THE CHURCH – HOW RICH WE ARE!
#1 Wow! I’m R.I.C.H. In Christ!
January 9th, 2011 – Ephesians 1:1-3
I came across the poem, Ode To The New Year: 'Twas the month after Christmas, and all through the house nothing would fit me, not even a blouse. The cookies I'd nibbled the eggnog I'd taste at the holiday parties had gone to my waist. When I got on the scales there arose such a number! When I walked to the store (less a walk than a lumber).  I'd remember the marvelous meals I'd prepared; The gravies and sauces and beef nicely rared, The wine and the rum balls, the bread and the cheese and the way I'd never said, 'No thank you, please.' As I dressed myself in my husband's old shirt and prepared once again to do battle with dirt - I said to myself, as I only can 'You can't spend a winter disguised as a man!' So - away with the last of the sour cream dip, get rid of the fruit cake, every cracker and chip. Every last bit of food that I like must be banished 'till all the additional ounces have vanished. I won't have a cookie - not even a lick. I'll want only to chew on a long celery stick. I won't have hot biscuits, or corn bread, or pie, I'll munch on a carrot and quietly cry. I'm hungry, I'm lonesome, and life is a bore but isn't that what January is for? Unable to giggle, no longer a riot! Happy New Year to all and to all a good diet!  Anyone relate?
In America we are very rich in physical blessings.  As we begin a New Year we start a new series in the book of Ephesians which highlights the church. Together we are the body of Jesus Christ. Not just Risen Christ in Stillwater, Minnesota, but His church worldwide. God wants us to realize HOW RICH WE ARE as His children! That is the title of the new series we begin today! An angel appeared at a faculty meeting and tells the dean that in return for his unselfish and exemplary behavior, the Lord will reward him with his choice of infinite wealth, wisdom, or beauty. Without hesitating, the dean selects infinite wisdom. Done! says the angel, and disappears.   Now, all heads turn toward the dean, who sits surrounded by a faint halo of light. One colleague whispers:            Say something. The dean sighs: I should have taken the money. Incomes vary in our lives. As Christians we are all rich spiritually beyond our wildest dreams. That’s Ephesians. Getting hold of this in our hearts is life – changing!  

Ephesians 1:1-3: Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  Note the phrase: …every spiritual blessing in Christ!  Paul wants believers to say daily: Wow! I’m Rich In Christ!        Let’s begin by looking at a few snapshots of Ephesians that will help us get of to a good start this year! 
SNAPSHOTS OF EPHESIANS
Ephesus was the wealthiest city in all Asia. Called The Gateway to Asia because it was the home of the largest seaport on the western shore of Turkey.  Interesting that 2000 years later the ocean is now 6 miles away, and what was once a proud harbor is now beach and marsh. One thing about earthly wealth is that it is here today and then gone tomorrow. We can’t take it with us when we die. Use wealth wisely. With its harbor, agora, theaters, public baths, library, paved streets, and temples, Ephesus met the needs of traders and travelers alike. The huge theater seated between 25,000 – 50,000 people with daily pageantry, drama, races, and athletic contests. Prisoners were fed to lions, tigers, wild dogs or wolves at the end of the day. A racially and culturally diverse population of about 250,000 lived there. All of this made Ephesus a center for trade, travel, culture, religion and business.  
Ephesus was known as the city of love. Now if you are thinking I should know something about Ephesus that I didn’t learn in church you are right. Ephesus was home to one of the seven wonders of the ancient world (Acts 19).  Any guesses? The Greeks had built the largest temple.  It was 425 feet long by 220 feet wide, which would be 2 acres! It was made up of 127 columns that were each 60 foot high. It was truly a spectacular building. The temple housed an image of the goddess Artemis (also known as the Roman goddess Diana), which the Greeks believed had fallen from heaven (see Acts 19:35). A center of occult worship and false religions. Thousands of priestesses and temple prostitutes – a very sensual, wicked society.  A Greek philosopher said their morals were worse than animals. We live in a culture where morals are just as loose. Anything goes!
Ephesians has been called the believers checkbook: Imagine having an account upon which you could write checks as often as you wished, in any amount you wished, and that account would never be diminished. We share in the riches of God’s grace (1:7; 2:7), God’s glory (1:18; 3:16), God’s mercy (2:4); and the unfathomable riches of Christ (3:8). The idea of “in”, “with” or “through” Christ is found 30 times. Paul wants believers to say: Wow! I’m Rich In Christ!  We have unbelievable riches at our disposal!  This checkbook is inexhaustible! 
Paul wrote Ephesians from a Roman prison nearly ten years after he had established the church. Notice as Paul opens this letter to the church; he addresses it to the saints. Some folks associate that word with a football team from New Orleans or ascribe sainthood to great, dead Christians like Paul himself or Martin Luther. This is not the case. Saint literally means a most holy thing; one that has been set apart. It speaks of something that has been sanctified and set apart for God’s exclusive use. It speaks of how God sees us! Every child of God is a saint! 
Every person who is saved by the grace of God and washed in the blood of Jesus is set apart for the glory of God and for His exclusive use in this world. What a privilege! Like a scuba diver we exist in an alien environment because we are in Christ. Since we have these inexhaustible riches, we should use them right? Hetty Green won the title as America’s greatest miser and a place in the Guinness Book of World Records.  She died in 1916, leaving an estate worth over $100 million. She still ate oatmeal cold, because it cost to heat it.  Her son's leg was amputated, because she delayed too long looking for a free clinic. We smile at her foolishness. What a tragic illustration of many Christians. We have limitless spiritual wealth of heaven at our disposal, yet many choose to live in spiritual poverty. God’s inheritance is ours now, not just in heaven. Paul’s saying:  Wow, your rich in Christ so why are you living like a spiritual pauper? This book came to them to let them know just who they were in Jesus; what they had in Jesus; and how to spend what they possessed in Jesus! Are you ready for the Ephesians challenge in 2011?
Ephesians Challenge: Take some time this month to read the book of Ephesians and take note of three very important words that capture the outline of this book. If you have a NASB (New American Standard Bible) or go online it will help capture these words! SIT: Ephesians 2:6: … and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly {places} in Christ Jesus…Chapters 1-3 describes our POSITION as a believer. It’s getting a grasp on WHAT we have in Christ.  What are those riches? WALK: Ephesians 4:1: Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called…Chapters 4 – 6:9 describes the PRACTICE of the believer. It’s getting a grasp on HOW to spend our riches. What do we do with the riches we have? STAND: Ephesians 6:11: Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. Chapter 6:10 – 24 describes our PROTECTION as a believer. It’s getting a grasp on OVERCOMING Satan, the world, and our flesh. HOW can we learn to live in the power of the resurrection daily?  A great little book by Watchman Nee, Sit, Walk, Stand covers these words in greater depth. Worth a look! 

Remember Humpty Dumpty? Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall. Humpty Dumpty had a great fall. All the king’s horses
and all the king’s men couldn’t put Humpty together again! The reality is that like the Ephesians we live in a Humpty Dumpty world. The world we live in is fallen, cracked - shattered. Paul encourages: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace is a word that wraps up all of what God offers us in Jesus Christ.  Peace is freedom from worry and fear and anxiety.  Not the absence of the crud of this world - but what comes to us as we trust God in the midst of all that crud. Paul’s writing to help us grab onto the reality of God’s grace and peace in the midst of the Humpty Dumpty world where we live our lives. 

 The late newspaper publisher William Randolph Hearst invested a fortune collecting art treasures from around the world. One day he found a description of some valuable items he felt he must own. His agent after months of searching reported he had found them in his own warehouse. He had been searching for treasures he already owned.  Had he read the catalog is his treasures, he would have saved himself a great deal of money and trouble. Let’s not be like him this year. Read God’s Word and praise Him for the treasures we already possess in Christ. I’m excited about going through Ephesians this year. I hope you are too! Let me share four characteristics of the R.I.C.H!
 CHARACTERISTICS OF THE R.I.C.H. 
Reverence:  Psalm 139:16: All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to pass. God says every day is so precious; we should reverence each day. The average life span is around 75 years. One breakdown for a lifespan of 75 years: Sleep =24 years! Work =14 years! Entertainment =12 years!            Eating. =6 years!  Travel = 5 years!  Talking = 5 years! Education = 4 years! Reading =3 years!  Illness =1 year!  Spiritual =1 year! Note the spiritual is about 1%.  By the time a person reaches 35 years of age they will only have 500 days left to really live (If you subtract all the time tending to personal matters, etc.) What a shock to hear about Stan at 57 falling asleep in his chair in October. I believe he was a person who reverenced each day. Look at his Bible! When Confederate General Stonewall Jackson was asked how he could be so fearless in battle: I feel as safe in battle as in bed. God has fixed the time of my death. God knows our birth and expiration date. Yesterday is history. Tomorrow is a mystery. Today is a gift that’s why it’s called the present! The rich reverence every moment! 
Invest: Psalm 90:12: Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom. Jim Croce wrote:         If I could save time in a bottle, the first thing that I’d like to do, is to save every day ‘till eternity passes away–just to spend them with you.  A few months after he wrote that song, he was killed in a plane crash at age thirty.            Time can’t be saved, only invested. There is nothing we can do about the time that has already passed. A man went in for his annual checkup and received a phone call from his physician a couple of days later. The doctor said:           I’m afraid I have some bad news for you. What’s the bad news? Well, you have only 48 hours to live. I’m afraid I have even worse news. Patient: What could be worse than what you’ve already told me?  Doctor: I’ve been trying to call you since yesterday. I know we all have regrets. We have not used our time as wisely as we should. I wish there was something I could do about all the time I have wasted doing unprofitable things. We can only use the time we have left wisely. Where you invest your time reveals what is most important to you. 
There are 168 golden hours in each week. The average person will spend about 56 of those hours sleeping, about 24 of those hours in eating and personal hygiene, and about 50 of those hours working or traveling to work. That means there are only about 35 hours a week of “discretionary” time left over. That’s about 5 hours per day. If I were to follow you around and observe you for those 5 hours, over two weeks I could tell you what is most important in your life. A grandmother rode her Harley on a 30,000 mile adventure to every one of the fifty State capitals. Why? Sometimes you just got to get off your duff and go!  How much of that discretionary time will we devote to building the kingdom of God? Your family? Others? You’re self?  Billy Graham: Time is the capital that God has given us to invest. People are the stocks in which we are to invest our time, whether they’re blue chips or penny stocks or even junk bonds. The rich invest their time back into the lives of people. 

Count: Ephesians 5:16: …making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil…Literally redeeming the time. The world tells us to manage time. Stephen Covey: You can’t really manage time. You can’t delay it, speed it up, save it or lose it. No matter what you do time keeps moving forward at the same rate. The challenge is not to manage time, but to manage ourselves. The word time is not the Greek word chronos which means clock time that is measured in hours, minutes and seconds. But kairos which means a measured, allocated, fixed season or epoch of time. We are called to be good opportunity managers rather than time managers. It speaks of opportunities we have to serve God.  This verse does not mean get more organized, or do more, faster, but submit our time to God’s agenda. It is not just counting the minutes, hours, days, months and years, but making them count. Tomorrow we will be given more hours, but we may never have the same opportunity again.
Maybe you remember the 1974 folk song by Harry Chapin: Cats in the Cradle. It was Chapin’s only number one hit. The song is about a father that is too busy to spend time with his son. Part of it says: My son turned ten just the other day. He said, “Thanks for the ball, now come on let’s play. Can you teach me to throw?” I said, “Not today, I’ve got a lot to do.” He said, “That’s OK.” And he walked away and he smiled and he said “You know I’m going to be like you, Dad, You know I’m going to be like you.  Harry Chapin’s wife, Sandy, actually wrote the words to the song. It became a self-fulfilling prophecy.  When their son was 7, Harry was performing 200 concerts a year and Sandy asked him when he was going to take some time to be with their son. Harry promised to make some time at 
the end of the summer. He never made it. That summer he was killed in an auto accident! Opportunities lost!

A time management expert was teaching a seminar for executives. He placed a large, clear open-mouthed jar in front of the group. Next, he put seven or eight large rocks into the jar until it was full. Is the jar full?  Everyone nodded. Then he took pebbles and filled up the jar with the small rocks until they reached the rim. Is the jar full? By now, they didn’t answer. So, he poured fine sand in. Is the jar full? Some nodded. He proceeded to take a pitcher of water and filled up the jar again. What’s the lesson about time management? Everyone agreed that no matter how busy you are you can always fit more things into your schedule. Wrong. The lesson is: unless you put the big rocks in first, they never will fit in. You must figure out what the big rocks are for you. What are the big rocks in your life? 
For me it’s God, family, others. At Risen Christ we have three big rocks: REJOICE in worship. RELATE in fellowship. RESPOND in service.  The rich look for ways to make every opportunity count!
Hilarious: 2 Corinthians 9:7-8: Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. Cheerful literally could be translated hilarious. This is the theme for Promise Sunday coming up in two weeks! God loves a hilarious giver. That’s the nature of God! He cheerfully sent His son into our world so that we may know the forgiven life! Who are the folks that can cheerfully give in spite of the tough times in which we live? Hilarious folks learn to forget! 
Philippians 3:13-14: ...Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. Hilarious folk are learning to forget!
I heard about a man who moved into a retirement community to spend the rest of his life there. There was one lady he was especially attracted to, & she was attracted to him, also. So they spent a lot of time together. Finally one evening he proposed, asking her to marry him. The next morning he woke up remembering his proposal, but he couldn’t remember her answer. So he went to her: I’m really embarrassed. I proposed to you last night but I can’t remember if you said Yes’ or No.  She replied: I remembered saying Yes but I couldn’t remember who asked me.
If we want to move forward, we have to put the mistakes of the past behind. To forget them as over and done with. Paul is talking about forgetting in such a way that the past, good or bad, will have no negative bearing on  living in the riches of Jesus grace today. Forget the wrongs that could paralyze one with guilt and despair. Forget the attainments that might cause you to pull into “neutral.”  We are rich in grace, which forgives our sinful past big or small. We are rich in grace, which enabled us to do good things in the past. Praise Him because He is the author of those good things, but don’t stay there too long or they can rob us of today’s riches! The rich are hilarious givers! 

Ephesians has been called the Alps of the New Testament!  Keep this outline in your Bible and reflect on it throughout this New Year!! Our life will soon be past; only what’s done for Christ will last. Four attitudes: Reverence! Invest! Count! Hilarious! May 2011 have us say: Wow! I’m R.I.C.H. in Christ! AMEN! 
