POWERFUL VERSES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

#4 God’s Guiding Hand
July 3rd, 2011 – Proverbs 3:5-6
A grandmother asked her granddaughter a question about the dress she was making for her senior prom: Do you want a sleeveless dress or do you what one with sleeves. The granddaughter was unable to decide.  As the prom drew near the grandmother still had no answer so she said: Come back in five days and your dress will be ready. When the granddaughter arrived she found a dress that had one long sleeve and the other side sleeveless. In this case it turned out very well for the dress was very popular.  Indecision often does not leave us with good results. 

Decisions – Decisions – Decisions – we are faced with them every day. Some of them are big and some of them are small – but they still must be made. Some simple: What should I wear today? Others complex: What career should I pursue?  In a nationwide poll of 5,000 churchgoers, people were asked: What topic would you most like to hear your pastor preach on? The number one subject matter was Bible prophecy. The second most asked about topic was how to understand God’s will. Today’s message is God’s Guiding Hand our fourth Powerful O.T. Verse:
Proverbs 3:5-6: 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. God wants to guide our lives and help us in making wise decisions.  A woman driving from Duluth to the Twin Cities ran into a snowstorm. She was completely lost and then peered ahead and saw a snowplow. She decided to follow it and kept as close to the machine as she could while it removed snow from the road. After some time, the plow stopped, and its driver got out and walked over to her car: Where are you going? She said: Twin Cities! Man: You’ll never get there following me! I’m plowing a parking lot!  In order to get to our destinations, we must make sure we’re on the right road. God wants us to know His will more than we want to know it and He takes personal responsibility to see that we discover it. God does not play hide and seek with His children. He delights in revealing His purpose and plans if we’re serious about His guiding hand! 

COMMON MYTHS ABOUT GUIDANCE
God’s Will is Hard to FIND: While many of us struggle with trying to figure out what God wants us to do in specific situations, much of what He desires is already revealed in the Bible. God’s will for all people is that they come into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 1 Timothy 2:4: …who wants all men to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth.  From that foundation we are able to REJOICE in our love for God in worship. RELATE in fellowship with others in God’s Word. RESPOND in service to others inside & outside the church. The Bible has already revealed God’s will in many situations. A Christian should not marry an unbeliever. 2 Corinthians 6:14:  Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? God’s will is not hard to find. It is our responsibility to study and search the scriptures.  As we study God’s Word He is faithful to reveal His will for our lives. How diligent are you?
God Wants Us to Know Everything About the FUTURE: God does not tell us everything about the future – if He did – where would faith be? God does not reveal what’s coming next week or next month or next year. We don’t even know what tomorrow holds. Psalm 119:105: Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. The picture here is not of a spotlight that fills the entire room but of a man who is out in the dark, walking along a dangerous trail. The only light he has is an old oil lamp that glows just enough to reveal the terrain right in front of him. When he takes a step, then the light provides guidance for the next step. We need to be concerned about the future, as we live today. 2 Corinthians 5:7-8:  7 We live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  Heaven is our destiny. Till then – we are to live by faith as we trust God step by step – we do know as believers – where those steps will ultimately take us.

Before Making a Decision We Need 100% CERTAINTY: Many people believe they must be 100% certain of God’s will before they make a decision. In a fallen world that’s hard to come by. I can understand their thinking.  After all, if you are facing a life-changing decision–you’d like to know in advance beyond any doubt that you are doing what God wants you to do. All too often we can end up being paralyzed by reservations and uncertainty. Trusting God means we put our faith in Him even when we have some nagging doubts or fears.     Twice our house had not sold before we moved to the next place of ministry God had for us. 

Proverbs 16:9: In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps.  Don’t wait until you are 100% certain. You may be waiting a long time. Man visited the Grand Canyon and while he was looking over the side he slipped, as he fell he caught a scrub bush and held on for dear life. Man - Is there anybody up there? Voice: Yes, there is. Man - Can you help me? Voice - Yes, I can most likely be of assistance. What is your problem? Man -  I slipped and fell off of the cliff and I am dangling by this bush.  Voice - I’ll do my best. Do you believe? Man -    Yes, I believe! Voice - Do you have faith? Man - Yes I have faith. Voice - Do you trust me? Man - Yes I trust you! Voice - Let go of the branch and everything will turn out fine. Man - Anybody else up there. Step out in faith.
When we do, He will accomplish His purposes. Many people want what God has never promised–100% certainty before they will act. So they wait and they dilly dally and they stop and they hesitate and they ruminate. They refuse to go forward because they are waiting for 100% certainty. That leads me to this important observation:                    It is rarely God’s will to give you 100% certainty before you make an important decision. The life of faith means living with uncertainty even in the midst of doing God’s will. That’s the whole point of Hebrews 11. Those great men and women lived in great uncertainty, but they trusted God anyway, sometimes in the face of great personal suffering.   They kept on believing when circumstances turned against them, they received a great reward. 

GREAT ADVICE TO LIVE BY
Let’s apply Proverbs 3:5-6 in light of our nation as a whole. What advice would God give to our nation? I came across the top ten worries of Americans: 1) America:  I have lost all faith in my country…I have no idea where we're heading, I'm moving to Mother England first chance I have. 2) Money/Economy   3) Getting to Heaven:  Haven't been baptized yet. I am worrying what happens if I die young. 4) What Comes After Death   5) Health    6) Relationships 7) Terrorism  8) Job 9) Bird Flu 10) Health of Family Member(s).  What worries you?
Worry & stress has been linked to all the leading causes of death including heart disease, cancer, and suicide.      One medical doctor said that he believes that if people could learn to stop worrying, most diseases would be cured. The Mayo Clinic actually estimates that more than 80% of their total caseload is directly related to worry.            75% - 90% of all visits to primary care physicians are stress-related complaints.  Many experts say that coping with stress is the #1 health priority of our day. Peppermint Patty said, Daytime is so you can see where you are going. Nighttime is so you can lie on your bed and worry. God says to the Peppermint Patties of life: Whip worry & live! 

I learned this Scripture with a melody (sing it). Proverbs 3:5-6: Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. There are four verbs or words of action in this passage. See them? TRUST! DO NOT LEAN! ACKNOWLEDGE! MAKE STRAIGHT! Let’s look at our responsibility & God’s responsibility: 
Our Responsibility: The First Three Verbs Are Commands. It’s my responsibility to TRUST;  not to LEAN and ACKNOWLEDGE Him. Experts are saying that by 2030 the world population will be close to  nine billion. Demand on resources will create a crisis of global proportions. They say there will be plenty to worry about if we don’t tackle these problems. The only place perpetual worry will get us ahead of time is the cemetery. These first three verbs are saying we have a responsibility before God. We have to trust. God can’t trust for us.

God’s Responsibility: The Forth Verb Is A Promise. He will MAKE your paths STRAIGHT.  

God says, Don’t worry, I’ll close the door and take care of you. Look at the passage carefully. What word is used four times in these two short verses? YOUR! God is really emphasizing the personal nature of this truth. We must enter into it individually. No one else can apply it for us. Do you get the picture? Responding to life’s situations is YOUR choice. What Solomon is trying to get us to understand is, yes, there will be setbacks in life. Yes, there will be dark days. Yes, there will be problems that loom bigger than life and questions that we can’t answer. All those things are going to happen to us. It is not what happens to me, it’s what happens in me that counts!  A woman  worried for 40 years that she was getting stomach cancer. Every cramp had to be cancer she thought. When she was 73, she died of pneumonia. She wasted 40 years worrying about the wrong disease! She never realized her responsibility to trust in God. Notice how the first phrase TRUST is linked to the last phrase MAKE STRAIGHT. They are like bookends. The two middle phrases (do not lean & acknowledge) just amplify this whole idea.
Let’s look at a challenge, warning, and a promise as some great advice to live by:
Challenge to Trust in the Lord: In Hebrew trust means, to lean with the whole body or to rest one’s full weight upon something. We think of trust as putting our assurance in someone but it’s really more than that. The word picture carries the idea of stretching yourself out upon a bed or on a hard surface with full confidence that you will not be let down. When you trust you put your full weight on something.
Blondin was a 19th century acrobat, famous for his tightrope act 160 feet above Niagara Falls on a rope which was over a thousand feet long. In 1860 a Royal party from Britain saw Blondin cross the tightrope on stilts, and again blindfolded. After that he stopped halfway and cooked and ate an omelet. Next he wheeled a wheelbarrow from one side to the other, and returned with a sack of potatoes in it. Then Blondin approached the Royal party. He asked the Duke of Newcastle, "do you believe I could take a man across the tightrope in this wheelbarrow?"  "Yes, I do" , said the Duke. "Hop in, then" , replied Blondin. Well, the Duke declined Blondin's challenge. He might have believed Blondin could do it, but he wasn't about to trust him with his life. When it comes to God, this kind of belief is not much good to him. God is looking for followers who will trust him with their lives.  To trust in the Lord is to rest our full weight, everything you’ve got upon Him.  We can understand trust, though, can't we? 

Trust is an ongoing action of faith on our part. We exercise trust all the time, quite unthinkingly (car, lights,)    We know what it means. We are not to pick and choose—OK, Lord, I will trust you with my marriage, but not with my career.  I trust you in this but not that. The Christian, who has put his or her faith in God has to get into that wheelbarrow when God challenges us.  Am I willing to relinquish control and trust Him to make it all work? There are times in life when God seems so near—times when everything we believe seems to work.  We pull into the Wal Mart parking lot praying for a good parking space and low and behold there it is. There are also times when nothing seems to work. It feels like God is a million miles away busy with something or someone else. You see the Wal Mart parking spot but someone else pulls in right before you get there and on their bumper it says pro choice. Nothing is making sense. You are stripped down to one thing—trust—trust in God’s character. He will not change. He is the same yesterday (when everything seemed to be working) and today (when maybe everything doesn’t seem to be working) and tomorrow (when the circumstances will be different again). That’s the challenge.
Warning: Do Not Trust in Your Own Wisdom: … lean not on your own understanding. Why? Because we have limited understanding. We do not understand everything. We do not see the entire picture. We do not have all the facts.  Let’s admit it – most of us think we can figure things out on our own. We can do just fine by ourselves. 

Lean means to rest upon something for partial support. It’s what you do when you feel a bit unsteady. The word is used for leaning against a tree or to use a cane when you’re walking. Understanding refers to the mental process we use to analyze a problem, break it down into smaller parts, and then make a decision about what we’re going to do. Think of resting your weight on a crutch like I had to do a few years ago after breaking my ankle. It’s that idea except it is a negative command. We are not to rely on our own limited viewpoint or perspective. 


In terms of our Blondin illustration trusting in our own understanding is like getting half-way across the tightrope and then shouting:  You don't want to do it like that.  Then we leap out of the wheelbarrow and starting trying to push it ourselves. A hundred and sixty feet above Niagara Falls on a tightrope this is unlikely to be a good idea, is it? But that's what we try to do all the time. We believe we know better how to run our lives than God; we try to lean on our own wisdom.. If we’re serious about making wise decisions, we must fight against that internal inclination to trust in our own understanding. That doesn’t mean we shouldn’t use common sense or the wisdom that God gives us, but it does mean that we should not trust on our understanding for total support. If we try to figure out our life and handle every decision that comes our way, we will be in trouble. 

Events will come into our lives that naturally cause us to ask why? Why is this happening? Why, Why, Why? God is not nervous about such questions. Neither is He offended.  Airplane pilots are taught to trust their instruments and not lean on their instincts. They must learn that even though you may feel they are flying south, if your compass says you are flying east, you’d better believe it. Sometimes circumstance or our own emotions are telling us we must do this or that. But those are the times to trust God just as the pilot trusts his instruments. When faced with a stressful situation, don’t first look at yourself and say, How am I going to handle this? Lean says, God you can handle it anyway you want to.  As we accept the challenge and learn to listen to the warning there is a promise!
Promise of God’s Guiding Hand: ... in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. Here is the positive part. Acknowledge means to recognize, mentally call to mind, God’s presence.

We are to live with an awareness of God’s involvement in our life. What an awesome comfort it is to know God is with me. He’s with me when things are going my way, but He is also with me when things are not going my way. Straight paths means to go before, prepare the way, and remove all barriers. In the Hebrew, there is a feeling of intensity. It’s a picture of God going before us in stressful situations, and with great intensity, removing the barriers.  When I drive down an interstate highway someone has gone before me and prepared that road. I can travel down it safely because of the hard work someone has done in my behalf. There is a highway of grace to travel upon.       
Notice the word “all” in verse six. The verse does not say “some” of your ways. The verse does not say “most” of your ways. The verse says “all” of your ways. It means in everything you do. In every detail of your life – acknowledge God. You may think it is insignificant – God doesn’t. You may think you can handle it – you can’t. 
You may think – it is outside of God’s concern – it isn’t. You see God cares about every detail no matter how minute you may think it is. He wants you to invite Him into every detail of your life. He cares about us that much.
God uses other people circumstances to guide us as well! God places people in your life. There is wisdom in godly counsel (Proverbs 19:20). I call it coming to the mound principle. In baseball sometimes the catcher or a coach comes out to talk with the pitcher. God has placed people in our life to help guide us. Godly parents, grandparents, teachers, leaders in church and in the community can greatly help us. God speaks to us through others. God opens doors sometimes He closes them. My volunteer application for music therapy to hospice patients has been put on hold for now but God has opened the door with one family who needs encouragement. This is the area of how God guides us that we do not fully understand or always appreciate, but I know that He guides us through circumstances, things that happen, doors that open and door that close.  We have the promise of His guiding hand. 

Are you acknowledging the Lord in “all your ways”? Do you trust Him with the decisions that you make related to family? Finances?  Work?  Relationships? Social life? As we acknowledge him in all our ways, we have the assurance the Lord will guide us.  Even when we make bad choices and decisions, His purposes will prevail.      Trust in the Lord - get into the wheelbarrow! Lean not on your own understanding - don't get out and try to push yourself. In all your ways acknowledge him - make sure you are fully in, and not about to fall out. He will make your paths straight - be prepared to go where God wants to take you.  He does not lead me year by year, or even day by day; but step-by-step my path unfolds, My Lord directs my way. Tomorrow’s plans I do not know; I only know this minute. But He will say, “This is the way; by faith now walk in it.” And I am glad that it is so, Today’s enough to bear; and when tomorrow comes, His grace shall far exceed its care. What need to worry then, or fret? The God who gave His Son, holds all the moments in His hand and gives them one-by-one. AMEN!
