EVERYONE LOVES A STORY

#6 The Talents: Are You F.A.T.?
October 17th, 2010 – Matthew 25:14-30

We are in a series on the parables entitled Everyone Loves A Story! If I were to ask: What is the most famous parable that Jesus ever told? Many would answer the Parable of the Prodigal Son or the Good Samaritan.
But if I were to ask: What is the most practical parable Jesus ever told? What parable applies more to how we live our lives today, & how God acts & reacts to us, & how we act & react to Him?  We would have to say it is the parable that we are going to examine today: The Parable of the Talents. Jesus is looking for F.A.T. people.           Are you F.A.T.? Now before I get myself in trouble this has nothing to do with physical weight (Biggest loser).
Martha Berry was a lady with a vision to help children. She began a school for poor children. She had no books, no building and no money. But she had a dream. She went to Henry Ford to ask for a donation. Mr. Ford reached into his pocket gave Martha Berry a dime. Most people would have been insulted, here he is a multi-millionaire and all he could give was a dime. But Martha took that dime and bought a packet of seeds and planted a garden, raised a crop, sold it and bought more seeds. After three or four harvests she had enough money to purchase an old building for the children. She returned to Mr. Ford and said: Look what your dime has done. The man was so impressed that he donated a million dollars to Berry School. Martha Berry was what could be described as an  F.A.T. person.         I’m using an acronym for it: “F” for “Faithful, “A” for Accountable and “T” for Trustworthy! That is what Jesus has in mind this morning from Matthew 25:14-30. Jesus describes several characteristics of a F.A.T. believer:

1. Realize They OWN Nothing: Verse 14: Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. There was no doubt in the minds of these servants that the property and money still belonged to the master. They were the possessors, but not the owners. Their job was to manage what they were given. At times we are like the family living in a home in West Palm Beach, Florida in 1989. They told a film crew it was okay to use the front lawn as a set for an episode of  B. L. Stryker, a TV show starring Burt Reynolds. They knew cars would be crashing violently in front of the house. Only one problem; the family didn’t own the house. They were tenants. And boy, when the owner found out that they were rolling cars all around the yard he became very upset. Obviously he became upset because you see, that person made a major mistake.       They assumed that because they lived in the house they owned it. We live our lives in the same way. We make decisions as to what to do with our resources, but we forget that the resources aren’t ours to begin with. 
We must remember that everything we have has been given to us and is not really ours anyway. Psalm 24:1:         The earth is the LORD’S  and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. He has the rights, and I have the responsibility. He is the Master and I am the manager. I am the servant; He is the sovereign. Have you allowed this truth to permeate our lives? We don’t really own anything. Everything belongs to the Lord. Our gifts and abilities are on loan from Him. Our money is an “advance” from the Almighty. Our houses, cars, clothes, and every possession we have doesn’t belong to us. F.A.T. people realize they own nothing.
2. Realize They Must INVEST Their Blessings: Verse 15-18: To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 

The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more.  So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. This parable has been confusing to many people because of the word “talents” To us the word “talent” means an ability: like a talent to sing. America’s Got Talent is very popular.

In the original Greek language, the word talents referred to a very large sum of money. Its value varied depending on whether it was copper, silver, or gold. It would take an ordinary laborer almost twenty years to earn just one talent. To put this into our economy, using a minimal hourly wage, a talent would be the equivalent of about $300,000.   The Master gave the first servant five talents, which was about $1.5 million. The second guy received two talents, or approximately $600,000. And the third steward got one talent, or $300,000. Even though there’s a big difference between five talents and one talent, the guy who received one talent still had a lot of money. That reminds us that God gives out of His abundance to us! I want you to notice that each servant received talents according to his ability. Our responsibility is tied to our ability. This is very interesting. Our job is not to complain if someone has been given greater more than us; our job is to make the most out of what we have been given.
The man who received five talents gained five more. He didn’t waste any time but immediately went to work on his investment strategy and doubled his master’s portfolio. The guy who got two talents did the same thing and doubled his master’s money, ending up with four talents. The third servant takes a different approach. He went off and buried his blessing. The practice of hiding valuables in the ground was quite common back then. It was one of the safest—and least profitable—ways of protecting possessions. The problem was not that he has nothing, but he did nothing. 

Antonio’s voice was high and squeaky and did not make the tryouts for the Cremona Boy’s Choir. When he took violin lessons, the neighbors persuaded his parents to make him stop. Yet Antonio still wanted to make music.      His friends gave him a hard time because his only talent was whittling. When Antonio was older he served as an apprentice to a violinmaker. His knack for whittling grew into a skill of carving and his hobby became his craft.    By the time he died, he left over 1,500 violins, each one bearing a label that read, Antonio Stradivarius. They are the most sought-after violins in the world and sell for more than $100,000 each. Antonio couldn’t sing or play or preach or teach but his responsibility was to use his ability, and his violins are still making beautiful music today.

I would suggest that everything we have and everything we are comprise the talents entrusted to us by God.
This includes our abilities……each precious moment of every day, week, month, and every year given to us…… our material and financial resources……our relationships with loved ones and friends…….the gift of God’s salvation and redemption in Jesus Christ……in short—our very lives!!! All of this is entrusted to us by God, to invest in others. Our potential is God’s gift to us. What we do with it is our gift to Him. You are the only person on earth who can use your ability. Let me take a moment to say thank you for the investment you have made and are making for Jesus Christ. We never stop investing while because there are still many who have not responded to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Are you investing what you’ve been given, regardless of how much it is? Or, have you buried your blessing and kept it hidden from others? F.A.T. people invest what they have been given.
 
3. Realize A Day Of ACCOUNTABILITY Is Coming: Verse 19: After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. Jesus is coming again and there will be a day of accounting.  While most of us believe this in our heads, we don’t always live with eternity in our hearts. If we would think more about His return, we’d be more focused on kingdom living. Romans 14:12: So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. It was the duty of servants to always bear in mind that the master would be returning and would settle his accounts with them.  Accountability is a tough word. It simply means that we are accountable to someone: to mom and dad at home, to the teacher at school, to our boss or manager at work, to the government for taxes, etc., and to the Lord. None of us want to be audited by the IRS, but we’ll all be audited by the Almighty. We’ll have to give an account for how we’ve used what we’ve been given. 
A young Bible college student was witnessing in Atlanta, GA. As he approached one house an elderly gentleman was sitting in his chair on the front porch. He asked: Are you a Christian? Man: No, I’m a Smith. The Christians live two doors down. Student: I don’t think you understand. I mean, are you lost? Man: No, sonny, I am not lost. I’ve lived here for 25 years. Student: But are you ready for the judgment day? Man: When’s it going to be? Student: Well, it could be today or it could be tomorrow. Man: Don’t tell my wife. She’ll want to go both days.  I don’t think anybody will want to be accountable for the final judgment two days in a row! One is sufficient to give an account.

Let’s be faithful in doing whatever He gives us to do. He’s invested something in you, and one day He’s coming back to claim it. Your job may be big or small, but whatever it is, do it to the best of your ability and you’ll be ready for your audit. Wouldn’t it be terrible to be ashamed and unprepared when Jesus comes back? 1 John 2:28:          And now, dear children, continue in Him, so that when He appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming. A question we can ask now: How will the decisions I am making now about the resources God has given me look on the day of accountability? F.A.T. people realize they are accountable to God.

4. Realize Our VIEW  Of God Determines Our Future:  Verses 20-25 reveals the excitement of the men who had doubled their investment.  They say: See, I have gained… The word see means Behold or Look! They were eager to invest what had been given and now excited to show the master what they had done. The master is thrilled with both of them because they demonstrated responsibility for their ability. He says the exact same thing to both of them: Well done, good and faithful servants! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness! The master increased their resources after they had proven themselves faithful. Their future was one of blessing!
These two faithful servants received: Affirmation: Great job! Well done. I appreciate your good work and your faithfulness. Promotion: Since you’ve done so well with what I’ve given you, I’m going to give you even more responsibility and opportunity for growth. Celebration: You’ve made me very happy. Let’s celebrate together! 
The phrase, well done can be translated, excellent, or wonderful. They were faithful and called good because they had a right view of the master. When we see God for who He is, we will want to be faithful and our focus will be on putting a smile on Jesus face. I picture a smile on Jesus when He says: Come and share your master’s happiness!  

The one-talent guy came a bit more reluctantly to the master and said in verse 24: …I knew that you were a hard man… Notice that the first words out of his mouth were about himself: I knew. We could translate this as I always knew. The other two guys kept the focus on the master when he returned: Master, you entrusted me. This third guy had a wrong view of the master and had his mind made up even before he received his talent. He looked at him as someone who was hard and harsh, instead of loving and gracious. A.W. Tozer was right when he said that what we think about God is the most important thing about us. If we view God as a tyrant then we’ll filter everything through this lens. Some of you may be secretly angry with God because you think He did something, or didn’t do something that you think He should have. As a result, your view of Him is skewed. Our preconceived notions prevent us from seeing Him as a God of grace. As a result we blame God and end up burying our blessings and servant heart.

A wrong view of God leads to fear:  Verse 25: So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you. His fear paralyzed him and so he decided to play it safe. He hid the money to make sure it wouldn’t be lost. And he accomplished exactly what he set out to achieve: nothing. Like the saying:  If you aim at nothing, you’ll hit it every time. 

A right view of God leads to faith. If you’re struggling with fear today, the best antidote is to further your understanding of the character of God and ask Him to grow your faith. Courage is not the absence of fear. Courage is moving ahead in spite of your fears. I think the first two guys were probably a little afraid as well, but because they knew the master’s character, instead of being frozen by fear, they stepped out in faith.
Let’s look at the differences between the two servants who served and the one who took a dive. The first two were determined to make a profit; the third was determined to not take a loss.  The first two were willing to take risks;   the third took no risks.  The first two received the gift; the third refused the gift.  The first two wanted to advance the master’s domain; the third had no interest in what mattered to the master.  The first two viewed the money as an opportunity; the third guy saw it as a problem.  The first two allowed the master’s gift to change their lives; the third refused to be changed.  The first two invested; the other one wasted. The first two saw a blessing; the third saw a burden. F. A.T. people realize their view of God determines their future.
5. Realize They Must Use It Or Lose It: Verse 26-29: His master replied, You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed?  Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents.  For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 
The master saw right through the flimsy excuses of the servant when he said: You wicked, lazy servant! The word wicked means evil, hurtful, and malicious. The master is saying: You’re lying. In your heart, you are a selfish and lazy bum. If you really wanted to do something, you would have put my money in the bank. I see right through you. These are pretty strong words. God will judge not merely for doing wrong, but for not doing right!

The man was wicked because he deliberately misrepresented both his master and himself. He falsely accused the master of being harsh and he lied when he said in verse 25: See, here is what belongs to you. He actually owed his employer not only one talent but also whatever it would have earned had he been faithful. Amazingly, instead of owning his guilt, he behaves as if the master should have given him credit for having been so cautious. We all have an element of evil and laziness in us. Our culture seems to be set on slothfulness as well. Recently I heard that Nintendo was looking to hire 50 people at a wage of $100 a day to play computer games all summer long. I’m convinced that laziness is extremely dangerous to our spiritual lives. When we think we can put something off until later, we will eventually discover that it will one day be too late. 

Hebrews 6:11-12: We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure. We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised. The front page of a Texas newspaper a few years ago carried the picture of a young African American mother born without arms and legs! The State Department of Public Welfare had charged in court that she was incapable of taking care of her five-month-old daughter. During the court hearing the mother surprised everyone by proving she was competent to take care of her baby. There…before their eyes…she undressed and then dressed the baby again by using only her lips and tongue. The judge was so impressed that he not only awarded custody of the baby to her, but said: I have to commend you very much for your courage, spirit, and ingenuity….You have proven that physical endowments are only a part of the spectrum of resources that human beings possess. The young mother was a good steward of her wounds. She did not dwell on what she did not have. Rather, she chose to use to the utmost what God had given to her. Talents are like muscles. If we don’t use them, we lose them. Because this third guy did not use what He had been given, He lost it. F.A.T. people realize they must use it or lose it!

Take some time this week to reflect on the five characteristics of a F.A.T. believer. When Luciano Pavarotti  was a boy, his father, a baker, introduced him to the wonders of song, He urged him  to work very hard to develop his voice. Arrigo Pola, a professional tenor in his hometown of Modena, Italy, took him  as a pupil. He also enrolled in a teachers college. On graduating, he asked his father if he should be a teacher or a singer?  Luciano, if you try to sit on two chairs, you will fall between them. For life, you must choose one chair. He chose one. It took seven years of study and frustration before he made his first professional appearance. It took another seven to reach the Metropolitan Opera.  Our God has given us a chair as well. God has given us the gifts and resources to Proclaim Christ in a Changing World. F.A.T. for Jesus. Faithful…Accountable…Trustworthy!  Are you F.A.T.? AMEN!



