TIMELESS HYMNS OF THE FAITH

#5 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
July 11th, 2010 – Philippians 2:9-11
Picabo Street (Pee – Ka – Boo) is a former American alpine ski racer. She won gold medals in super G at the 1998 Winter Olympics . She won World Cup downhill season titles in 1995 and 1996, the first American woman to do so.  She is now a nurse currently working at an Intensive Care Unit of a large metropolitan hospital. She is not permitted to answer the phone any longer. It caused too much confusion when she answered Picabo, I.C. U. Names are important. Ask your employer to put someone else’s name on your paycheck! Out of 15,000 juvenile delinquents it was discovered those with odd names were in trouble four times as much as kids with more accepted names. 
Proverbs 22:1: A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.     After the Civil War the managers of the Louisiana Lottery approached Robert E. Lee and asked if he’d let them use his name in their scheme. They promised he would become rich. Gentlemen, I lost my home in the war. I lost my fortune in the war. I lost everything except my name. My name is not for sale, and if you fellows don’t get out of here, I’ll break this crutch over year heads!   When the time was finally right for God to clothe His Son in human flesh, He did not leave the naming up to Joseph and Mary. God chose a name for His Son. He even sent an angel saying … you are to give Him the name JESUS, because He will save His people from their sins. Our timeless hymn is: All Hail the Power of Jesus Name! Let’s look at the background of this hymn.
BACKGROUND OF HYMN

Written by Pastor Edward Perronet (1726-1792): His family had been Huguenots who, before Edward's birth, fled from France to Switzerland and then to England to avoid religious persecution. His father, Vincent pastored a church for 50 years in the Church of England. His father was a friend of both Charles and John Wesley.  Edward was a hot-tempered man who started as a Church of England pastor and then became a Methodist. For several years he was closely allied with the Wesley’s and traveled with them participating in their adventures.  In John Wesley’s journal: Edward Perronet was thrown down and rolled in mud and mire. Stones were hurled and windows broken. He broke with the Wesley’s over various Methodist policies and the break was so strong that John Wesley excluded his hymns from Methodist hymnals. He pastored a small independent church till his death on January 22, 1792—seven years before this hymn first appeared in print. His last words: Glory to God in the height of His divinity! Glory to God in the depth of His humanity! Glory to God in His all-sufficiency! Into His hands I commend my spirit. He wrote other hymns but this is the only one for which he will be remembered.
Called the National Anthem of Christendom: Published in 1779 and translated into almost every language where Christianity is known. Much of the imagery used is from the Book of Revelation and Jeremiah. Some of the original words have also been changed. Dr. John Rippon, a Baptist minister, rewrote some stanzas and wrote one new stanza for his 1787 hymnal: O that, with yonder sacred throng, we at His feet may fall, Join in the everlasting song, and crown Him Lord of all. Two omitted verses: 1) Let highborn seraphs tune the lyre, and as they tune it fall. Before His face who tunes their choir, and crown Him Lord of all. 2) Crown Him, ye morning stars of light, who fixed this floating ball; now hail the strength of Israel’s might, and crown Him Lord of all. Verse one: All hail the power of Jesus’ Name! Let angel’s prostrate fall; bring forth the royal diadem, and crown Him Lord of all. The words affirm the kingship of Christ -- with angels at his feet -- with a crown on his head. The nations are singing praise to his majesty.  It celebrates our opportunity to be part of the celebration -- to join the everlasting song, and crown Him Lord of all. What should we remember about Jesus name for our lives today?
APPLICATION FOR OUR LIVES

Jesus Name is ESTEEMED: Philippians 2:9-11: Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. In the Gospels, JESUS appears a total of 1276 times in the New Testament. To me this says that, of all the names and of all the titles that are given to the Messiah, the one most ESTEEMED by His followers is the name of Jesus. 
Even though Jesus was born in obscurity over 2,000 years ago and died like a criminal at the age of 33...even though He only ministered three years and even though that ministry was in a relatively secluded part of this planet...do you realize that in spite of all this His name is still the most well known name in history? The great libraries of the world have entire walls filled with books written about Jesus. Jesus’ face and name have been on the cover of LIFE and TIME, NEWSWEEK and NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC more than any other person. Here are a few samples.

Whenever public-opinion polls are taken asking: Who is the most admired man in history? Jesus of Nazareth has no trouble vastly outdistancing anyone else every time. Emperors have tried to destroy His name. Philosophies have tried to stamp it out his name. Tyrants have tried to wash it from the face of the earth with the very blood of those who claimed it, yet the name of JESUS still stands! Napoleon once said: I search in vain in history to find the similar to Jesus Christ, or anything which can approach the gospel...nations pass away, thrones crumble, but the Church [of Jesus] remains. Now that’s esteem. 
Jesus name is not hard to pronounce or spell. It’s easy to say and remember. It’s only got two syllables—just five letters—spelled just like it sounds. It’s an EASY name. By the way, did you know there was a man in the Bible named Tiglath Pelezer Adonibezek? Aren’t you glad God didn’t call His Son something like that? I don’t think we’d see that name on bumper stickers. Honk if you love… Plus, can you imagine any worship choruses and hymns we would write around a difficult name like that? Perronett’s hymn would never have been popular if it went like: All Hail the power of Tiglath Pelezer Adonibezek....let angels prostrate fall... It doesn’t work does it!? 
But the name JESUS does! It is so easy that it is pronounced almost the same way in pretty much any language.        I mean you can travel the world and listen to people talk in their native tongues and not know what they are saying until they say, JESUS and then you can say: Hey—I know who you’re talking about! I know JESUS! Perhaps because of its simplicity this name has become a universal symbol of the love of God for all people. It’s simple enough for even a small child to learn. Children—even early on in life—how easily they answer questions about Jesus. Ask: Who healed the sick? And they would say: JESUS!  Who fed the 5,000 with five loaves and two fishes? JESUS! Who loved you so much that He died for you on the cross? JESUS! Who rose from the dead? JESUS!
Think of songs that honor the name of Jesus. How many can you come up with? A few that came to my mind:     How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in a believer’s ear! It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, and drives away our fear (#524). Know who wrote it? John Newton the author of Amazing Grace. Another one: Jesus name above all names, beautiful Savior, Glorious Lord. Immanuel, God is with us. Blessed Redeemer. Living Word .    Bill and Gloria Gaither, in 1970, wrote: Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, There’s just something about that name! Master, Savior, Jesus, Like the fragrance after the rain; Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Let all Heaven and earth proclaim; Kings and kingdoms will all pass away, But there’s something about that name!   No other name can bring peace to a troubled heart and soul.  No other name can encourage the depressed. No other name can strengthen the weak. No other name can bring us to a place of victory over sin, death, and the devil. No other can bring hope for the future. No other can wash away our sins and promise life everlasting.  That is why Jesus name is ESTEEMED!

Jesus Name is EXCLUSIVE: Colossians 1:16-18: … all things were created by Him and for Him. He is before all things and in Him – all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. Note that word everything. The supremacy of Jesus is declared exclusively. Our world hates this word. Carl Sandburg said that the word “exclusive” is the worst word in the English language.  Jesus name is exclusive because He also is God the Creator. Notice the last part of verse 17:… and in Him, all things hold together. Jesus did not create the world, and then exit, leaving us to our own devices to keep it together. He created the universe, and he sustains it! What a promise for the people of God in times like today!  The promise that Jesus will hold us together no matter what. When things in life start breaking apart, Jesus is the Super – Glue that holds us together.
Scientific Advances Teach Us! With new technology one can look inside the smallest particle. They found two things. One has to do with glue and the other has to do with sound.  Let’s talk about the glue. It is deep within our bodies, and it is a small protein molecule called Laminin. To understand this, let me give you a quick overview of cell structure. Cells organize themselves into certain molecular structures and the type of structure it is determines the type of protein it is. It is unknown how many types of proteins we have in our bodies. Estimates are somewhere between 10,000 and 60,000 different proteins in our bodies. That is a lot of structuring going on, isn’t it? 
There is one type of structure that is a cell-adhesion protein that tells the cells what their jobs are in the body. That cell adhesion protein is called Laminin. It is the super-glue that keeps everything together. Without it, our skin would not stay put over our muscles and our cells would just float away from each other. If you have ever worked with concrete, you know that they lay rebar down and pour the concrete over it. This metal rebar, or skeleton, holds the concrete together so it doesn’t crack and break off. Try tearing that up sometime. Laminin is our rebar. 

Sometimes, we can listen to something, but it is not until we see it that the light bulb goes on.  Let me show you what Laminin looks like! Is it any mistake that it looks just like the cross of our Creator? Can it be that when the Bible says we are held together through Jesus, He literally means it? Here is an actual photo of an electron microscopic image of a Laminin protein, blown up several hundred times. Up until the last few years, we did not have the technology to see things like this. But I think God has given us this technology, and men who use it for Godly things, so we could catch little glimpses of His mighty wonders and ways. The stuff that keeps our bodies held together is in the exact shape of our Savior’s cross. How awesome is that? Jesus holds everything together.

They also have new technology to let us hear things that have never been heard before.  Remember what Jesus said to the Pharisees who were upset with all the praise Jesus was receiving when He rode into Jerusalem Palm Sunday? Luke 19:40: I tell you, if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out. Jesus says something so profound that it is only today that we are beginning to understand. I want to share something with you, and I apologize for not knowing all the scientific jargon, but they have taken the smallest particle known to man and have learned how to split it open. They have done this over and over again, and what do you think they have found in every particle? They have found one sound wave. Now I am not familiar with how they measure that, but I do believe that is just as profound as finding out the protein that holds us together is in the shape of the cross of Jesus.  God spoke everything into existence. He used the sound of His voice to create. So, is it any wonder that every thing that exists has a sound wave in it? Could it be that sound wave is the very sound of our Creator speaking it into existence? 
Jesus Name is Distorted: Acts 4:12: Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved. Peter was saying that Jesus Christ is not a local god vying for the affection of other nations. He is the one, true God who has been declared to be the exclusive Savior of the entire world! We live in a world where the exclusive name of Jesus is distorted. An economics professor in California was asked why he didn’t attend church:     I know you don’t like to hear this but I really don’t see how Jesus can be the only way to heaven. I definitely believe in God, but there are just too many people in the world who don’t believe in Jesus for me to think that God doesn’t love them too.  This is moral relativism. Makes no difference what you believe. There are no absolute truths. What is true for me may not be true for you and vice versa. A distortion.
Tina Turner has sold 30 million records. She said: I’m a Buddhist/Baptist. My training is Baptist, and I can still relate to the Ten Commandments. It’s all very close, as long as you contact the subconscious mind. This is syncretism. All religions have some measure of truth. One sees the totality of God’s full revelation through all religions. This too distorts the supremacy of Jesus. Brit Hume of Fox News spoke Jesus name in recommendation to Tiger Woods. Citing his need of forgiveness and a faith that offers it. It was a personal recommendation given when asked for his personal opinion. But oh what a firestorm of controversy it sparked! Only Jesus name stirs up hate and our culture takes that name in vain. Who says: What in Allah's name is going on? Who texts OMB: Oh My Buddha. Ever hear anyone in a fit of rage say: Go to purgatory? These facts help prove Jesus name is exclusive.  
Romans tells us: There is no one who is righteous, not even one...all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...and the wages of sin is death. Think of it this way. There are some people who drive like maniacs and have no business being on the road. Others are more responsible.  Let’s imagine for a moment that the only way you could renew your driver’s license was to have an absolutely PERFECT, completely spotless, driving history. I don’t’ mean you have never been caught exceeding the speed limit or failed to use your blinker when you changed lanes.              I mean you had never done that—not even once. Imagine that the Department of Motor Vehicles developed a way to watch you every minute behind the wheel. With this new super-duper computerized monitoring system the DMV could determine with absolute accuracy if you ever broken any driving rule. If that computer system existed, and those were the conditions, how confident would you feel in your ability to renew your license? Would anyone here make it? I mean any one but me? Thank God for grace that comes through the cross of Jesus Christ. There is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved. 
An atheist was walking through the woods, admiring all the "accidents" that evolution had created. What majestic trees! What powerful rivers! What beautiful animals! he thought to himself.  As he was walking alongside he saw a 7-foot grizzly bear charge towards him.  He ran away as fast as he could but tripped and fell to the ground. The bear was right over him, reaching for him with its left paw. At that instant the atheist cried: Jesus! Time stopped. The bear froze. The forest was silent. Even the river stopped moving. As a bright light shone upon the man, a voice came out of the sky: You deny my existence for all these years, teach  that I don’t exist, and even credit creation to a cosmic accident. You expect me to help you out of this predicament? Am I to count you as a believer? The atheist:    I would feel like a hypocrite to become a Christian after all these years, but perhaps you could make the bear a Christian? Time resumed as normal. The bear brought both paws together, bowed its head: Lord, for this food which I am about to receive, I am truly thankful. Jesus name is EXCLUSIVE!    
Jesus Name is EMPOWERING: John 14:13-14: I will do whatever you ask IN MY NAME, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask Me for anything in My name and I will do it. For thousands of years Christians have been empowered by the name of Jesus to do His will. Believers have started programs like the    RED CROSS and EASTER SEALS and THE SALVATION ARMY. Christians have fueled some of the greatest humanitarian advances in medicine. Many historians attribute the creation of “the hospital” to Christianity. In the United States, the first hospitals were started by Christians. Universities world wide were founded by Christians for Christian purposes: Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard, Yale, Princeton, and others. Christians like William Wilberforce and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. dedicated their lives to provide equality and equal rights to all people, regardless of the color of their skin. 
Most of the world’s languages were first set to writing by Christian missionaries in order for people to read the Bible for themselves. A missionary to India, E. P. Scott learned of a wild mountain tribe that had never been introduced to the message of Christ. When he reached their mountain home, he met a large party of warriors who surrounded him, their spears pointed at his heart. At once the missionary drew out the violin that he always carried with him, and began to play and sing in the native language, All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! When he reached the words:       Let every kindred, every tribe he opened his eyes thinking his days were numbered.  There stood the warriors, some of them in tears, every spear lowered. They invited him to their homes, and he spent the next two years sharing the Gospel.  Many came to faith in Jesus. Jesus name is esteemed, exclusive and empowering. Reflect on this hymn. Let’s sing with conviction: All Hail the Power of Jesus Name.  AMEN!
