FAITH THAT TRANSFORMS
#14 God Grant Me Patience Now!

May 30th, 2010 – James 5:7-12

Is patience difficult for you? A man in Los Angeles, California was arrested for negligent discharge of a weapon after shooting his toilet bowl five times with a 38 caliber handgun. He claims that he just got upset. He couldn’t take it any longer. His daughter had flushed a hairbrush earlier in the day and clogged the pipes. So he shot the offending toilet. I have no word on the toilet’s condition, but the man’s patience was long gone. Someone has said: Patience is a virtue, possess it if you can. Seldom found in woman, never found in man. Patience does not come easily for me!

It’s not easy to be patient, is it? I can think of two reasons why it’s so rare today: It goes against human nature. From the moment we’re born we want things taken care of right away. When a baby wakes up in the middle of the night and is hungry, it doesn’t lie there and think, I know mom and dad are tired so I’ll just wait until breakfast time. That baby cries impatiently until it receives the attention it demands. It’s contrary to our culture.  Americans are wound pretty tight. Reminds me of the man whose car had stalled in heavy traffic just as the light turned green. As he frantically tried to get his car started, he was greeted by a chorus of honking horns and angry faces. He finally got out of his car, walked back to the driver behind him and said, I’m sorry but I can’t seem to get my car started. If you’ll go up there and give it a try, I’ll stay here and honk the horn for you. By the way the annual cost of running red lights (in medical bills and car repairs) is 7 billion dollars. The average amount of time saved is only 50 seconds.
Ever prayed: God Grant Me Patience – and I Need It Right NOW! Every day presents plenty of occasions for training in patience. We can resent waiting or accept it. One thing is certain - we cannot avoid it. 
Today we're going to look at what James has to say on patience. Let’s read James 5:7-12.. In this passage, James uses the word patience four times and perseverance two times. He uses three different illustrations to teach us when, why, and what of patience! We need patience in every area of our life don’t we? Let’s look at the WHEN!
WHEN SHOULD I BE PATIENT?

1. When Circumstances Are UNCONTROLLABLE: Much of life is out of our control. We do have control over: How we respond to the circumstances of life. James uses a farmer as an example of uncontrollable circumstances. In verse seven he says: Be patient then brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. Don’t become a farmer unless you have a lot of patience.  Part of a farmer’s job – is waiting. They wait to till the soil – they wait to plant the seed – they wait to cultivate – they wait to harvest. There are many factors that are out of the farmer’s control – the economy, the price of fuel, and the greatest factor of them all – the weather. Rain – heat – drought – flood – frost. You have to have a lot of faith to be a farmer. You deal with a lot of uncontrollable factors - circumstances - in life. 
In Israel, they farm in a different way than we do. They plant in our fall and reap in our spring. After they sow, comes the early rains. They are essential because they help the seed to germinate. The seed matures and grows, and in the latter part of the season, the late rains come. They make the growth into a productive crop. The farmer has no control over these things. He must resort to patience and trust in God.  
Do you know how most people try to control the uncontrollable? They worry about it. Is anyone in here a worrier? We think that somehow by worrying – we can fix the situation. But to worry about something you can change is crazy – and to worry about something you can’t change is useless. Either way – to worry is senseless. Worry is sin. We must bring our worry to the cross where we can receive forgiveness, peace, and hope! Jesus said, Come to me all who are weak and heavy laden and I will give your rest. We need  patience when situations are uncontrollable. 
2. When People Are UNCHANGEABLE: I have often heard that a man marries a woman – hoping she will never change. A woman marries a man – hoping he will. Here is a fact: You can’t change people and you can’t keep people from changing. Can you influence them? Yes. Can you change them? No. He gives an example of the prophets in verse ten: As an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. What was the duty of prophets? To help people change. Bring them back to a right relationship with God. 
To be changed in their behavior. Have you noticed how people resist change? Any little tiny suggestion, they resist! 
God’s people have often been resistant to turn from the things that keep them from a right relationship with God.
That was Jesus duty as well in His prophetic office! Mark 1:15: The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news. Sad how many people resist the good news today. A father played a delightful game with his son. How much do you love daddy? The little boy would hold out his hands very close together. Gradually they would progress until finally, the child would throw his arms open wide and say: This much!  They gave each other a hug!
Our God does not love us a little bit. He loves us so much Jesus stretched out His arms and died. His love goes deep.          In spite of all that love and mercy –the power to change - some are unwilling to repent and believe the good news. 

Psalm 55:19: …men who never change their ways and have no fear of God. Not only the Gospel but other areas:
Do you have anybody in your life right now that refuses to change? Joyce Lander calls these irregular people -- they are people who only see their own way. They may never change. What are you going to do about it? James says remember the patience of the prophets. We need patience with people just as our Heavenly Father is patient with sin.
The word patience is macrothumos -- macro meaning long and thumos meaning heat. It’s where we get our word thermometer. It literally means it takes a long time for you to get hot. You've got a long fuse. You don't blow up. You don't get overheated with people. Jesus patience toward us compels us to be long fused toward others. We need this in the home – the workplace – the church – especially toward those without a relationship with Jesus Christ.

James says we need to be patient when people are unchangeable and won't cooperate with God or us!

3. When Problems Are UNEXPLAINABLE: The classic example James gives is in verse eleven:  

You have heard of Job's perseverance ... Job played in the Super Bowl of suffering. He won the championship. He was one of the wealthiest men that ever lived. He had everything going for him. In a two-day period, everything fell apart. He went bankrupt, his children were murdered and he got an incurable deadly disease that was very painful.
You say that you’ve got problems? He lost his family, his friends, his finances. He was suffering materially, physically, and socially -- every kind of way. One day his wife comes to him and says, Curse God and die! Now that's a support system! God allowed Satan to take away everything in his life except a nagging wife. The worst part of Job's suffering was that he had absolutely no idea why it was happening. I could blame Job for saying, Why me? 

Life is not always fair! God never said it would be fair. Many things in life just don't make sense. Maybe we'll never understand on this side of heaven. Job never understood why bad stuff happens to good people – when he was going through his suffering. But with all the suffering – Job maintained his faith. Did he question God? Yes. Did he turn his back on God? No! Job 1:21: The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised. The word perseverance means to abide under. Job rested and endured under the load of suffering God sovereignly allowed. He determined that he would abide under the blast furnace of affliction regardless of the heat. We need to have a marathon mind set. I spoke with a marathon runner once. They told me around the 19th mile they wanted to quit. You can quit and feel worse or jest keep going. Even when it seems exact opposite of what we see, perseverance requires us to trust God in the dark when all the lights are out. When problems are unexplainable we really need patience. Maybe that’s you today! That’s the WHEN! Now for the WHY!
WHY SHOULD I BE PATIENT?
1. God Is In CONTROL: In verse eight: Be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. Three times in this passage, James says, The Lord's coming is near, Jesus is coming back. That is the ultimate proof that God is in control. Nothing can stop it. The Bible talks more about Jesus' second coming -- when He comes back to judge the world -- than it does about His first coming. God is in control of history -- "his story". He's got it all planned out, everything is on schedule, nothing is late, it's all moving toward a climax. God is in control. God's purpose for your life is greater than any problem you're facing right now. God is in control.
Psalm 33:11: But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations.
Though a situation may be out of my control, no circumstance is out of God's control. Although I can't control everything that happens in my life, God can so I ought to trust Him. Because God is in control and everything is working out, be patient.  Job persevered. God's timing is perfect, He's never late. Some of you are experiencing a real delay right now but God's delays never thwart His purpose. I heard this story of Phillip Brooks, a famous pastor of the last century. One day he was in his office pacing the floor. He was frustrated. Someone walked into his office and asked, What’s the matter pastor? He responded, I’m in a hurry and God isn’t. Remember – God is in control. 

2. God Rewards PATIENCE: Verse eleven: As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered.  Note the word blessed! The second half of Job's life was more blessed than the first half. God doubled everything he had. It pays to be patient. There are all kinds of emotional and spiritual rewards for it. You’re less stressed, your character grows, you get along with people better and you have joy.  Others will observe: There’s a patient person. 
Max Lucado: Patience is the red carpet upon which God’s grace approaches us. A young Christian went to an older believer to ask for prayer. Will you please pray that I may be more patient? They knelt together and the man began to pray, Lord, send this young man tribulation in the morning; and in the afternoon… At that point the young Christian blurted out, No, no; I didn’t ask you to pray for tribulation. I wanted you to pray for patience. The wise believer: It’s through tribulation that we learn patience. God grace works behind the scenes. Verse eleven:
…and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. God grace was working, all the time that Job did not know what was happening. God was at work in Job's life, even when he questioned, Why is this happening to me? God is at work in us behind the scenes. Maybe you can't see it, but He is.
Delay does not mean a denial.  We have to learn the difference between "no" and "not yet". A difference in the two!          Romans 8:28: And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him… In every situation of our life, God is working. I don't know what kind of challenges you have this week, could be financial, relational, or health related. God is working and rewards patience. Can you trust Him that He’s working? Now the WHAT!
WHAT DO I DO WHILE WAITING?
1. Wait EXPECTANTLY: Remember James just told us the illustration of the farmer. The farmer is to wait – expecting a harvest. In life the harvest is inevitable. God’s word says – You reap what you sow. What does the farmer do while he’s waiting for the harvest? Does he just sit around his house watching TV? No! He gets his barns ready. He gets his combines ready. He prepares for the inevitable. We demonstrate expectation by preparation!

Psalm 130:5: I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope. This verse tells me that as I am waiting – I have to trust that God is going to do what He said He will do. God’s word says, He will never leave you or forsake you. Do you believe that? If you have given your life to God – He is going to take care of you. He has made you a promise. He may not take care of you in the way you think He should take care of you – but He will take care of you – nonetheless. As you’re waiting on Him – get your barns ready – get your harvesting equipment ready – prepare for the harvest – because the harvest is inevitable. Wait expecting that God is watching over you – because if you are a child of His – He is. Jesus waited thirty years before he began his ministry. Thirty years of preparation and he accomplished more in three years than many have in a lifetime. 
2. Wait QUIETLY:  James points out the fact that we have a tendency to run off at the mouth when we're irritated, when we're tense, when we're under pressure, when things aren't going our way and things aren't under our control. James warns us of two things to avoid in verse nine and twelve:

* Don't grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. Why does he talk about grumbling right in the middle of patience? It's hard to be quiet when you're frustrated. When you're frustrated, you want everybody to know about it. Why didn’t the Drs. diagnose this problem sooner? Why did God allow this? Grumbling is a tell-tale sign that we are not practicing patience. You can even hear it in the word: Grrrr-umbling! Our impatience is an indication that we really don’t believe that He is going to care for us, that He’s going to provide what is ultimately the best for us. Now, if you’re thinking, I hate it when he does that, then you haven’t caught the spirit of this. God is trying to instill within us a spirit of gratitude not of grumbling. I heard about a lady who complained and griped to and about her husband all the time – constantly complaining and griping. The husband died in his old age so the wife put on his tombstone, Rest in Peace. At the reading of the will she found out that her husband had left her only five dollars and had left the rest of his estate to a good friend of his. She went back and had the tombstone changed. Along with the words Rest in Peace she added Till We Meet Again.
*Above all, my brothers, don't swear—not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. Let your "Yes" be yes, and your "No," no, or you will be condemned. James is not stressing the absence of profanity here. He is cautioning about oath taking. He is saying that in our impatience sometimes we can use something sacred for the purpose of supporting what we’re saying. I swear to God, I’ll never do it again. .We are to simply say, I’ll never do it again. I was there. I didn’t say that. Simply put, Mean what you say. We don’t need to bargain with God. He is in control.
He is also referring to the fact that sometimes we think we can make promises hold more weight by oath taking.
Ever hear someone during a tough time say something like: I swore to God if He would heal her I would go back to Church. -or-If God will just come through with this job, I swear, I’ll stop smoking. We should not make vows to God that say if He does something for us we will do something for Him. Instead of showing impatience that bring hasty and reckless promises, to simply say, God, even if things don’t work out like I want them, still will I trust you, I know you are able to handle anything. In other words just be so credible in your speech, even when you’re under stress, that you don’t grumble, swear & lash out or blame God for our plight. We are to wait quietly!

3. Wait CONFIDENTLY: When Job experienced his problems – he asked two questions in Job 6:11: What strength do I have, that I should still hope? What prospects, that I should be patient?  It turns out that Job had both the strength “to go on waiting” and an “end to look forward to”. With all the waiting – not knowing how things were going to turn out – Job endured – and in the end Job’s confidence in God increased. Some of you right now may be thinking – I just can’t make it through another month, week or day. Put your trust in God and you can make it another hour.  How do you wait confidently? Sit still. Don't get nervous. You don't take matters into your own hands        God is still in control – He is still on His throne. Wait expectantly – wait quietly – wait confidently! 
There was a movie called Amazing Grace that tells about the life life’s work and witness of  William Wilberforce. 
He came to faith under the preaching ministry of John Wesley – and also journeyed with John Newton who wrote “Amazing Grace” to fight for the end of the slave trade in England. He was a member of the House of Commons and used his political office to fight for this cause. Discouraged, he was about to give up. His elderly friend, John Wesley, heard of it and from his deathbed called for pen and paper. With trembling hand, Wesley wrote: Unless God has raised you up for this very thing, you would have been worn out by the opposition of men and devils. But if God be for you, who can be against you? Are all of them stronger than God? Oh be not weary of well-doing! Go on, in the name of God and in the power of his might, till even American slavery shall vanish away before it.  Wesley died six days later. Wilberforce fought for forty-five more years and in 1833 he saw slavery abolished in Britain. Three days later he died. On his grave marker it reads: He removed from England the guilt of the African slave trade and prepared the way for the abolition of slavery in every colony of the Empire.  What if he would have given up ?
Where do you need to have patience this morning?  Remember what God has said in James. God is in control. It may be out of my control, but it's not out of God's control. Nothing is beyond His power and His purpose for my life is greater than the problem I'm experiencing right now. God will reward your patience, if not in this life, He will in eternity. God is working behind the scenes for a purpose. AMEN!
