THE CHURCH – HOW RICH WE ARE!
#2 Who Wants To Be a Millionaire? 
January 16th, 2011 – Ephesians 1:3-14

How many have seen: Who Wants To Be a Millionaire? It actually debuted in England--did you know that?
Aired in August of 1999, in the United States where it averaged about 29 million viewers per night in its first season. There are an amazing 45 versions airing in 71 countries, including Russia, India, and Japan. Pastor Bob Benke from our District was recently on the show. I knew him from seminary. He did pretty well I understand. Anybody here want to be a millionaire? Husband said to his wife: The only reason you married me is because my grandfather left me $10 million. She responded: Don’t be ridiculous!" I don’t care who left it to you. There are many different ways a person can become a millionaire while on earth. Each of us in Christ is wealthy (millionaires) beyond description.
Ephesians describes HOW RICH WE ARE spiritually as the church, the body of Christ on earth! Let’s read Ephesians 1:3-14. Do you know what amazes me about this passage? In the Greek it is made up of one very long, run-on sentence. Paul started this sentence in verse 3 with the phrase: "Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ," then proceeds to tell us what God has done, without a pause, without a period, without stopping to take a breath, until the end of verse 14. He just can’t stop talking, it’s too exciting to talk about the riches we have, our infinite wealth as followers of Christ. Notice how the full expression of the Trinity is involved as well: Wealth provided by the Father, purchased by the Son, and proved by the Holy Spirit! 
Ephesians 1:3: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. In order to avoid what in English would be awkward, the NIV uses the word praise to open, but the Greek says blessed!  We get the word eulogy, which means to say something good. We reserve this for a person after they die, but here it is part of Paul’s everyday vocabulary. Paul calls each of us to first blessing God, eulogize God, that is, speaking well of him. We bless God because He first blessed us. 

It is not that He will bless us. He has blessed us. It's a done deal. And what has He blessed us with? He has not just given us a blessing; He has given us every spiritual blessing. Finally we are told that He has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. What a promise!  It is as if someone made an anonymous and secret deposit into your checking account. If you did not know about the existence of that deposit, you would never be able to draw upon it. But when you came into the knowledge of that truth, then you would immediately have access to that resource. This is precisely what the Word of God is saying to us. You may choose not to believe it, and live in spiritual poverty. Or you may choose to draw upon your resources in Christ. Write a check on this account! See if it doesn't clear. It will not bounce.  We must learn to rely on our resources in Christ. The riches of Christ have already been deposited into our account. We must now begin to draw upon those riches. There ought to be brightness in our eyes and a bounce in our step as we are reminded: He has blessed us. We get to be millionaires. 
WEALTH PROVIDED BY GOD THE FATHER (VS.4-6)

Listen again to Ephesians 1:4-6: For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-- to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.               Paul describes the affection of God the Father. He chose and adopted us. A couple went to bed after a day spent celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary. The wife: When we were young, you used to hold my hand each night. Slowly, his hand reaches out and grasps hers. And when we were young, you used to snuggle up against me in bed. Her husband's body slowly turns until it is nestling against hers. And when we were young, you used to nibble on my ear. Suddenly he jumps out of bed. She asked: Where are you going?  He said: I'm going to get my teeth! Where there is love, there will be evidence of affection. This is true of God’s love for us! First he chose us!
Chose Us: What an honor. What was your frame of mind when you came to worship today? Maybe you’re being stretched in one hundred different directions right now. Maybe the pressure of life is weighing you down. Maybe the kids have been a handful recently. Maybe you are feeling underappreciated. List goes on. Remember God chose us.  Say it with me with a smile. I’M CHOSEN! Looking better already. Every one of us is totally undeserving of such an honor aren’t we! Cling to His choice of you as the great power by which we overcome while on earth. 

Remember how, as a kid, it was always a pleasure, and somewhat a relief, to have been chosen when picking sides for a game? No one wants to be left out or left to the last.  I’ll never forget when Coach Larry Oetting came to me personally one day when I was lifting weights and said: Would you consider going out for the football team? I knew he was desperate! He saw some potential. With a lot of hard work I became a two year starting offensive tackle for the Concordia Bulldogs. Never dreamed of playing college football. Even made honorable mention all –state!       All because Coach saw some raw, untapped potential. 
Our Father chose us before the foundation of the world. We are all His number one draft picks. We are the apple of His eye. He chose us to be holy and blameless in his sight! Folks hear the word holy and think of a list of things you can’t do. We were chosen to be different than the world’s way of thinking. Be an example of what His love can do in a person’s life. Just like a played hard every play for Coach Oetting, the child of God wants to please their Heavenly Father who has so richly blessed them with spiritual wealth. Do you live to please your Heavenly Father?
Adopted Us: Adoption was a common Roman practice. An adopted child had all of the same rights and privileges of a natural born child. A nobody becomes a somebody. Being "predestined" for adoption means to be appointed ahead of time. Knowing that our sin would create a gulf between us and him, he marked us ahead of time to be part of his family.  Dave Thomas, the founder of Wendy’s is a big advocate for adoption. He was an adopted child himself, and is very grateful for the love and values his adoptive family gave him. Dave tells the story of Kandy, a teen who was adopted. She had only been with her adoptive family for about a year when her birth father invited her to lunch. He had been in prison a long time and wanted to get to know her and answer some of her questions. Her parents were reluctant to let her go because they were afraid she might choose to go back to her birth father. They knew it was important to learn more about her history. After lunch Kandy did something unexpected. In the year with her adoptive family she never touched or hugged her father. But now she reached out and linked arms with her adoptive dad. Papas take me out to the parking lot. I want to put my lunch in the car. It was just a small gesture, but it announced to the world that Kandy was committed to her new family. She had decided who her father would be.  That really is the issue that each of us faces isn’t it! How committed will we to our Heavenly Father?
Our baptism is our adoption certificate. Martin Luther said: Remember your baptism!  On earth not everyone is a somebody (athletic, seven figure salary, famous). In Christ we are somebody.  Experiencing life as part of God’s family means you always have someplace to come home to. God’s door is always open. There is always food in the refrigerator, warm blankets on a comfortable bed, and there is always a wise, supportive, loving God waiting to embrace us. When was the last time you stopped to think about how wonderful it is to be part of God’s family?   This week thank your Heavenly Father you have been chosen and adopted. Wealth provided by the Father!

WEALTH PURCHASED BY THE SON (VS. 7-12)
Listen again to Ephesians 1:7-12: In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure…to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.  Paul describes the wealth purchased by Jesus Christ. Notice two phrases:
Riches of God’s Grace: God has chosen to give us this grace in a specific way. It is given according to the riches of His grace. God could give us His grace from His riches, or according to His riches. There is a vast difference. Bill Gates is considered the wealthiest man in America with over $15 billion at his disposal. Now there are two ways for Mr. Gates to give. He can give "out of" his riches, in which case, he can toss a check here and there for several thousand dollars. While to us, that would be a wonderful gift, it would have little impact on his fortune.  If he would give a beautiful home, complete with furniture, and manicured lawns. Sitting in front of that home might be a Roles Royce. There is a vast difference in receiving from a fortune and receiving according to a fortune. 
God lavished His grace on us from His limitless wealth. When you lavish something upon someone you heap it on more and more with repeated portions, again and again. This is an overflowing giving, with leftovers to spare. The Greek word that Paul uses for grace is a word that was used when someone was ushered into the presence of royalty. Through God’s grace in Christ the door has been opened for us to enter into the presence of God, finding redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins in spite of our sinful human condition. 
A Sunday school teacher asked one of her students: What do we have to do before God forgives us?
A little girl’s hand shot in the air: Sin! She was right. Albert Speer was interviewed on "Good Morning, America." Speer was the Hitler confidant whose technological genius kept the Nazi factories running throughout WWII.        He was the only one of the 23 war criminals tried at Nuremburg to admit his guilt, and he had served 20 years in a Spandau prison. The interviewer referred to a passage in one of Speer’s earlier writings: You have said the guilt can never be forgiven or shouldn’t be. Do you still feel that way?  Speer’s responded: I served a sentence of 20 years, and I could say I’m a free man; my conscience has been cleared by serving the whole time as punishment. But I can’t get rid of it. This new book is part of my atoning, of clearing my conscience. The interview: You really don’t thing you’ll be able to clear it totally? Speer shook his head: I don’t think it will be possible. 
We are all bound by the chains of our own sin and guilt. The proper and just wages of our sin is DEATH - eternal separation from God. But the corresponding good news is really good. It is that Christ took our blame and our guilt and our sin upon Himself. He was the perfect and holy sacrifice for sin. That is the power of redemption. Redemption means to purchase and set free by paying a price.  It was used in Roman times for the paying of a ransom to purchase a slave. By New Testament times the Roman Empire had as many as six million slaves. You can imagine how major a business was found in the buying and selling of slaves. If someone was a slave and another person wanted him freed, that person would have to buy the slave in order to free him. This is what the word translated redemption has in mind. It is the paying of a ransom for the purchase of freedom. And that is precisely what Christ did for us. Jesus shed blood was the price, a sacrifice which cost Him his life, but provided life for us.
A young boy made for himself a beautiful model sailboat. He spent months on that boat, and after it was finished he began to sail it on a stream near his house. One day the current, aided by a sudden gust of wind, caught the tiny boat and carried it quickly out of sight. He came back day after day to search the banks of the stream, but never found it. Then one day as he was walking through town he saw it. It was displayed in a store window! He went in and talked to the owner about the boat, announcing that it was his. The owner replied that it was not the boy's, for he had bought it from a local fisherman for good money. The boy could have the boat, but he would have to buy it for a price. And so this young man began to work at odd jobs, until he finally returned to the store with the money. Finally, holding this precious boat in his hands, he said: You are twice mine now. I made you, and I bought you. You are twice mine. That is what Jesus did for us. We are twice His. That is the power of redemption.
Mystery of His Will: We love mysteries. As a family we like to play the game CLUE! We typically think of a mystery as something unknown. This mystery is not mysterious. It means a sacred secret, once hidden but now revealed to God’s people. It is something which has been revealed. We are part of God’s inner circle. God has a plan for the universe. History is moving toward a goal. We don’t have to guess.  We are able to share in the secret that God will one day unite everything in Christ. Christ is at the center of all God's purposes in this universe. Our world will continue to shake and fall apart because of sin. We have hope because we know Jesus has everything under control. He is holding everything together.  No matter how things look around us, we must always remember that God is in control, regardless of how bleak things look in our government and around the world. 

1 Corinthians 4:1: …entrusted with the secret things of God. We have been made stewards of the mysteries of God. What would happen if each family at Risen Christ made it their focus to reach out to one family this year? Make this a year of each one reach one for Jesus. In Jesus we find our purpose, and the true meaning of life. This is the mystery with which we have been entrusted, and for which we are responsible. Don’t you hate being somewhere and not knowing what’s going on? We are in the know. We live in a world that is fast losing hope! They are not in the know. It's up to us to share what the world desperately needs to hear: Christ is the sum of all things. Jesus has everything under control. Wealth purchased by the Jesus is meant to be given away, not kept to ourselves is it not?  We have riches and this mystery revealed to us. Each one reach one in 2011! What will you do with Jesus wealth? 
WEALTH PROVED BY THE SPIRIT (VS. 13-14)

Listen again to Ephesians 1:13-14: And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession--to the praise of his glory.  Paul is describing wealth proved by the Holy Spirit. Notice the words seal, deposit, and inheritance!
We don’t use seals much today. But they were commonplace throughout the ancient world.  Paul’s talking about a stamp pressed into a soft surface like wax in order to leave a symbol or impression.   Seals served a variety of purposes. They were used on invoices to authenticate them and establish them as genuine. A seal ratified a covenant or contract and guaranteed payment or fulfillment. In Paul’s day livestock, and even slaves, were marked with a seal to show ownership, similar to the way a rancher might brand his cattle even today. The seal helped to prevent theft and to avoid disputes about ownership. The Holy Spirit seals us as proof that we belong to God. 
The word deposit literally means a down payment. That is something we are all certainly familiar with. If we buy something large on credit – a house or car, for example – the lender requires us to make a down payment. And that down payment makes the lender very happy because it is the guarantee that there is more to come. The Holy Spirit is given to us as God’s down payment and guarantee that He will give us our full inheritance in the future. It is meant to be the “proof” that God will fulfill His promises to give us our eternal inheritance. It’s interesting that in modern Greek, the word translated deposit in this passage has come to mean an engagement ring.  It’s an assurance or guarantee that the promises made will be kept.  Isn’t that a beautiful picture of what the Holy Spirit is in our lives? 
That deposit guarantees our coming inheritance. We ain’t seen nothing yet. But that inheritance is also lived NOW!
Verse 11: In him we were also chosen…which is better translated made heirs or we were made His inheritance! Both are true. We are Christ’s inheritance and He is ours. A young man was getting ready to graduate from college. All he wanted was a sports car knowing that his father could well afford it. On the morning of his graduation, his father called him into his private study.  His father told him how proud he was to have such a fine son, and told him how much he loved him. He handed his son a beautiful wrapped gift box. He said: With all your money you give me a Bible? He stormed out of the house, leaving the Bible.  Many years passed and the young man was very successful in business. He realized his father was very old and thought perhaps he should go to him. He had not seen him since that graduation day. But before he could make arrangements, he received news telling him his father had passed away.  He willed all of his possessions to his son. When he arrived at his father’s house, sudden sadness and regret filled his heart. He saw the still new Bible, just as he had left it years ago. With tears, he opened the Bible and as he began to turn the pages a car key dropped from the back of the Bible. It had a tag with the dealer’s name, the same dealer who had the sports car he had desired. On the tag was the date of his graduation, and ....PAID IN FULL.   

Our inheritance is meant to be used now. Will you use it or lose it? Our wealth is proved by the Holy Spirit. 
We are challenged is to live in the immensity of the riches of God’s grace. Reflect on this sentence from Ephesians this week as well as Precious Child by Andy Park: 1) Show me dear Lord how you see me through Your eyes so that I can realize Your great love for me. Teach me O Lord that I am precious in Your sight and as a father loves his child so you love me. Chorus: I am Yours because You have chosen me. I’m your child because You’ve called my name, and your steadfast love will never change I will always be your precious child. 2) Show me dear Lord that I can never earn Your love that a gift cannot be earned only given. Teach me O Lord that Your love will never fade that I can never drive away Your great mercy.  We get to be millionaires in Christ. Live richly!  AMEN!
