NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD
Thanksgiving 2010 – Luke 17:11-19
What we need as American Christians is a proper perspective of Thanksgiving.  I Thessalonians 5:16-18 says:        Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
Notice the words in all circumstances. He is talking about a continual attitude of thanksgiving. How can we have this attitude especially in all circumstances? I believe the key lies in having the proper perspective of giving thanks.
The winter of 1610 at Jamestown had reduced a group of 409 settlers to 60. The survivors prayed for help, without knowing when or how it might come. When help arrived, in the form of a ship filled with food and supplies from England, a prayer meeting was held to give thanks to God. You would think that after seeing so many of their loved ones die due to the hardships of the New World, they would not feel that thankful. However, the opposite was true. They realized they had much to be thankful for. They had a proper perspective of thanksgiving
Martin Rinkart was called at the age of 31 to pastor at Eilenberg, Germany during the Thirty Years' War of         I618-1648. Because Eilenberg was a walled city, it became a severely overcrowded refuge for political and military fugitives from far and near. As a result, the entire city suffered from famine and disease. In 1637 a great pestilence swept through the area, resulting in the death of some eight thousand persons, including Rinkart's wife.  At that time he was the only minister in Eilenberg because the others had either died or fled. Rinkart alone conducted the burial services for 4480 people, sometimes as many as 40 or 50 a day! The population of Germany was reduced from 16 million to 6 million during these years. When he writes: guide us when perplexed, in verse two, he is not talking about minor inconveniences. Through the grief and bloodshed he looked to his Savior, and was able to thank God for the many blessings he still had. In the midst of this suffering and death he wrote: Now Thank We All Our God. It served as a prayer before meals and as a celebration hymn after the war. He died one year after the war ended.   He had a proper perspective of thanksgiving serving in those conditions for 32 years. Sing this tomorrow!
1) Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, Who wondrous things has done, in Whom this world rejoices; Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.2) O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; And keep us in His grace, and guide us when perplexed; And free us from all ills, in this world and the next! 3) All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given; The Son and Him Who reigns with Them in highest Heaven; The one eternal God, whom earth and Heaven adore; For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.

A four year old boy was praying before Thanksgiving dinner. His family bowed their heads in expectation.             He began by thanking God for all his friends and his family. Then he began thanking God for the food including the Cool Whip. Then he paused. After a long silence he looked up at his mom: If I thank God for the broccoli, won’t he know that I’m lying? We need a proper perspective of our circumstances and of our God to be able to give thanks to the Lord in all circumstance. Let’s reflect on tonight’s Gospel lesson from Luke 17:11-19 for some perspective:
PERSPECTIVE FROM GOD’S WORD

They Stood At A Distance: Verse 11-12: Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance…They kept their distance is significant.  Rabbinic tradition said that they had to stand at least 100 paces from anyone else. They could not even come close to Jesus. It was a horrible disease to have. The word leper was used for various diseases affecting the skin—not necessarily leprosy.  Not only was there the pain of the disease itself, but there was also the stigma that went with having the disease.  The Mosaic Law pronounced a leper as being “unclean”. They were not fit to enter into the tabernacle, or later, the Temple to worship. They could no longer live with their families. The law required them to live outside the city (Num. 5:2-3). The Law required that they rend their clothes as a sign of extreme sorrow, that their faces be covered and that they cry out “unclean” when ever anyone came close to them. Their faces were hidden, representing that no form of intimacy could be known to them. In Hebrew tradition, the face was seen as being the most intimate part. You could not truly know someone until you could see their face. They were known as the living dead because they were not allowed a normal human life. There was no medicine available like we have today. We can sense the hopelessness of the situation!
At times we are tempted to keep others at a distance for whatever reason (AIDS victims, elderly, handicapped).
At these time we need to remember like the leper, we too were isolated from true intimacy, outcasts (from the Kingdom of God), we too were in the process of loosing everything to sin,, and we too were being destroyed by that which was in our bodies, the law of sin and death. We have been accepted into God’s family by grace through faith. 

We need that kind of perspective when tempted to keep others at a distance for whatever the reason.
They Cried For Mercy: Verse 13-14: …and called out in a loud voice, "Jesus, Master, have pity on us!"  When he saw them, he said, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." And as they went, they were cleansed. That was all that they could do. No physician could heal them, no medicine could cure them. They were completely helpless.

Here the word for pity {el-eh-eh’-o} means have mercy or compassion on. It’s easy to get mercy and grace confused. Mercy is not getting what you deserve. Grace is getting what you don’t deserve. 
Jesus asks them to take a risk by telling them to go show themselves to the priests. Priests were not supposed to be defiled by those who were unclean. They were running the risk of being rebuked and criticized. Notice they were not healed immediately in Jesus presence. Instead, Jesus was asking the lepers to take a step of faith. He was asking them to act AS IF, as if they are already healed and have regained their place in society. Jesus showed mercy.

At times we are tempted to withhold mercy from those around us. A young woman wrote her mother from college: Dear Mom: Sorry I haven’t written sooner. My arm really has been broken. I broke it, and my left leg too, when I jumped from the second floor of my dormitory...when we had the fire. We were lucky. A young service station attendant saw the blaze and called the Fire Department. They were there in minutes. I was in the hospital for a few days. Paul, the service station attendant, came to see me every day. And because it was taking so long to get our dormitory livable again, I moved in with him. He has been so nice. I must admit that I am pregnant. Paul and I plan to get married just as soon as he can get a divorce. I hope things are fine at home. I’m doing fine, and will write more when I get the chance. Love, Your daughter, Susie. P.S. Mom, none of the above is true. But I did get a "C" in Sociology and flunked Chemistry. I just wanted you to receive this news in its "Proper Perspective!"
Sometimes a cry for mercy can be very creative. We need to keep the perspective of being merciful to others!
Only One Expressed Gratitude: Verse 15-16; 19:  One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan…       Then he said to him, "Rise and go; your faith has made you well."  Notice one of them saw he was healed. The word saw means to know or perceive. He took the time to note that he had been blessed. He was sensitive to the power of Christ working in his life. His perception had entirely changed. An old Jewish story illustrates this. There is a man who goes to the rabbi and complains: Life is unbearable. There are nine of us living in one room. What can I do? The rabbi answers: Take your goat into the room with you. Do as I say and come back in a week. A week later the man comes back looking more distraught than before. We cannot stand it the goat is filthy. The rabbi then tells him: Go home and let the goat out. And come back in a week. A radiant man returns to the rabbi a week later, exclaiming: Life is beautiful. We enjoy every minute of it now that there’s no goat -- only the nine of us. The situation was the same as at first, but now his perception had changed. He realized that he was blessed to begin with. When we really perceive the ways that God has blessed us it really changes the way we live life doesn’t it?
Jesus says something profound:  Rise and go; your faith has made you well. This was something that the others did not receive. Jesus wasn’t just talking about a physical healing; he was talking about a spiritual one. We too are made whole by our thanksgiving. He had faith, not just to be healed, but he had the faith to follow Christ. For some the more they have, the less gratitude they feel. Carol wanted to do something nice for her neighbor. She brought Mrs. Smith a pie. Thank you so much. You don’t know how much I appreciate it! She did the same thing the following week and received great appreciation. The following week when she brought the pie Mrs. Smith said: You are a day late with that pie. The following week Carol brought the pie Mrs. Smith said: I’d like cherry instead of apple filling next time. The next week Carol was so busy she was unable to bake a pie. When Carol passed by her house on the way to the store, Mrs. Smith noticed she was not carrying a pie yelled: Where is my pie? That’s the trouble with receiving something on a regular basis. Even if it is a gift, we eventually come to expect it. This is the “entitlement mindset” that has permeated American society.  Instead of being grateful, we start complaining. How we need the perspective of gratitude in a entitlement mindset in which we live.
PERSPECTIVE FOR DAILY LIVING
There Are No Good Excuses For Ingratitude: Verse 17-18: Jesus asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?"  The nine that were not thankful probably had excuses that they thought were good for not coming back to thank Jesus. They may have gone something like this: 1. Maybe one waited to see if the cure was real.2. Maybe one was so excited they just forgot. 3. Maybe one just didn’t know what to say. 4. Maybe one was not aware they were expected to give thanks.  5. Maybe one didn’t want to get healed in the first place.  6. Maybe one gave the glory to the priests. 7. Maybe one just wanted to get on with their life. 8. Maybe one thought any rabbi could have done that.   9. Maybe one appreciated the healing, but did not want to get involved with following Jesus because of the cost.

We as Americans love to make excuses.  One of my favorite excuses of all time was in a popular lawsuit filed a few years back. A woman spilled her McDonald’s coffee on her lap and got burned. Then, she sued the company for hundreds of thousands of dollars. It was not her fault that the coffee spilled and burned her even though she was the only one in the car. It was the fault of McDonalds because their hot coffee was too hot. Even though she would have probably have complained if the coffee was too cold, she won this lawsuit. Even though it was entirely her fault, McDonald’s had to take the blame because she had a good enough excuse in the eyes of the judge. 

There are no good excuses for ingratitude. Excuses do not fly with Jesus. When the one truly thankful leper came back to Jesus, Jesus honored him; however, Jesus did ask, “Where are the other nine?” Jesus expected every one of them to be thankful, and he expects that of Christians today. If we were to infer the truth of this story on general humanity, we could say that nine out of ten people never really pause to give thanks for what they have. Seems only 10 percent really take time to express their gratitude to God. May we be found among the ten percent! 
Gratitude Must Be Expressed: This man was praising God in a loud voice. Psychologists today tell us that sincere gratitude, thanksgiving, is the healthiest of all human emotions. Hans Selye, who is considered the father of stress studies, has said that gratitude produces more positive emotional energy than any other attitude in life. And a thankful heart will endear others to us and us to others. God appreciates our thanksgiving. It lifts Him up and it glorifies Him. Thanksgiving endears him to us and draws us closer to Christ! Thanksgiving is not only good for the giver but also good for the receiver.  One of the most helpful reasons to express our gratitude back to God is that we are reminded everything we have comes from Him. 
James 1:17: Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. It reminds us that God has loaned us everything we have. A poor man was given a loaf of bread. He thanked the baker, but the baker said: Don’t thank me. Thank the miller who made the flour. So he thanked the miller, but the miller said: Don’t thank me. Thank the farmer who planted the wheat. So he thanked the farmer. But the farmer said: Don’t thank me. Thank the Lord. He gave the sunshine & rain & fertility to the soil, & that’s why you have bread to eat. Everything  ultimately comes from God and we owe him thanks. 
If you own one Bible, you are abundantly blessed, because 1/3 of the people in the world have none. If you have more health than illness you are more blessed than 6 million who will not survive the week. If we have never experienced the danger of war, prison, torture, or starvation we’re more fortunate than 500 million. If you can attend a church service without fear of persecution, arrest, torture or death, you are more blessed than 3 billion people in the world. If you have food in the fridge, clothes on your back, and a roof over your head, and a place to sleep, you are richer than 75% of the world.  The United States with 5% of the population has 85% of the wealth. 

I am Thankful For...the taxes I pay because it means I’m employed.  ....the clothes that fit a little too snug because it means I have enough to eat.  ....my shadow who watches me work because it means I am out in the sunshine.  ....a lawn that needs raking, windows that need cleaning and gutters that need fixing because it means I have a home.  ....the spot I find at the far end of the parking lot because it means I am capable of walking.  ....my huge heating bill because it means I am warm.  ....all the complaining I hear about our government because it means we have freedom of speech.  ....the lady behind me in church who sings off key because it means that I can hear.  ....the piles of laundry and ironing because it means my loved ones are nearby.  ....the alarm that goes off in the early morning hours because it means that I’m alive.  ....the weariness and aching muscles at the end of the day because it means I have been productive.  Jonny Hart the creator of B.C. comic strips is a Christian. In one Thanksgiving comic strip all the cavemen are expressing thanksgiving around the dinner table: I’m thankful for a loving God…for peace and joy…that we have each other. A turkey sitting alone: And I’m thankful they’re having baloney sandwiches. 
A 12 year old boy named David was born without an immune system. He underwent a bone marrow transplant in order to correct the deficiency. Up to that point he had spent his entire life in a plastic bubble in order to prevent exposure to common germs, bacteria, and viruses that could kill him. He lived without ever knowing human contact. When asked what he’d like to do if and when released from his protective bubble, he replied: I want to walk barefoot on grass, and touch my mother’s hand.  Gratitude must be expressed! Read An Open Letter To God:
Lord, I have a question. It’s something that’s been on my mind for quite some time. What if I forgot to say thank-you? What if I was like those nine men with leprosy in Luke’s Gospel, the nine whom you made clean, but who didn’t come back to thank you? What if I were like them? What if I forgot to say thank-you for the food that you give me to eat? I look into my kitchen cupboards, overflowing with cans and boxes and bags of food and glibly proclaim that there’s nothing fun to eat, and I complain. If I forgot to say thank-you, would you see to it that those cupboards were emptied and that I and my family learned what it means to be hungry?

What if I forgot to say thank-you for the air that I breathe, the clean, crisp air of a place that pollution has not totally destroyed? Would you see to it that I suffocated? What if I forgot to say thank-you for water, pure, clean water to quench my thirst, running out of my kitchen tap on demand? Would you see to it that I would learn thirst, by making me walk miles to carry water to my home, water infested with disease and pollution? Would you see to it that the lakes and streams that I love to fish and swim in would become cess pools and rivers of sludge?

What if I forgot to say thank-you, Lord, for warmth? Would you let my furnace die and my house become an ice-box? Would you let the sun burn out and the world become a frozen wasteland? What if I forgot to say thank-you, Lord, for my house, for a comfortable place to live? Would you see to it that I and my family were thrown out into the streets, exposed to the elements? What if I forgot to say thank-you, Lord, for work  for a job that gives me not only a paycheck but a purpose? Would I then be unemployed, begging for money to feed my family?

What if I forgot to say thank-you, Lord, for recreation, for play, for toys? Would you then arrange to have my golf clubs stolen, my camper destroyed, my fishing and hunting gear lost? And what if I forgot to say thank-you, Lord, for wild things for deer and pheasants, for trout and walleyes, for grouse and squirrels, for turkeys and songbirds? Would you take them away from me and make the woods and the waters a desolation, a quiet, lonely, dead place if I forgot to say thank-you? What if I forgot to say thank-you for my children, for the miracle that they are? Would you take them from me and turn the joyful chaos of my home into a solemn silence?

What if I forgot to say thank-you for a wife who loves me like no other who regards me worthy of sharing her life? Would you take her from me, if I forgot to say thank-you? What if I forgot to say thank-you, Lord, for parents who have loved me and raised me into adulthood with patience and tender perseverance? Would you erase their memory from me? What if I forgot to say thank-you for neighbors who care about me, who watch out for what is mine, who put up with my failings and accept me for who I am? Would you take me from them and set me down in a hostile, unfamiliar place, if I forgot to say thank-you?

Lord, what if I forgot to say thank-you for this life, with all of its victories and all of its defeats? What if I forgot to say thank-you for loving me into existence and for watching over me every day as a mother watches over her babies? Would you erase my life, take it away from me and erase any memory of my existence? What if I forgot to say thank-you for Jesus  for the reality that you would love me enough to give up everything for me, even your own dear son? Would you cut me off from you forever, if I forgot to say thank-you?

No. The answer, of course, is no. You would not forget me for my thanklessness. No, you continue to shower blessings on me every day, more blessings than I can begin to number, in spite of the fact that so often I do forget to say thank-you. And that, Lord, is precisely why I owe you my thanks. Today I say “Thank-You,” even though yesterday I might have forgotten, and tomorrow may again find me foolishly taking you for granted. Today I do not forget to say thank-you.  AMEN!
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