THE CHURCH – HOW RICH WE ARE!
#4 God’s Masterpiece!
February 13th, 2011 – Ephesians 2:1-10
One of the hobbies I enjoyed in junior high was ceramics. I entered some of my pieces in shows and even won some ribbons. My work compared to my Aunt Alice paled in comparison. She was a certified teacher and judge. Over her lifetime her work was quite exceptional. Some are in a league of their own.  Michelangelo’s David is a masterpiece of Renaissance sculpture. Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa is considered to be the most famous painting in the world. No doubt a masterpiece can be quite valuable. Priceless!  We are God’s Masterpiece. Priceless!
Ephesians 2:10: For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. This is almost the forgotten verse in this chapter. We are so familiar with verses 8-9, by grace we have been saved through faith not by works that sometimes we forget what comes next.  A pastor was taking a walk by some old Victorian homes on a beautiful street when he noticed a small boy attempting to ring the doorbell on one of the porches. He was short, and the old-fashioned doorbell was set high in the door. Despite his leaping attempts, the boy could not quite reach it. The pastor, seeing a good work at hand, seized the opportunity. He got up on the porch and vigorously rang the bell. Pastor: And now what young man? The boy:  Now, we run like crazy! Let’s not run like crazy from this verse today, but boldly ring the doorbell of God’s Word.
NOTHING LIKE AN ORIGINAL!
The first push of the doorbell answers the “who” question. For we are God’s workmanship… We are God’s specially crafted piece of work (not like, you’re a real piece of work, Pastor Chris!) – The word workmanship (poinma) sounds like our English word for poem and refers to what is composed or constructed.  Also translated masterpiece.  It was used to refer to any finished work of art, whether a statue or a song, a poem or a painting.    You thought I came up with “masterpiece” on my own. God considers us to be His “masterpieces!” Wow! Michelangelo was once asked what he was doing as he was chipping away at a shapeless rock. I love his reply:     I’m liberating an angel from this stone. Art is art because it is unique. The Mona Lisa is a treasure because it is not a picture of my Aunt Alice. Out of the almost 7 billion people breathing right now, there is no one exactly like you. We have our own individual DNA, fingerprints, eye patterns, voices. We are not copies we are all originals.  
2 Corinthians 10:12: We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves.      When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise.         Paul is saying that we make a mockery of God’s brilliance and His creativity when we compare and contrast ourselves with others. God does not look at me and say: I wish Chris would be more like Billy Graham. He says: Just be the masterpiece I created you to be. Just be you! We are immersed in a culture that thrives on comparisons. We compare everything, figures, physiques, bank accounts, houses, cars, clothes. When we compare ourselves with others, we are cheapening God’s masterpiece. It’s unwise to compare! We also cheapen God’s masterpiece when we fail to honor ourselves or those around us. We don’t understand or forget how original God made us.
Helen Frankenthaler’s The Bay is an abstract painting on display in the Detroit Institute of Arts. It’s valuable.      This work of art is worth about 1.5 million dollars. A 12 year old boy on a field trip decided to put his gum on the painting. The gum left a stain the size of a quarter. The boy was suspended from school and disciplined by his folks. Julie Kildee, the director of the boy’s charter school, said: Even though we give very strict guidelines on proper behavior and we hold students to high standards, he is only 12 and I don’t think he understood the ramifications of what he did before it happened, but he certainly understands the severity of it now. We don’t always understand the ramifications of what we do to our selves or others when we fail to understand or remember who we are in God. People at times think of themselves as worthless. Sometimes we treat others that way as well. It’s like taking our gum and sticking it on a masterpiece. How are you treating yourself? How about the masterpieces around you?

Sam, a purebred Chinese hairless dog won the World’s Ugliest Dog contest three years in a row from 2003-2005.  He is so ugly that the judges at his first competition recoiled in horror. None of this fazed his owner, Susie Lockhee. In an interview on CBS’s The Early Show, she said: People who don’t know him are pretty horrified. They’re very horrified that I’m always kissing him. I’m very affectionate with Sammy because I think he’s very beautiful. 
Zephaniah 3:17: The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.  God adores us. One of my confirmands in South Carolina was Mary Claire. She had the mind of a 5 year old in a junior high body. After church she would say:    God don’t make no junk. God delights in you because He designed you just the way He wants you to be. He breaks out into song when He thinks of you! We are original pieces of work, with the fingerprints of God all over us.   Thank God for making you just the way you are. There’s nothing like an original!
NOTHING LIKE A RESTORATION!
The second push on the doorbell is what God did: …created in Christ Jesus… The word created means to bring something into existence out of nothing. It is only used of God and speaks of the creative energy only He can exert. 
Americans love those before and after type shows: Extreme Makeover: Home Edition. Biggest Loser. How about taking an old jalopy and making it brand new. There is nothing quite like a restoration. 

Don’t rush by that little phrase, in Christ, which is mentioned 89 different times in the New Testament.                        2 Corinthians 5:17: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 
These two words remind us of restoration. Paul described this process in detail in the nine previous versus.          This handkerchief over my hand represents the before and after of Baptism. Let’s look at the before first.  
Ephesians 2: 1-3 describes the before: As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. The word for trespasses means to slip, fall, stumble, deviate, or go in the wrong direction. The word for sins means to miss the mark, to fall short. This is the condition into which all of us were born. We were born dead. 
A visitor to a British museum destroyed a set of priceless 300-year-old Chinese vases after tripping up on his shoelace, the Daily Telegraph reported, January 30, 2006. The three Qing vases, dating from the late 17th or early 18th century, had stood on a windowsill at the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge for at least 40 years. Their prominent position made them among its best-known artifacts.  The report was accompanied by a photo, taken by another visitor, of the culprit, an unnamed man in his 40s, attempting to pick himself up among the porcelain debris after last week’s accident. Steve Baxter a visitor who saw the accident, said: We watched the man fall as if in slow motion. He landed in the middle of the vases and they splintered into a million pieces. He was still sitting there stunned when museum staff appeared. Everyone stood around in silence, as if in shock. Then the man started talking. He kept pointing to his shoelace and saying, ’There it is; that’s the culprit!’  Imagine the embarrassment and horror of breaking something priceless like this. From masterpiece to major mess – what a tragedy! 

God’s masterpiece – mankind - turned into a major mess because of a moment of carelessness and disobedience.                  Genesis 1 & 2 speaks of creation and artistic beauty. Genesis 3 reflects a ruined masterpiece: • Vs. 7 – shame        • Vs. 8 – hid   • Vs. 10 – fear   • Vs. 14 – punishment   • Vs. 15 – enemies   • Vs. 16 – pain and suffering                      • Vs. 17 –cursed   • Vs. 18 – struggle  • Vs. 19 – sweat • Vs. 19 – ends in death!  The “before” picture is not very flattering.  In fact, it is hard to imagine it being much worse! Sin and death – it doesn’t get much worse than that!
Separation from God’s love, peace, and joy is devastating. Imagine what that was like for Adam and Eve! 
Ephesians 2:4-9 describes the after: But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,  made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. Verse 4 begins with one of the great words in Scripture – but. Don’t you love how we can be reading along, starting to feel hopeless and helpless and discouraged –BUT you are not without hope! BUT there is more! 
It is out of God’s great love and mercy that He saves us. The word for save means to heal. Our word salve comes from the same root. Salve is an ointment that promotes healing. Paul used the word saved to describe a person with a 
fatal illness having it turned around and being healed from our sin sickness through faith in Jesus Christ.
In the second year of the War Between the States, an informer in the prison camp at Palmyra disappeared.             The Commander in charge ordered 10 men would be shot in reprisal. One of those men was William T. Humphrey, a husband and father of a number of children. Hearing that Humphrey was under the sentence of death, a young man named Hiram Smith came forward, explaining that he was unmarried and without a family. He asked permission to take the place of Humphrey, stating that perhaps it would be better for a single man to die than a man with a family. If you go to the cemetery of the Mount Pleasant Church in the town of Mount Salem, you will find a stone that says: This monument is dedicated to the memory of Hiram Smith. The hero who sleeps beneath the sod here was shot in Palmyra, October 17, 1862 as a substitute for William T. Humphrey, my father. That’s what faith in Christ has done.  We are alive because Jesus became our substitute. I love the truth: raised us up with Christ and seated us with him.
Colossians 2:12: Having been buried with Him in baptism, and raised with Him through your faith in the power of God. A mans name was printed in the obituary column of a daily paper by mistake. He went to the newspaper office: This is terrible! Your error will cause me no end of embarrassment and may even mean a loss of business. Editor: Cheer up, I'll put your name in the birth column tomorrow and give you a fresh start! That's exactly what happens every day because of our Baptism. We are reminded our sin nature has been drowned.  I call it the old jalopy.       We have been raised to new life in Jesus Christ. A brand new vehicle. God reached down to the very depths of our sin, saved us from death and lifted us up. We have been restored. That fullness will be completed in heaven. 
Till then we are: A Work In Progress. God is working on us, chiseling away, forming us into his masterpiece. Know what is sad?  We often resist. The chisel sometimes hurts.  It is not fun. But the result is amazing. Do you trust that what God wants to make you into is worth it?  Are you asking God to change you and make you more like Jesus?   A button: PBPGINFWMY. It means:  Please be patient, God is not finished with me yet.  As the grace of God continues to work in our lives let us not be so impatient with ourselves or overly critical of others.  Thank God for that restoring work in your life. There’s nothing like a restoration.
NOTHING LIKE A SERVANT!
The final push of the doorbell gets to the heart of our purpose in life. Without a purpose, life is motion without meaning: …to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. Good means something profitable that benefits others. Work reminds us that it involves effort because by nature we are selfish. Billy Graham was visiting a city for one of his crusades. He looked for a place to mail a letter.  He asked a young boy if he knew how to get to the post office. The boy gave Billy Graham the directions. Billy: Come on over to the arena tonight and I’ll tell you how to get to heaven. Boy: How can you know how to get to heaven? You don’t even know the way to the post office!  Sadly people think: I'm not perfect, but I'm doing the best I can. I try to do what's right and consider myself a good person there are plenty of people worse than me. A person is not saved by good works but a saved person works.
Advance means to make ready beforehand. God has not only prepared us for good works, but He has prepared good works for us. It’s an amazing truth that our good works have been prepared for us even before we were born. Jeremiah 1:5: Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations. David say in Psalm 139:16: All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. Two servant attitudes to build into our life as we serve God and others:
Serve with Grace: Who deserves the credit for painting a masterpiece? The Master! You wouldn’t walk into a museum and begin to take the credit for the work and dedication and talent of the artist would you? Neither should we try to take credit for the work God is doing in our lives. When we brag on God’s grace we give credit to the One to whom it belongs. Those around us are able to see God’s grace and what it can do for them by seeing what it has done for us!  We accept others by grace just as God accepted us by grace.  Acceptance is not the same thing as approval. I can accept a person that struggles with gossip, cursing, or even a drug habit. That doesn’t mean I approve of their bad habits. It means I love them and I’m open to working with them even though they’re imperfect.  That’s how God’s grace came to me. That’s how it should flow out of me. I need to be grace with skin on. I need to be a living, breathing trophy of God’s grace. I need to be God’s masterpiece on public display in the world.
It takes the grace of God to love others when they act unlovable. And we’ve all done things that make us difficult to love at one time or another. It takes the grace of God to accept others when they’re vastly different. It takes the grace 
of God to accept others with their all their warts and blemishes, and forgive those who’ve wronged us.

Serve with Faith: Faith is about commitment. We must trust Christ with our lives. Jean Francois Gravalet was the most famous acrobat of the 1800's. Known as the Great Blondin, he became famous for crossing Niagara Falls on a tightrope 1,100 feet long and 160 feet above the water. Before an amazed crowd, he pushed a wheelbarrow across while blindfolded. Then he went back out and stood on his head on the wire. Finally, he carried a man across Niagara Falls on his back. When he had put the rider down, he looked into the crowd and asked one of the men:                   Do you believe I could do that with you? The man answered: Of course. I've just seen you do it. Blondin: Hop on, I’ll carry you across. The man called back: Not on your life! He believed that Blondin could do it, but he wasn't willing to stake his life on it. Faith in Jesus means that we stake our lives on Him.


One stormy night an elderly couple entered the lobby of a small hotel and asked for a room. The clerk said they were filled, as were all the hotels in town. He said: But I can’t send a fine couple like you out in the rain. Would you be willing to sleep in my room? Next morning when the man paid his bill: You’re the kind of man who should be managing the best hotel in the United States. Someday I’ll build you one. A few years later the clerk received a letter asking him to come to New York. A round-trip ticket was enclosed. When the clerk arrived, his host took him to the corner of 5th Avenue and 34th Street, where stood a magnificent new building. That is the hotel I have built for you to manage. The man was William Waldorf Astor, and the hotel was the original Waldorf-Astoria. The young clerk, George C. Boldt, became its first manager. Serve with grace and faith. Nothing like a servant!
In 1972, NASA launched the exploratory space probe Pioneer 10. The satellite’s primary mission was to reach Jupiter, photograph the planet and its moons, and beam data to earth. Scientists regarded this as a bold plan, for at that time no earth satellite had ever gone beyond Mars.  Pioneer 10 accomplished its mission and much, much more. Swinging past the giant planet in November 1973, Jupiter’s immense gravity hurled Pioneer 10 at a higher rate of speed toward the edge of the solar system. At one billion miles from the sun, it passed Saturn. By 1997, twenty-five years after its launch, Pioneer 10 was more than six billion miles from the sun. Despite that immense distance, it continued to beam back radio signals to scientists on Earth. Perhaps most remarkable those signals emanate from an 8-watt transmitter, which radiates about as much power as a bedroom night light.  Engineers designed Pioneer 10 with a useful life of just three years. Its tiny 8-watt transmitter radio accomplished more than anyone thought possible. God made you to serve him, to do something with your life that only you can do. When we offer our little 8-watt lives to him he can make our lives into much more than we think possible! How does being God’s masterpiece change the way we live?  What is one thing you can do differently this week to live out that purpose? God created us for a purpose here and now in Stillwater, Minnesota. Live gracefully as God’s Masterpiece. AMEN!
