PROMISE SUNDAY
Attitude of a Successful Steward

January 23rd, 2011 – 2 Corinthians 9:7
Who is a person that you respect and admire? (jot name in blank). What do you appreciate and love about them?     

(in a word or two jot down what makes you respect them).  Tell me what are some qualities and characteristics that draw you to them. Don’t say their names out loud it would really be embarrassing if you all said Pastor Chris       (get responses). I think of things like: positive, humor, caring, encouraging, humble, Christ – like, understanding, listens, loyal, patient, and honest and the list goes on. What makes people attractive? It’s their attitude. We take a pause from our study of Ephesians to reflect on the: Attitude of a Successful Steward! Very little about skill or ability! A person can have everything in life but have a rotten attitude. 
2 Corinthians 9:7:  Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. Notice two types of attitudes Paul mentions. One is like a little girl who becomes restless during the sermon. She leaned over to her mother and whispered, Mommy, if we give him the money now, will he let us go?  That’s giving under compulsion.  The other attitude is like a little girl who received a dollar on her fourth birthday. Mom said: What are you going to do with your dollar?  Girl: Take it to Sunday school. Mom: To show your teacher? Mary shook her head. No, I'm going to give it to God. He'll be as surprised as I am to get something besides pennies. Our attitude is very important to God wouldn’t you agree?
Let me give you a definition of Stewardship: Utilizing God – given abilities to manage God – given resources to accomplish God’s desired purposes.  Jesus often spoke about stewardship, about managing, and money, and possessions and our attitude. Remember what Jesus said about the widow who put two pennies into the offering?

It was everything she had, while all the religious people put in vast amounts. Jesus said: this poor widow has put in more than all the others (Luke 21:3). We ask: How can so little be worth so much? Jesus taught that the secret of giving is not the amount (time, talent, treasures) but what’s given up and why it’s given. Giving is not a function of cold cash or numbers, but the result of a life that has been changed by the love of God. God so loved the world He gave His Son.  Attitude, not abundance is the key. You can give without loving but you cannot love without giving.
Think about the following words in the Bible: Believing - mentioned 272 times. Prayer mentioned  - 371 times. Love - mentioned 714 times.  Giving is mentioned 2,162 times! That’s 3 times more than love, 7 times more than prayer, and 8 times more than believing. Some say: Money is all they ever talk about! Only interested in my money! The attitude is negative.  This is where the misunderstanding comes in!  Many do not understand the meaning of the term stewardship. Stewardship is not about money. It never has been and it never will be. Stewardship is about managing God’s blessings in our lives. Yet, the question still needs to be asked: Is the church costing too much?
Two parents were reminiscing about their daughter: On June 2, 1940, a little girl was born to us. She cost us money from the moment she was born. As she grew from babyhood to girlhood, she cost us even more…her dresses and shoes were more expensive and we had to have the doctor through all those childhood diseases. She was even more expensive during her school and teen years. She needed long dresses to go to parties. When she went to college, we discovered, along with other parents, that all college expenses are not listed in the catalogue. Then after graduation she fell in love and married. That was expensive as well. Then, five months after her marriage she suddenly sickened and within a week she was dead. She has not cost us a penny since the day we walked away from her grave. Living and healthy churches requires resources. Dead churches require nothing.  As long as the church is alive she will cost money, and the more alive a church is, the more money she will cost. What kind of church are you interested in being a part of? Promise Sunday is an opportunity to express our attitude about being a successful steward in God’s kingdom. Paul mentions three important attitudes: Generosity! Gladness! Gratitude!
ATTITUDE ONE: GENEROSITY
2 Corinthians 9:6: Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Let me share a story with you of generosity from 1 Chronicles 29. The first 9 verses of chapter 29 describe an incredible offering taken for the building of the Temple. It was to be built under Solomon.  
Giving included: 190 tons of gold, 375 tons of silver, plus jewels and precious stones. It all added up to around five thousand tons. Verse 9 says: The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for they had given freely and whole-heartedly to the LORD. David the king also rejoiced greatly.  That was just from the leaders of the tribes. The gold alone must have been worth more then half a billion dollars. David personally gave 10 billion. Generosity!
In 1 Chronicles 29:10-16 King David offers up a wonderful prayer of praise to God in thanks for the offering: 

11) for everything in heaven and earth is yours… 14) But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand... 16) O LORD our God, as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you.  Notice in verse 11& 14 the word everything. Notice in verse 16: and all of it belongs to you. Did you pick up the key to having a generous attitude? It’s having your eyes opened like David’s to who is the source of all things. God’s nature and character is one of generosity.
A father took his young son to McDonald’s and bought him some French fries. While sitting together enjoying each other’s company, he idly reached over to take some of his sons French fries. Much to his surprise, he pulled the fries back and said, No! These are mine! The father was startled! Then he began to reflect on what just took place.     Three things came to his mind.  First, he doesn’t have any idea that He was the source for those French fries.        He went up to the counter, pulled out the money, and paid for the fries. Dad is the source of the fries.  Second,      He doesn’t realize that he has the power—being his Dad—to reach over and take those fries from him. Or he could go to the counter and buy $50.00 worth of French fries and tell them to bury him in French fries! He doesn’t realize that he can either take away what he has or I can bury him under a mountain of fries. Finally, he doesn’t understand that he really does not need his French fries. He could buy some fries for himself. This dad realized he really didn’t want his sons French fries as much as his son’s willingness to share them with him. Having a generous attitude!

Anyone relate to that? God takes us to McDonald’s, as it were. He’s blessed us. He’s given us fries. They come in different forms, and some have more than others, but he’s given all of us French fries. God sits down to fellowship with us and as he reaches over for some fries we pull back and say, No! These are mine! God thinks: Don’t they understand that I’m the source of everything they’ve got? Don’t they understand that I have the power to take away what they have—or give them more? Don’t they understand that I really don’t need what they have? God wants us have a generous attitude not because he is needy but because he has modeled generosity in Himself to us.


God is very interested in our response to the Promise Sunday challenge. God wants to see how we respond when he reaches over for some fries, or tells us to pass some over to our neighbor. Verse 14 is interesting: Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. Imagine I take Sara & Michael shopping for a birthday present for Connie (note imagine). I gave them each some money to buy her a gift. Now when we walked in to the store they had no money. When we came out of the store they had no money but they had bought their mother a gift. Where did the money come from? It came from me. I was the source of their gift to their mother. Imagine the joy when she opened the presents and told her how they had bought the gifts. It sounded as if they were the source.  I was the source. Remembering the source is the key to a generous attitude!

Our God is so generous. He is the source of all things. We say I have a house, a car, clothes, furniture, or whatever. I have worked pretty hard to get what I have. God is the source of all that! God gave us the energy and the ability and the intellect! Everything we have is a gift from God. He is the source of all things. When we understand that God is the source of everything we have and then delights when we give back to him and to others, doesn’t it amaze you that we act like little kids at McDonald’s with French fries? God has given us so much and when he wants something, we say, No! These are mine! We have such an immature understanding that everything we have comes from God, don’t we?  The key to generosity is remembering God is the source!
ATTITUDE TWO: GLADNESS
2 Corinthians 9:7:  Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  Our giving must not be reluctantly or under compulsion. One must not have the Eeyore attitude: Oh it’s offering time again – Do I have to be a cheerful?  God loves the Tigger attitude: It’s offering time again – I get to be a cheerful giver. This comes from a heart that is overflowing with God’s love and abundant grace. The English transliteration of the word for "cheerful" (Greek ‘hilaros’) is hilarious. Gladness!

God loves a hilarious giver - a giver who will give joyously, laughingly and with a glad heart. God desires our giving to come from a heart that is cheerful, not one feeling compelled to do so. To give cheerfully is extremely helpful. On a practical level, it helps me gauge where my faith is at. How much can I give and still be grinning? Then it pushes you and causes you to consider if you can be happy giving more. Perhaps we are too entangled in the things of this world and God is trying to untangle our grip on materialism. Can we trust him at a level to give a little bit more? This standard meets me where I am and what I can give at this point in my life. It also challenges me to go one step farther and to trust God for this attitude of gladness. 

In verse 7 it says: Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give…The act of giving comes after the decision. We are to decide first, and then we are to give. It is not haphazard or circumstantial. It is not dependent upon whether I am in church or even what I have in my checking account this week. It is based on a prior commitment that I have made after a serious time of prayer and reflection. We have had a month to reflect!
A practical way of living out the deliberate act of giving is to write it down. This is practical spirituality. Why is it helpful for us? Number one is that we forget. Number two, is that we are weak. If things are running behind and it looks like you don’t have enough money and your hand starts to quiver when you are writing your check, if you have decided ahead of time how much to give, you will give it and act in faith. There is something about writing down your pledge that is more decisive and concrete. It is a real act of commitment and of faith. Gladness kicks in!

This all sounds good, so what keeps us from growing in this area? It’s our inability (or unwillingness) to understand that our personal resources are transient. They are not permanent. Bertha Adams died of malnourishment. It was assumed that she was a victim of poverty, until, in her apartment, they found keys to a safety deposit box. Taking them to the local bank, the authorities found in the safety deposit box seven hundred and ninety nine thousand dollars as well as hundreds of stock and bond certificates. Bertha Adams did not understand the stewardship of life. She thought that her possessions and wealth were to be hoarded and held on to at all costs. She did not understand that all the blessings God had given to her were to be passed on, cycled through back to God and others cheerfully. 
The challenge we face is to look at the blessings we receive and see them not as permanent, not as possessions, but as resources to be used and cycled and offered to God’s glory and others. Two country boys were talking, one asked:   Billy Bob, if you had a million dollars, would you give me half of it? Ole Billy Bob replied: Lee Roy, you know I would. So Lee Roy questioned again: If you had a thousand dollars, would you give me five hundred?  Billy Bob: Lee Roy, we have been friends for over twenty years, and you know I would give you five hundred dollars if I had a thousand. Well, Ole Lee Roy scratched his chin and asked: If you had two hogs, would you give me one?             Billy Bob shouted loudly: That’s not fair. You know I have two hogs. Our grip can rob us of the joy of giving.
You remember Smarties, a row of multicolored, chalk-like, bite-size candies wrapped in clear plastic, about 15 pieces in a pack.  Dustin came into church with a fresh roll, and the pastor asked him if he could have one.        Dustin  peeled out a piece with a smile and handed it over gladly. This was surprising enough, but at that moment, something happened in this little boy’s heart. From that day on, for the next two years, every time Dustin got a pack of Smarties, he took out the first one and set it aside for his pastor. Every Sunday, Dustin would track the pastor down at church and generously offer him one or more Smarties. He did it gladly, with a smile, as if he enjoyed it.
God wants us to have the attitude like that little boy with a pack of smarties. He was a “cheerful giver.”  
ATTITUDE THREE: GRATITUDE
2 Corinthians 9:8: And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. The motivation for giving is because we are grateful for what God has done in our lives. Why does God give to us? God gives to us so that we can give back to him and to others with a heart of gratitude for His partnership. Your journey is different than mine, and so God gives you things that you need and that I do not need. But God gives also to me. He gives me things that you don’t have in your life. That is why the Body of Christ is needed. I have things to share with you that you need, and you have things to share with me that I need. We really do need each other. But the partnership is not complete. Because in giving to God we sometimes give to him directly and sometimes indirectly. We give to God indirectly by giving to others. And so sometimes I demonstrate my giving to God by giving to others. And they sometimes give to me. For me to be what God want me to be I must give back to Him.  This is the kind of partnership—or successful steward—that God calls us to. It is like a complete cycle. For some the more they have, the less gratitude they feel!
Carol wanted to do something nice for her neighbor. She brought Mrs. Smith a pie. Thank you so much. You don’t know how much I appreciate it! She did the same thing the following week and received great appreciation. The following week when she brought the pie Mrs. Smith said: You are a day late with that pie. The following week Carol brought the pie Mrs. Smith said: I’d like cherry instead of apple filling next time. The next week Carol was so busy she was unable to bake a pie. When Carol passed by her house on the way to the store, Mrs. Smith noticed she was not carrying a pie yelled: Where is my pie? That’s the trouble with receiving something on a regular basis.  Even if it is a gift, we eventually come to expect it. This is the “entitlement mindset” that has permeated American society.  Instead of being grateful, we start complaining. 
Being grateful helps overcome the entitlement attitude! If you own one Bible, remember 1/3 of the people in the world have none. If you have more health than illness remember that 6 million will not survive the week. A 12 year old boy named David was born without an immune system. He underwent a bone marrow transplant in order to correct the deficiency. Up to that point he had spent his entire life in a plastic bubble in order to prevent exposure to common germs, bacteria, and viruses that could kill him. He lived without ever knowing human contact. When asked what he’d like to do if and when released from his protective bubble, he replied: I want to walk barefoot on grass, and touch my mother’s hand.  If we have never experienced starvation remember 500 million are starving.    If you can attend a worship without fear of persecution, arrest, torture or death remember the 3 billion people of the persecuted church. If you have food in the fridge, clothes on your back, and a roof over your head, and a place to sleep, you are richer than 75% of the world.  The United States with 5% of the population has 85% of the wealth.  

Think of your checkbook as thank-you stationery. Inside it is the stationery I use to write thank-you notes, to say: Thank you God for crisp winter mornings and cool air to fill my lungs. Thank you for this beautiful area we call Stllwater, Minnesota. Thank you for this nation I love. Thank you for family and my church home. Most of all, I write to say thank you for Jesus, who shares my every moment and knows my every need. Thank you for a loving heavenly Father who sends his Spirit to bear witness with my spirit that I am his child - moment by moment.       . For my faith which reminds me the best is yet to come. Our attitude becomes one of gratitude for His blessings!
Craig Barnes, a Presbyterian pastor in Washington DC was asked to conduct the funeral for a man who had helped develop the famous Boeing 747 aircraft. After the service, he spoke with the widow and commented on how remarkable it was that her late husband had helped build that marvelous machine. She said: The truth is, he worked on one little switchbox smaller than a loaf of bread. That’s all he worked on for 15 years. But when that 747 lifted off the ground for the first time, it was the happiest day of his life! He worked on one small switchbox for more than a decade. Yet the huge plane couldn’t have lifted off without this man’s contribution.  Some see only their  seemingly small efforts and feel they aren’t very important. But when the great Kingdom of God "lifts off," we’ll be thrilled to find out that all of our efforts were essential. That is the attitude of a successful steward. AMEN!

