  THE “I AM” SAYINGS OF JESUS

#2 I Am the Light of the World

September 18th, 2011 – John 8:12

Through the pitch-black night, the captain of a ship spots a light dead ahead on a collision course with his vessel so he sends a warning: Change your course ten degrees east. The light signals back: Change yours, ten degrees west. The captain responds: I’m a CAPTAIN in the United States Navy! Change your course, Sir!  The reply: I’m a seaman, second class. Change your course, Sir. The captain is furious. I’m a battleship! I’m not changing course! One last reply: I’m a lighthouse. It’s your call. In the midst of our dark and foggy times, all sorts of voices are shouting orders into the night, telling us what to do, how to adjust our lives. Out of the darkness, one voice signals something quite opposite to the rest--something almost absurd.  John 8:12:  I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.  Whenever one comes face-to-face with Jesus, one either changes course or will have a collision with Christ. To ignore Jesus voice brings great danger to our life. 
We continue our series on THE I AM SAYINGS OF JESUS. There are 7 “I Am” statements found in the Gospel of John: This is the second:  I am the Light of the World.  “I Am” was God’s covenantal name.  This title was so sacred that it was only to be uttered by the high priest, and then only once a year on the Day of Atonement. It literally means, “I am who I am,” and signals the truth that nothing else defines who God is but God Himself. What He says and does is who He is. Every time Jesus uses one of the “I AM” sayings, He is emphatically stating that He is Yahweh. This is a staggering statement of His sovereign supremacy. When Jesus used the phrase, “I Am” He did so on purpose and those who listened to Him did not miss the obvious connection He was making. Jesus was saying: Whatever you think about me, remember this: I am Almighty God.

BACKGROUND OF JESUS SAYING

Feast of Tabernacles: In order to fully understand the impact of Jesus’ statement, I want to take a few minutes to explain the Feast of Tabernacles. God inaugurated this annual feast to help the Israelites remember that for 40 years they wandered in the wilderness before they were finally brought into the Promised Land (Leviticus 23:33-43). There were two distinctives about this celebration that made it different from all their other annual feasts. 1) For 7 days the entire nation camped out in booths made of branches and leaves to remind them of the hardships their ancestors had endured in the wilderness. 2) On the opening night of the celebration, four large candelabras were lit in the Temple and some believe that the entire city was illuminated.

Throughout the week the light burned bright as the wisest and holiest of Israel’s men danced before the Lord and sang songs of joy while the people watched and waited. This festival was to remind the Israelites of the glory of God, dwelling among them. This celebration also focused on the promise of God to send a light, the Anointed One, the Messiah, who would release them from bondage.  Scriptures like Isaiah 9:2 were read: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. A Sunday schools teacher asked her class to finish this passage from Isaiah 9: The people walking in darkness…The responses: Use less electricity…Stub their toes a lot…Spend most of the time sleeping…Are usually burglars…Could really use a flashlight. Finally someone just read…have seen a great light.   The people were reminded of Yahweh’s amazing humility when He condescended to dwell in the midst of His people through the cloud and the fire. 

On the final day of the feast Jesus declares: I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. We know that Jesus makes this statement on the last day from John 7:37. What’s amazing about His timing is that as the celebration wraps up, all the lights are extinguished. The reason that all the lights are put out is that in their minds, God has not yet sent the Savior. The Temple has grown dark. The tents are torn down. And then Jesus stands up next to the Menorahs and declares that He is the Messiah!

Wait. There’s more. Drop down to 8:20: He spoke these words while teaching in the temple area near the place where the offerings were put… Jesus is in the Temple, surrounded by people who want to get close to God, and He’s standing near the place where offerings were made. I think Jesus positioned Himself here on purpose because the light of the world is about to be offered as full payment for their sins and the sins of the whole world!

Two Connections to Christ from Leviticus 23:43: So your descendants will know that I had the Israelites live in booths when I brought them out of Egypt. I am the LORD your God. God gives the reason behind the feast of tabernacles: First, the word translated booth means to set up your tent. John 1:14 says that the Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. Jesus pitched His tent among us. God has come to us through His Son and made His dwelling with us. Second, when Jesus used the phrase, I am those listening would have been drawn immediately to this passage in Leviticus where we read, I am the Lord your God. Jesus was once again subtly and yet strongly stating His oneness with Yahweh. 
PROPERTIES OF LIGHT

Jesus is not saying that He is holding the light, or that He has the light, or that He’s the way to the light. Instead, He is boldly stating, “He is the light.” Let’s look at the properties of light.  Think of a spotlight that claims to be one million times brighter than a single candle. The light is so bright that directions come with a warning to not look directly into the beam. Let’s use this to illustrate what light does.

1. Reveals: John 3:20 -21: 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God. Light enables us to see things that were there all along but because of the darkness we could not see them. Darkness conceals and light reveals. Without light we can’t see anything. C.S. Lewis said: I believe in Christ like I believe in the sun. Not only because I see it, but because by it all things are seen. Some people avoid Jesus. They don’t want Him to shine His light on the way they’ve been living. 

In Scripture, darkness is often a symbol for sin, death, sin’s consequence, and everything that is not of God. Conversely, light is often a symbol for redemption, spiritual awakening, goodness, peace, and all that is of God.
There seems to be resurgence these days of an interest in paganism, witchcraft, and the like. There is nothing new about the New Age. When missionaries brought the Gospel to the British Isles in the 6th century people fled paganism in droves and ran to Jesus because their former religion was darkness and the Lord was light. Light reveals darkness. Jesus is the light of this world and He vanquishes sin, spiritual bondage, death, hell, and the grave.

2. Life - giving: John 1:4: In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  Think about it. Light sets our biological clocks. It triggers in our brains the sensations of color. It even supplies the energy for things to grow. Without the light of the sun, plants die—and so would we if we didn’t get vitamin D in some other way. Light is literally a life-giving thing. F.T.T. is an acronym to describe an ailment where—for unknown reasons—a newborn infant is unable to gain weight or to grow. F.T.T. stands for “Failure to Thrive.” Without Jesus—people fail to thrive. Without Jesus people search in vain for joy. I think this is probably why thousands of books are published on the subject of how to be happy. People yearn for purpose and hope and joy—but look it in all the wrong places.    The fact is without Christ, our lives are lifeless. We would fail to thrive.

3. Comfort: Isaiah 60:20: Your sun will never set again, and your moon will wane no more; the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your days of sorrow will end...  Did you know that one small candle, properly reflected, will raise the temperature of an igloo from below freezing to over 45 degrees? In the Bible warmth is often equated with the comfort that God provides to the grieving, the rejected, and the oppressed. Where in your life do you need the warmth of the Savior? Jesus is our comfort in times of pain.
4. Guidance: Psalm 43:3:  Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me. Do you grasp this awesome truth? God is willing and able to guide every moment of our life. We don’t have to wander in darkness.  A grandfather took his little grandson for a walk in the woods. They stopped and the grandfather asked his grandson a question: Do you know where we are? The boy said: No! Grandpa then asked: Do you know where we’re going? The boy replied: No! The man chuckled and said: Well, I guess you’re lost then. The boy smiled at his grandpa and said: No, I’m not lost. I’m with you. Without the light of the Gospel, you will not know where you’ve been, where you’re going, or how you might get there. We are like the character Christian in the opening paragraphs of John Bunyan’s allegory The Pilgrim’s Progress: men and women clothed in rags, with the great burden of sin and guilt upon our backs. It isn’t until Evangelist points out the light of yonder wicket gate that we can see things aright.   Jesus points the way—to the Father. He gives direction in all areas of our life. Where do you need guidance today?
APPLICATION FOR OUR LIVES

The Light shines IN us to PENETRATE the dark places of our hearts: 1 John 1: 6-7: If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as his is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. The brightness of Jesus love wants to penetrate the dark places of our heart. Not to destroy us, but to remove the walls and barriers that prevents more of His light from shining forth from our lives. 

There is a story about the scorpion and the turtle. They were sitting on the edge of a wide and deep river and both wanted to cross. The turtle was observing the current and calculating the time and effort it will take him to swim to the other side. The scorpion asked: May I get on your back for a ride across this river? The turtle replied: No way! You will sting me and I’ll die. The scorpion: If I sting you we would both drown. The turtle thought for a minute:  But what about when we reach the other side. Scorpion: I’ll be too busy jumping off to dry land to be concerned about stinging you. Besides, I would be grateful for the favor, so I won’t hurt you; trust me. Turtle: Okay, get on!  He swam halfway across the river when the scorpion raised his stinger and pierced it deeply into the turtle’s neck. He instantly became too weak to swim and as he started to sink he uttered: Why did you do that? Now you are also going to die. It doesn’t make any sense. You said you would never do that to me. The Scorpion: I know, I know,     but I couldn’t help myself; it’s my nature. We could compare our sinful nature to that scorpion. No matter how hard we try not to, we are drawn to sin. That’s what we do. We naturally want to walk in the darkness. That is why we need Jesus to shine in us with his light constantly.

What would be revealed from our heart today? Imagine a flashlight filled with junk. It is the junk that keeps the light from shining. What are the things we are doing God wants us to stop? Where do we need the light of God to shine? The heartbeat of the Christian life is repentance. Like the battleship. Where do we need to change course in our life? Repent means to have a change of mind. Bring it to the cross and be cleansed. Every nook and cranny of our heart must be exposed to the light. Let the cleansing light of Christ shine in us to penetrate the dark places of our heart.

The Light shines THROUGH us to PUNCH holes in the darkness: Ephesians 5:8-11: 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. Jesus said we are to let our light shine before men. Robert Louis Stevenson before the days of electric lights saw the town lamplighter as he lit the street lights in succession. He was overwhelmed. He wrote in his journal about the lamplighter who went along “punching holes in the darkness.” 

We are commissioned by Christ to be darkness busters. The world is in a state of darkness, but does not know it.   The world believes it is enlightened. We will not solve the challenges of the world with the wisdom of the night.  Dark: Trust no one. Light: Trust in the Lord…Dark: Safe sex. Light: Flee sexual immorality… Dark: All roads lead to heaven. Light: Jesus is the way…Dark: Hold a grudge. Light: Forgive. Dark: Pro choice. Light: Pro Life.          We are Jesus torches called to punch holes in the darkness.  There are two basic reasons people don’t follow Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior: one, they have never met a Christian; and two, they have met a Christian. Think about that for a minute. If you asked a whole bunch of people why they aren’t Christians many will answer: that either one, they have never met a Christian, or God forbid, two, they have met a Christian. Christian influence is no small matter. We are to be children of the light.

There were two cars waiting at a stoplight. The light turned green, but the man did not notice it. A woman in the car behind him is watching traffic pass around them. The woman begins pounding on her steering wheel and yelling at the man to move. The man does not move. The woman is going ballistic inside her car, ranting and raving at the man, pounding on her steering wheel and dash.  The light turns yellow. The woman begins to blow the car horn, and screams curses at the man. The man, hearing the commotion, looks up, sees the yellow light and accelerates through the intersection just as the light turn’s red.  The woman is beside herself, screaming in frustration as she misses her chance to get through the intersection.  As she is still in mid-rant, she hears a tap on her window and looks up into the barrel of a gun held by a very serious looking police officer. After she shuts off the engine, the police officer orders her to exit her car with her hands up. She turns, places her hands on the car roof and quickly is cuffed and hustled into the patrol car. She is too bewildered by the chain of events to ask any questions and is driven to the police station where she is fingerprinted, photographed, searched, booked and placed in a cell.
After a couple of hours, a police officer approaches the cell and opens the door for her. She is escorted back to the booking desk where the original officer is waiting with her personal effects. He hands her the bag containing her things, and says: I’m really sorry for this mistake. But you see, I pulled up behind your car while you were blowing your horn, and cussing a blue streak at the car in front of you, and then I noticed the ‘Choose Life’ license plate holder, the ‘What Would Jesus Do’ and ‘Follow Me to Sunday School’ bumper stickers, and the chrome plated Christian fish emblem on the trunk, so naturally I assumed you had stolen the car. We have been charged with being light in our workplace, school, and in our neighborhood.  At times we have behaved more like the woman in the car. Our lifestyle has been anything but light. I’ve got great news. Jesus is ready to re-light our candle, recharge our batteries, or flip our switch back to the on position. He wants to come to us with his forgiveness and grace, and offer us the opportunity to once again be light in a dark and dying world. Let me share two stories of encouragement:
A young woman was arrested for being a Christian during the dark days of the Communist regime in Poland. She would not renounce her saving faith in Jesus Christ. She was placed in a rat – infested jail cell with no windows.  The jailer unscrewed the one light bulb in the cell and smashed it, leaving her in the frightening darkness. Guard:  We have taken away your light. Now what will you do? Woman: You cannot take away my light. Jesus is my Light and my Salvation.  Psalm 27:1:  The LORD is my light and my salvation— whom shall I fear?  The LORD is the stronghold of my life— of whom shall I be afraid?  It is a light that the darkness cannot take away. The darker it became, the brighter the light shone. You can see the stars best at night.  Jim Abbott was born without a right hand. He became a college All –American, Olympian, and a Major League standout in baseball. He pitched a no – hit, no –run game in the 1993 pennant race. When he heard about Erin Bower, who at age 5 lost a hand when a rigged tube of toothpaste exploded, he wrote a personal letter: When the final out was made, a lot of things went through my mind. The only thing, Erin that I did not pay attention to was my handicap. You see, it had nothing to do with anything. Jesus is looking for folks who will be light in the darkness.
A boy once heard his Sunday school teacher say that Jesus was the light of the world. After class, he went up to his teacher and said: If Jesus really is the light of the world, I wish He’d come hang out in my house. It’s awfully dark where I live. Is it dark where you live? Will you accept Jesus challenge? Place a candle, light bulb or flashlight on your desk or work station as a reminder that Jesus is the TRUE light.  Place a note on the mirror you stand before the most. Write the question: Do I see a reflection of Jesus in this mirror? Sing: This little Gospel Light of Mine! The Light shines IN us to penetrate the dark places of our heart.  The Light shines THROUGH us so we can punch holes in the darkness!  Will you shine for Jesus this week? AMEN!

