug darkness of New York. At the time the article was written, she had cared for 487 babies of addicts. Since then, there have been hundreds more. Mama Hale understood what James meant by A Real Faith.  She puts faith into practice.
It seems if you put the word "real" in front of anything it sells more – “real coffee” or “real leather.” We’re interested in the genuine article. There is Real TV. Coke used to be the "real thing".  Real Men Don’t Eat Quiche. There are many different religions that claim to be the real thing. Many of these religions offer you religion without a relationship. They offer you a crown without a cross. They offer you salvation without a savior. They offer you comfort without commitment. There are many religions that offer you a faith but not A Real Faith.  Paul said: Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. (2 Cor. 13:5) James is saying let’s examine this faith we claim to have and see if it’s real. James is saying faith and action go hand and hand: A Real Faith that saves is a faith that serves. Read with me James 2:14 – 26:
WHO IS RIGHT – JAMES OR PAUL?
This is the most controversial and misunderstood passage in the book of James. Every cult misunderstands it and they try to use this passage to prove you have to work your way to heaven. Some who read this scripture will say, What about the Apostle Paul’s belief that we’re saved by faith through grace? We can’t work our way into heaven; it’s only through faith. Martin Luther said: The most damnable heresy that has ever plagued the mind of man was the idea that somehow he could make himself good enough to deserve to live with an all-holy God. James comes along and says in 2:24: You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone. So, which is it: faith or works? Is Paul right or James? They are both right. They are talking about different things. 

Paul was fighting the problem of legalism -- the problem of I’ve got to keep all the Jewish laws and regulations to be a Christian. Paul is talking to that group. James is not fighting legalism but laziness. Those that say It doesn’t matter what you do as long as you believe. They are fighting two different enemies. But they both use the word "works" in different ways. When Paul uses the word "works" he’s talking about Jewish laws like circumcision.  When James uses it, he’s talking about the Christian lifestyle -- acts of love. It’s totally different. Paul focuses on the root of salvation -- what happens to me internally. James focuses on the fruit of salvation -- what happens on the outside.  Jesus said, By their fruits you will know them. Paul is talking about How to know you’re a Christian. James is talking about How to show you’re a Christian. It is not a contradiction. They are both right!
Ephesians 2:8-10: For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. There are three truths we need to know -- by grace, through faith and to do good works. If you get those out of order, you’re in trouble. Paul is saying we’re saved by grace through faith. James is saying faith that saves is not alone. In other words, true genuine saving faith will produce action. A Sunday School teacher rowed his students to the middle lake to teach them a lesson on faith. On one oar he had painted the word FAITH. On the other oar the word WORKS! When they were in the middle he stopped and began to row with only the oar marked FAITH. They went in circles. Reversing the process he did the same thing with the oar marked WORKS as they circled in the opposite direction. The confused students wanted an answer. He said:  Neither faith nor works can stand alone. They are twins that cannot be separated. Both right!
FIVE MARKS OF REAL FAITH

Real Faith Is More Than A Empty Confession: James 2:14:  What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? Real faith is not just something you say or just talk about. Notice that in this verse it does not say that person has faith – it just says that he talks about having faith. They know the right language. They know the right phrases. George Barna claims that in his surveys - four out of five Americans claim to be Christians. Yet what they say they believe has very little to do with how they live their lives. Today we tend to label people as Christians if they give the slightest hint of being a believer.  Matthew 7:21: Not everybody who says to me `Lord, Lord’ is going to enter into the kingdom of heaven. Not everybody with a Christian bumper sticker is a believer. Not everybody who professes Christianity is a possessor of Christianity.
There are three areas that will change as a result of having a real faith.  Attitude: This deals with the state of the mind, our thoughts. Actions: This is how we live our lives from one day to the next. The way we live is influenced by our attitude or our thoughts. Our thoughts become actions, actions become habits, and habits become a lifestyle.  Affections: This involves our emotions. The dictionary defines affection as an emotional attachment to something. In other words something that is dear and precious to your heart. Our affections involves both, our attitude and our actions. Talk is cheap! Real Faith will change our attitude, actions and affections toward God and others. 

A crippled boy was once hurrying to catch a train. Carrying gifts under his arm, he was struggling with his crutches. Suddenly, a man bumped into him, knocking his parcels in all directions. The man then paused and scolded the boy for getting in his way. Another gentleman, seeing the youngster’s distress, quickly picked up the scattered gifts and slipped a dollar bill into his pocket, saying, I’m sorry! I hope this makes up for your trouble. The child who couldn’t remember being shown such kindness said: Mister, thank you! And sir, are you Jesus? The man said: No! I am but one of His followers. Real faith is more than a empty confession! More than just what we say!
Real Faith Is More Than A False Compassion: James 2:15-17:  Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. James is talking about someone who through no fault their own has fallen upon hard times. In the early church Christians were poor because, to confess Jesus as Savior was to loose everything they possessed or at least risk losing everything. He’s talking about Christians here. (This is the only time in Scripture that Christian women are called sisters.) When you become a part of God’s family you have some family responsibilities. Compassion.
There is a Peanuts cartoon where Charlie Brown and Linus are looking out the window at Snoopy. Its winter time and Snoopy is outside in the cold. His dog food bowl is empty. He is looking sad and he is chilled to the bone. Charlie Brown says to Linus, He’s cold and hungry. We ought to do something about it. So they both walk outside and say to Snoopy, Be of good cheer Snoopy. Then they turn and walk away. Where Charles Schultz get that idea? Right from this verse. One of my favorite movies is Brian’s Song. It’s about the late Brain Piccolo of the Chicago Bears. He and Gail Sayers had a great friendship. That is brought out as Brian is dying of cancer. I do not know of anyone who has a dry eye through that movie. If, after church, you’re getting into you car and you happen to slam your fingers in your car door, and you’re standing there in agony with blood on your fingers, and I walk up and say, I really feel for you! -- is that any help? It’s more than a feeling or false compassion! 
A Jewish boy suffered under the Nazis in World War II. He was living in a small Polish village when he and all the other Jews of the vicinity were rounded up by Nazi troops and sentenced to death. This boy joined his neighbors in digging a shallow ditch for their graves, and then faced the firing squad with his parents. Sprayed with machine-gun fire, bodies fell into the ditch and the Nazis covered the crumpled bodies with dirt. But none of the bullets hit the little boy. He pretended to be dead and fell on top of them. The grave was so shallow that the thin covering of dirt did not prevent air from getting through to him so that he could breathe. When darkness fell, he clawed his way out of the grave and made his way to the nearest house and begged for help. Recognizing him as one of the Jewish boys marked for death, he was turned away at house after house. People feared getting into trouble. He said something strange for a Jewish boy at the next house. Don’t you recognize me? I am the Jesus you say you love. The woman who stood in the doorway swept him into her arms and kissed him. From that day on, the members of that family cared for that boy as though he was one of their own. Real faith is more than feelings it takes the initiative!

Real Faith Is More Than A Shallow Conviction: James 2:18:  But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. People are driven by their convictions. If we have deep biblical convictions then they will have a positive impact on our lives. Our convictions will determine our attitude and our course of action. How do you know someone is really convicted?
James says Show me. If we claim to be a Christian others have a right to ask us to prove it by looking at our lifestyle. Somebody said: Faith is like calories. You can’t see them but you can sure see the results.

James must have been from Missouri. My dad was born in Jefferson City.  Missouri is the "Show me" state. James is saying our actions must back up our words. If I say, I believe my health is very important. Personal health is a high priority in my life. I believe that health is one of the most important things we ought to have. You say, Do you eat right? No. Do you exercise and get your proper rest? No! You would think that what I was saying was nothing more than hot air! My actions did not back up my words. Same is true of faith.  It doesn’t matter what I say. 
The kids sing a chorus: If you’re saved and you know it then your life will surely show it. James says: Show me. 

 2 Corinthians 5:17: Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. Not overnight. But they start becoming new. If you grab onto a 220 volt wire you’re going to know it. Anyone who is a new creation in Christ Jesus is going to know it. Former President Jimmy Carter said a turning point in his life was someone asking: If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you? Tough question. That’s what James is talking about. Real faith always produces change. If you say I know it! Show it! Real faith is more than just shallow convictions. What counts are my actions.
Real Faith Is More Than Saying I Believe In God: James 2:19: You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. Sounds like many people today. We hear the term "Supreme Being" a lot. That’s as far as some are willing to admit. There are a lot of people who believe that there is a God. Some of them can even quote Bible verses. It’s more than just a head knowledge. A lot of folks are going to miss heaven by 18 inches. They’ve got it in their head but not their heart. James says, Big deal if you believe in God. So do demons! They believe and shudder. Shudder means to bristle -- their hair stands up on end. It’s the kind of word you’d use reading a Steven King novel. Why? The devils understand the majesty and awesomeness of God and they tremble. Just because you believe there is a God does not make you Godly or a Christian. The word believe means to trust in, to cling to, to rely on, and to commit yourself completely. I’m a Christian because I believe in and trust in Jesus. It’s more than head knowledge. It’s heart knowledge. There is no salvation in intellectual faith only! 
Some recent excavations for a new highway had contributed to causing a flash flood. Volunteers risked their lives to rescue victims stranded in the deluge. One old man was up to his knees in the fast-rising waters when a rowboat came. Hop in, we’ll save you! No thanks, the Lord will provide. A short while later, a motor boat was sent to save him. By this time the swirling waters were over his waist. No thanks, the Lord will provide. Soon the water was up to his chin, so a helicopter was dispatched at the last minute. Climb aboard, this is your last chance!  No thanks the Lord will provide. Before the helicopter returned home, the old man was mad as a hornet, banging on the Pearly Gates. He bitterly complained to St. Peter, The last thing I remember I was in trouble, praying up a storm, so why did you let me drown? St. Peter explained: We sent you two boats and a helicopter. What more do you want? Real faith is not just saying "I believe". There is so much easy believism in America. Many Americans say they believe.

Many in our country will tell you that they believe in Jesus. When you ask them: Do you worship with other believers? No. Do you put the Bible into practice in your daily life? No. A lot of people say they believe! It’s more!
Real Faith Is Made Complete By Works: James gives two illustrations showing real faith is something you do.  Faith is not passive – it’s active. Faith is not just a comment – it’s a commitment. Two very different people, Abraham and Rahab -- exact opposite extremes. Abraham is a man. Rahab is a woman. Abraham is Jewish. Rahab is a Gentile. Abraham is a patriarch. Rahab is a prostitute. Abraham is a somebody. Rahab is a nobody. Abraham is a major character in the Bible. Rahab is a minor character. It doesn’t matter who you are as long as you have one thing in common -- faith in God. Their faith in God led them to an action. 

Real faith will cause us to sacrifice our FUTURE:  When Abraham offered up Isaac to God he was sacrificing his future to God. Isaac was to be the son through which the Lord Jesus would eventually come. Everything God had ever promised Abraham was wrapped up in Isaac. By sacrificing Isaac, Abraham was sacrificing his future.  

Real Faith will cause us to sacrifice our LIVES: This is exactly what Rahab did. She jeopardized her life and the life of her family when she hid the spies that came into Jericho. She was willing to sacrifice herself  for the welfare of those spies. These spies were her archenemies. As result of her actions she was saved as well as her family. She became a part of the lineage of Jesus Christ. Is not this what Jesus did for us? He offered Himself as a sacrifice on our behalf. He died that we might live and have life and have it more abundantly. Jesus faith in humanity was demonstrated by His commitment to die in our place. What wonderful love. What amazing grace!
You may have heard the true story of the famous high-wire performer BLONDIN.  Back in 1860 he strung a cable across Niagara falls. The cable was 1000 feet long, and 160 feet above the raging waters. As more and more people and media converged he did more and more death-defying feats on his cable. He walked to the middle and did a backward somersault. Then he took a chair to the middle and sat on it, balancing on the back of two legs. Later he went across on stilts. For his greatest stunt, he asked the crowd if they thought he could take a man across on his back. The crowd cheered, Yes, we believe!  He said, And then who wants to get on my back?  Needless to say, no one raised his hand. Blondin's manager then climbed aboard his back and made the harrowing journey across the Falls. One day he pushed a wheel barrow full of dirt. On about the tenth time, he pushed the wheelbarrow right in front of a tourist: I believe you could do that all day. He dumped out the dirt and said:  Really? Get in! God says to us: 
Talk is cheap. Put your money where your mouth is.
In the light of James: What does having a REAL FAITH mean in my life? Meditate on James 2:14-26 this week! Our response to God’s love is to be more than simple belief. It is to be a belief so strong it calls us to action. Going back to Mama Hale who has taken care of so many outcast children: The ones who worry her most are the toddlers who arrive scruffy and neglected. The article goes on to say: Against the disorder of the world they will return to someday, she teaches them a sense of order. Regular meals and bedtimes. A clean house and clothes. Lulling a six-month old baby to sleep she says They don’t always know what I am saying, but they know I love them. That is part of her "gift," as she calls it, her secret for saving children and saving their lives. On her bedroom door is a small sign You can make it. Well they can — and we can too — when real faith works in love. AMEN!
