FAITH THAT TRANSFORMS
#12 Face Tomorrow Confidently

May 9th, 2010 – James 4:13-17

Americans are concerned about the future. We ask: What will gas prices be next week? What will the end result be of health care reform? When will we get out of Iraq?  Will I have enough money for my retirement? The list goes on! We want to know what's going to happen next, next year, next decade, next century. Senate Sub-committee made the following predictions: Men will be working 22 hour weeks, 27 weeks per year and will retire by age 38.  This was predicted in 1967, for the future.  The year all this was to happen?  1985!  They certainly did miss that one! Psychics in this country rake in millions of dollars annually because people want to know what the future holds. 
Read James 4:13-17 with me!  We just don’t know what the future holds do we? The Word of God tells us we can     Face Tomorrow Confidently! In a Peanuts cartoon strip, Charley Brown says to Linus, Life is just too much for me. I’ve been confused from the day I was born. I think the whole trouble is that we’re thrown into life too fast. We’re not really prepared.  Linus says to Charlie Brown, What did you want…a chance to warm up first? James is saying that knowing the future is not nearly as important as being prepared for the future. We can face the future with confidence. He says plan for your future but be aware of these three common mistakes that can trip you up! 
THREE COMMON MISTAKES
1. Planning Without God: James 4:13: Now listen, you who say, ’Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.’ This phrase, now listen, occurs only here in the Bible. James is saying, Come now, pay attention! It’s a pointed phrase that indicates the seriousness of what follows. It’s as if he is saying, Come on now, you who are strutting around like you own the place. In your life, do you know anyone like this? He illustrates the first mistake with a typical conversation between a couple of businessmen. One guy has his MBA from the University of Minnesota and the other is the CEO of a Fortune 500 company. 
These wealthy merchants traveled all over the ancient world, buying and selling in the major trade centers of that day. Because of the extensive shipping involved, it could easily take a year or more to set up a business. Their sin was not that they engaged in business, but that they were counting on the future, without any recognition of the God who controls the future. Their business plan was pretty good. They had everything figured out ​ or almost everything: When: “today or tomorrow” Where: “this or that city”  How: “spend a year”  What: “do business”  Why: “to make money”   In all their planning, they left out the most important ​ the Who. God was nowhere in their plans. 

The Bible encourages good planning. Jesus said that nobody builds a building without first considering how much it is going to cost. Jesus is telling us that planning is a good thing. If you don’t plan well – your considered foolish. He's not talking about planning, he's talking about presumption without God. It's great to have dreams, it's great to have goals. There's nothing wrong with what he did -- all of these things are fine. It's what he forgot to do. He forgot to include God. His attitude was one of self-sufficiency.
Article in Readers Digest by Alexander Saul: Since I have spent well nigh fifty years working on the history of the Russian Revolution, in the process I've collected hundreds of personal testimonies, read hundreds of books, and contributed eight volumes of my own. But if I were asked today to formulate as precisely as possible the main cause of the ruinous revolution that swallowed up some sixty million Russians, I could not put it more accurately than to repeat the phrase, `Men have forgotten God.  This is what James is talking about. You can be a believer and forget God in your daily life. It's sad to meet somebody who says, I don't believe in God. It's sadder to find somebody who says, I believe He exists, but then acts like He doesn't exist. He doesn't make any plans involving the Lord. He just goes off on his own as if all depends on him. You say, I believe in God. Does He have a say in your business? 
I don't believe in mixing business and faith. I know a lot of people who love the Lord with all their heart but when it comes to planning their business or career or their school education they forget God.  All business is God's business if you're a believer. Planning without God is practical atheism. So what is the solution?
Solution: Do What God’s Blessing: James says in 4:15: Instead, you ought to say, `If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that. God needs to be the center of our planning. Notice that word IF. Murphy’s Law: If things can go wrong – they will. Life is pretty if-fy. Right in the middle of LIFE is IF. I don’t know what will happen tomorrow – neither do you. We are not the ones who know what the future holds. I can make an educated guess. God is the One who knows what is around each bend. We must rely upon Him.
Proverbs 16:3: Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed. The starting point in facing the future is to say, God, what you want me to do. What do You want me not to do. Planning without prayer is presumptuous. He says we should preface all of our planning with the phrase, "if the Lord wills". Couldn't that become a cliché? Of course. You could trivialize it. But he's not saying that. He's saying that the whole attitude of our life should be It's up to God. Whatever He wants me to do is what I want. Christians for hundreds of years used to write the initials D.V. at the end of their letters. They'd sign their name and then write D.V. They stood for the Latin phrase "Deo Valente" -- "Lord willing". James says that ought to be our response to life. 
There are three possible responses to God's will: I can show INDIFFERENCE to it.  I can make REFERENCE to it – only talking about it now and then – or:  I can give PREFERENCE to it.  More than anything else I want to give God my preference. I want to do what God wants me to do with my life. This is why we must be humble, and flexible as we look at the future. God may have different plans than what we are now thinking. In his Sovereignty he may very well change those plans according to his perfect will. 

Proverbs 16:9: In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps  The wrong prayer is: God bless what I'm doing. God, I've made my plans. I've worked them all out now You bless them. Instead pray, God, help me to do what You're blessing. God is doing a lot of fantastic things in the world. I just want to be in on them. Help me to do what You're blessing. I don't want my plans. I want Your plans in my life because Your plans will provide success in my life. Praying: God, help me to do what your blessing is how to overcome the first mistake.
 
2. Presuming About Tomorrow: Taking it for granted, assuming I'm going to live forever, I've got the rest of my life. James 4: 14: Why you don't even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. James gives two reasons we shouldn't presume about tomorrow: 
Life is unpredictable: James says, you don't even know. One of the most famous of America’s psychics was Jeanne Dixon. In late 1996 Dixon announced plans to join the 1-900 telephone network with her own “Jeanne Dixon’s Psychic Network” unfortunately she did not foresee her own imminent death. She died January 25, 1997 apparently unexpectedly.  The key word to understanding verse fourteen is the word, know. This word conveys the idea of knowing for sure or being absolutely certain. Since it is impossible, even for the supposed psychics of “Psychic Hot Line” to know what the future holds, their decision making is highly presumptuous. 
None of us know what's going to happen tonight much less next year. You have no assurance you will see your children grow up, or that the project you’re now working on will be finished. In fact, this past week may have been your very last week at work! I’ll never forget the Senior Pastor telling me one day as an assistant pastor: We can no longer afford your ministry here at Calvary, East Meadow, New York. I was 33!  Life is so unpredictable. None of us know what's going to happen in life.. You don't have any assurance. There is no guarantee of perpetual success.. We shouldn't let that frighten us, that life is uncertain. Let it cause you to be more dependent on God. You don't know what's going to happen in your life or your business. It just forces you to trust God more. Life is unpredictable.
Life is unmeasurable:  James says, What is your life? You are a mist... Mist is the word atmos, where we  get the word atmosphere.  Our lives are like a mist in the grand scheme of things. [Spray an aerosol can] Who knows how long we're going to live? None of us do. It uses phrases like a leaf, grass, shadow, cloud, puff of smoke, vapor.    One pastor began a  Student Recognition Day sermon: Young people, you may not think you are going to die, but you are. One of these days, they’ll take you to the cemetery, drop you in a hole, throw some dirt on your face. People will go back to the church and eat potato salad. What an unforgettable underscoring of the brevity of life. I'm only one heartbeat away from eternity. I don't know how long I'm going to live. Life is short. Someone said: The seven ages of man: spills, drills, thrills, bills, ills, pills, wills.  It goes so fast from hot wheels to wheelchairs.                                
A few years ago, a letter appeared in the national news that was sent to a deceased person by the Indiana Department of Social Services. It read as follows: Your food stamps will be stopped effective March 1992 because we received notice that you passed away. May God bless you. You may reapply if there is a change in your circumstances. Well, except for an occasional Lazarus, there haven’t been too many who have seen a change in those circumstances!    We can’t control the LENGTH of our lives, but we can control the DEPTH.
Psalm 139:16: All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. Our days, from a heavenly perspective, are numbered! You will never live one day, or one hour, or even one second longer than God has planned for you to live. Every day of your life, every breath you take is totally dependent upon God. You are always just one heartbeat away from eternity. You can't presume that you're going to live to be 100.     Peter Marshall: The measure of life, after all, is not its DURATION, but it’s DONATION. Since life is but a vapor, we should avoid the arrogance of living out life as if we are really the one in control of it all. What’s the solution?
Solution: Living Life One Day at a Time: As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil.  Proverbs 27:1      Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth. Jesus said, Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. Living life one day at a time is how Jesus says to face the future. The future could be overwhelming but fortunately it comes in bite-size pieces, a 24- hour segment at a time.
Plan for the future but you can only live now. I can't live the future, I can only live today. Plan for the future but take advantage of the present. Life is what happens to us while we're planning something else. We're always planning what's going to happen in January and miss Christmas. Today is the Good Old Days you're going to talk about in 15 years. Enjoy now. Make the most of now. Don't make the mistake of planning without God. Don't make the mistake of presuming about tomorrow. I don't know if I've got next week, much less next year. I shouldn't just assume it.
Psalm 90:12: Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom! Spencer Johnson, the man who wrote the book The One Minute Manager wrote another book called The Perfect Present.  In this book he said the perfect present is literally the perfect present. The present time. That's all I have. That's all I have to give to this world. Not next hour or next month but right now. That's the gift that God has given to me so I ought to use it. That's all I have -- the present. Just because the future is uncertain and unsure and brief, doesn't mean you get all uptight and get paralyzed with panic and worry. It's the motivation to trust God more. I don't know what the future holds, but I know who holds the future.. Diapers - Dignity - Decay. Life's brief.  Remembering to live life one day at a time can help us from presuming about tomorrow Presuming about tomorrow!
3. Putting Off Doing Good: James 4:17: Anyone then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it sins. James is talking about the issue of  procrastination. A poem: Procrastination is my sin, It only caused me sorrow I know I ought to change my ways, In fact I will -- tomorrow. We have heard, Don’t put off till tomorrow what you can do today. The procrastinator’s motto is: Why do today what you can put off till tomorrow. We love to put things off. To know the right thing to do is good – but unless you do it – it is useless – James says – it’s a sin.
Let me ask you – if you were asked to tell me some sins – what would you say? Murder – adultery – cheating – lying – stealing. All of those are sins of commission.  But there's another kind of sin -- sins of omission. The sin of omission is different. With the sin of omission – it’s what you don’t do that is the sin. I can do nothing and still sin. Because there are things I ought to be doing. This is the sin of omission. Procrastination is a subtle trap -- it's the land of Someday I'll...One of these days ...Tomorrow I’ll… and it never gets done. 

Billy Graham in his autobiography, Just as I Am, tells about a conversation he had with John F. Kennedy shortly after his election:  “On the way back to the Kennedy house, the president-elect stopped the car and turned to me. ‘Do you believe in the Second Coming of Jesus Christ?’ he asked. ‘I most certainly do.’ ‘Well, does my church believe it?’ They have it in their creeds. They don’t preach it,’ I’d like to know what you think.’ Billy Graham explained:

What the Bible said about Christ coming the first time, dying on the Cross, rising from the dead, and then promising that he would come back again. ‘Only then,’ I said, ‘are we going to have permanent world peace.’ ‘Very interesting,’ he said, looking away. ‘We’ll have to talk more about that someday.’ And he drove on.”
Several years later, the two met again, at the 1963 National Prayer Breakfast. “I had the flu,” Graham remembers. “After I gave my short talk, and he gave his, we walked out of the hotel to his car together, as was always our custom. At the curb, he turned to me. ‘Billy, could you ride back to the White House with me? I’d like to see you for a minute.’ ‘Mr. President, I’ve got a fever,’ I protested. ‘Not only am I weak, but I don’t want to give you this thing. Couldn’t we wait and talk some other time?’  It was a cold, snowy day, and I was freezing as I stood there without my overcoat. ‘Of course,’ he said graciously.”  But the two would never meet again. Later that year, Kennedy was shot dead. Graham comments, “His hesitation at the car door, and his request, haunt me still. What was on his mind? Should I have gone with him? It was an irrecoverable moment.” What the solution?
Solution: Just Do It: Proverbs 3:27-28: Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act. Do not say to your neighbor, `Come back later; I'll give it tomorrow' -- when you now have it with you.
Don’t put off till tomorrow the good – which you could be doing today. There are three things you can do with your life: spend it, waste it, or invest it. On January 8th, 1956 Jim Elliot and four other missionaries were speared and hacked to death by warriors from the Auca tribe in Ecuador! Today their sacrifice has resulted in reconciliation and transformation in the tribe. Jim said: Our orders are: the Gospel to every creature. His most famous line: He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.  His martyrdom at the tender age of only twenty-eight and the subsequent books and movies of his life have inspired thousands to follow Christ in pastoral ministry and the mission fields. Are you making your life count or are you frittering it away on non-essentials? Thinking about witnessing to a friend and inviting them to church? Do it now! Thinking about teaching a class and getting involved in Bible study? What are you procrastinating on? Just do it! Live each day as if it were your last. 
Suppose you only had two months to live! Wouldn’t you take time to visit and speak with those you love and tell them how much you loved them? Wouldn’t you make the most of every opportunity? Of course you would. Why don’t we live this way? I can think of at least THREE ACTION STEPS from this passage to apply to our life:
EXAMINE your life to see if any of the mistakes James mentioned need immediate attention this week!
REAFFIRM your faith in Jesus Christ as a baptized child of God. Thank Him for new life in Christ each day!

TREAT others as if this will be the last time you will see them. Treat your spouse as if he or she was going to die tonight. Treat your brother or sister as if they won’t be here tomorrow. Treat your children as if they were going to be called home this afternoon. If we would really do this, it would dramatically change the way we deal with everyone we know. Life is short. Allow the love of Christ to love others through you. We will never pass this way again!  OUR LIFE WILL SOON BE PAST; ONLY WHAT’S DONE FOR CHRIST WILL LAST. AMEN!
