GREAT HYMNS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH

#6 Blessed Assurance
July 18th, 2010 – Hebrews 10:22
In 1994, the Texas Rangers baseball team called up a young infielder by the name of Benji Gil. The Rangers needed a shortstop and they promoted Gil from their AA team directly to the major league—something rarely done. But Gil had a hard time—especially at bat. So he was sent back down to the minor league. The next year Gil was invited back to the major league for spring training camp where he performed superbly. The manager of the Rangers—Johnny Oates—didn’t want Gil to worry about being sent back down to the minors so he assured him that the shortstop position was his for the rest of the season. Well, Gil had an excellent year. But the next season—in 1996—Kevin Elster had a fantastic spring training and a tremendous year. So Elster replaced Gil in the starting lineup. 
In sports there are no one hundred percent assurances or guarantees that you will play or win the game.

Many people view their relationship to God like Benji Gil’s baseball career. They think that if they play well, then God will keep them on the team and they’ll go to heaven when they die. But if they experience a slump, then God will kick them off the team and they’ll go to hell when they die. Little Billy, caught in mischief, was asked by his mother: How do you expect to get into heaven? He thought for a moment: Well, I’ll just run in and out and keep slamming the door until they say, for heaven’s sake, either come in or stay out. Then I’ll go in. Our timeless hymn: Blessed Assurance. Let’s look at the background then examine some certainties that are out of this world.
BACKGROUND OF HYMN

Written by Fanny Crosby (March 24, 1820 - February 12, 1915): She lived to be almost ninety-five years of age and during that time penned the staggering total of over eight thousand sacred songs and hymns. What is even more remarkable is the fact that this great life's work was accomplished without the aid of eyesight. When she was only six weeks old, she caught a cold and her eyes became terribly inflamed. The family doctor was out of town, and another man treated her only pretending to be a doctor. When she recovered from the illness, she was completely blind. A few months later, her father died. Her mother was forced to find work as a maid in order to support the family. Fanny was raised by her grandmother but did not become bitter or angry about life because of her blindness. 
The next time you are tempted to feel sorry for yourself, remember this little poem Fanny wrote when she was only 8 years old: Oh, what a happy child I am, although I cannot see! I am resolved that in this world contented I will be. How many blessings I enjoy that other people don’t. To weep and sigh because I’m blind I cannot, and I won’t!     As a child she memorized large portions of the Bible. When she was twelve she entered the New York Institute for the Blind and was so successful as a student that in later years, from 1847 until 1858 she taught in the same school. She had natural musical aptitude and could play the harp, piano, and guitar. 
Helped by Phoebe Knapp: One day, Fanny Crosby was visiting her dear friend, Phoebe Knapp. She played a tune for Fanny on the organ in 1873 and asked her afterwards: What does it say to you, Fanny? Her reply was:      1) Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine. Drawing from her vast storehouse of Scripture knowledge, continued with:    Oh what a foretaste of glory divine! Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.    2) Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight; angels descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 3) Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest; watching and waiting, looking above, filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 
She once described how her blindness affected her songs: The first face ever to gladden my sight will be when I get to heaven and behold the face of the One who died for me… I verily believe that God intended that I should live my days in physical darkness so that I might be better prepared to sing His praise and lead others from spiritual darkness into eternal light.  With sight I would have been too distracted to have written thousands of hymns. [image: image1.png]


Engraved on her tombstone at Bridgeport, Connecticut, are these significant words taken from the remarks of Jesus to Mary, the sister of Lazarus, after she had anointed Him with costly perfume: She hath done what she could.                    Let’s sing the refrain: This is my story; this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.  
APPLICATION FOR OUR LIFE                                                             

Assurance of a Clear Conscience: The hymn is based on Hebrews 10: 22: Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. This was a revolutionary idea to the Jewish converts who first read these words. They were used to the Jewish Levitical Law where only the High Priest could “draw near” to God. We can now draw near to God because our hearts have been sprinkled with the blood of Christ. Because of Him our conscience is clean, and in obedience to Him, our bodies have been washed with pure water. Baptism is our washing with water. Someone said: Conscience is a mother-in-law whose visit never ends. That can be good or bad, depending on your relationship to your mother-in-law. How’s your conscience? Let’s explore that for a moment!
Our Conscience Can Be Neglected: Remember Pinocchio? In his pursuits in life, he was given a special gift by the fairy– a little, singing cricket with a top hat and an umbrella – Jiminy Cricket. And Jiminy Cricket periodically appears, talking to Pinocchio, trying to convince him to do what’s right. He was really representing himself when he sang that song: Give a little whistle…and always let your conscience be your guide. Conscience is something God gives to everyone. Like so many other good things God gives to everyone, conscience can be neglected or ignored. At times our conscience can be wrong. 

We can have a false innocence. Paul was put on trial. As he stood up to make his defense in Acts 23:1: Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said: My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience to this day.  He had done what he thought was right by persecuting those who followed Jesus. It tells me that the conscience, by itself, isn’t wholly reliable. Your conscience can be wrong. It can be drastically mistaken. Many a person has rationalized wrong living on the basis of it. Well, I don’t feel guilty, so what I’m doing must be OK. Ernest Hemingway: What is moral is what I feel good after, and what is immoral is what I feel bad after. 

A man had paid for a membership at a fishing lake. The fish just weren’t biting. That happens at stocked lakes. You could see them – right there in front of you, but they wouldn’t bite. He put on some great big bear hooks and drug big fish in sideways. He was so elated, when the guy managing the place came by.  He showed him his fish and told him of his ingenious idea. It was against the rules. He did it with a clear conscience, but it was wrong.

We could compare our conscience to the safety or warning system in a car. Those lights that come on, those bells and buzzers that go off are all there for a reason. Tell me, when you turn on your key, what’s the noise all about? Why all the lights? For just about every car, one of those lights is reminding you that you’re supposed to put on your seatbelt. Is that what it makes you think of? If you’re like me, you’ve heard it so many times, it’s not effective. With practice, you learn to ignore it. Like the owner of a 76 Honda Accord. One day, the “service engine” light came on. I’ll show you how we fix that and he pushed the key into a slot right below it that reset it. The light went off, but I’m not sure that was the point of it being there in the first place! 

Titus 1:15: To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure.      In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. A person’s conscience prompted a letter to the IRS:           Dear Sirs: I cannot sleep. Last year, when I filed my income tax return, I deliberately misrepresented my income. Now I cannot sleep. Enclosed is a check for $150 for taxes. If I still can’t sleep, I will send you the rest! You can’t just “let your conscience be your guide.” With enough practice, you can turn off your conscience. Feeding our conscience with excuses is like giving sleeping pills to a watchdog. If not guided by God’s truth, it can malfunction.                                                                                                                                                                              
 
Our Conscience Is a Blessing: David wrote Psalm 32. Many believe he’s describing the way he worked to cover up his sin with Bathsheba, after arranging for her husband’s murder. For some period of time, he just tried to ignore his conscience. Psalm 32:3-4: When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. David needed to deal with the wrongness of what he had done for the sake of his relationship with God. He confessed his sin and was forgiven. If your conscience is bothering you today, thank God for it. It may be alerting you to a problem in your life that you wouldn’t be dealing with otherwise. Listen to it. Why is the alarm going off? We may be headed for a crash and burn just like King David. Our conscience is a blessing.  It drives us to be washed clean by Jesus blood!
Assurances We Can Count On: John Wesley: When I was young I was sure of everything. But after a few years, having been mistaken a thousand times, I was not half so sure of most things as I was before. And at present, I am hardly sure of anything except what God has revealed to me. We live in a world of uncertainty. A photographer for a national magazine was assigned to get photos of a big forest fire. When he arrived at the airport, there was a plane warming up by the runway. He jumped in with his equipment and yelled: Let’s go!  As the plane gained altitude he said: Fly over the north side of the fire and make three or four low level passes. Pilot said: Why? Photographer: Because I’m going to take pictures. I’m a photographer and that’s what we do! The pilot paused:   You mean you’re not the flight instructor? In a world of uncertainty, the Apostle John writes to us about some things that we can know for sure. Count how many times John says know from 1 John 5:13-20:
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us –whatever we ask – we know that we have what we asked of him…We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. What a passage! There are some truths that cannot be denied and will never change; some things of which we can count on:
PROMISE: … may know that you have eternal life. God has gone on record in His Word as offering eternal life to everyone who believes in Jesus Christ. This is God’s promise, and we can count on God’s promises. Eternal life is a gift; it’s not something that we earn. But this gift is a Person—Jesus Christ. We receive eternal life not only from Christ, but in Christ. Christians need never worry nor be confused on this issue. If you are in Christ then you can say with confidence that you know you have eternal life. It’s based on the fact of God’s Word and not our feelings. 
A man once came to a pastor. I don’t feel like a Christian. Pastor: Was Noah safe in the ark? The man replied: Certainly he was. Pastor: What made him safe—his feeling or the ark? The man got the point. My birth certificate tells me I was born in Englewood, Colorado. I am a citizen of the United States. I don’t need to ask myself if I feel like a U.S. citizen.  My birth certificate tells me I am, regardless of how I feel. Feelings play no role in assurance of our earthly citizenship. And feelings also play no role in assurance of our heavenly citizenship. What a promise.

PRAYERS: … we know that we have what we asked of him. God hears and answers our prayers. We don’t always get what I pray for, do we? There are four different answers that God will give concerning our prayers. First, sometimes God’s answer is direct. Sometimes we get exactly what we ask for. Sometimes God’s answers are delayed. Sometimes you pray for something and it doesn’t happen right away; it’s delayed. Maybe you start to wonder if God was listening. But then, later on down the road, you get your answer. Other times God’s answers are different.  You ask God for one thing and He gives you something else. It may have to do with a career, or move, or a relationship. Sometimes we’re taken by surprise when we get something completely different. On occasion, our requests are denied altogether. Sometimes you ask God for something and God’s answer is no. Paul asked three times to have his “thorn in the flesh” removed; God’s answer was no. Sometimes He tells us no as well.

So how can John say we know that God hears us and gives us our requests? John was very specific—only if we ask anything according to His will. Pray in line with His will and you can pray with confidence! Do you know why Jesus always got His prayers answered? He always desired the will of God. Prayer is not about getting my will done in heaven, it’s getting God’s will done on earth. God always says yes when our requests are in line with His desires. To pray effectively, then, we need to determine God’s will. And what is that? Consider this: most of God’s will is already found in the pages of Scripture! If God has commanded a certain attitude or action, we can be confident that is how God wants us to live. By using Scripture (His will) as the basis for our prayers our God hears and answers.

POSITION: … We know that we are children of God… Have you ever pondered the significance of being a child of God? You hold a precious position, a priceless place, in God’s eternal family. Isn’t that incredible? God wants a family, and He created us to be a part of it! Christians aren’t just called to believe, we’re also called to belong.
Every human being was created by God, but not everyone is a child of God. That’s a special position held only by baptized believers. Our spiritual family is even more important than our physical family because it will last forever.
Our families on earth are wonderful gifts from God, but they’re temporary and fragile, often broken by divorce, distance, growing old, and inevitably, by death. Our spiritual family—our relationships with other believers—will continue throughout eternity. The family of God includes all believers past, the present and the future. 

We have been made an heir by grace the Bible tells us. One of my favorite stories is about a father and son who collected art masterpieces. The son goes off to war. A knock on the door reveals a man holding a package. He drew a picture of the son who gave his life to save his. It became the father’s favorite work of art. Upon the death of the father all the great works of art were going to be auctioned off. The will stated the picture of the son must be auctioned off first. People grumbled as the bidding began. One bid came for ten dollars from the young soldier the son had died saving. Sold! Everyone was excited to bid on the masterpieces. The auctioneer said: The auction is over. According to the will of the father, whoever takes the son gets it all. Whoever takes the Son gets it all.
In other words, everything He has belongs to you! That is an assurance worth clinging too.

PERSPECTIVE: We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. Once again, an implied contrast because where there’s truth, there’s got to be lies. Where there is something that is real, there has to be something that is not real. This word understanding means the ability to reason correctly. Here is an amazing thought. A five year old child that knows Jesus loves me, this I know for the Bible tells me so has more smarts about stuff that is real than someone with ten Ph.D.s We’ve been given understanding. What a gift. What a gift that God has given us. And that gift has a purpose, So that we may know Him who is truth. What an awesome message! We know that Jesus is the one true God and through Him we can know the real God. In other words, Jesus is the real thing! That’s perspective.

We have been mistaken a thousand times.  I’m not nearly as confident and sure of most things as I was before. There are four assurances we can count on. They have stood the test of time. We can know beyond any doubt that we have the promise of eternal life. God hears and answers our prayers. Whoever takes the Son is positioned to take it all. We have the perspective of Jesus being the real thing.  At a Christian camp many of the campers made fun of a physically challenged boy. Whenever he would ask a question, the boys would deliberately answer in a halting, mimicking way. One night his cabin group chose him to lead the evening devotional before the entire camp. He stood up, and in his strained, slurred manner—each word coming with enormous effort said simply: I know Jesus loves me, and I love Jesus! That was all he said, but no one laughed—there was absolute silence, broken only by the sound of some of the boys beginning to cry. Hearts melted by a simple assurance: I know Jesus loves me, and I love Jesus. Blessed assurance Jesus is mine. Rejoice in that this week. AMEN!


