FAITH THAT TRANSFORMS
#13 Use Wealth Wisely

May 16th, 2010 – James 5:1-6

Today we begin chapter five of James in our series Faith That Transforms.  The most practical book in the Bible! Someone once said: Money talks. It says goodbye! Anyone relate to that? Read with me James 5:1-6.  He talks about wealth today. In New Testament times, there was no such thing as a middle class. The people in the entire New Testament times were either very rich or very poor. The system caused the rich to get richer and the poor to get poorer. The rich tended to manipulate and oppress the poor people, who were continually abused. James lashes out at non- Christian use of money by the wealthy. He gives a rebuke. It is one of the harshest passages in the Bible.

This passage is a healthy warning that whatever our financial status we must Use Wealth Wisely. Everyone in this room is wealthy according to world standards. Statistics tell us that of those who live in the forty poorest countries of the world, where over ¾ of the world’s population lives, the annual per capita income is $270.00. How does it feel to make in a week what a large portion of the world makes in a year? If you own a car, you're wealthy. If you have more than one change of clothes, you're wealthy. If you own a home, you're in the top 5% of the world. By world standards, by the very fact that we live in America, we're wealthy. We should be a most grateful people.
A man was a regular diner at a restaurant. The owner always did his best to please him. One day he complained that he only received one piece of bread with his meal, so the waiter promptly brought him four slices. The man said, That’s good, but not good enough. I love bread! So, the next night he was given six slices with supper. He said: Good! But aren’t you still being a bit frugal? Even a basketful the next day didn’t stop the complaints. Finally, the owner decided to end this for good. The next night he had a colossal loaf of bread baked. It was six feet long, three feet wide. It took the manager and two waiters to carry it to the complainer’s table. When they laid it on the table the huge loaf took up five place settings. They stood there and smiled, waiting for the man’s reaction.  He stared at the loaf and said , So, we’re back to ONE piece again?  God has blessed us.  Our hearts should be filled with gratitude.

Many people wrongly believe that the Bible teaches that it's wrong to be wealthy. They think that the Bible says that Money is the root of all evil. Actually The love of money is a root of all evil. God is not opposed to wealth. Many of the people in the Bible were extremely wealthy. Abraham was probably a millionaire in our terms. Job was the wealthiest man of his time. David and Solomon were both the wealthiest men of their time. We know that Barnabas made a lot of money because he was able to give it to the church. Joseph of Arimathea, the man who gave Jesus his tomb, was extremely wealthy. God is not opposed to wealth, simply for being wealthy. God is very much opposed to the misuse and abuse of wealth. He wants us to use our wealth wisely, no matter our financial status. Let’s not only look at what they were doing wrong but at what we can do right so we may use our wealth wisely. 

Don’t Hoard It Greedily — Save It Faithfully
James says in verse two and three: Your wealth has rotted, moths have eaten your clothes and your gold and silver are corroded… You have hoarded wealth in the last days. God says that money is not to be stockpiled, collected in piles just for the sake of having it. God wants his money in circulation. He's not talking about savings. There's a legitimate place for savings. God encourages us to save money. But He's referring to getting more and more simply for the sake of getting more -- so you can have it. We are not to hoard it greedily.
In the New Testament times you could hoard wealth three ways: 1. Stockpile food 2. Collect clothes 3. Gather precious metals and jewels. This is the way  people showed off their wealth at that time. If you had money you would show it by having a lot of food, clothes, and precious metals and jewels. Everything you've gotten (the food has spoiled, the moths have eaten your clothes, the gold and silver is rusting, corroding) -- the point he's making here that whatever you simply accumulate, deteriorates. God doesn't want us to get wealth just for the sake of getting wealth. He says your clothes get moth-eaten. Which clothes get moth-eaten? The ones you wear all the time or the ones you keep stockpiled in the back of your closet? Your food has gone rotten. Which food goes rotten? The food you eat everyday? No, it’s the stuff in the back of the refrigerator that's been there for three months. We've created new life forms in our refrigerator! Wealth is to be used not hoarded.
Once in a while you'll read in the newspaper of an elderly person who died. They were in obvious poverty. When the bed mattress was moved, they found hundreds of thousands of dollars. Bertha Adams died in 1976 at the age of 71 in Palm Beach, FL. She died of malnutrition, weighing 50 pounds.  They thought she died penniless. They found two safety deposit boxes.  One had over 700 shares of AT&T & $200,000 cash. The other had only cash, $600,000.

James says when it comes to accumulation of wealth that we are not to hoard it greedily. But save it faithfully.

Proverbs 30:25: Ants are creatures of little strength, yet they store up their food in the summer.  Remember how Joseph helped store food in the good years to prepare for the famine in Egypt? We ought to save money faithfully. The average American only saves 4% of his income. The average European saves 16% of his income. The average Japanese person saves 25% of his income. Why do we save so little in America? I think it's because we live for today. We're the Now Generation. I want it now whether I can afford it or not. I'll put it on my credit card.
The wise person saves and invests his money. Jesus told a number of parables. Over half deal with money. He talked more about money than he did about heaven or hell. He talks about investment, how the wise man invested his money and the unwise man didn't invest his money. The master came back and said: You're wicked.   It's wicked not to make our money work for us. When we save our money we get our money to work for us rather than working for our money. A smart saver develops two effective habits:
Learn to live on a margin. That means live on less than you make. John D. Rockefeller said many times, Save 10%, give 10%,  and live on 80%. Obviously that worked for him. He was a very wealthy and influential person. I think the principle of living on a margin applies also to our time. One of the reasons we are late to things is because we plan to arrive on time. If you want to arrive on time you actually have to plan to arrive early. Leave on a margin so when all the unexpected things that are going to happen come up, you will arrive on time.
Learn contentment. You've got to learn contentment with what we have. If you don't learn contentment you'll spend all the money you have as soon as you get it. Use it up, wear it out, and make it do or do without. One of the biggest enemies of contentment is advertising. We see things and think, How am I going to get along without that?
Why the Christian saves? Here's where the Bible differs from the world's thinking in a major way. The world thinks you save money for security. If I could just accumulate a big enough bank account I would be financially secure. There is no such thing as absolute security. No matter how much money you've got, you could lose it instantly. Bunker Hunt, a billionaire lost over one billion dollars. He said, A billion dollars ain't what it used to be. You can lose it no matter how much you make. No matter what kind of job you've got, you could get sick or the economy could turn sour. In order to have security you've got to put your security in something that cannot be taken away from you. Everything that I have in life can be taken away from me: family, finances,  reputation & health. There is only one thing that cannot be taken away and that's my relationship with Jesus Christ. 1 Timothy 6:17: Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. The way to be prepared for financial reverses is to find security in the Lord and not in things of this world.
The Christian saves for stewardship reasons, not for security reasons. Three reasons for saving: 

1. Prevents impulse buying. We don't spend money on foolish impulses. If we're not saving it, the tendency is to spend it as soon as you get it. You'll see things you want and buy it and you really don't need it. Proverbs 21:20: 
In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.   He does it hastily too. You've got to save it so you don't use it on foolish impulses. 2. Allows flexibility in helping others in need. We save in order to be a blessing to others.  3. Gets your money working for you rather than you working for your money. That's the principle of investment. When you're saving money it's being invested wisely. Edmond Knowles of Flomaton, Alabama collected pennies for four decades as a hobby. He ended up with 1.3 million of them. The several drums in his garage weighed 4.5 tons. In the biggest known penny cash in every an armored truck loaded his pennies to take to a coin counting machine. The truck sank in the mud in his yard. Total came to $13,084.59 He said: I don’t save pennies anymore. It’s too big a problem getting rid of them. Proverbs 13:11: Dishonest money dwindles away, but he who gathers money little by little makes it grow. It’s wise stewardship!
Don’t Withhold It Deceitfully — Earn It Honestly

James 5:4: Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. Failed to pay indicates that the laborers will never get their salaries. There are many different ways to make dishonest money. One is to not pay your debts. The day laborer in Palestine lived  on the very verge of starvation. His wage was small: it was impossible for him to save anything; and if the wage was withheld from him, even for a day, he and his family simply could not eat. The message is that we must walk in honesty and integrity. Pay your bills. No shortcuts. If I charge too much, if I sell a used car to you and don't tell you about major repairs, if I cheat on taxes, if I waste time and I'm being paid for it, that is wrong and I'm no different than the unscrupulous employer. 
Proverbs 14:23: All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty. Honest hard work is ordained by God. We should all know that, after all, we live in America. Americans  live by the philosophy of capitalism. Here are some interesting definitions: Communism: You have 2 cows, the government takes 1 and gives you part of the milk. Socialism: You have 2 cows, the government takes 1 cow and gives it to your neighbor. Fascism: You have 2 cows, the government takes both, and sells you the milk. Nazism: You have 2 cows, the government takes both and shoots you. Bureaucracy: You have 2 cows, the government takes, shoots one, milks one and pours milk down the drain. Capitalism: You have 2 cows, you sell one, and buy a bull. 
What matters to God is not so much how much money you make but how you make it. Practical advice to live by:
Health must take a priority over wealth. Some people literally work themselves to death. They amass a personal fortune then have a heart attack. In our society it seems like the workaholics are the heroes. Proverbs 23:4 Do not wear yourselves out to get rich. Have the wisdom to show restraint. There are so many people that are working themselves to death trying to afford things that really we don't need. Don't wear yourself out trying to get rich. 
Family must take a priority over wealth. How many homes have fallen apart because kids are being ignored while parents are too busy making money to buy things for the kids? I've discovered that what kids want is not so much presents as much as p –r-e-s-e-n-s-e. They just want us to spend time with them. They'd rather have our time than anything we could afford to buy for them. We can get so busy making a living that we can forget to make a life.
Spiritual growth must take a priority over wealth.  There must be a balance. 3 John 2: Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well. John says:       I pray that God will bless you in all areas of your life as you are blessed spiritually. I pray that you will prosper as much financially as you prosper spiritually. God wants our life to be in balance. Our motto should be: Work hard and trust God. God ordained work so that we could provide for our needs. But don’t be a workaholic. Keep work in balance. Work is a tool, not a goal. When you are lying on your deathbed, you will not be thinking of how you should have spent more time at the office. That will not be important then. Don’t make it too important now. 
Don’t Waste It Selfishly — Spend It Carefully
James says in verse five and six: You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. You have condemned and ruined innocent men, and they are powerless to stop you.  James blasts these guys for not only how they spent their money but were buying off judges and circumventing justice.  Even today, a lot of people use money to manipulate others. I've known of families where one person would keep the relatives under control by threatening to cut them out of the will. We can keep our kids under control, a lot of times, by bribing them with their allowance. They were using money to manipulate. 

One of the greatest temptations  is to spend it selfishly on ourselves. We tend to say things like: I'm worth it. I can afford it, so why not? Just because I can afford something doesn't mean I ought to buy it.  Our society gets pleasure watching people waste money. There's millions of ways to waste money.  Several guys were in the locker room of a private exercise club. They were all talking when a cell phone lying on the bench rang. One man picked it up: Hello? Honey, It’s me. Oh, hi dear! I’m at the mall two blocks from the club. I saw a beautiful mink coat. It is absolutely gorgeous! Can I buy it? It’s only $1,500. Well, okay, if you like it that much. Thanks!  I also stopped by the Mercedes dealership. I saw one I really liked. I spoke with the salesman, and he gave me a great price.
How much? Only $60,000! Okay, but for that price I want it with all the options. Great! But before we hang up, there’s something else. It might seem like a lot, but, well, I stopped by to see the real estate agent this morning. 
I saw the house we had looked at last year. It’s on sale! Remember the beachfront property with the pool and the English garden? How much are they asking? Only $450,000! It’s really quite a bargain, and we have that much in the bank accounts to cover it. Well then, go ahead and buy it, but make an offer for only $420,000, okay? Okay, sweetie. Thanks! I’ll see you later! I love you! I love you, too. Does anyone know whose cell phone this is?  Just because I can afford it doesn't mean I should have it. We are to spend it carefully!
Proverbs 21:5: The plans of the diligent lead to profit as sure as haste leads to poverty. He's talking about planning your money and planning your spending. It is easier to get into debt than to get out of debt. Buy now, pay later. 
Just 162 easy payments.  Ever have an easy payment? They are all difficult. The number one reason for financial pressure is not that we don't make enough but we don't spend it wisely.  Because we do make good incomes in America, it tells me that we're never going to have enough money unless we know how to spend it wisely. The more  income goes up it seems our expenses go up. Our yearning capacity always tends to exceed our earning capacity.

How do you spell relief? BUDGET. Have a budget. Spending money carefully means having a budget. What is a budget? Planned spending. Telling your money where you want it to go rather than wondering where it went.       The plans of the diligent lead to profit as sure as haste leads to poverty The opposite of budgeted spending is impulse buying. That leads to poverty. I see it, I want it, and I’m going to buy it. It helps having a budget!
Jesus said in Matthew 6:19-21: Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy… But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy…For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. In Heaven there are no moths or rust of the things James mentioned. There aren't any up there. Have you heard about the guy that died and got to heaven? He saw all the big mansions and then one little shack. Is that where I'm supposed to live? Why? Answer: That's all the building material you sent ahead. You've heard people say, You can't take it with you. But you can send it on ahead. Jesus did not say that where our heart is we would put our treasure. He said the opposite. Where we put our treasure is where our heart will be. 

Store heavenly treasure! Only two things are going to last forever: the word of God and people. Invest your time and money in the word of God and people. God always blesses what you give to him. When we give, we are storing up treasure in heaven.  What we invest in we are for. If you invest in your marriage, you want it to succeed. If you invest in a business, you want it to succeed. If you invest in God’s work, you want it to succeed. Use wealth wisely by spending it carefully, earning it honestly, and saving it faithfully. That is storing up treasures in heaven.  AMEN!                                           
