POWERFUL VERSES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

#8 Will You Seize the Moment?
August 21st, 2011 – Esther 4:14
There are certain moments in life that come along that if you seize the moment one can make a huge impact.              In baseball the game is tied and the batter hits the game winning home run. Sometimes folks think creatively.

A man was trying to pull out of a parking place but bashed the bumper of the parked car in front of him. Witnessed by a handful of pedestrians waiting for a bus, the driver got out, inspected the damage, and proceeded to write a note to leave on the windshield: Hello. I have just hit your car, and there are some people here watching me who think that I am writing this note to leave you my name, phone number, and driver’s license number, but I am not.           The moment we are asked to seize is making an impact on others in a positive, not a negative manner, as we live for Jesus Christ.  Today’s message leaves us with the question: Will You Seize the Moment?
This is the question we must wrestle with as did Esther. The setting takes place in the city of Susa, which is located in modern-day Iran. Chronologically, the events unfold in the middle of the book of Ezra. While a lot of Jews migrated back to Jerusalem, for some reason Esther and many others stayed behind. There are 5 main characters: 
* King Xerxes: Powerful ruler of the Persian Empire. * Queen Vashti: Woman of character and conviction.
* Esther: A Jewish orphan that later becomes Queen * Mordecai: Esther’s stepfather * Haman: The nasty villain. 
Chuck Swindoll: In these ten chapters, the story has all the ingredients of the traditional short story: a dramatic beginning, a suspenseful plot, a villain, a hero, a damsel in distress, and a surprising twist of events that leads to a climax where right triumphs over wrong, and everybody ‘lives happily ever after

This book is one of the favorites of the Jewish people and is still read out loud during the Feast of Purim, which takes place in March each year. The story is often acted out, preceded with a period of fasting and concluding with a big feast. In almost every local synagogue, annual Esther plays are held. Members of the audience are given noisy instruments to rattle, clang, and bang to drown out the hated name of Haman. Every time you hear the name Haman I want our kids and bold adults to go: boo…hiss (just making sure you stay awake during the message). 
SOME AWESOME QUESTIONS TO PONDER!

A Party: King Xerxes was the leader of the most powerful nation on the face of the earth and decided to throw a party. It lasted for six months and all the nobles and official and military leaders were present. After 180 days of partying and planning for his upcoming invasion into Greece, he hosted an even bigger bash in which everyone was invited from the least to the greatest. This lasted for seven days. Persian banquets were known to have up to fifteen thousand guests. On the last day of the party, King Xerxes asked his beautiful wife to come out and parade around in front of all his drunken guests. When word came to Queen Vashti that her husband wanted her to appear at his party, she told him to take a hike. Can you blame her? She wasn’t at all interested in being gawked at by these folks. This made Xerxes goes berserk and he ordered her banished from the kingdom.

Let me pause here to say that while Vashti lost her position, she kept her integrity. She knew that her morals would have been compromised had she walked into that room full of drunken men. She would not cross the line because she valued her dignity. Taking a stand like this is often controversial and comes with some unpleasant consequences. Tony Dungy, the former coach of the Super Bowl Champion Indianapolis Colts, took a stand and was criticized for it. After accepting an award from the Indiana Family Institute, which believes that marriage between one man and one woman is God’s plan, Dungy declared: I appreciate the stance   [the Indiana Family Institute] is taking, and I embrace that stance. Question: LikeVashti and Tony where do you need to take a stand for Jesus Christ?

A Pageant: A few years later, King Xerxes decides its time to find another Queen. His advisors tell him to hold a Miss Persia Pageant. Esther a young Jewish girl was drafted into this beauty contest. She had been adopted and raised by her cousin Mordecai. Before Esther went before the king she had 12 months of beauty treatments:            six months with oil of myrrh and six months with perfumes and cosmetics. That's a lot of Oil of Olay. She wins the king’s favor and becomes queen of the entire Persian Empire. A true rags to riches story. A biblical Cinderella. Question: What parallels do you see in the Christian life from Esther’s rags to riches story?
A Hero: Mordecai got a job at the Kings Gate. One day while he was at work he overheard two disgruntled employees talk about how they were planning to assassinate the king. and so he sent a note to Esther telling her to warn Xerxes. Esther then told the king what she had heard, giving the credit to Mordecai. The king had the two conspirators hanged on the gallows. Now, gallows in those days were not like gallows are today-where people were hung by a rope. It was a wooden contraption on which they were impaled-like being hung on a cross. He was never rewarded for this. Question: Do you get discouraged when you are not rewarded or recognized in serving? 
A Villain: The story gets really interesting when the king honored an evil man by the name of Haman, an Agagite, and elevated him to the seat of honor higher than any other noble. The Agagites held a grudge against the Jews since way back in the book of Exodus. Descendants of the Amalekites, they got their name from the king that Saul didn't' kill. This should be an excellent reminder that when God tells you to do something, you’d better do it. Haman was a prideful person who demanded that everyone literally bow down before him whenever he walked by. And everyone did -- except Mordecai. Being a Jew, Mordecai was committed to bow only before God. Mordecai’s refusal to bow really got under the skin of Haman. Mordecai has developed a grand enemy named Haman. These dudes do not get along. In fact, to truly understand the depth of their animosity, let me encourage you to watch an excellent portrayal of their relationship in the movie: One Night With the King!  Knowing a bit about Haman’s heritage helps us understand why he hated Mordecai so much. When he found out that Mordecai was a Jew, he looked for a way to destroy all the Jews who were scattered throughout the Persian Empire.  Haman bribed the king in order to get him to issue a decree to annihilate all the Jews on a set day in the spring. Question: What evil upsets you the most?
A Plea: When Mordecai heard of this plan he went out into the city and wept loudly and bitterly. Esther heard of this and sent messengers to find out what is going on.  Mordecai pleads with Esther to use her position to take a stand on behalf of the Jews. Please go into the king’s presence and beg for mercy and plead with him for our people. Esther’s initial response shows fear. No one knew she was Jewish. And she had heard about what happened to ex-queen Vashti and knew she couldn’t just walk into the king’s presence. According to Persian law, no one, not even the queen, was permitted to appear before the king, expect at the king’s command. To approach the throne unsummoned meant death, unless the king held out his golden scepter. 


When Mordecai heard Esther’s hesitancy, he turned up the heat and made a very convincing case in 4:13-14: 
Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this? Mordecai is saying three things to Esther. * Don’t think you’ll escape the holocaust when it happens. * If you don’t do something, God will send someone else. God could just as easily use another person to fulfill His purposes because He will accomplish all He intends, regardless of your involvement. Esther is important but she’s not indispensable. * God has positioned you exactly where He wants you for such a time as this. What an AWESOME QUESTION TO PONDER!

Her nationality had yet to be revealed. Would she be safe if she maintained silence – selfish silence?  She called for all the Jews to fast for three days and then would go before the king even though it is against the law. She said:              If I perish, I perish!  She went before the king, who was pleased with her and extended the golden scepter. 
Utilizing some wifely wisdom, she told the King she would like him to bring Haman and come to a special banquet that she had prepared. The King asks Esther what she wants. Bring Haman to another feast tomorrow I’ll tell you. That night he brags to some friends he is the only dignitary invited. He is still upset about Mordecai so his friends tell him to make a gallows to hang him on. That night the king can’t sleep (actually a case of Almighty-induced insomnia) and remembered if anything had been done to honor Mordecai for saving his life.  At that precise moment, Horrible Haman had arrived at the court so that he could be first in line to talk to the King about hanging Mordecai. The King asked Haman: What should be done for the man the King delights to honor? Haman was certain the King was talking about him. Have them bring a royal robe the King has worn and a horse the king has ridden...and have him led around the streets by one of the King’s most noble princes. Great! Do this for Mordecai. He couldn’t believe it! He obeyed the king but probably didn’t have a very good attitude about it. At the feast she reveals the plot against the Jews.  The king was so angry he had Haman hung on the very gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. The Jewish people’s lives are spared. Haman's estate is given to Mordecai, who takes Haman's place as #2 in the kingdom. To this day Jews celebrate PURIM, the word for lots which is "PUR." Most Jewish holidays can be summed up: They tried to kill us. We won. Let’s eat. For such a time as this!
APPLICATION FOR OUR LIVES

Identity: Royalty: 1 Peter 2:9: But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
Hebrews 4:16: Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.  We are a royal priesthood. We can approach the throne of grace confidently!
We must never underestimate who we are in Jesus Christ. We must never underestimate who Christ is in us!   
God took us, lost, ragged, filthy sinners and clothed us in the purple of Christ’s blood. As forgiven children of God we do not come as beggars before God but as royalty. The scepter has been extended to us in Baptism. That is why I love the Chronicles of Narnia. At the end of the movie we see Peter and Edmund as Kings and Lucy and Susan as Queens of Narnia. They are shown enjoying what it means to be royalty. 
Why did God make us kings and queens? So we may declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness into light.  We are not called out of darkness so we may hide in our palace and enjoy the good life only.  Interestingly, Esther’s name means “hiddenness” but now she is coming out in the open. She’s raising the flag to let everyone know that she is a member of God’s family. When God calls us to be followers of Jesus Christ, it is God’s purpose that we do not remain hidden in the family of God. Does that describe you? I’ll let my light shine in church on Sunday but that is as far as it goes. I’m a Clairol Christian – nobody knows for sure during the rest of the week! 
Spend some time this week reflecting on what it means to be the royalty of God. Ask for boldness not to be a hidden light, but one that shines in the darkness because of the desperate state our world is in right now!
Problem: Desperate Situation:  I read a story about the great baseball pitcher Walter Johnson, who played from 1907-1927. Back in his day he pitched 97-99 mph, almost 10 mph faster than anyone else. He and held the strikeout record for 56 years. During one game, a rookie major-league baseball player faced Johnson for the first time when Johnson was in his prime. The batter took two quick strikes and then headed for the dugout. As he walked off, he told the umpire to keep the third strike – he had seen enough. When faced with desperate situations just about anybody is likely to get discouraged. It would have been easy for Mordecai and Esther to just give up when so much was stacked against them. Mordecai helped Esther face the reality of the situation.
Today it is not just the Jewish people that are doomed but people of all nations. We are not just talking about physical death but eternal death. To be damned – to be totally separated from God forever – does not the very thought of that make you shudder. With every tick of the clock someone is dying. Consider the times in which we are living (tornadoes, famine, war, cancer etc…) So many people are dying in their sins without the knowledge of a Savior  that loves them and came for such a time as this on Calvary’s cross. They must have the Gospel of Jesus – these doomed millions. That is the desperate situation which confronts us today. Tell me, was there ever such a time as this. Thank God Jesus came for such a time as this when he went to the cross and rose from the dead.  Each of us has an undeniable duty to dedicate ourselves to Proclaim Christ in a Changing World – rescuing a doomed world.

Challenge: Believe You Can Make a Difference: Like Esther we are brought face to face with the probing question: What are we going to do about it? We need to be reminded that God is not dependent on any particular church, or denomination, or on you and me. If we do not believe He can make a difference through us then he will put others in our place. The life which you and I have to live will be unfulfilled if we do not dedicate it to the purpose of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ and building up the kingdom of God. Christ challenges us today:
I brought you to the Kingdom for such a time as this. Believe I can make a difference through you. Esther did!

Edward Everett Hale writes: I am only one....but I am still one...I cannot do everything....but still I can do something...and because I cannot do everything...I will not refuse to do the something that I can do! History is full of accounts of single individuals who have made a difference. William Wilberforce stands up to the British Parliament and tells them that slavery is wrong. Luther stands up to the crown and the Catholic Church to preach justification by grace through faith. One determined citizen says: I stand against this evil, & a community changes its direction. Esther decided it was worth the risk to break with protocol and speak her mind, and a nation was preserved. Think of the difference one VOTE can make: In 1776 one vote gave America the English language instead of German. In 1876 one vote gave Rutherford B. Hayes the U. S. Presidency. In 1923 one vote gave Adolph Hitler control of the Nazi party. In 1941 one vote saved the selective service system 12 weeks before Pearl Harbor. In Scripture we see God’s hand on the lives of people who choose to make a difference regardless of the outcome!

Today Jesus....more than the United States Marine Corps...is looking for a few some Mordecai’s and Esther’s who believe they can make a difference for the kingdom of God. It was not fear that drove Esther. It was love, love to her perishing fellow Jews. Love above all, to God who took her from being an orphan to the throne. In a similar way our Savior lifted us from hell to heaven. The love of Christ compels us to reach out to a lost and broken world. Think of where you work, live, and shop. It is no accident that you are where you are, so ask yourself the same question Mordecai asked Esther: Who knows but that YOU… have come to this royal priesthood for such a time as this! 
Remember: God is at Work Even When We Can’t See Him:  God's name is not even mentioned in this little book of the Bible, but His sovereign actions are everywhere! I like how Matthew Henry puts it: ...though the NAME of God be not in [Esther], the FINGER of God is directing many minute events for the bringing about of His people's deliverance. God was obviously acting behind the scenes of this story through a number of seeming coincidences. Esther being chosen as queen over all the other 126 beautiful candidates, Mordecai discovering the plot to kill the king, the casting of lots for the day to kill the Jews resulting in a date LATE in the year, which gave Mordecai and Esther plenty of time to act. Someone has defined a coincidence as a miracle for which God chooses to remain anonymous. We often THINK that God is absent...that He is not involved in our lives...because miracles seem so rare to us. Esther's story shows that God is just as active in the mundane things of life as He is in the miracles. He is behind the scenes of our life directing things.  

Proverbs 16:33: The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord. God may be invisible but He is always invincible. He is present in every scene and movement of our days. Humans can only see about 30 percent of the light spectrum whereas honeybees and homing pigeons can detect ultraviolet light waves that are invisible to us. In the supernatural realm, our vision is even more limited. We get only occasional glimpses of that unseen world.  Just because we aren't able to SEE the activity of God doesn't mean it's He's not active. If you ever feel God is silent or hidden in your life remember Esther's story.  We walk by faith....not by sight. 
During the height of the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln found refuge at the midweek meetings of a Presbyterian church there in Washington, D.C. The war was tearing the nation apart and it tore at his soul as well. He’d just lost his own son, and now Lincoln was on grieving, and needing solace and sustenance for his soul. The preacher finished his message and the people began to leave. His aide stopped him: What did you think of the sermon, Mr. President? Lincoln answered: I thought the sermon was carefully thought through, eloquently delivered. 
The aide said: You thought it was a great sermon?  Lincoln replied: No I thought he failed… he did not ask of us something great. He challenges us: I brought you to the kingdom for such a time as this. Come boldly to the throne of grace, asking for boldness to do something great for Jesus. AMEN!
. 
