POWERFUL VERSES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
#1 Living the Gospel Edge
June 5thth, 2011 – Genesis 3:15 
This morning we begin a new series on some of the Powerful Verses of the Old Testament! I came across a child’s understanding of some Old Testament stories:  “In the beginning, which was close to the start, there wasn't anything except God, darkness and some gas. The Bible says, "The Lord, thy God, is one," but I think He has to be much older than that. Anyway, God made the world and then He said, "Give me some light," and somebody gave it to Him. He split an atom and made Eve. Adam and Eve didn't wear any clothes, but they weren't embarrassed because God hadn't invented mirrors, yet. Adam and Eve sinned by eating one bad apple and they were driven out of the Garden of Eden. I'm not sure what God drove them in because He hadn't invented cars, either…
Moses real name was Charlton Heston. Moses led the Israel lights out of Egypt because of the bad Pharaoh. God sent ten plagues on the Egyptians. Some of the plagues were mice, frogs, bugs, lice and no cable. Every day in the desert, God fed the Israel lights some manicotti. He gave them His "Top Ten" commandments. They were things like: don't lie, don't cheat, don't dance, don't smoke, don't covet your neighbor's stuff (whatever that means). He also told them to humor their fathers and mothers. Moses' best helper was Joshua. He was the first person to use spies. He fought the battle of Geritol. That's when the fence fell down on the town. One of David's sons was called Solomon. He had, like, 300 wives and 500 porcupines. They told us in Sunday School that he was a really wise man, but that doesn't sound too wise to me.” Just as the great stories of the Old Testament can have an impact on young children (even if some of the facts get confused) so may these powerful verses have an impact in our faith!
Our first verse comes from Genesis 3:15: And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel. The Message Bible: I'm declaring war between you and the Woman, between your offspring and hers. He'll wound your head, you'll wound his heel.      This is the first promise given after Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden. God reveals to us the first mention of the gospel. This first messianic promise is one of the most succinct statements of the gospel to be found anywhere. Everything else in Scripture flows from this one verse. As the acorn contains the mighty oak, so these words contain the entire plan of salvation. Some call it: the sum and summary of the whole Bible.
Today’s message is Living the Gospel Edge. Many people miss Christ in Genesis. You may not see it at first glance; Jesus came to overturn the curse of Genesis 3. He is the ultimate Seed of the Woman who would one day come to crush the serpent’s (Satan’s) ugly head. In the process his “heel” would be bruised and his body would be broken on the cross. In short, this verse predicts that Jesus would win the victory over Satan but would himself be wounded in the process. This verse is so important for us as Christians that we need to spend some time soaking in this Scripture so we can be the body of Christ that appreciates what it means Living the Gospel Edge in the world in which we live! What is the tension of the Gospel that is revealed in Genesis three?
WHAT IS THE TENSION OF THE GOSPEL? 

                                                                                                                                                             Sentence: Adam and Eve have just eaten the prohibited produce and sin has entered paradise. Their first impulse is to hide from God. Their second is to make excuses for their sin. Adam blames Eve and Eve blames the snake. The snake has no leg to stand on..  No one is willing to stand up and say: I did it. It’s my fault and I take responsibility. I remember some years ago someone backed out of their driveway and hit my car. I got out of the car and you know what the first words out of his mouth were? Why did you hit me? You got to be kidding me right. The police officer did not take his point of view either. Blame. Not my fault. We do not like to take responsibility for our actions!
Suddenly the glorious garden is not so beautiful. The entrance of sin has ruined Eden. Dark shadows fall on the ground as Adam and Eve contemplate what they have done.  Under a nearby tree the serpent lies quietly. He alone is happy. He delights in what is happening for this was his plan from the very beginning. He intended to humiliate God by ruining paradise. He has shown the whole universe that God’s great experiment would not work--that no race of beings could ever be trusted to freely obey God. Left to themselves they always disobey, even in paradise. As God surveys the moral wreckage of the fall, he immediately begins to deliver judgment. God speaks first to the serpent:
Genesis 3:14: Because you have done this, Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. God passes judgment on the serpent for his part in the fall of humanity. A biology professor put rubber reptiles on or near roads and watched how 22,000 motorists reacted to them. They put fake snakes and turtles in places where the drivers would hit them if they kept driving straight; they also put the rubber reptiles where drivers had to go out of their way to hit them. His conclusion:   There are apparently very few animals hit accidentally on the highway. A policeman crushed one of the snakes with his tires, then stopped and pulled his gun. One woman saw the snake in the road and swerved to kill it, then turned around and ran over it five more times. Snakes are not well liked! No doubt the result of the curse.
God speaks to Eve - Genesis 3:16: I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Hard to believe cute babies can cause pain! Jill, a 6-year-old, who was “helping” her father a pastor in the front yard of the parsonage. She chattered away about her Sunday school lesson on Adam and Eve.  Did you know Adam and Eve sinned?  Yep. What did God do to them as a punishment? She said: He made them have kids. God speaks to Adam – Genesis 3:17 & 19: Cursed is the ground because of you through painful toil you will eat of it  all the days of your life…until you return to the ground,  since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.. Hard word, physical death, and losing peace with God were quite a price to pay! By the way! Cremation is not a sin in case you were just wondering. It’s the soul that lives on that is important. One day we will have a new resurrection body. That will be something. Be at peace, be a good steward of the funds you have.
Sacrifice: Genesis 3:21: The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.        The covenant love of God required that innocent animals be sacrificed to provide garments of skin as a covering for Adam and Eve. Although the Bible does not say what that animal was, I believe it was a lamb. That makes sense.   Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Galatians 3:27: for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. Under the new covenant we are clothed with Christ.  Christians need to realize something—that though their sin is forgiven, and Christ took their death sentence for them; there still are consequences for sin. If we think we can treat our salvation like fire insurance, and a license to sin, we are sadly, mistaken. Some imagine a line with forgiveness at one end and consequences at the other. They think the closer they move to forgiveness the further they move from consequences. But forgiveness and consequences co-exist! They are on separate lines. God forbid that Christians willfully, knowingly sin just because they are forgiven. Cheap grace!
In Christ we have been given the GOSPEL EDGE to make a difference in the world we live in spite of the tension!
HOW DO WE LIVE THIS OUT IN OUR LIFE?

 The Christian Life Will Always Be One of Struggle: And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers. The key word is enmity, which means hostility or animosity.       There will be war. This is telling us that Eve and the serpent will never get along. If the devil thought that by deceiving her he had her in his back pocket, he was greatly mistaken. She would never join the serpent’s fan club. 
But the deeper meaning lies in the word the NIV translates as “offspring.” The word is seed, referring to the generations yet unborn that would trace their heritage back to Eve. That “seed” or offspring refers to the men and women of faith in every generation who have believed in God and eventually culminates in the person of Jesus Christ.  It’s obvious that Satan has his seed too. Throughout history in every generation, in every country, in every city, in every village, in every tribe and clan and even in many families, Satan has had his people. Who was behind the crucifixion of Jesus? It was the sinister seed of Satan. The “seed of the woman” and the “seed of the serpent” have opposed each other continuously across the centuries. That struggle continues today. 
Struggle implies effort, sweat, exertion, and difficulty. That’s why the apostle Paul uses the image of a runner, of a boxer, of a wrestler, and of a soldier. The Christian life isn’t easy; it’s hard work that demands our full commitment. Until the day we die we will struggle against temptation. Sometime we’ll win, other times we’ll lose. But, we have to be in the fight. Many believers have taken themselves out of the game. George Barna asked people to identify their most important goal in life, not a single person said they wanted to be a committed follower of Christ. Don’t get discouraged because the Christian life isn’t easy. Determine to be fully devoted to Christ no matter how hard it gets. It’s not supposed to be easy. We’re at war. Life is hard, times are difficult, and the enemy is attacking on every side. Salvation is free, but no one gets a free ride to heaven.
Victories Do Not Come Without Wounds: God then says to the serpent: … he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel. Let’s compare these two phrases for a moment: heel vs. the head and striking vs. crushing. When Jesus died on the cross, he delivered a crushing blow to Satan. It was a total mismatch. Heel wounds are painful but they don’t kill you. No one survives a crushed head. The Cross was God’s deathblow against Satan.        Victory belongs to the woman’s seed – Jesus Christ but His victory is not without wounds.
Ever had a heel spur, or pulled your Achilles’ tendon?  You know how painful this can be. We normally don’t think about heels until we start having problems. But what happens? You end up on crutches, taking painkillers and perhaps having surgery. Heel trouble slows you down. But it doesn’t kill you. You can live with heel problems even through you have to hobble around.  When our text says “you” will strike “his” heel, it has two-fold reference.
First, when Christ died on the cross, Satan struck his heel. Where on his body were the nails pounded in? His hands and his feet--right through his heels. On Friday about sundown, when they took the dead body of Jesus down from the cross, it appeared that Satan had won the battle. On Sunday morning, the true Victor walked out of the grave, alive from the dead. Jesus Christ is risen! Satan delivered a terrible blow to Jesus on Good Friday. No doubt he thought he had thrown a knockout punch. But he was wrong. All he did was strike Jesus on the heel. 
Second, it refers to the fact that in this life Satan sometimes wins the battle. He has many tools in his arsenal and he shoots them at the people of God 24 hours a day. Interestingly, according to the WebMD web site, the most frequent causes of heel pain do no result from a single injury, but by repetitive or excessive heel pounding. Sometimes we are “wounded” by excessive discouragement, repetitive criticism, unbridled anger, full-bore bitterness, or perhaps by cherished plans that go astray, dreams that never come true, projects that never come to fruition, goals that somehow are frustrated despite our best efforts. The Christian life is not a bed of roses. Not only is there continual conflict, but the bad guys win a fair number of the battles. The evil one uses repetitive and excessive blows to break us down.  
If it pleased the Lord to bruise his own Son, how shall we escape the abrasions of life? In the 1976 Summer Olympics, Shun Fujimoto competed in the team gymnastics competition for Japan. In a quest for the gold medal, Fujimoto suffered a broken right knee in the floor exercise. But his injury did not stop him, for during the next week he competed in his strongest event, the rings. His routine was excellent, but he astounded everyone by squarely dismounting with a triple somersault twist on a broken right knee. When asked concerning his feat: Yes, the pain shot through me like a knife. It brought tears to my eyes. But now I have a gold medal and the pain is gone. This is a picture of what every victorious Christian goes through. Remember that God is large and He’s in charge! Friends, there is no victory without wounding, and there is no progress without pain.
The Key to Living the Gospel Edge is Surrender: We see this illustrated in the life of Abraham. Genesis 22:2: Then God said, Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about. Can you even imagine? Just as Abraham is about to fulfill this most difficult request the angel of the LORD says: Do not lay a hand on the boy… Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son. Abraham named that place: The LORD Will Provide (Jehovah Jireh). Provide means to see. God will see the lamb. God will see what we need and will provide for us. It is interesting to me that it is on the mountains of Moriah that Jerusalem was built. Later the temple built under Solomon. Also in this area Jesus was crucified. 

After Abraham encountered Jehovah Jireh on Mount Moriah, all of God’s promises were released in his life. Surrender requires faith. A house was on fire with a little girl trapped in her upstairs bedroom. As she leaned out the window, her father, who was on the ground said: Jump. I’ll catch you. The little girl was afraid: I can’t see you!     The Father shouted: That’s OK. I can see you. She jumped to safety not because she could see but because she trusted the voice of her father who told her to jump. She was willing to let go. And it was in letting go that she was ultimately provided for. Is there anything you’re holding on to today? What is your Isaac? It may be a worry.           It might be a person or a possession. One problem is that we have taken possession of what God has loaned us in the first place. Sometimes we fail to recognize God’s provision. A man was trapped on a roof during flood conditions.  A helicopter flew by and dropped a ladder. Man: No thanks God will provide. He refused a boat and a dog with life jacket. The man drowns and complains in heaven God did not provide even when he had great faith. God: But I did. I sent you the helicopter, boat and dog. What are we doing in our life that demonstrates we trust God will provide?
Call out to Jehovah Jireh by name and ask for His provision. But make sure you have first settled the issue of preeminence. Who is most significant to you? Who or what occupies first place in your heart? It’s as we surrender what is most important that we will discover that God is most important, and trust He will provide for us in a profound way. When you go through a season of testing, remember that Jehovah sees! When your month outlasts your money, God will provide. Whey you’re feeling overwhelmed, God will provide. When you’re troubled, trust in Jehovah Jireh. When our life has more questions than answers, trust the Lord will provide.

This month begins our CONNECTIONS classes. I’m asking us to surrender two hours so that we might better understand together our mission - Proclaiming Christ in a Changing World, and our vision of following  Jesus Christ as we REJOICE in worship, RELATE in fellowship & RESPOND in service. Four Sundays have been set aside starting at 10:30 right after worship. Those that are not able will have an opportunity to connect in the fall There will be plenty of time to ask questions, get you picture taken, learn something new about others in the Risen Christ family. Looking forward to seeing you! The key to Living the Gospel Edge is surrender!
One Sunday a pastor got up into the pulpit and pulled out an old, beat-up rusty bird cage. He explained how he had come by the cage. That week he had encountered a boy of about 10 years old carrying this cage containing several miserable small birds that the boy had obviously trapped for some reason. Curious, he asked the boy what he was intended to do with them! I’m going to play with them...have some fun with them. Oh, I have some cats at home, and they like birds. That didn’t set too well with the pastor so he struck a bargain with the boy for the birds. When the boy was out of sight, he opened the cage and set the birds free. The pastor told how Satan boasted he had baited a trap and caught a world full of people. Jesus: What are you going to do with them! Satan: I’m going to play with them, tease them; make them marry and divorce, and fight and kill one another. Jesus: When you get tired of playing with them what will you do with them then! Satan: Condemn them. They’re no good anyway. Jesus asked what Satan would take for them. Satan: You can’t be serious. They would just spit on you. They’d hit you and hammer nails into You. They’re no good. Jesus: How much? Satan: All your tears and all your blood; that’s the price. Jesus paid the price, took the cage, and opened the door. That’s our power and encouragement for Living the Gospel Edge. Amen!
