THE CHURCH – HOW RICH WE ARE!
#3 A Prayer For All Seasons
February 6th, 2011 – Ephesians 1:15-23
God wants us to realize How Rich We Are!  Listen to Shel Silverstein’s poem Smart: My dad gave me one dollar bill cause I’m his smartest son, and I swapped it for two shiny quarters cause two is more than one! And then I took the quarters and traded them to Lou for three dimes - I guess he don’t know that three is more than two! Just then, along came old blind Bates and just cause he can’t see He gave me four nickels for my three dimes, and four is more than three! And I took the nickels to Hiram Coombs down at the seed-feed store, and the fool gave me five pennies for them, and five is more than four! And then I went and showed my dad, and he got red in the cheeks and closed his eyes and shook his head - too proud of me to speak! Folks try to get more, never realizing that what they had was valuable. Someone said: Money talks, it says, Goodbye. Earthly wealth fades quickly and does not last forever! 
Spiritual wealth lasts forever! Last week in Ephesians 1:3-14, Paul described in one sentence the wonderful riches we have in our Triune God. Our Father chose us and adopted us. Our baptism is our adoption certificate. Jesus paid the price for our sins by shedding His blood on the cross. Now we are able to know the mystery of His will. He has everything under control. This message needs to get out. Our challenge for 2011: Each One Reach One for Jesus.   The Holy Spirit proves that we belong to God. We live out our future inheritance NOW while we are on earth! 
Today we look at a prayer that the Apostle Paul prayed for the Christians in Ephesus. Again, this is one sentence in the Greek, although our English translation breaks it up into several shorter sentences.  Let’s read verses 15-23!         What a prayer.  Paul does not pray for an increase in their financial assets, but Paul asks God to continue His work of grace in their lives. We could call this A Prayer For All Seasons! Someone asked: What’s the difference between people who pray in church and those who pray in casinos?  The answer: Those in the casinos are serious.  There may be more truth in that statement than we want to believe. The prayer to increase one’s wealth is possibly the second most common prayer people pray, while the prayer for health may be the most common. What would happen in our Christian life if we prayed like Paul did?  The good news is that we can! Paul does not ask God to give what they do not have, but rather that God will reveal what they already have.  
Paul starts out in verse 15-16: For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. Note how Paul begins: For this reason!  What reason? All the wealth we have from our Triune God. Since God is at work, we can pray with confidence. God is in control. Paul’s heart is filled with gratitude they are living in light of God’s grace.     Their faith in Christ produces an uncommon love. One of the signs of Christianity is love for God’s people.        Why is that a sign?  Christians can be rather unlovable. Charlie Brown said: I love mankind, its people I can’t stand.          At times other believers rub us the wrong way. God didn't choose the most loveable people to be His. We love because He first loves us. I thank God for the Risen Christ family and the grace He has given each of us in Christ. Paul reminds us today to focus on the good things He has given us and to thank Him for what we have rather than what we don’t have. As we pray for ourselves and others remember to keep these two truths in mind.
Know WHOSE You Are
Ephesians 1:17: I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. That last phrase so that you may know him better is better translated in the knowledge of Him.  The word for knowledge means intimate knowledge. The word know means    to know by experience.  We need God to reveal to us WHOSE we are because of who He is. A crowded flight was canceled and a single agent was rebooking a long line of frustrated travelers. Suddenly an angry passenger pushed his way to the desk, and slapping his ticket down exclaimed: I HAVE to be on this flight and it has to be 1st CLASS. The agent: I’m sorry sir, but I’ll be happy to help you when it’s your turn, but I’ve got to help these folks first.      The passenger wasn’t happy, so in a loud voice he said: Do you have any idea who I am?  The agent grabbed the P.A.: May I have your attention? We have a passenger here at the gate who doesn’t know who he is. If anyone can help him find his identity, please come to the gate. It is important to know who we are. Identity is extremely important in the life of the Christian. When we do, we will know what we are entitled to by grace!                                        
One of the great challenges in the Christian life that prevents us from experiencing the abundant life God promises is our misunderstanding of knowing WHOSE we are in Christ. In Paul’s 13 epistles, some very short (Philemon is little more than a page long), he uses the term “In Christ” or some form of it no less than 164 times!  Paul prays we would be spared from frantically searching for our identity. He makes our position quite clear.
William Randolph Hearst once read of an extremely valuable work of art, which he decided he must add to his extensive collection and display for all to see. He hired an agent to scour the galleries of the world to find it and to purchase it no matter the cost. After months of searching, the agent reported to Hearst that he’d found the piece.      It had been sitting in one of Hearst’s warehouses for years – he already owned it and didn’t know it.  The handkerchief over my hand represents what it means to be in Christ. We still sin but our position does not change. Those who live the Christian life confidently realize WHOSE they are daily. This is what makes the difference!
This is a prayer for us to grow in the knowledge of WHOSE we are. It is not unlike the story of the civil war soldier who received a letter from his mother. His brother and father had been killed in action. The soldier knew that his mother needed him. There was no one to take care of the younger children or the farm. He went to his Commanding Officer, who passed him up the Chain of Command. All his requests were denied. Finally he took the little leave he had and went to Washington with the crazy idea of seeing the president.  As he walked up the steps he was met by a stern guard who asked him what he wanted. The guard laughed and turned away. In despair, he began wandering around the city. Utterly depressed he sat on the ground outside a general store. After a moment he sensed someone watching him. When he looked up he saw a boy. What’s wrong mister? The soldier told his story to the boy.        The little boy said: I think I can help. They went toward the White House, then through the gates. They went past the guards and into the house. The boy rushed the soldier into a room. What do you need Todd? said Abraham Lincoln. Todd said: Dad, please listen to this man’s story. The soldier received permission to return home. Todd realized WHOSE he was, the son of the President of the United States. There is a great difference between knowing about someone and knowing someone. We are children of the President of the entire universe.  

When we don’t know how to pray for someone, this is a good place to start. Pray that God would give them wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him.  Wisdom is the ability to see with discernment, to view life as God perceives it. Understanding is the skill to respond with insight. Knowledge is the rare trait of learning with perception—discovering and growing.  What a great prayer to pray for ourselves. Help me know Jesus better!
Know WHAT You Have
Ephesians 1:18-19: I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,  and his incomparably great power for us who believe… Paul prays that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened. Did you know your heart had eyes? It does. Unless we learn to see with the eyes of your heart, you will never know WHAT we have in Christ!
Victor didn't do very well in school when he was 16 years old. A teacher advised him to drop out of high school and get a job. He didn't do much better in the working world so that, by the time he was 32, he had failed at 76 different jobs.  But applying for job number 77 was to change Victor's life. As a part of the interview process, he was required to take a test designed to measure his intelligence. A score of 100 was considered to be normal. Victor scored 161. He had never before realized it, but Victor was a genius. The knowledge of that fact was transforming in his life. Victor Serebriakaoff went on to become famous for his research in laser surgery and to become president of MENSA, an organization for geniuses - all because a test opened up his eyes of his heart to the fullness of his potential.  Our potential is to know WHAT we have because of WHOSE we are: (1) hope (2) riches and (3) power:

Our Wealth: The HOPE to which He has called you: It should be apparent we need hope in a hopeless world. A number of years ago, off the coast of Massachusetts, a ship rammed a submarine. The submarine sank before anyone could escape. The entire crew was trapped. Ships rushed to the scene of the disaster, but there was nothing any of them could do. Divers were sent down to evaluate the situation. One man put his helmeted ear against the vessel and listened for any sounds. What he heard was someone tapping in Morse code. Because he knew Morse code he could decipher the message. It was this: Is - there - any - hope?  The world is asking the same thing!
Hope evades so many of the people we know. For all its advantages, our society is frayed with problems so enormous we’ve given up on solving them. It has no substance. In this age of evolutionary philosophy when our schools and our media are proclaiming that there is no God, no meaning and no future, the world is hungry for hope. Our word hope is nothing more than a vague wish, a dream, or desire. People hope they win the lottery or get a job.  Paul was not speaking about some vague wish for the future! Hope represents certainty of something not yet present. The certainty was based not on human optimism, but on the character of God. He could speak of hope because of the certainty that Christ brought salvation, made complete at the cross, is a reason for hope. 
Albert Einstein was going on a train to an out-of-town engagement. The conductor stopped by to punch his ticket. The great scientist, preoccupied with his work, with great embarrassment rummaged through his coat pockets and briefcase to no avail. He could not find his ticket. The conductor said: Dr. Einstein, please don’t worry about it.        I know who you are. Einstein looked up and said: I too know who I am. What I don’t know is where I’m going!   Hope says I know where I'm going. I know there's purpose for everything that happens in life. I know I'll be perfected by Him some day. I can have joy when things aren't right. I can have peace when things are crazy. 
For many of us, the struggles we face each and every day, the doubts that plague us, the fears that keep us awake at night, are answered by coming back to this basic truth. God’s work throughout all time securing our relationship with Him should give us hope. The answer to our problems is a more intimate knowledge of the Father’s love for each of us. God’s calling is not a longing, but it is a firm basis on which we can rest. It is based on His unchanging character. Without that saving knowledge of God, hope has no substance. It is a mist evaporating into despondency. Hope is the opposite of despair. It breathes magnetic optimism. Our hope is founded in the reality that God’s grace is completely sufficient to save and keep us until His return. That is the HOPE to which He has called you.
Our Worth: The RICHES of his glorious inheritance in the saints: When we talk about riches in the Bible, we are inclined to think about the riches which God has given or will give to us. Back in 1949, a man named Jack Wurm was walking along a beach in California. Jack was out of work, broke and feeling helpless. As he was walking along the beach, he found a bottle with a note in it. It was the last will and testament of Daisy Alexander. Daisy SINGER Alexander—the heiress to the Singer sewing machine fortune. It said: To avoid confusion, I leave my entire estate to the lucky person who finds this bottle and to my attorney, Barry Cohen—share and share alike. Jack inherited over 6 million dollars.  He didn’t work for it, he didn’t earn it, and he did not deserve it. God has given us an inheritance we couldn’t possibly work for, earn or deserve. This is not the riches of which Paul is speaking.  Do you see what the riches are? The SAINTS! We are the riches. He has also made us to become an inheritance. We are His prized possession. How does that make you feel?
One of the longest running game shows is The Price is Right. They call the name of a member of the studio audience who comes running down the aisle like a loon. Next thing they ask you is to guess the price tag of something. What would your answer be if the item was being a Christian? What is the worth of knowing Jesus Christ? No matter how high you guess, you will grossly underestimate its value.  There is a value beyond human understanding. Say this $100 bill represents our life. You can crumple it up. Step on it. Do whatever. The value remains the same. We get crushed and stepped on in life yet our value remains the same. The value we possess is determined not by what we are, but by what God considers us to be. When you start going down that road of self doubt, of questioning whether you matter at all to God, you need to know what your real worth is. Your worth is determined not by what you are or what you do, but who we are in Christ. That is the RICHES of his glorious inheritance in the saints.
Our Weight: His incomparably great POWER for us who believe: We do not have to face life in our own strength. God has directed His power toward us who believe. And it is in this power that we find the strength to live. The word power is dunamis, from which we get dynamite and dynamo. Power was certainly an important aspect of the various religious groups in Ephesus at that time. The word Paul used for power here was often found in the ancient papyri from this region when discussions turned to magic. The ensuing discussion of power, stressing how infinitely more powerful God is than all the other pagan deities, is presented using terms known and familiar to the common people. In the ancient world it was considered dangerous to name other powers. To speak its name is to stir up trouble. Paul lists them, showing that he has no fear. Paul neither dismisses powers, nor quakes in terror. They were of no consequence to those in Christ. They are subjected, defeated, under Christ’s control.
Paul tells us that this same power is revealed in Jesus: Resurrection: That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead. Live daily in the power of the resurrection.  Because Jesus Christ is risen! Paul does not stop at the resurrection.  He goes on to mention two more examples: Exaltation: Seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places (1:20). We also need to learn what it means to be seated with Christ. Sitting is an attitude of rest. When we sit down our entire weight rests upon the chair or couch. We feel rested when we have sit down for awhile. In Christ, to sit down is simply to rest our whole weight – our problems, ourselves, our future, everything – upon Christ.  Matthew 11:28-30 (The Message Bible) Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you'll recover your life. I'll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won't lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you'll learn to live freely and lightly. Only in Jesus do we find real rest for our souls. Anyone need some rest today? Lastly Paul reminds us Jesus is Lord!
Supremacy: Far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. (1:21-23).         We can live each day knowing that Jesus has everything under control. Sin, death, and hell have been defeated.    The dynamite of God enables us to live each day in that weight. Christ’s power gives us strength to overcome. 

Suppose you went to Sears and purchased a new refrigerator, the top of the line. This model has all the bells and whistles and cost you a hefty $6,000. When your refrigerator is delivered and installed you fill it full of food.        When you come into the kitchen the next morning you experience the shock of your life. Ice cream is all over the floor! The milk is sour, and the vegetables are changing color! It is quickly evident that your brand new, top-of-the-line refrigerator isn’t working! Angry and disgusted you call Sears to give them a piece of your “Christian mind” for selling you a dud. The salesman who sold you the refrigerator is surprised. He asks you to pull open the freezer door to see if the light comes on. No light.  He asks you to listen for the low hum of the motor. No hum. Finally, he asks you to look behind the refrigerator and see if the cord has been plugged in. It’s lying on the floor – unplugged!  You return to the phone and inform the salesman that the refrigerator is unplugged but that shouldn’t matter. You argue that for $6,000 it should work—plugged in or not! The salesman explains a very important principle– refrigerators are dependent appliances. They were never made to work on their own. Christians are like appliances.
Will you plug into that power that is available? It is impossible to live the Christian life without God’s power.   Do you ever feel powerless?  I love the prayer of second chances: Lord, here I am - again. Ever feel that way?      We cannot live the Christian life under our own power. The greatest power shortage is not in our appliances.          It’s a Christian not living in the power of the resurrection. His incomparably great POWER for us who believe is available! Let us not be like Silverstein’s smart little boy, exchanging the great riches of all the benefits of Christ for the pennies this world has to offer. Pray God’s Word for yourself and others this week. Knowing WHOSE we are and WHAT we have allows us to live the Christian life in the riches we have by grace.  AMEN!
