PEACE FOR CHRISTMAS!
Christmas Day 2010 – Luke 2:14
How would you answer the question: What is peace? Little Christopher said to his uncle the first time he saw him after Christmas: [image: image1.png]


Thanks for the electric guitar you gave me. It's the best present I ever got.  His uncle said: That's great. Do you know how to play it? Chris said: Oh, I don't play it! My mom gives me a dollar not to play it during the day and my dad gives me five dollars a week not to play it at night. For these parents peace means quiet. Let me make some observations about what peace means and how people handle difficult situations.

The Oxford Dictionary says that Peace means: Quiet, tranquility; mental calm- freedom from or cessation of war- freedom from civil disorder.  Peace seems to happen when conflict and problems are not present or when I am not anxious. According to most studies, Christmas is a season of stress and distress, not peace. A group called Mental Health America did a survey to find out what anxieties people have this time of year. Results said failing finances, missing a lost loved one and having too much to do were the top stressors.   Anxiety in life rises when our POSITION is uncontrollable. We plan for one thing and something else happens instead we get frustrated. We don’t like a life that is out of control. When PEOPLE are unchangeable.  Why can’t they be more like me! People are frustrating aren’t they? When PROBLEMS are unexplainable. What about cancer or illness or even death?  Why does it happen to some and not others?  When PAIN is unbearable. It hurts too much to be at peace with the world. When the PAST is unforgiven. Conflict still exists when people haven’t forgiven each other. We think if these things did not exist or just go away we would have some peace!
What do people do when facing stressful times? Some take a walk! Get some fresh air. Clear the cob webs. 
Some take a trip!  Nothing like a quick get away to get new perspective on life. Forget about all the problems for just a little while anyway.  At least one can be at peace until the money runs out it looks like. Some take a chill pill!  That imaginary something which calms nerves or induces relaxation. Some take it a step further. .Someone said:   The way to achieve inner peace is to finish all the things you’ve started. So I looked around the house to see all the things I started and hadn’t finished ... and before leaving the house this morning I finished off a bottle of red wine, a bottle of white, the Prozac, some Valium, some cheesecake and a box of chocolates. You have no idea how good I feel! Until it wears off by the next day! People try to find peace in all sorts of places don’t they, but people never find peace that lasts. That is because people think that peace is the absence of something. . Even if you manage to get rid of problems for a short time, it is only time until a new wave of problems washes over. What is peace?
Luke 2:11-14: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests. I prefer: On earth peace, among men who are the objects of his pleasure. That first Christmas, angels appeared to some shepherds and declared that peace is available. Peace doesn’t come by somehow miraculously getting rid of all our problems. It comes from the addition of something. His name is Jesus!  The world seeks peace by getting rid of problems, but the Peace Jesus brings is a peace despite the problems, not a peace without the problems.  Peace doesn’t come with the absence of the storm; it comes in the presence of the storm because Jesus is walking there beside us and we’ve got our eyes on Him. Some might think that peace with problems is no peace at all. Peace is not absence of problems, but the addition of something you need to be whole.
Peace appears over 400 times in Scripture. In the Old Testament, peace is the word shalom, which means a state of wholeness and harmony that is intended to resonate in all areas of life. Being at peace is to be healthy or well in oneself - physically, emotionally, socially, and spiritually. When used as a greeting, shalom was a wish for outward freedom from disturbance as well as an inward sense of well-being.  In the New Testament peace means to join together; to set at one again. It has the idea of gluing something back together. Peace is: a conception distinctly peculiar to Christianity, the tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through Christ, and so fearing nothing from God and content with its earthly lot, of whatever sort that is. Let’s look at: * Peace with God – that’s the vertical dimension * Peace of God – this takes place internally * Peace with others – that’s peace horizontally.

PEACE WITH GOD
Ephesians 2:13-14: But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who has made the two one & has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility. Our sins have taken us far away from God. Our sins have created a wall of hostility separating us from God since He is holy. Our sin makes us enemies with God!  In Billy Graham’s classic book, Peace with God, he says: The greatest warfare going on in the world today is between mankind and God. People may not realize that they are at war with God, but if they don’t know Jesus Christ as their Savior…God considers them to be at war with Him. There is no peace when one is at war with God is there?

John 1:14: The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. The Word became flesh... This is the single, most unique quality of Christianity that makes it different from any other religion: God became flesh. Max Lucado:      The omnipotent, in one instant, made Himself breakable. He, who had been a spirit, now was pierce able. He who was larger than the universe became an embryo. And He who sustains the world with a word, chose to be dependent upon the nourishment of a young girl. God as a fetus. Holiness sleeping in a womb. The creator of life created.  
A spouse called home to tell her husband that she was all right, but that she just could not come home again. Sometimes, when she would call home to check on the children, her husband would tell her how much he loved her and ask her to come home. She refused. Through a detective he learned that she was living in a second class hotel in a distant city.  He knocked on the door of her room. His wife stood for a moment in shocked silence, then fell into his arms. A t home: When you would call before, I would tell you how much I love you. Why didn’t you come home? She replied:  Before, your love was just words. Now I know how much you love me because you came to me.
The distance in our relationship with God was so large it was insurmountable and our attempts to reach God would only cause us to fall into the chasm separating us. The prophets of the Bible tried to tell us about God’s love, we never really got the message until God came to us. He broke into history and became one of us, and as one of us, showed us His love.  Jesus was human in every way we are and yet was without sin. Christmas not only means that we can understand God better but God understands us, because He became one of us. He came to tell us in a way that words could never communicate, that God loves us.  Romans 5:1: Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Because of what Jesus Christ did on the Cross, you and I can now be at peace with God. God the Father poured out His wrath, fury, and anger on His Son, who died in our place, as our sin-substitute. That is why Christmas is such good news.

Peace only sounds wonderful when we recognize that we’ve been at war. It’s a radical thought that God’s anger is satisfied because of the sacrifice of His Son. God’s fury is fully absorbed by the death of Jesus. Once we are justified by faith, peace is a primary reality for the believer. The word “with” God points to a person’s relationship with God. There’s a face-to-face aspect that indicates a relational reconciliation has taken place. Isolation has been replaced with intimacy. We can face a holy God because we’re now glued to Him. We don’t deserve this peace to men on whom His favor rests. In fact, what we deserve is death and eternal punishment. But, because of God’s great love, He provided a way for us to be set at one again with the God of the universe. 
When Christians say: There is only one way back to God, the rest of the world says: If that is what you believe then the message of Christmas has made you the most narrow minded, bigoted people who have ever lived. How are we to answer that? If you go to the doctor & he tests your blood & then he says: You have diabetes. But, I have good news for you. You can take insulin. You’ll probably have to take it the rest of your life. But it will permit you to live pretty much a normal life. But you say to him: I don’t want to take insulin. Why can’t I take two aspirin instead?   Or why can’t I take penicillin? Or why can’t I take some other drug? Why do I have to take insulin? So he tries to explain to you that insulin is the only thing that helps. And you say to him: you are the most narrow minded & bigoted doctor I have ever seen. No, he is not being narrow minded or bigoted. He is being loving & compassionate because the only thing that will help you is insulin. So he tells you the truth.  When the church preaches the truth the world may perceive that as being narrow minded & bigoted, but it is loving & compassionate because it is the truth.  
So we share the good news that peace with God comes only through Jesus. God’s Christmas gift to us is peace.
Do you have peace with God today? Or are you far away from Him? Do you feel disconnected? We’d love to help you get connected.  No matter how far away you feel Jesus can end the war today! 

PEACE OF GOD
Those at peace with God can experience the peace of God. Jesus declared in John 14:27: Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
John 16:33:  I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. The stock market might crash, the doctor may tell you that you have a terminal illness, you may be out of work, but we have nothing to fear. The peace of Jesus fills our hearts so we can stand up against anything we may face in this life that would want to defeat us! 
There is a true story of a physically challenged child, Gunther born near the end of World War I. His father was away at war. His mother would not care for him because he was deformed suffering from a severe case of Rickets. At age six he couldn’t talk and his deformity, which increased in severity due to lack of sunshine and milk, prevented him from walking.  He was placed at Bethel, a Christian home for epileptics as well as physically and mentally challenged youth.  With the loving care of the staff and with the help of an epileptic roommate, named Kurt, Gunther began to learn how to talk and thus began to learn about life. It was Kurt who told Gunther about Christmas. The story of Jesus’ birth and the love of God filled Gunther with joy. But there was something else that filled him with fear - little Kurt was getting worse. He told Gunther one night that he would soon be going to his heavenly home, maybe as early as Christmas time. 

On the first Sunday of Advent, Kurt was chosen to light the Advent wreath. Suddenly, the burning candle dropped. as his body writhed in spasm of an epileptic seizure. Pastor Fritz rescued the cracked, but still burning candle and lit the wreath, singing as he did so.  The song stopped and Gunther screamed: There’s a crack in everything. What is so great about Christmas?  Pastor Fritz  appealed to the children: Gunther needs to know what is so great about Christmas. Will you help me tell him please? Petra, the oldest of the patients there, but with a mental age of only five said: Christmas is so great ‘cause then God sent his son, Jesus our Savior.  Pastor Fritz said: That’s true, Petra. But why did God send his son to be our Savior?  Finally, Leni climbed form her chair to the table top and shouted, Because everything has a crack! Pastor Fritz said: It is true, Gunther, that there is a crack in everything. God sees the crack better than we do, and the crack is ever so much worse than we think it is. That is why God sent his son. Not to patch up the crack. But to make everything new. That is why Christmas is so great! Some of you have experienced the cracks in life and when they occur at Christmas those cracks can leave us defeated! 
A man lost his wife, leaving him to be father to a six-year-old son. After her funeral father & son came home, both feeling so alone & grieved by their loss. That night as they prepared for bed, the boy asked: Daddy, may I sleep in your room tonight, too? But neither one could seem to go to sleep. They both tossed & turned until late in the night. Finally, the little boy asked: Daddy, are you looking at me? Because if you are, I think I can go to sleep. And the father answered: Yes son, I’m looking at you. The little boy started at last to rest & finally fell asleep. After he was asleep the father got out of bed, walked over to the window & pulled back the curtain. He looked up into the starry sky & said: Father, are you looking at me? Because if you are, I think I can rest & be at peace.
There is a crack in everything, No Jesus. No Peace. Know Jesus. Know Peace. When confronted with the cracks, a shrill cry of fear emerges from the heart of our fear, but Christ comes to calm those fears and to comfort us. Picture a little bird that is nestled in the crevice of a rock on the sea shore. The winds are blowing, & the waves are crashing against the rocks, & the rain is pelting down. But here is this little bird in the crevice of the rock with his head tucked beneath his wing, oblivious to it all. That’s exactly what Jesus is talking about - a peace that keeps you calm even though all the circumstances around you are changing. You have the peace of Christ. There is no peace like that found anywhere else, except in Him. Peace with God allows you to experience the peace of God. By the way, Gunther overcame his cracks. He learned to walk and talk and communicate. He became a poet and shared the love that was shown to him by the people at Bethel. Jesus brings us peace to conquer the cracks that would defeat us.
PEACE WITH OTHERS

When we’re at peace with God, and we have internal peace, we can then be at peace with others. I love what Dietrich Bonheoffer said: The followers of Jesus have been called to peace. When He called them they found their peace, for He is their peace. But now they are told that they must not only have peace but make it. An old proverb says: When there is righteousness in the heart, there is beauty of character. When there is beauty of character, there is honor in the home. When there is honor in the home, there is order in society. And when there is order in society, there is peace in the world. Matthew 5:9: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the sons of God.         Jesus didn’t tell us to be “peacekeepers,” but instead “peacemakers.” This could be translated as “peace workers.”   
It is estimated that in all the history of humanity less than 8 percent of recorded history can be described as times of peace. In the last 32 centuries there have been fewer than 300 years of peace. Historians tell us that within the last 300 years there have been 286 wars in Europe alone. And that from 1500 B.C. to A.D. 1860 more than 8,000 treaties of peace were signed, but the average time they actually remained in force was only two years. People do not get along with each other.  A little girl named, Nan, wrote: Dear God, I bet it is very hard for you to love all of everybody in the whole world. There are only four people in our family and I have trouble loving them!  Sometimes we have trouble loving family. Sometimes we have trouble loving neighbors. Sometimes we have trouble loving people of different races. On our own we have difficulty living in harmony & peace with one another. Into this squabbling war-torn world, God sent His personal, visible representative of peace on earth, good will toward men.
Romans 14:19: Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. It takes effort to bring conflict to an end. When we work at resolving conflict we are doing what God does. We’re called to make peace when we’re involved in conflict. Is there anyone you need to make things right with? Anyone you need to “be at one with”? Some people dread Christmas because they are in conflict with someone in their family. When we have peace with God, and the peace of God we then have the potential to have peace with others.

An elementary class rose to sing, Christmas Peace, a surprising title in a commercialized Christmas world today. The kids were aglow, adorned in fuzzy mittens, red sweaters, and bright snowcaps upon their heads. Those in the front row- center stage - held up large letters, one by one, to spell out the title of the song  as the class would sing  "C is for Christmas,"  each child would hold up his portion had presented the complete message, "Christmas Peace" The performance was going smoothly, until suddenly, she did it…a small, quiet, girl in the front row holding the letter "M" upside down – totally unaware her letter "M" appeared as a "W". The audience of 1st through 6th graders snickered at this little one’s mistake. But she had no idea they were laughing at her, so she stood tall, proudly holding her "W.” A hush came over the audience and eyes began to widen. In that instant, all understood the reason they were there, why they celebrated Christmas in the first place, why even in the chaos, there was a purpose for this program. For when the last letter was held high, the message read loud and clear: CHRISTWAS PEACE! 
How serious are you about wanting peace for Christmas? 2 Thessalonians 3:16: Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you. AMEN!




