POWERFUL VERSES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

#9 When The Righteous Suffer
August 28th, 2011 – Job 1:21

Everybody has difficulty in life, but Brian Hise of Provo, Utah experienced more difficulty than any human being should have on a single day. First, a water pipe broke in the upstairs apartment above his own and flooded his apartment. So the manager told him to go out and rent a water vacuum. That's when he discovered his car had a flat tire. He changed the tire and went inside to phone a friend for help. Standing in the water, the electric shock he got from the phone startled him and he ripped the phone off the wall. Before he could leave the apartment a second time, a neighbor had to kick down his apartment door because water damage had jammed it tight. While all of this was going on, somebody stole Brian's car. But it was almost out of gas, so he found it a few blocks away. He then had to push it to a gas station. That evening, Hise attended a military ceremony at B.Y.U. and he injured himself severely when he somehow sat down on his own bayonet which had been tossed onto the front seat of his car. Doctors were able to stitch up his wounds but no one was able to resuscitate Brian's four canaries which were crushed to death when wet ceiling plaster in his apartment fell on them while he was gone. When he got home, he slipped on the wet carpet and badly injured his tailbone. Mr. Hise said he began to wonder if: God wanted me dead but kept missing.

Ever had days you felt that way? Everyone in this room goes through difficult times. Augustine: God only had one Son on this earth without sin, but none without suffering. When tragedy occurs, our first nature is to question.   While most of us know that God does not CAUSE tragedy. Lamentations 3:33: For he does not willingly bring affliction or grief to the children of men. The greater issue for most believers is this: Why does God ALLOW such awful things to happen? It’s the number one question surveys tell us that people would like to ask God. It’s the number one intellectual reason for rejecting the existence of a loving God. 

Rabbi Harold Kushner’s son died of a rare childhood disease called “Progeria” in which he began to age very rapidly. So, at age 10 he looked like a 70 year old man.  Out of his great pain, he wrote: Why Bad Things Happen to Good People? His conclusion was that there are some things God just can’t do. If a person points a gun at you and pulls the trigger, you just can’t expect God to jump in front of you and deflect the bullet. He concluded that God cares. When we weep, God weeps with us. Linus and Charlie Brown are walking along and chatting with one another. Linus says: I don’t like to face problems head on. I think the best way to solve problems is to avoid them.   In fact, this is a distinct philosophy of mine. No problem is so big or so complicated that it can’t be run away from! During times of suffering we may be tempted to run away like Linus or ask why like Rabbi Kushner. From the book of Job we learn that When the Righteous Suffer we do not run away, ask why, blame God or others, but acknowledged that Jesus is still on the throne and in control and we live each day in His peace and presence.
SATANS CHALLENGE
Job 1:1-5: 1 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. 2 He had seven sons and three daughters, 3 and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the East.  4 His sons used to take turns holding feasts in their homes, and they would invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5 When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would send and have them purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, “Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” This was Job’s regular custom.   
Job is described as a man with a devoted heart to God. He is a person who trusts and fears God. He shunned evil.    It doesn't mean that he just walked away from evil; he actually rejected evil in his life. He is prosperous & well known. Job was a rare breed. He was a man of complete integrity and the richest person in that entire area. He worshipped the Lord. He sought to live a righteous life. It is possible He lived during the time of Abraham when there were no prescribed rules for making sacrifices to atone for sin, yet he instinctively offered sacrifices, as a few others did, to atone for sin and draw closer to God.  Thank God we do not need the blood of sacrificial animals any longer to atone for sin. Jesus Christ the Lamb of God has taken away our sins. We continue in Job 1:6-12: 
 6 One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them. 7 The LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come from?”  Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it.”  8 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.”  9 “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. 10 “Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. 11 But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.”  12 The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger.” Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. This is one of the most interesting passages in the whole Bible!

Satan comes into the presence of God from roaming the earth. Somehow the devil has access to the presence of God. He cannot enter heaven but he can as a creature have access to the Creator.  The Lord said to Satan: What are you doing here? (That's really the translation). What are you doing here; you do not belong here among this group. 
Two little boys were walking home from Sunday school where the lesson had been on the Devil and one asked the other: What do you think of this devil business? Reply: You know how Santa Claus turned out--- it’s either your mother or your father. Satan is alive and well and planet earth is his playground. God continues:

Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil. Interesting that God raises the topic, right? Not the devil.  What if God mentioned your name in heaven? Have you considered my servant ________? Place your name in the blank. What would follow? God has His eye on us, He knows exactly where we are spiritually. Would you want your name mentioned in heaven? What follows was to test the question at hand to see if the devotion of Job was genuine.
Satan responds: Yeah, right! Does Job fear God for nothing? You have put a hedge of protection around him.
(I love that. God has a hedge of protection around us). You’ve never let me get to him. You have blessed him abundantly. This guy has so much – so many flocks and herds, so many servants, and all those great kids of his.   But I’ll tell you what. You just let me at him, and I’ll show you what kind of man he is. Just take away his stuff –   and he will curse you to your face.  Satan accuses Job of a relationship based on blessings. The more God blesses Job the more Job fears God and wants to please Him. Job does not love God for what and who He is but only for what he can get out of Him. It should be asked of every Christian is our faith based on selfish motives. Is it because God has blessed us with many earthly and spiritual blessings that we love and worship Him? Is Jesus sacrifice so that we may live as forgiven children of God enough? We need this question asked of us: Does _________ fear God for nothing? Put you name in the blank! What would be said of us today in our relationship with Jesus Christ?
God says: OK! Have at it. Just don’t touch Job himself.  There may come a time when God, for His own ultimate purposes, may remove the hedge of protection for a short time. That doesn’t mean He doesn’t love us. Satan knows human nature. Anyone can be happy when blessed. Let problems & sickness come and they will curse God to his face. Take away the protection and Satan would show God what Job is really like. This wall of protection is liken to a fence made of razors to keep out all attacks that may endanger the safety of all Job possesses. This is an encouraging verse for those who desire to live the Christian life. God’s divine protection is too strong for the devil to penetrate without first having permission from God. Recall Jesus words to Peter in Luke 22:31-32: Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers. Notice Satan had to ask for permission in the New Testament as well as the Old. Satan only has as much power as God allows him to have. This reveals to us that Satan is held on a leash. Satan never has full control over the Christians life unless God gives him permission.  
Satan leaves the presence of God to go do his destructive work. What follows in Job 1:13 – 19 is tragic.                He lost all of his earthly possessions. All his oxen, camels, sheep including all ten children are killed.  Abandonment from a loved one and the lose of a child are two of the greatest pains a person could bear in this life. It’s hard to imagine all at once a person loosing ten children. Remember the love that Job felt for his children as he prayed for them and taught them to fear God. Now Job stands over 10 fresh graves and stares into his barren fields that once were full of life and all he hears, sees and feels is the silent reminder of the sting of death. While you and I know the conversation that went on in heavenly places, Job is never told. Max Lucado: God's purpose is not to make us happy, but to make us His, even if he has to use suffering to achieve it. His response to this tragedy is remarkable:

JOB’S RESPONSE
Job 1: 20-22:  20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship     21 and said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised.” 22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. In chapter 2 God allowed Satan to inflict Job’s body with painful sores. His wife’s attitude was:       Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die! Thanks for the support dear! He replied: Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?  Later his friends give him a hard time and he replies:

Job 13:15: Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; I will surely defend my ways to his face. Job 19:25-26:
25 I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth 26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God… What an attitude in the midst of suffering. His opinion of God did not change even though his world changed dramatically.  He did not sin by saying to God you are wrong for doing this. He did not bring God down to his level. Let me pull out some practical thoughts we can grab hold of today:

Grieving Is Vital to Healing: At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Tearing his robe symbolizes Job’s inner turmoil, shock and grief.  God sees all our grief and tears, He’ keeping track. It’s OK to cry, it is not a sign of weakness. It is healthy to express the sense of weakness, sickness, and pain, the deep hurt he are feeling. Abraham’s wife Sarah had just died and he needed a place to bury her. The Hittites charged him an arm and a leg for the cave.  Abraham knew that he was being taken advantage of. He didn’t care how much it cost. He was going to grieve the loss of his wife. She’s going to get the best burial that money can buy! He’s going to cry and cry and cry until there are no more tears left to shed! He’s going to get it out of his system! Someday, they’re going to stick him in the ground next to her. That’s ok. This is where he needed to be.

Lisa Beamer’s husband Todd was one of the heroes of Flight 93. He’s the one who said: Let’s Roll. She said:       The kids and I still talk about Todd all the time. We laugh about things we did with him. And we cry about things that we’ll never do again. Usually within minutes of a crying moment, one of the kids will bring me a tissue and a toy and soon we’ll be playing again. And back in the present moment. The kids acknowledge the loss of their father. But they balance that with a joy of what they still have. And it is a great reminder for me! I admire this family because they can cry when they need to cry. Play when they need to play. They’re moving on with their lives.

That’s what we should do. I can’t stand up here and tell you how long it takes for the pain and the sadness to go away. Everyone’s different. But I can tell you: Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Someday, God will wipe away every tear from our eyes. My advice: Don’t worry about how long it takes. Pour out your heart and soul to God for as long as you need to. Remember King David in 2 Samuel 12? When his baby was terminally ill, he cried. And he prayed for as long as he needed to. But once he got it out of his system, he got up and moved on 
Acknowledge God is in control. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised.  That’s the attitude that Job has. The Lord gives. The Lord takes away. He’s got a right to do what he wants to do! And for now, I can accept that. I don’t understand it. But I know in my heart that God is good. Blessed be the name of the Lord! Lord, this is your universe. You have a right to do things as you see fit. I don’t understand everything. But I have faith that all things will work together for the good of those who love you. I have faith that there’s more to life than just this life. I have faith that beautiful things will blossom out of the ashes of this tragedy. I have faith that you alone are in control!

There is a story of a Jewish woman who endured terrible suffering in a concentration camp. She saw lots of people die. And she had to walk miles and miles in the snow without a decent pair of shoes.  At the end of the war, the Americans came in and liberated the camp. One of the soldiers told her that he was rescuing her. And that she should gather up her things. And as she turned to go back to her barracks, the soldier opened the door and held it for her. And she started to cry. The soldier: What’s the matter? The woman: I can’t remember the last time someone held a door open for me. It’s the nicest thing anyone’s done for me in a long time. They became friends. They ended up falling in love. And they got married.  God is like that. He can take the most horrible situation. And make something beautiful come out of it. May we not be like the parents who got a telephone call from their son during the Korean War.?  He said he was bringing a buddy home with him who had only one eye, one arm, and one leg to live with the family. Mom said: We can try it for 6 months. Son: No, Mom, I want him to stay always. He needs us. He’s only got one eye, one arm, and one leg. He’s in really bad shape. Mom: Son, you’re being unrealistic about this. That boy will be a drag on you and a constant problem for all of us. The next day, the parents got a telegram: their son had committed suicide. A week later the parents received the body. They looked down with unspeakable sorrow on the corpse of their son… who had one eye, one arm, and one leg. What loss has come into your life recently?  Give him thanks and praise no matter what the loss. Acknowledge that God is in control. 

Christians Are Not Exempt from Suffering: Jesus said in Matthew 5:45: He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. It rains on the just and the unjust. And can you imagine what it would be like if it rained just on the just? Can you imagine what it would be like when you became a Christian, and God sent just the right amount of rain on you and nothing on the non-Christian? Your checkbook always balanced. Your team always won. You never got any diseases. Your car never broke down. Your marriage was always perfect. If this were the case, people would become Christians only for selfish reasons.  Jesus said that is not the way it is going to be: In the world, you will have tribulation. You don’t want it. Look for it and expect it.  We are in the flesh. We are imperfect. That being the case one question we love to ask is WHY?
Is it wrong to ask WHY questions?  Six-year-old Johnny asked: Daddy, why is the sky blue? I don’t know, son. Daddy, why is the world round? I don’t know, son. Daddy, where did God come from? I don’t know, son. Daddy, do you mind my asking you so many questions. Father: No, of course not, son. How else are you going to learn?  Did you ever ask, Why me, Lord? Of course you have. We all have. In July 2005, two military soldiers paid a visit to a home in White Cloud, Michigan. A woman in her mid forties answered the door, and without a word, dropped to her knees and screamed. Her husband came to the door asking what they wanted: We are sorry to inform you that your son was killed in Iraq by a roadside bomb. The parents asked them in and proceeded with so many questions. The number one question was, WHY? After a few minutes, they left, but before they did so, the parents were handed an envelope with a check for $100,000.00, their son’s insurance policy. He died on his 21st birthday. Why so young?
When we ask: Why me, Lord?, Jesus puts his loving arms around us, and instead of answering Just because, he says, I’m here with you. I love you. He sees the inequities and injustices of the world, he sees our troubles and feels our pain, and I know he understands why, we ask Why? I am also thankful that He also understands our impatience when we don’t get the answers we want! I guess we have to wait for all the answers, along with Mother Teresa, who once said; When I get to heaven, He has a lot of explaining to do! Any time a person attempts to speak about God and human suffering, there is always the risk of irrelevant chatter and platitudes: It’s God’s will; you must accept it. God never puts more on us than we can bear. God will decide when you shall die. Is this what folks want to hear?   Is this what those parents wanted to hear? Does this settle their grief? No. Why do the righteous suffer? Simply because they are righteous. We are not exempt. We have hope! Let Job’s words lift us up during times of suffering. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised! AMEN!
