POWERFUL VERSES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

#7 Having Eyes of Faith
July 24th, 2011 – 2 Kings 6:16
People were anxious and irritable as they searched the sky for any sign of relief from a draught. Days turned into arid weeks.  No rain came. The pastors of the local churches called for an hour of prayer in the town square.       They requested that everyone bring an object of faith for inspiration. The pastors were touched to see the variety of objects clutched in prayerful hands - dry dirt, withered leaf, Bible. When the hour ended, a soft rain began to fall. Cheers swept the crowd as they held their treasured objects high with gratitude and praise. From the middle of the crowd one faith symbol seemed to overshadow all the others. A small nine-year-old child had brought an umbrella. That child saw something the others didn’t. A college professor shared a seat with a small boy on a train. He was holding a Sunday School book. The professor thought he would have some fun: Tell me where God is and I’ll give you an apple. The boy: I will give you a whole barrel of apples if you tell me where God is not.  Today’s message is to encourage us to live the Christian life Having Eyes of Faith. Let’s look at a story from the Old Testament.
2 Kings 6:8-14: 8) Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he said, "I will set up my camp in such and such a place." 9) The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: "Beware of passing that place, because the Arameans are going down there." 10) So the king of Israel checked on the place indicated by the man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so that he was on his guard in such places. 11) This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers and demanded of them, "Will you not tell me which of us is on the side of the king of Israel?" 12) "None of us, my lord the king," said one of his officers, "but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom." 13) "Go, find out where he is," the king ordered, "so I can send men and capture him." The report came back: "He is in Dothan." 
LIGHT IN THE MIDST OF DARKNESS
Israel is at a time of war with the Arameans and they are trying to catch each other off guard. Anybody at war will have a certain strategy. The king said: I will set up my camp in such and such a place. And every time he moved his camp, Elisha the prophet knew about it. Elisha is getting supernatural knowledge of where the King of Aram is setting up his forces and so he gives that information to the King of Israel. This enraged the King of Aram. He thought somebody in his camp was a traitor, or a spy.  One of Aram’s officers thought Elisha must have bugged the King’s bedroom! Surely that’s how he knew every move he and his army made. Wouldn’t it be nice to know every move your enemy is going to make? In war, that would just about cinch the victory.  

The king of Aram reminds us that we are in a war as well. Not an earthly war but a spiritual war with Satan, world, and our flesh. The reality of this war hits home every day. Dunblane, Scotland, a small tranquil town at the foot of the Scottish highlands, on Wednesday, March 13, 1996 experienced a horrific tragedy.  A former Boy Scout leader, Thomas Hamilton armed with four handguns killed 16 children, one teacher and then killed himself. School board member, Gerry McDermott said: To most people, this is a nightmare. But they will not wake from it. Paramedic, John McEwan told reporters: I can only describe what I saw...as a medieval vision of hell. One newspaper called that incident, The Slaughter of the Innocents!  As children of the light we do not have to fear the darkness.
2 Corinthians 2:11: So that Satan may not get the better of us: for we are not without knowledge of his designs.           God has given us insight into the strategy of the darkness! We know Satan’s time is short and is looking to steal, kill, and destroy life. Even when tragedy strikes the Christian we can forgive those who have hurt or wronged us and somehow God can use it for the good of His kingdom! God has called us to shine His light in the midst of darkness!
The king put a price on the prophet’s head and laid plans to capture him. This was the ancient equivalent of putting enemy faces on a deck of cards, except there was just one face on the whole deck - Elisha! The king made only one mistake…Elisha really wasn’t his enemy, God was! 14) Then he sent horses and chariots and a strong force there. They went by night and surrounded the city. Dothan is about 60 miles north of Jerusalem. As the night fell the prophet and his servant lay down in relative security. (So they thought!). No matter who we are we all have to face the darkness. On summer night during a severe thunderstorm a mother was tucking her small son into bed. 
She was about to turn the light off when he asked in a trembling voice: Mommy, will you stay with me all night? Smiling the mother gave him a warm, reassuring hug: I can’t dear; I have to sleep in Daddy’s room. A long silence was broken by a shaky voice saying: The big sissy! Each of us has too faced some dark days in our lives.  Some of us are in that place right now. Maybe you just got out of a dark moment. We were not always a college graduate and had to eat some Ramen Noodles, and spend some days sacrificing for what God has done in our life. We didn’t always have a smile on our face, somebody close betrayed us. Somebody we believed in broke our heart, someone we loved, didn’t love us back, and someone we helped turned their back on us. Night time comes to all of our lives. In life’s dark moments we have a Jesus who radiates His love in the midst of our darkness. He is the light of the world. He endured the darkness of sin for us on the cross. His light enables us to move forward in our dark moments
PERSPECTIVE IN THE MIDST OF HOPELESSNESS

2 Kings 6:15 -17: 15) When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. "Oh, my lord, what shall we do?" the servant asked. 16) "Don’t be afraid," the prophet answered. "Those who are with us are more than those who are with them." 17) And Elisha prayed, "O LORD, open his eyes so he may see." Then the LORD opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. The young servant responded in fear to this situation. Elisha, we are surrounded on every side, and based on what I see it does not look good. Ever feel like that servant? 
Remember the four New York Times journalists that were captured, bound, and beaten by the Libyans. One of the journalists was a woman and she said that while she was blindfolded one of the soldiers rubbed her face and told her that tonight she was going to die. That is a fearful situation. But the woman said that her greatest fear was to be separated from her friends and be alone. Like Elisha’s servant we cry out: What shall we do? We want to alleviate our fear and anxiety. We want to get out of harm’s way. We want immediate resolution. We jump at a course of action that will return us to comfortable and normal, and so like most animals in danger we either fight or we flee.   A plastic bag blowing on the ground can spook a powerful, 1000-pound horse. We are not much different.
Fear can be a normal reaction to that which is perceived as a physical, or emotional danger; or an emotional reaction to the unknown. Lots of times fear is experienced when there is lack of knowledge, or lack of trust. In this case, there is real human danger. It seems as if their lives are at stake and they are seemingly defenseless. He could not see what God was doing.  Two explorers were on a jungle safari when suddenly a ferocious lion jumped in front of them. Keep calm the first explorer whispered. Remember what we read in that book on wild animals? If you stand perfectly still and look the lion in the eye, he will turn and run. His companion: Sure, You’ve read the book, and I’ve read the book. But has the lion read the book? People often become paralyzed by fear because the enemy often looks so big, so enormous, so monstrous, and so vicious!
What do we do when surrounded? That is when we need to have perspective in the midst of a hopeless situation.  Elisha was not afraid. He had faith in an Awesome God. He calmed the servant down: Those who are with us are more than those who are with them. He saw the invisible! He saw the invisible army of God! And it was much bigger than the army of the Arameans. Then Elisha prayed that his servant’s eyes would be opened and see the Lord’s army too. And he did. This was real when it was still invisible. Elisha prays that he now can see the reality. The servant has a vision of a preexisting reality, which is that God is there in that situation, spiritually powerful and able to deal with the Arameans. So the servant sees horses and chariots of fire; not human agency, but divine power available in this situation. Elisha walked by faith not by sight.  
                                                                                                                                                                                      During World War II they had surveyed the different troops after one of the battles. The troops in the Army said that while they were fighting, it seemed like the enemy was beating them back and they were outnumbered and losing. The pilots, from the Air Force said that from their vantage in the sky, they were easily defeating the enemy and they knew they were going to win the battle. What, you ask, was the difference? The difference was that the Army troops could only see what was in front of them. They could only see what was happening in their little corner of the field. Isn’t that just like us sometimes? We can only see what is happening in front of us, so we get discouraged and feel like giving up? The Air force troops had a different perspective. They were up in the air so they saw everything. They could see the enemy being pushed back, and they could see reinforcements coming up from behind. When they were interviewed they said something different, because they saw something different. What do you see today?
First impressions and surface appearances are deceiving. We can underestimate God and overestimate evil. We don’t always see what God is doing and conclude that he is doing nothing. We see everything that evil is doing and think evils in control. When the physical circumstances seem overwhelming and fearful we need to be reminded of the truth that all is not what it appears. Those who are with us are more than those who are with them. This is the truth that will allow us to have confidence and courage in the midst of pressure and panic.  

When your back is against the wall pray: Lord open my eyes to realize that more are with me than with them.        Give me eyes of faith to know that Jesus has everything under control. One great verse to sing: Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in His wonderful face, and the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace. Sometimes God does not grant us the ability to see or to grasp the full dimension of what is happening.   What do we do then? Continue to walk by what we know to be true. We walk by faith not by sight, in the midst of hopelessness trusting that nothing can happen outside of God’s control or will. Now for the exciting conclusion!
MERCY & GRACE IN THE MIDST OF LIFE’S CONFLICTS
Which will be next week (just kidding)? Elisha calls for blindness on the troops and then adds insult to injury by leading them on an 11 mile trek into the capital city of Samaria where the total forces of Israel are lodged. God restores their sight only to discover they were captured. The king thinks this is God’s plan to destroy them: Shall I kill them all? Elisha’s says in 2 Kings 6:22-23:  22) "Do not kill them," he answered. "Would you kill men you have captured with your own sword or bow? Set food and water before them so that they may eat and drink and then go back to their master."  23) So he prepared a great feast for them, and after they had finished eating and drinking, he sent them away, and they returned to their master. So the bands from Aram stopped raiding Israel’s territory. It was not God’s will to kill them, only to show them His mercy and compassion. 

The king prepared a great feast. The soldiers ate and drank and then returned home to their master. They had no more problems after that. We would expect the Aramean prisoners to be killed or at least to be jailed. But instead we see the opposite. Instead of hostility and brutality, they are shown mercy and kindness. This is not our way, but it is the Jesus way. The way of the world is to hit the enemy while he is down, to get even, and to get our revenge. Mercy was show to the enemy. God did His work His way with His timing. Mercy paid off.  We are encouraged to respond with mercy and grace in the midst of life’s conflicts. That is not our way, but it is the way of Jesus. 

Romans 12:19-21: 19) Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20) On the contrary: If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head. 21) Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  Peter Miller was a pastor in Ephrata, Pennsylvania in the days of the Revolutionary War. Near his church lived a man who ridiculed him night and day. The man became involved in treason and was arrested and sentenced to be hanged. He started out on foot and walked seventy miles to Philadelphia to plead for the man’s life. Washington heard his plea: Your plea for your friend cannot be granted. Peter: My friend! He is the worst enemy I have. Washington: What!! You have walked seventy miles to save the life of an enemy? That puts the matter in a different light. I will grant the pardon. We were once enemies of God because of sin. We have tasted of God’s grace through the cross, now we are free to love those who have hurt us. We can diffuse difficult situations, bring peace, and even cause others to repent of wrongdoing. In the end we might win an enemy to the Lord.
In her book, The Hiding Place, Corrie Ten Boom tells of God’s grace while trying to sneak a Bible into the prison camp at Ravensbruck: There was no real concealing it beneath my thin cotton dress. And all the while I had the incredible feeling that it didn’t matter, that this was not my business, but God’s. That all I had to do was walk straight ahead. As we trooped back out through the shower room door, the S.S. men ran their hands over every prisoner, front, back, and sides. The woman ahead of me was searched three times. No hand touched me. At the exit door to the building was a second ordeal, a line of women guards examining each prisoner again. I slowed down as I reached them but the soldier in charge shoved me roughly by the shoulder: Move along! You’re holding up the line!’ I arrived at Barracks 8 in the small hours of that morning, bringing not only the Bible, but a new knowledge of the power of Him whose story it was. She experienced God’s grace in that prison camp. Where do you need grace today? Every Sunday a feast of grace is prepared for us as we hear God’s Word and receive His body and blood. Every day in our walk with Jesus we need to remind ourselves of His mercy and grace, not taking them for granted.
What is the difference between mercy and grace? Mercy is not getting what you do deserve. Grace is getting what you do not deserve. Suppose I was speeding on the highway and a policeman pulls me over. If he doesn't give me a ticket, then he gave me mercy. If he gives me a $100 bill, then he gave me grace.  As sinners, we deserve punishment. But, by God's mercy, He withholds judgement. We don't deserve God's goodness, but instead He has lavished grace upon us.  By God's mercy, we escape hell. But by God's grace, we receive everlasting life. Mercy is what God doesn't give that we do deserve.  Grace is what God gives that we don't deserve. 
Lamentations 3:22-23:  The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I learned a melody to this scripture some years ago: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases His mercies never come to an end.  They are new every morning, new every morning.  Great is Your faithfulness, O Lord. Great is Your faithfulness. Reflect on the difference between mercy and grace this week. Thank God for giving us brand new mercy and grace daily.  Without it, we would be consumed by our sinful ways on our way to hell.  I love the poem: The Christian’s Horizon: 

What do I see as I look back? Millions of mercies along life’s track; God’s love shining where all was black; 
That’s what I see, looking back. What do I see as I look within? A heart by my Savior redeemed from sin; A hope, through His grace, heaven’s joys to win; that’s what I see, looking to Him. What do I see looking forth today? Blessings granted before I pray; A sheltering arm, a guiding ray, Today. What do I see as I look on? Burdens lifted and trials gone; A light at even, surpassing dawn; that’s what I see, looking on. What do I see as I look above? God’s own banner, whose name is love: Love unspeakable, wonderful love; that’s what I see, above!
Back in 1982 the movie which received the Academy Award for Best Picture was called “Chariots of Fire.”  This movie was written by an agnostic and financed by Moslem Arabs but interestingly enough the main theme of the film was based on Christian principles. The plot of the movie is simple: 1924 Olympics are in Paris.  There are two main characters, a Christian name Eric Liddell and a Jew named Harold Abraham.  The Jew runs to gain success and acceptance. The Christian runs for the glory of God.  The crisis of the story is the Christian won’t run on Sunday for the qualifying race but he sticks to his guns and at the end of the story he wins the race. As we run the race of faith whatever our challenges in the world, the church, at home, or work remember the chariots of fire: Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.  Having Eyes of Faith makes all the difference. AMEN! 
