FAITH THAT TRANSFORMS
#9 Are You Wiser Than A 5th Grader?
March 21st, 2010 – James 3:13-18

We have at our disposal today more knowledge than at any time in history. More information has been produced in the last thirty years than in the previous five thousand. Someone has estimated that, if all of man's accumulated knowledge from the beginning of recorded history to 1845 can be represented by one inch. What he learned from 1845 until 1945 would amount to three inches. What he learned from 1945 until 1975 would represent the height of the Washington Monument! By 2020 information will double every 73 days. Our world has plenty of knowledge and education, but it didn’t necessarily bring along much common sense wisdom, or spiritual and moral wisdom.

There is a significant difference between knowledge and wisdom. A Massachusetts doctor and Harvard graduate was suspended for leaving a patient on the operating table midway through spinal surgery so he could deposit a check at his local bank. The state board of medicine said David Arndt, an orthopedic surgeon, posed an immediate threat to the public health, safety and welfare after he left the patient with an open incision in his back. After his 35-minute trip to the bank, Arndt returned to the operating room and finished the surgery.  Plenty of knowledge and education, but it didn’t necessarily bring along much wisdom. Let’s read James 3:13-18 together:
Who is wise and understanding among you? Wisdom is used four times in these verses. If James lived today he would say: Are You Wiser Than A 5th Grader? Wisdom can come from the most unlikely sources. Take children for instance:  Patrick age 10: Never trust a dog to watch your food. Randy age 9: Stay away from prunes. One has to wonder how poor Randy discovered that bit of wisdom. Lauren age 9: Felt markers are not good to use as lipstick. I came across wisdom from cowboys: After eating an entire bull, a mountain lion felt so good he started roaring until a hunter shot him. The cowboy’s wisdom: When you’re full of bull, keep your mouth shut. If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is stop digging!  James focus is wisdom being key for healthy relationships! 
Every day we encounter many different kinds of people. Some are very delightful. Some are very difficult. Some of them are inspiring. Some of them are irritating, fascinating, intimidating. The fact is, a lot of the problems we have in life are because of personality conflicts. We don't get along with people. When your relationships are bad, life is miserable. You may have lots of blessings and lots of opportunities but if your relationships are bad, you're miserable. How many of you have ever felt like giving up and walking out on a relationship simply because you could not relate or get along with a person?  It’s very important that we learn how to get along with other people. 
OBSERVATIONS FROM JAMES
James gives us some very practical advice on how to build relationships with people. A key verse is James 3:18: Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. Each day in every relationship, we're planting seeds. Seeds of anger, jealousy, peace, confidence, insecurity, many different kinds of seeds. This is the principle of reaping and sowing.  If you sow peace – you will reap peace. The Message: You can develop a healthy, robust community that lives right with God and enjoy its results only if you do the hard work of getting along with each other, treating each other with dignity and honor.  We need to be wise in the way we act toward people. Often we treat people in very foolish ways and provoke the exact opposite behavior of what we would like to see in them.      A lot of smart people are not too wise. They may be educated but they don't have wisdom. Two thoughts:
Wisdom is a lifestyle: It has nothing to do with your intelligence. It has everything to do with your relationships and your character. James 3:13b: Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. Imagine James coming into Risen Christ asking: May I see the hands of those who are wise? If you would raise your hand he would say:  Prove it! Show me. Show me your wisdom by your lifestyle. It's not a matter of what you say with your lips but a matter of what you live with your life. Not a matter of your words but of your works. Not so much the diplomas on the wall, but your disposition that really shows how wise you are. How do you get along with other people? That shows how wise we really are. It's a lifestyle. Wisdom is applying the knowledge you have in order to make a positive impact on how you live your life in a proper relationship with others. Wisdom has more to do with character in relationships than it has to do with education and intelligence. Wisdom creates humility. Knowledge causes pride. Wisdom is a lifestyle! 
Lack of wisdom causes confusion: Lack of wisdom causes all kinds of confusion, and instability. 
James 3:14-16: But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil.  For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. James says there are two kinds of wisdom. Wisdom from heaven and wisdom from earth. One is Godly and the other is worldly. Worldly wisdom produces people of negative influence! It’s characterized by bitter envy and selfish ambition.
Bitter does not mean in taste but in harshness. Idea of piercing. That bitter is combined with envy. Envy is felt when we mourn empty hands because we don’t have what someone else has. Jealousy is felt when we have full hands and are threatened because we fear someone will take away what we have. Pursuing something with passion.  So you have this combined idea of a piercing pursuit of something or someone. It is attempting to stab, to cut into, to provide a harshness that is aggressively pursuing someone. Getting the dog riled up to annoy the mother-in-law. 


Selfish ambition means strife. Before NT times, it can be found as being used by Aristotle to refer to pursuing political office through unfair means. Self focused. Self promoting.  So that is the description of this first type of wisdom. It is aggressive in attempting to destroy others, and to push self to the front. It is still wisdom. It is still taking pieces of knowledge, and applying them to daily life. But it is not being done in a Godly manner. Where does this type of wisdom come from? According to James it is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. This means that life is controlled by human rather than spiritual impulses. God’s Spirit is disregarded. It is limited to human perspective.   It can’t save a troubled marriage or heal a damaged life because its horizons are only human. James would prompt godly thinking and behavior, rather than the character in a novel that was described: Edith was a little world, bounded on the north, south, east, and west by Edith. Lack of wisdom causes confusion, disorder and instability!

I saw a cartoon of a man stranded all alone on a desert island. He is pictured sitting on the beach with three grass huts behind him. Finally he is rescued. One of the men on the ship asked about the three grass huts: The first hut was my home. The second hut was my church. The third hut was the church I used to go to. The people there were just too difficult for me too endure!  The Message Bible: Mean-spirited ambition isn’t wisdom. Boasting that you are wise isn’t wisdom. Twisting the truth to make yourselves sound wise isn’t wisdom. It’s the furthest thing from wisdom it’s animal cunning, devilish conniving. Whenever you’re trying to look better than others or get the better of others, things fall apart and everyone ends up at the others throats. Worldly wisdom causes confusion in the church, at work, in the home and in our life! Heavenly wisdom produces people of positive influence!
CHARACTERISTICS OF RELATING WISELY 

James 3:17: But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. The Message Bible: Real wisdom, God’s wisdom, begins with a holy life and is characterized by getting along with others. It is gentle and reasonable, overflowing with mercy and blessings, not hot one day and cold the next, not two-faced. Earthly wisdom looks out for “number one”. Godly wisdom looks out for the good of others.  Let’s look at six characteristics of relating wisely! Wisdom Will Not:
Compromise your Integrity: First of all pure. Pure means without a flaw, pure enough to approach God. 
In I John 3:3 this word is used to refer to Christ’s character. We often call that quality transparent! You can see their character – they are truthful – they are honest. All relationships are built on trust and respect. If you don’t have honesty who’s going to trust or respect you? Dr. Leonard Keeler, the man who invented the lie detector, tested 25,000 people and came to the conclusion that people are basically dishonest.  Everyone knows how to be on his or her best behavior when the situation requires it. So behavior can be altered to suit a particular situation and not be a reflection of how we truly desire to live. The real question is how we behave when we are alone, or among our close friends. God does not want us to merely act holy. We are the righteousness of Christ. This requires true repentance! Proverbs 10:9: The man of integrity walks securely, but he who takes crooked paths will be found out.  He’s not afraid of being found out.  He doesn’t say one thing to one group and something else to another group. No man has a good enough memory to be a habitual liar. Eventually you’re going to slip up. If you’ve got integrity you’ve got confidence, you walk securely in your relationships. Wisdom will not compromise my integrity. 
Antagonize your Anger: Peace – loving. True wisdom soothes and unites. It promotes harmony.  It actively guards against alienating others or creating ill will. Ever met someone who always wants to argue or disagree?

Lucy says to Charlie Brown: I hate everything. I hate everybody. I hate the whole wide world! Charlie says:

But I thought you had inner peace. Lucy replies: I do have inner peace. But I still have outer obnoxiousness.
I heard about one guy who was so argumentative he would only eat food that disagreed with him. Proverbs 20:3:
It is to a man’s honor to avoid strife, but every fool is quick to quarrel. Three things that cause arguments:
Comparing. You’re just like ...Why can’t you be like ...When I was your age...My first husband... (2 Cor.10:12).

Condemning. It’s all your fault… You always…You never…You ought to…You should…You shouldn’t…

You should be ashamed. You lay on the guilt. Someone said: You can bury a marriage with a lot of little digs. 
Contradicting. How do you like to be interrupted in the middle of a sentence? It’s irritating. James says, If you are wise you don’t sweat the small stuff. William James says, The secret of wisdom is knowing what to overlook. 
Some things are just not worth the fight. This peace comes daily in one's own life first of all by grace through faith.  We are simply giving away what our Lord Jesus is giving to us. Wisdom will not antagonize your anger. 
Minimize your Feelings: Considerate. Considerate means mindful of the feelings of others.  Idea of being
“gentle,” “forbearing,” “courteous,” and  “reasonable.” Describes God’s kindness toward those with whom He has reason to be harsh and judgmental. When we consider others, we are looking outward instead of inward.  There is a common mistake that if I don’t feel the way you feel then your feelings must be invalid or illogical or irrational. Wise people are considerate; they don’t minimize other people’s feelings.  I don’t have to accept them but I can understand them. Typically when we react to people’s emotions we say things that hurt. Often we belittle the feeling. We put down. Or we play psychologist. I know why you feel that way!  We’re condescending toward people. Do you ever play the game My day can beat your day?  Husband comes home worn out and starts complaining,   The traffic was bad, my boss got upset, the air conditioning went out. Wife says, Oh, yeah? Junior dunked the cat down the toilet, the beans burned.  The fact is they both had a tough day. Wisdom is considerate. Allow your spouse to be tired without having to say, I’m more tired than you are. Wisdom will not minimize your feelings.
Criticize your Suggestions: Submissive. This word is used only one time in the New Testament. Submissive means reasonable and willing to listen.  This person is willing to listen to the opinions of others. He is not gullible, but agreeable. Can learn from anybody. Not defensive. Not stubborn. Willing to learn. On one occasion Abraham Lincoln, to please a certain politician, issued a command to transfer certain regiments. When Secretary of War Edwin Stanton received the order, he refused to carry it out, saying the President was a fool. When Lincoln was told of this, he replied, If Stanton said I’m a fool, then I must be, for he is nearly always right. I’ll see for myself.   As the two men talked, the President quickly realized that his decision was a serious mistake, and without hesitation he withdrew it. A teachable, submissive spirit is often a major key in defusing conflict. Too many folks are too oversensitive. If somebody makes a suggestion they take it as a personal criticism and get all defensive.         Proverbs 9:9: Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach a righteous man and he will add to his learning. Proverbs 12:15: The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice.  A father joked with his son: If you know everything and I know everything, why don't we agree on everything? A person who walks in Godly wisdom is submissive – they are open to new ideas and concepts. Wisdom will not criticize your suggestions!
Emphasize your Mistakes: Full of mercy and good fruit. Mercy means pity with action. The kind of mercy that is being described here means to be merciful to the one who is in trouble even if the trouble is their own fault! Mercy is not dependant on guilt or innocence. Somehow it is easier to be merciful to the one we believe is suffering unjustly.  God is merciful to us even though we were guilty. Thank God for the cross!  Do we jump on somebody every time they make a mistake? Do we remember the mistakes that people make not willing to forgive and forget? Remember the time you did?  What keeps us from showing mercy? We have all been disappointed or hurt by other people. We put up walls to keep people from hurting us. Those walls not only keep people out they keep us in. Wisdom won’t emphasize a person’s mistakes. Give what they need – not what they deserve. Two long lost friends sat in the lobby all night talking. They knew they would be in trouble with their wives. The next day they happened to see each other. What did your wife think? Friend: I walked in the door and my wife got historical. Don’t you mean hysterical? No, historical. She told me everything I ever did wrong. Proverbs 17:9: He who covers over an offense promotes love, but whoever repeats the matter separates close friends. You don’t rub it in – you rub it out. You forgive. You encourage. When someone stumbles – you pick them up – you don’t step on them. If somebody forgets something -- forgets to fill the car with gas and you run out on the freeway, somebody forgets to bring the mail in -- how are you? Do you rub it in or do you rub it out? Wisdom will not emphasize your mistakes.
Disguise your Weaknesses: Impartial and sincere. In the Greek these words sound very much alike. They both sound like the word hypocrite. It means to be straightforward, right on. Not hot one day and cold the next.    Not two-faced. In the Greek theater they often would have just two or three actors playing an entire play. These people would change parts. They would hold masks in front of their face. One person would have five or six different masks and parts and that person, that actor, was called a hypocrite. They have all kinds of masks.  A mark of a wise person is they don’t try to hide their weaknesses. The church of Jesus Christ is for real people, with real sins, real hang ups, real faults, real emotional problems, real family problems. What you see is what you get. If I’m wise I’m not going to disguise my weakness. Why? Because sooner or later the real me is going to be revealed.  Proverbs 28:13: He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy. When you start telling people what your weaknesses are they’re not going to be shocked because they already know. Everybody knows your weakness. You’re just the only one who won’t admit it. We see each other’s weaknesses all the time. Why do we walk around pretending that we don’t know? We do. It’s obvious to everybody. But we don’t want to admit it. People appreciate honesty, being gut level and sharing where they are. It also helps them to be more open. They might be struggling with it too. In New York we were expecting our second child but Connie had a miscarriage. I remember sharing that with the congregation and I could not believe how many came up after service sharing their pain they had kept bottled up for years. Wisdom will not disguise your weaknesses.
How wisely do you relate to people? Where do you need wisdom? (Marriage, Children, Work) Colossians 2:3:      In Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. It’s all wrapped up in Jesus Christ. Daily pray:  Christ, think Your thoughts through my mind and say Your words through my mouth. Help people through my hands. Love people with my heart. And put Your wisdom in my mind. Reflect on Be Thou My Vision! This 8th century hymn comes from Ireland. Author unknown. First translated into English in1905 by Mary Bryne of Dublin, Ireland. The melody is a traditional Irish tune! Note especially verse two: 1. Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art- Thou my best thought, by day or by night, Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 2. Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word; I ever with Thee, and Thou with me, Lord; Thou my great Father, I Thy true son, Thou with me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 3. Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise, Thou mine inheritance, now and always: Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, High King of heaven, my Treasure Thou art. 4. High King of heaven, my victory won, May I reach heaven's joy, O bright heaven's Sun! Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, Still be my Vision, O ruler of all. AMEN!
