POWERFUL VERSES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
#3 Prosper In Times of Change
June 26th, 2011 – Joshua 1:8-9  
What comes to mind when you hear the word change? Change can bring a mix of feelings: Some embrace change. Others have caution. Others are resistant!  How many Lutherans does it take to change a light bulb? 1. Appoint a committee to study the issue and report back at the next meeting. 2. We are to fear and love God that we cannot by our own effort or understanding comprehend the replacement of an electromagnetic photon source. By faith, NOT by our efforts (effected toward the failed worldly incandescence), that we truly see, and that our own works cannot fully justify us in the presence of Jesus Christ. Of course, it is still dark. 3. None. Lutherans don't believe in change. 
Change continues to happen at an increasing rate. More information has been produced in the last thirty years than in the previous five thousand years. Ninety per cent of all the items in the supermarket today did not exist ten years ago. Fifty per cent of college graduates are going into jobs which did not exist when they were born.  Some 90 % of the businesses in the United States today were started in the last twenty five years.  There isn’t a cell in our body today that was there seven years ago. If nothing ever changed, there'd be no butterflies. Life’s one constant - change.
John Kennedy: Change is the law of life. And those who look only to the past or present are certain to miss the future.  Winston Churchill: There is nothing wrong with change, if it is in the right direction! Charles Swindoll: We cannot change our past. We can not change the fact that people act in a certain way. We can not change the inevitable. The only thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude. Today’s powerful   O. T. verse from Joshua tells us how we can Prosper in Times of Change.  
LET GO OF YESTERDAY BY GRACE
Joshua 1:1-2: 1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. After Moses death God asks Joshua to let go of yesterday and look forward to tomorrow. That is how you prosper, by letting go. I remember a phrase from an old Beatles song: Yesterday, all my troubles seemed so far away, now it looks as though they're here to stay, oh, I believe in yesterday. What a lousy way to live life.  No doubt Joshua learned a great deal from the past grace he received in the desert. We can learn and grow from yesterday.  We can appreciate all the God has done for us in the past.  We are not to believe in yesterday.   We are to let it go of yesterday and look for fresh grace today.
As we live in relationship with Christ we learn to LET GO of yesterday’s sins so we can look forward each day to experiencing the forgiven life by grace. That is also how we handle change.  On April 12, 1945, Franklin Delano Roosevelt's heart stopped. Upon hearing that Roosevelt was dead, a stunned Harry Truman said to Eleanor Roosevelt: Is there anything I can do for you? Mrs. Roosevelt replied: Is there anything we can do for you, for you are the one in trouble now. We now have the luxury of looking back and knowing that Truman did just fine as president. Not always easy to let go of yesterday! Change brings new responsibilities to our lives. 
Someone said:  When we have more memories than dreams, life is over.  When we have more memories than dreams we will have a difficult time prospering when change occurs. When centenarians (over 100) were asked what is your secret to long life most said: Faith in Jesus Christ. Learn how to handle change.  We can never be content with what was or is! We must crave what can be!  If you want to be distressed - look within.  If you want to be defeated - look back.  If you want to be distracted - look around. If you want to be destined - look ahead.
Clarence and his girlfriend took a picnic lunch out to a picturesque island in the middle of a small lake. He rowed them out to the island, dragged the boat onto shore, and spread their picnic supplies beneath a shade tree. She said: Clarence, you forgot the ice cream. He rowed to shore bought the ice cream, and rowed back to the island.  Clarence, you forgot the chocolate syrup. Clarence got back into that boat and returned with the syrup. As he rowed back toward the island, suddenly he stopped. He sat there in the boat the rest of the afternoon, fascinated by an idea. By the end of that afternoon, Clarence Evinrude had invented the outboard motor. Just as Clarence let go of past ways of thinking to invent the outboard motor, so we must let go of negative thinking, or anything that prevents us from prospering during change. Don’t be satisfied being a rowboat Christian. Look forward to prospering!
In attempting to recruit John Sculley, the 38-year old President of Pepsi-cola, Steve Jobbs, Founder of Apple Computer, issued a tremendous challenge to Sculley. He asked: Do you want to spend the rest of your life selling sugared water or do you want a chance to change the world?  In a way that is what the month of June has been about here at Risen Christ with the Connections Class. What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus Christ? Do we want to live a sugar water type of Christian life or do we really want to do something that has eternal consequences?  
God wanted Israel to move forward into a land flowing with milk and honey not just surviving in the desert. But it is safe in the desert. A ship in harbor is safe, but that is not what ships are for. God has so much more for us. Some Christians are bound by regrets of the past. We can’t run the Christian race running backward. Other Christians are distracted by the successes of the past. Both hinder us from going forward.  Is there something you need to let go of today so you can move forward in your life? LET GO of yesterday to be all Christ wants us to be today by grace! 
LAY HOLD OF HIS PROMISES TODAY BY FAITH
Joshua 1:3: I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses.... Joshua had faith. When Israel spied out Canaan 40 years before, only he and Caleb put their faith in God and believed that they could conquer the land. Joshua knew that God always fulfills His promises. Notice that God put the promise in the present tense? I will give you the land and more as you lay hold of it today by faith.
Christians have the benefit of knowing God keeps His promises. We have the entire Bible to read and discover all the promises that have been fulfilled. 2 Corinthians 1:20: For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. All the promises of God are fulfilled in Jesus and He is the One we have been looking for. In Him we find the “Yes” answer to our questions: Was He the Promised One who would take away the sins of the world? Is He our every present help in times of need? Does He provide direction for us in our lives? A little boy came to the Washington monument and noticed a guard! I want to buy it. Guard: How much do you have? Boy: Thirty-five cents. Guard: You need to understand three things.  First, thirty-five cents is not enough to purchase the monument, in fact thirty five million dollars is not enough. Second, the Washington Monument is not for sale. And third, if you are a citizen, you already own it.     Let’s look at four promises that are ours that we are to lay hold of by faith?  
I Will Be With You: Joshua 1:5:  No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. God doesn’t say to Joshua: Look, Joshua, go out there; see what you can do, take good notes, and report back to me. He said: I will be with you. Joshua had the assurance that God would be with him. We have that very same assurance God will be with us today. We are assured every Sunday in the words: Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Mark was an Air Force officer whose wife Susan was left blind by a medical misdiagnosis. She was still bitter after a year. When she was ready to return to work he said he would watch over her as she learned to take the bus.  The day finally came when she was ready to take the trip on her own. On Friday morning of the first week she was paying her fair the driver said: It must feel so good to be taken care of and protected like you are. She had no idea what the driver was talking about. What do you mean? The driver answered: You know, every morning for the past week, a fine looking gentleman in a military uniform has been standing across the corner watching you when you get off the bus.           He makes sure you cross the street safely and he watches you until you enter your office building. Then he blows you a kiss, gives you a little salute and walks away. You are one lucky lady. God watches over us in just the same way. We may not know He is present. We may not be able to see His face, but He is there nonetheless! Be blessed in this thought: God Loves us and is with us - even when we are not looking. Lay hold of that promise by faith today!
 I Will Challenge You: Joshua 1:6: Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. It is very interesting that God repeats to Joshua to be strong and courageous three more times (vs. 7, 9, and 19). The word courage means be alert to what’s going on around us
Courage is seen in the person whose back is against the wall, when the odds are against them, when the pressure is on, when the flaming arrows are close, when the pain is intense, when the attack is at hand. Courage is a quality of mind or spirit that challenges us to meet danger, opposition, or the stuff of life with fearlessness, and calmness. Someone who has courage may still feel afraid but--through the power of God--can act with confidence. 
In the northeastern United States codfish are a big commercial business. There is a market for eastern cod all over the United States, but especially, in certain sections of California. When they first started shipping to California, the cod-fishermen had some real problems. At first they froze the cod, and then shipped them, but freezing took away a lot of the flavor. So they experimented with shipping them alive, in tanks of seawater, but that proved even worse. Not only was it more expensive, the cod still lost its flavor and, in addition, became soft and mushy. Finally, some creative person came up with this solution.... The codfish were placed in a tank of water along with their natural enemy--the catfish. From the time the cod left the East Coast until it arrived on the west coast, those ornery catfish chased the cod all over the tank. But, when the cod arrived at the market, they were as fresh as when they were first caught.  Each of us is in a tank and God also allows some "catfish" to bring enough tension in our lives. In that he challenges to be strong and courageous, as we are kept alive, alert, fresh and growing in Christ!
The inconveniences, interruptions, and disagreeable people that come into our lives are all parts of God's process to shape our character so we will be more useful in advancing His Kingdom. Being of courage means we understand why the catfish are in our tanks.  To be prosperous, we must understand and accept the challenge that the catfish in our live are part of God's plan of producing Christ – likeness in us. 
Ever feel like you’re facing an uphill battle? Ever feel like the odds are against you? There are hundreds of times in our lives when we’re faced with situations that, to our eyes, seem impossible! Five year old Johnny’s mom asked him to go into the pantry and get her a can of tomato soup, but he didn’t want to go alone.  It’s dark in there and    I’m scared. She challenged him: Jesus will be with you. Johnny walked hesitantly to the door and slowly opened it.     He peeked inside, saw it was dark, and started to leave when all at once an idea came: Jesus, if you’re in there, would you hand me that can of tomato soup. Be strong and courageous challenges our God. There are outward circumstances like illnesses and disabilities, broken relationships, financial hardships, the loss of a job, etc. Then there’s the inner conflicts that test our faith, like attacks on our personal integrity, remaining faithful when no one is looking, enduring the sting of loneliness and separation, standing alone when you’re misunderstood. It is at these times as well our God challenges us to be strong and courageous. Lay hold of that promise by faith.
I Will Direct You: Joshua 1:7-8: … Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. Have I not commanded you?  Notice careful is said twice. We can’t pick and choose when we apply His Word to our lives. I want to be forgiven but not forgive. We must be consistently careful, to live out in our lives what we believe in our hearts.  God will direct us but we are responsible to obey that word. 
A recent college graduate signed a contract to teach in a school about an hour away from her home town. She received another offer from a school just 10 minutes away from her home. She broke the original contract, to be closer to where she wanted to live. Her pastor viewed this breaking of a contract as a serious lapse of Christian conduct, so he went to the girl, and read Psalm 15:1& 4b: LORD, who may dwell in your sanctuary? Who may live on your holy hill?... who keeps his oath, even when it hurts…Her action damaged the reputation of her pastor & the professor, who had both helped her get her first job...When the professor asked  her justification for breaking the original contract, she said: I have a peace about it. The professor: Isn't that lovely? You’ve got the peace and I've got the pieces. The Bible gave her some specific directions on how to act in this situation. But because she chose to ignore it, she did a huge damage to the name of Jesus Christ with the professors of her department, the school she had originally agreed to teach in, her church, and the university which trained her.
Dietrich Bonheoffer: Because I am a Christian, therefore, every day in which I do not penetrate more deeply into the knowledge of God’s Word in Holy Scripture is a lost day for me. I can only move forward with certainty upon the firm ground of the Word of God. And, as a Christian, I learn to know the Holy Scriptures in no other way than by hearing the Word preached and by prayerful meditation. Mediate means to mumble, as reading in the ancient world was always audible, not silent. This is why God said the Law should not leave mouth, instead of mind or heart. If we wish to live lives obedient to God, we must meditate on His Word. Like a cow chewing its cud, you must reflect on the truth of God’s Word. As a congregation I have encouraged you to take part in the Connections Class. To fulfill our mission God Word tells us to REJOICE in worship, RELATE in fellowship, and RESPOND    in service. That is what God’s word directs a follower of Jesus Christ should look like.  

A battleship lookout noted a light in the dark, foggy night. After noting the light’s coordinates, the captain recognized his ship was on a collision course with that other vessel: We are on a collision course, change course   20 degrees. The return signal: Advise you change course 20 degrees. Reply: I’m a captain. Reply: I’m a Seaman second class. The captain is furious: I’m a battleship. The reply: I’m a lighthouse. Your call.  The voice we listen to will determine the direction we will walk. Listen to your emotions and remain in a spiritual desert. Listen to the world and be intimidated.  Listen to negativism and be distracted. Listen to God and be directed. Lay hold of that!
I Will Hold You Together:  Joshua 1:9: Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go. The meaning of the phrase is not fully understood until you grasp the picture that the word discouraged paints. In Jeremiah 14:4 we have the exact same word–discouraged used in its most picturesque form: The ground is cracked because there is no rain in the land; the farmers are dismayed and cover their heads. The word translated, cracked, is the same word translated discouraged. In the middle of a drought, you would see discouraged ground. Discouraged means to shatter.      When the major difficulties of life hit us and it feels like our life is being shattered into a million pieces remember:    I will hold you together.  That is the power of the cross that heals our lives shattered by sins curse. Those who        let go and lay hold prosper in times of change. Are you?  An unknown college student wrote The Road of Life:
At first, I saw God as my observer, my judge, keeping track of the things I did wrong, so as to know whether I merited heaven or hell when I die. He was out there, sort of like a president. I recognized His picture when I saw it, but I really didn't know Him. But later on when I met Christ, it seemed as though life were rather like a bike ride, but it was a tandem bike, and I noticed that Christ was in the back helping me pedal. I don't know just when it was that He suggested we change places, but life has not been the same since. When I had control. I knew the way. It was rather boring, but predictable...It was the shortest distance between two points. But when He took the lead, He knew delightful long cuts, up mountains, and through rocky places at breakneck speeds, it was all I could do to hang on!! Even though it looked like madness, He said, "Pedal!" I worried and was anxious and asked, "Where are you taking me?" He laughed and didn't answer, and I started to learn to trust. I forgot my boring life and entered into the adventure. And when I'd say, "I'm scared," He'd lean back and touch my hand. He took me to people with gifts that I needed, gifts of healing, acceptance and joy. They gave me their gifts to take on my journey, my Lord's and mine. And we were off again. He said, "Give the gifts away; they're extra baggage, too much weight." So I did, to the people we met, and I found that in giving I received, and still our burden was light.  I did not trust Him, at first, in control of my life. I thought He'd wreck it; but He knows bike secrets, knows how to make it bend to take sharp corners, jump it to clear high rocks, and flies it over scary chasms. And I am learning to keep quiet and pedal in the strangest places, and I'm beginning to enjoy the cool breeze on my face with my delightful constant companion, Christ. And when I'm sure I just can't do anymore, He just smiles and says...Pedal. That’s prospering! AMEN!
