THE SPIRIT OF PENTECOST
Pentecost 2011 – John 7:37-39
Today is Pentecost Sunday! Some of you are not sharing in my enthusiasm! I don’t have any catchy phrases like Easter. This day is important, because Pentecost is the birthday of the Church, & God has given us the wonderful opportunity of being a part of it. A 747 was halfway across the Atlantic when the captain got on the loudspeaker: Attention, passengers. We have lost one of our engines, but we can certainly reach London with the three we have left. Unfortunately, we will arrive an hour late as a result.  An hour later the captain announced: Sorry, but we lost another engine. Still, we can travel on two. I’m afraid we will now arrive two hours late.  An hour later: We just lost our third engine, but please be assured we can fly with only one. We will now arrive in London three hours late. One passenger became furious: If we lose another engine, we’ll be up here all night!  Someone said it this way:
The average Christian and Church are somewhere bogged down between Calvary and Pentecost. They have been to Calvary for Pardon, but have not been to Pentecost for Power. This morning let’s try to get a better handle on   The Spirit of Pentecost!  Bethlehem means God with Us. Calvary means God for Us. Pentecost means  God in Us.  Just as a jet plane needs engine power to fly, Christians need the Holy Spirit to live the Christian life. The Holy Spirit is often the neglected person of the Trinity. What’s the Spirit’s role in the old versus new covenant?
OLD VERSUS NEW COVENANT
The Spirit Came upon Individuals Under the Old Covenant: As we look at the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament we see the Holy Spirit was upon certain individuals. In today’s Old Testament lesson Numbers 11:25: Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke with him, and he took of the Spirit that was on him and put the Spirit on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but they did not do so again. Isn’t that interesting? The Spirit that was upon Moses came upon 70 others. When Joshua heard that two more men were prophesying he asked Moses to stop them. Moses said:  Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the LORD’s people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!  The Holy Spirit came upon the 70 for a purpose. We who are believers have the Holy Spirit – for a purpose. What does He have in mind for us?
To remind us that the church exists for mission. The mission of connecting people to Jesus Christ as we learn to work together in this mission as a team. Together Everyone Achieves More. Herman Ostry bought a piece of land with a barn near a creek in Bruno, Nebraska.  A flood put 29" of water into the barn, and he wanted to move it to higher ground.  One if his sons estimated the barn weighed 19,000 lbs (9 ½ tons).  Figured it would take (344) people with each person lifting 55 lbs. to move the barn.  They made a grid of steel tubing with handles attached to the barn so each could lift.  The town of Bruno, Nebraska planned this move as a part of their centennial celebration July 29-31, 1988.  Local television cameras and 4,000 people from eleven states watched. The project took 20 minutes as 344 people moved the barn 50 yards. When a man called to check the accuracy of the story the farmer’s wife said: You forgot one thing. They turned it too (check out on YouTube). Just like the folks in Bruno, Nebraska, focused on the mission of giving an old barn a lift, imagine what the Lord can do through us at Risen Christ as the Holy Spirit turns our attention to the mission of Proclaiming Christ in a Changing World. That is why we exist as a church! No other reason!  It’s all about the mission of the Gospel of forgiveness in Jesus Christ! 
The Spirit indwells Believers Under the New Covenant: Think about something with me for a moment. This will heighten our respect for the ministry of the Holy Spirit. Christians have been known to fight for the deity of Christ and certainly we should. But what about the deity of the Holy Spirit? In Acts 5:1-5 is a seldom – mentioned story about Ananias and Sapphira who paid the ultimate price for their double standards.  Woven into their brief biography is a statement of the Spirit’s deity: Then Peter said: Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land?... You have not lied to men but to God.   When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened.  They lied to God the Holy Spirit! Let’s just take a moment to ponder what it means to have the presence of the living God indwelling us as believers. The third member of the Godhead, the invisible, God, is actually living inside our being. His limitless capabilities are resident within you. He indwells us. 

Consider the following questions: You think you can’t handle what life throws at you? You think you can’t stand firm or when necessary, stand alone in your life? You think you can’t handle the lure of life’s temptations? You think that you are about to crumble under the pressures surrounding us at all times? Alone we most certainly fail!
But with the very power and presence of God, you can handle it. All the pressure will be shifted and the weight transferred from you to Him. It’s a radically different way to live. Because the Holy Spirit is God He can handle it!

I don’t know how the Holy Spirit does all He does I just know He does! A teacher asked his 5th graders: Does anyone here understand how electricity works? Jimmy: I knew last night but this morning I’ve forgotten! Like electricity, I need Him, though I cannot fully explain how He works. How we need to grow in our relationship with God the Holy Spirit, even though our ability to explain His ministry is quite limited. The deeper we look into God’s Word the more there is to discover. Let’s look at the ministry the Holy Spirit accomplishes!
 MINISTRY THE HOLY SPIRIT ACCOMPLISHES

Among Non – Christians: You may be surprised to know the Holy Spirit is involved among unbelievers. Paul talks about His work of restraining sin. 2 Thessalonians 2:7: For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. Do you have any idea how much evil would be on this earth if the Spirit of God were suddenly removed? His omnipresence is like a bubble of invisible restraint. He holds a great deal of evil in check. If His presence would be removed, literally all hell would break loose on this globe. Thankfully, He currently restrains sin. 
Jesus said in John 16:8-11: When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. The Holy Spirit convicts the world of guilt in regard to sin, righteousness, and judgment. I am comforted when I read that. It frees me from trying to convince folks about their standing before a Holy God. Convict means to refute an adversary completely. To prove guilt so as to bring an acknowledgment of the truth of the charge. It implies a successful action against an opponent that results in establishing guilt.

First in regard to sin. We don’t have to put out a big sign in our front yard: I’m going to heaven and you’re going to hell! We do not have to convince people of sin. That’s the Spirit’s job. His convincing work is much more effective than ours will ever be. The Spirit does not merely ACCUSE men of sin; He brings an inescapable sense of guilt so that they realize their helplessness before God. Remember when Nathan the prophet came to David after covering up his sin for a year? I have sinned. Guilty as charged! Folks without Christ (Christians too) run away from their guilt through various addictions, through travel, activity, or education. It’s the inescapable guilt that haunts them.

The Spirit convicts also in regard to righteousness.  He is like the prosecuting attorney saying: These are the facts. Here is the evidence. All these things demonstrate guilt. The unbeliever can no way measure up to God’s righteous demands. Catalina Island lies 26 miles off the California shoreline. Some folks may be able to jump several feet off the pier but none can jump all the way to Catalina. Got to take a boat.  The Spirit of God makes it clear that all have sinned a fallen short of perfection. Without Jesus Christ there is no hope for that separated condition.
And judgment! The ruler of this world (Satan) stands judged at the cross. Each tick of the clock moves him closer to his doom. How many ever played checkers or chess.  Those who are rather good at those games might say something like: Before you take your hands off, you wann take that move back? Those who of us are stubborn say: NO! It’s either checkmate or game over. That the way it is with the devil. Every move Satan makes is simply one move closer to the end of the game. The prince of the world stands judged. What’s true of Satan is true of the unbeliever. When human sin is confronted by Christ’s righteousness, condemnation is self – evident. Every day the lost is one day closer to judgment. The reason we are taking our time on this today is so that as we fulfill our mission: Proclaiming Christ to a Changing World we realize we have nothing to fear. We share the Good News of the bridge of hope in Jesus Christ for all who believe. It’s not our job to convince but the Spirit to get on that bridge! There is no such thing as failure! Except failing to stand up for Jesus. Takes all the pressure off don’t you think?
Among Christians: Jesus said in John 7: 37-39: On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.  Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.  By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.     Our lives are to become like a river, not a reservoir.

A natural example of this point can be found by looking at the two seas in the Holy Land. The Sea of Galilee freely receives and gives out water. It has an abundance of life, nurturing many different kinds of fish and plant life. The water from the Sea of Galilee is carried by way of the Jordan River to the Dead Sea. But the Dead Sea only takes water in and does not give out. There is nothing living, no fish or plant life in the Dead Sea. The powerful life giving waters of the Sea of Galilee become dead when mixed with the hoarded waters of the Dead Sea. We are not to be like the Dead Sea, but we are to be a great river. We are not to be like a swamp, but we are to be a refreshing stream. 

Who is the most Christ –like person you know? How would you describe them? There is a contagious joy. They are always concerned about others above themselves. Why are they? Because streams of living water is flowing. The love, peace, joy, and patience of Christ will flow in these rivers. The compassion of Christ will flow in these rivers. The desire to connect others to Christ will flow in these rivers. I was reminded of a chorus: Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me (2xs). Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me, Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt Me: Peter said in Acts 2:38-39: Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call. A melted Christian is able to come to the cross daily in repentance. They are able to pray: Lord have mercy upon me because I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. I repent of my sin. Forgive me. By your grace you receive me as your forgiven son & daughter.       I have no doubt that your love me and are for me. Help me live as your forgiven child in the world.  What is the evidence of a melted heart? The ability to forgive quickly and not carry bitterness or a grudge in our relationships inside and outside the church. Do you have thick walls around your life, barriers of resistance that keep you distant from somebody? To break through those walls a melting process is needed. The Holy Spirit desires to heal strained relationships. If that describes you today will you ask the Spirit of God to melt you?
Mold Me: Jesus said in John 16:6-7: Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief. But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go,      I will send him to you. There are times in life when we are filled with grief. There are times when life gets very painful. There are times our circumstances are so overwhelming that we are convinced that we simply cannot go on. 
A small boy is sent to bed by his father. Five minutes later...Dad...I’m thirsty. Can you bring me a drink of water?   Dad: No. You had your chance. Lights out. After several more attempts dad said: If you ask again, I’ll spank you!! Five minutes later...Dad when you come in to spank me, can you bring a drink of water? When life spanks us 
the Holy Spirit comforts us in our sorrows, pain, and worries as He shapes us and molds us into Jesus image.  Molding is not always fun, and often involves pain. But the results are out of this world if we welcome hardship knowing our comforter will be with us. What is you attitude toward pain and suffering? 
Fill Me: That first Pentecost Acts 2:4 tells us: All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit…There is an empowering of God’s grace in our lives so that we may live as God’s people in the world. Someone said: Power is the ability to achieve purpose. These early Christians faced poverty, persecution, and the threat of death almost daily. Yet nothing could stop them from spreading the good news of Jesus Christ. Someone drew up a profile of what the First Church in Jerusalem was like. See if this sounds like a recipe for success:

It was located in the wrong place and most of the people looked on members with scorn and ridicule. They did not have a building in which to meet. They were limited financially – most of the members were poor and the church was constantly on the verge of poverty. The members were not trained for the jobs they were having to do. Their membership was small – only 120 people. The treasurer had just run off with the money. Their leader (Peter) had a way of putting his foot in his mouth and was constantly upsetting folks. Two of their leaders (James & John) had no spiritual depth – only enthusiasm. There were divisions among the members and several were forced to leave and move elsewhere. The one thing the church did have was the empowering of the Holy Spirit. And with all these problems the church still connected 3,000 people to Christ in one service. That first church should have failed.
They would have had they been operating under their own power. Nothing in the church can substitute for God’s Spirit - no person or program – as dynamic or effective as they may be can fill us and lift us like God’s Spirit.      That same power is available today. Will you pray daily for the Spirit to fill you with peace and power?
Use Me: Peter went from denying Christ to declaring Christ.  One of Simon Peter’s friends probably came up to him after that first sermon and slapped him on the back and said: I didn’t know you had it in you. Peter might have replied: It wasn’t me; it was the Holy Spirit. He went from being a feeble fisherman in to a faithful servant of Jesus. The Holy Spirit wants to use us also. We are not transformed by God’s grace to form a country club for the baptized.

We are transformed by God’s grace to form a mission outpost for the non - baptized.  
Have you ever heard of Rockin’ Rollin Stewart?  How many of you have ever watched a sporting event, & have seen the giant sign saying "John 3:16?" Rockin’ Rollin Stewart is responsible for that happening. "Rockin’" is a nick name. His name is Rollin Stewart. His story appeared in Peoples Magazine a few years ago, & it is a fascinating. Rollin was a drunk, an alcoholic. He became a Christian, & God healed him of his alcoholism. One day, the idea struck him that if he could just get into major sporting events & put the Word of God before the people, it would be seen by thousands, & maybe even millions of people. So for a number of years he & his wife, Margaret, & a friend William James, lived a very simple life. They averaged driving 55,000 miles a year in an old beat up van, telling their story, & using the money they collected to buy tickets for major sporting events to hang out a sheet saying, "John 3:16." Don’t you wonder how many tens of thousands have turned to John 3:16 & read: For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son because of Rockin’ Rollin Stewart? Sadly, with increasing notoriety, Rollin’s spiritual life deteriorated, and went to prison. A possible lesson to us is that God has the capacity to use even the most flawed vessels to make a difference in the kingdom. How is God using you to reach a lost world?

What are the five biggest challenges facing you in your life these days? Thank God for His Holy Spirit living in us. Yield your challenges to the Holy Spirit’s control and to His invisible limitless power as you ask him to bring His comfort in to your life. Sing this simple chorus this week. Make it the prayer of your heart. Write out specific ideas about what each one of these aspects of the Sprit’s ministry could apply to your life. Sing it now. AMEN!
