THE CHURCH – HOW RICH WE ARE!
#13 Honoring Authority 
May 22nd, 2011 – Ephesians 6:1-9
What comes to mind when you hear the word authority? Let me tell you what it meant for former astronaut, General Charles Duke and his experience with the Apollo 16 mission to the moon. He was asked: Once you were there, weren’t you free to make your own decisions and carry out some of your own experiments…you know, sort of do as you pleased – maybe stay a little longer if you liked? His reply: Sure, if we didn’t want to return to earth! They had calculations down to the spit second. When they landed they had plenty of fuel left. Guess how much? One minute! Whoever represents the United States in the space program has learned the importance of Honoring Authority!
Paul talks about honoring authority in Ephesians 6:1-9! Honoring authority is first learned in the home. No one can be emotionally healthy or mature until they relate properly to authority. Every parent’s goal should be to raise responsible adults who can function independently of their authority, and submit wholly to God’s. How can we honor others without honoring parents?  An astute philosopher complained: Our youth now love luxury. They have bad manners, contempt for authority, they show disrespect for their elders. They love to chatter in place of exercise. They no longer rise when elders enter the room. They contradict their parents, babble before company, gobble up their food and tyrannize their teachers. That was Socrates who made that comment some2500 years ago. Things have not changed all that much! How can respect for authority be restored to a society that seems to have lost it? The answer is quite simple: Respect for authority begins in the home.  What does it mean to honor?
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO HONOR?

Honor your father and your mother. When children honor their parents, the family will be healthy as kids learn and grow in an environment of love and acceptance. When parents honor their children, their kids will know that they’re accepted, unique, secure, and have a purpose in life. Honor is essential in all our relationships!

Honor means a heavy weight. [Hold up a barbell] It implies that we assign the greatest possible weight to a person in terms of respect by holding them in “high regard.” To honor someone is to measure his or her value on a scale and concluding that it is “heavy.” To dishonor means to treat someone as if they were light or insignificant. [Hold up cotton ball and blow it away]. In Ramsey County, Minnesota, ninth and tenth graders were interviewed recently about their dads. They were asked: What comes to mind when you think of the word ’dad’? Answers came from both ends of the spectrum. One end: I think of the word jerk. Others thought of the words angry, mad, and absent. The other end: I think of wholeness, kindness, security, safety. The weight is determined by the value.            It is not enough to just do what they say out of fear of punishment, but we are to value and honor ones position. 
Children Living At Home: When I ask children: How can you best show your love for Jesus? I usually hear answers like: pray, be good, go to church and Sunday school or tell others about Jesus. They are usually surprised when I say, those are important, but they are not the best way. The best way to show love for Jesus is by obeying your parents.  Paul said: Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. There were two boys on their way to school talking about their families. One boy said: I’ve figured out a SYSTEM for getting along with my MOM…. Its very simple--- She tells me what to do….AND I DO IT!!! Kids, I have just given you the secret to a happy childhood. OBEY! Obey comes from two words, under and to listen.  It means to listen under. What is in view here is a conscious and deliberate listening, listening so as to really hear. 
Missionary parents in the African bush teach their children to obey with no questions asked. One day a missionary Dad suddenly told his son to lie down, crawl, and run. The boy did exactly as his father instructed. The boy asked why and the dad pointed to a snake dangling from the tree. Children may not have to worry about snakes in our area, but there is such a thing as brushing your teeth, going to bed when asked, eating the proper foods so we may be physically fit and healthy. You can do as you’re told and still be rebellious at heart. A little boy was standing on the kitchen table, jumping up and down. The dad told him to get down. The boy kept jumping. The dad raised his voice and told him to get off the table and to sit down on the chair. The boy finally stopped, climbed off the table and sat on the chair, crossed his arms: I may be sitting down on the outside, but I’m standing up on the inside. Honor is an inward attitude behind the act. Want to know the punishment for disobedience in the Old Testament? 

Deuteronomy 21:18-21: 18 If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him, 19 his father and mother shall take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. 20 They shall say to the elders, “This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a profligate and a drunkard.” 21 Then all the men of his town shall stone him to death. You must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid. They didn’t stay around long did they? 
Cat and Harlan Barnard’s of Enterprise, Florida, teenage children refused to do their chores. They went on strike in early December 2004, moving out of their house and into a domed tent set up in their front driveway. The parents refused to cook, clean, or drive for their children. The strike took Benjamin (17) and Kit (12) by surprise. They came home from school on a Monday to find their mother outside with handwritten signs: Parents on Strike and Seeking Cooperation and Respect! One woman: Good for you! You should put the kids outside! Until they saw changes:        If we have to stick it out here until Christmas, then ho, ho, ho, we’re out here. I guess that beats death! 
Remember what God told Saul after he willfully disobeyed God’s will by keeping the best of the plunder rather than completely annihilating the enemy, including all living creatures. 1 Samuel 15:23: For rebellion is like the sin of divination, (witchcraft) and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD,   he has rejected you as king. It’s one of the strongest warnings in Scripture. Rebellion is in the same category as demonic involvement. Thank God for the cross or nobody would be here! I love the song: O–B–E–Y obey your mom and dad. O–B–E–Y makes them very glad.  So listen to the words they say. Obey your parent’s everyday. O–B–E–Y obey your mom and dad.  Obedience is a blessing. It may just save your life someday!
 Adult Children Living Outside The Home: Proverbs 23:22: Listen to you father, who gave you life.... Grown children are no longer under obligation to obey their parents, but they should value their advice very heavily.  Some went through a stage when they didn’t think their parents knew much of anything. A son asked his dad for an old jalopy in which to go to college. The father suggested he might like a new car, but the son insisted the family did not have the money.  Later the dad gave his son a book and asked him to read it. The boy said he would. Weeks passed and the son kept asking about a car. The dad kept asking if he had read the book. The dad eventually got the book back and opened it to the last pages to find the check that he had put there to pay for the car. The son felt ashamed and tore up the check. The father said he missed out for awhile, but could still have the car. It pays in the long run to listen to their advice.  Parents have years of experience that gives them a perspective we do not have. Seek out their advice and ask for their thoughts when you face decisions and difficulties in your life. Mark Twain: When I was a boy of fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to have the old man around. But when I got to be twenty-one, I was astonished at how much the old man had learned. 

Proverbs 23:22b: …do not despise your mother when she is old… or in Today’s English Version, when your mother is old, show her your appreciation.  Appreciate them for what they have done. A boy who was talking to a friend at school: I’m really worried; my dad works hard to provide for the needs of our home. Mom washes the clothes, prepares the meals, and keeps the house clean. Friend: What in the world are you worried about? The boy: I’m afraid they might try and ESCAPE!  We owe our parents a huge debt of gratitude. A family with a child born in 2011 can expect to spend about $250,000 to raise that child over the next 17 years. They deserve our honor for the simple reason that they have done so much for us!  Let your parents know that you appreciate what they’ve done. 

Let them know what they mean to you (phone call, a card, or a letter). I’ve never heard anyone say at a funeral:          I wish I had spent less time telling them that I loved them and appreciated what they did for me. 
Psalm 27:10: When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take care of me. Forgive their failings.  We can honor our parents for not resenting what they were not and what they did not do for you. Do not let the past ruin your life. It is time to get over it and go on with life. Most of us can find fault with something in our 
childhood.  Do not let bitterness rob you of today’s joy or the good memories you had.  Forgive and go forward!
1 Timothy 5:4, 8: But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God…If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. What word does Paul use?  Repaying! This was the first Social Security. Never was supposed to be the government’s job! God laid out a plan for taking care of the elderly in a way showing honor. Just as parents spend twenty years or so providing for the needs of their children, they in return should be willing to do whatever is necessary to care and provide for their parents if the parents are unable to do so for themselves.         2 Corinthians 12:14…children should not have to save up for parents, but parents for their children… Wise parents are good stewards of their resources, so they don’t financially burden their kids. What’s the temptation in this phase of life? To neglect parents, to call them less and less frequently, and to think about what they need less and less. Care may mean help financially. In so doing, they begin to repay the debt that they owe! 
WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF LEARNING HONOR?
Promise of Blessing: … that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.                Of all the commandments this one alone conveys a specific pledge of blessing and prosperity to those who obey it. ​ It is so vital that God Himself underscored it by the inclusion of a promise.  This is not about some kind of mystic - magical connection between long life and honoring parents. In Hebrew thinking this referred more to quality of life than quantity of life. This is not an ironclad guarantee that the reward for honoring and obeying is always a long and rich life. Some who honor and obey their parents die at a young age. But all exceptions to the rule aside, it is certainly true that obedience results in a longer, more harmonious life, and a defiant attitude always causes misery, and often causes people to die before their time. That is one awesome promise from God!

Healthy Attitude Toward Authority In Society: The structure of society is strengthened when the home is secure from deterioration at the core. Martin Luther: Out of the authority of parents all other authority is derived and developed.  1 Peter 2:13: Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men… Hebrews 13:17: Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage    to you. How we need a healthy attitude in both society and the church.

In Paul’s day the Roman Empire is estimated to have had as many as 60,000,000 slaves. One-half of the populations of large cities like Ephesus and Rome were slaves. Under Roman law, many slaves were being set free. Slaves, even while they remained the possession of their masters, could own property --- including other slaves. Slaves were used in all kinds of jobs. The Romans delegated almost all work to them. A slave could be a teacher or doctor.  Slaves were the backbone of society. In the Hebrew society, slaves had even more rights, including the right to be set free in the seventh year. In many respects, the position of bond servant could be compared with that of employee today. The position of master could also be compared with that of employers.  What is Paul really saying with the example he gives between slaves and masters? If you want to win at work honor those in authority!

Ephesians 6:5 & 8:  Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ… because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free… I heard of a man applying for a job. The manager: I'm sorry I can't hire you, but there isn't enough work to keep you busy. The applicant: You'd be surprised how little it takes. Certainly we give our best effort.        Sir Christopher Wren, one of England's greatest architects was building St. Paul's Cathedral. He was said to have taken a walk among the workers, most of whom did not know him and asked what they were doing: Anyone can see I'm cutting stone. I'm earning five shilling two-pence a day. Why, I'm helping Sir Christopher Wren build a great cathedral to the glory of God.  Our boss might be a two-legged monster, work as though you are doing it for Christ. Christians don’t compartmentalize their lives. Christ affects all areas of our life. Bring Jesus to work! 
Every day, for close to seven years, Walter "Buck" Swords cursed and stomped his feet in his favorite restaurant, Luby’s Cafeteria, demanding that he get his food exactly as he wanted it. Every day, for close to seven years, his preferred waitress, Melina Salazar, offered a patient smile and did whatever she could to help her most stubborn customer. After years of thankless service, she was rewarded. When Swords died at 89 years old, just days before Christmas (2007), he left her $50,000 and a 2000 Buick. I still can’t believe it.  After all, she says, he was always kind of mean. Amazing what a little honor will do for even the most difficult of people. As we take Jesus with us we are prepared for the most difficult of situations we may encounter in life. Let Jesus shine at work!

From honor in the home we learn how to relate to our boss, to our teachers, and to our government.  We often think an authority figure has to earn the right to be honored, and if we find an authority figure that’s imperfect or makes mistakes, we think we’re off the hook. That’s not true; we’re still bound to honor authority in our lives even when that authority is imperfect. Imperfect authority is always preferable to anarchy. There are definite limits, but we’re not off the hook if they’re imperfect. The only exception is when it is a clear violation against God’s Word. 
The way we relate to umpires, pastors, police officers, our president, teachers and bosses is a natural outgrowth of the way we relate to our parents. Connie could tell you some horror stories of kid’s lack of respect for teachers in the public schools of South Carolina. What does that tell you about the parents? The way our kids learn about honoring us is by watching how we respond to authority figures in our own lives. If we’re constantly questioning an umpire’s call, muttering derogatory statements under our breath, that’s teaching our kids how to respond to our authority.      If our kids hear us say derogatory statements about our president no matter how much he might deserve them--that affects the way our kids respond to authority. Whatever is modeled in the home will be practiced outside the home. 
A father and son were hiking.  The son spoke to his father in front: choose a good path dad, I’m right behind you.
There was a home in which a man lived with his son, daughter-in-law, and grandchildren. The meals they ate together were always a wonderful time of sharing. The grandfather just loved being there. As the years went by, the man’s health began to decline. He couldn't help as much around the house as much as he used to do. His hands began to shake. He sometimes would spill his food on the table or even on the rug. One day when he was shaking particularly badly the spoon he was holding broke his bowl, spilling food all over, on to the floor, on to the table and on to him, and on to his son. So the son gave his father a wooden bowl that could not break and for every meal would bring food to the father in his room. Several weeks later the son came home and found one of his children making a bowl out of wood. Father: It is very nice, but what will you use it for? Son: Dad, it is for you! I am saving it for when you get older and your hands begin to shake. When I see it is too hard for you to eat with us, then I will give it to you so you can eat in your room.  The words so struck the father that he was speechless. Tears started to stream down his cheeks. He went to his father’s room. Dad, I'm so sorry for what I have done. Can you ever forgive me for not giving you the respect you deserve?  That night the grandfather returned to the table.    

Honoring authority is a good barometer of our growth in our relationship with Jesus Christ. A mother: Young man, there were two cookies in the pantry this morning! May I ask how it happened that there is only one now? Boy:       It must have been so dark I didn't see the other one. Disobedience can lead to some serious consequences. Ask Saul. We have not always honored authority. Bring to the cross areas we have fallen short. Thank God for the authorities in our lives.  Write a note of thanks to show your gratitude this week. Ask God to bless our parents, policeman, pastors, bosses, president and other authority roles. Watch the blessings flow! AMEN!
