THE “I AM” SAYINGS OF JESUS

#3 I Am the Gate

September 25th, 2011 – John 10:7

At the magnificent cathedral in Milan, Italy, there are three possible doorways to gain entrance to that building.  Over the left doorway is carved an inscription that reads: All that which pleases is but for a moment. Above the door on the right is written: All that which troubles is but for a moment. Over the central door is the inscription: That only is important which is eternal. This reminds us that the doors we open – and the doors we allow ourselves to go through – determine not only the kind and quality of life we choose, but also our eternal destination.  This is the message behind Jesus third I AM saying:  I am the gate… Let’s read it from John 10: 1-10:   
1 “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep.  3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them.  7 Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved, He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.  Jesus shares these words to reassure his disciples that he is the true revelation of God – and also to expose those who were pretending to be shepherds – but really did not care for the sheep.  
The words used for thief (kleptes) and robber (leistes) are the same words used to describe Judas (a thief) and Barabbas (a robber). These are very strong words, and are intended to warn us against those who would seek to come in and steal our joy through dishonesty and falsehood.  Jesus is contrasting himself with the Pharisees.          By referencing the events of chapter 9 in which He gave sight to a man who was born blind. The Pharisees threw the man out of the temple. They did not really care much about him and his condition. They only wanted to use him for their own purposes.  These leaders were responsible to shepherd people but they refused to rejoice at the blind man’s healing.  Jesus accuses them of being thieves and robbers. 
A shepherd tended his sheep at the edge of a country road. A brand new Lincoln SUV screeches to a halt next to him. The driver, a young man asks: If I guess how many sheep you have, will you give me one of them?  The shepherd agreed. The young man parks the SUV, connects his notebook and wireless modem, enters the NASA uplink, scans the ground using his GPS, opens a database and 60 Excel tables filled with algorithms, then prints a report on his high tech mini printer. You have exactly 1,586 sheep here. The shepherd answers: That’s correct; you can have the sheep of your choice. The young man takes one of the animals and puts it in the back of his vehicle. The shepherd asks: If I guess your profession, will you pay me back in kind. The man agreed. You are a consultant. Man: Exactly! How did you know? Shepherd: First, you came here without being called. Second, you charged me a fee to tell me something I already knew. Third, you do not understand anything about my business and I’d really like to have my dog back. Some things don’t change. When Jesus declares Himself to be the gate, they may remember passages like Psalm 118:20: This is the gate of the LORD through which the righteous may enter. They would have understood that Jesus was claiming to be the door to a relationship with God. Our Lord is continually inviting us into a loving relationship with Himself.  For the believer the gate/door becomes a Special and Satisfying door.  
SPECIAL DOOR
One of the popular game shows is Let’s Make a Deal. You get to choose from one of 3 doors for the big prize.         If you select the right door your in good shape. Same is true of Christianity.  Door #1 – Religion -You do it!         Door #2 – World - You deserve it.   Door #3 – Jesus – I give it to you by grace. That is a special door.                     In Jesus day sheep were kept two ways: In town, sheep were kept in a large, communal pen where shepherds would often bring their flocks at night.  This was a roofless enclosure with high walls and one entrance guarded by a watchman.  The different flocks would mingle together throughout the night and then would be called out by the respective shepherds in the morning. The shepherds would only have to call the names of their flock.                       In the field the shepherd would make a makeshift shelter out of shrubs or rocks. This opening was smaller than the village gate. There was no actual door. The shepherd literally becomes the door or gate to keep the sheep in and the wild animals out.  Jesus’ picture would again be familiar to the people of His day. This door is special two ways:
Unique: Matthew 7:13-14: Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life and only a few find it. He tells us that this is a wide gate we could call the door of human achievement. Most people, if they give any thought to spiritual things at all (and many do, to be sure!) think in terms of doing those things which will qualify them morally to be good enough to achieve their version of heaven.
Mormons – Seek to become gods by exalting themselves toward godhood through certain means. They believe that Jesus was simply a man who became God that God the Father was once a man like us, and so they try to do the same. Jehovah’s Witnesses – Try to make themselves worthy by their good works to be one of the 144,000 that will be in heaven (well, that’s what they think). I say, “pity poor number 144,001.”  Secularist – Tries to achieve his version of heaven on earth through his human reasoning. New Agers & Buddhists – Try to stimulate their inner godhood. Muslims – Engage in all sorts of religious activity in order to appease Allah. Truth is that all of these various approaches can ultimately be rolled into one, under the caption: what can I do to earn my way into my understanding of heaven?
There is a second door; let’s call it the door of divine accomplishment. Jesus tells us that this door is narrow; not many find it. It is unattractive to our human pride, because those who do enter cannot claim that they deserve what they find when they walk through. Those who enter this gate can boast no self-achievement, because the salvation that is found through Jesus rules out our good deeds as a contributing factor. Instead, the salvation that is found through the door of divine accomplishment is wrapped up in what Jesus did on the cross of Calvary. He paid the price that we could not possibly pay; He did for us what we could not possibly do. Jesus paid it all.
Now that is highly unpopular today, downright intolerant, this is the worst thing that one can be in our politically-correct culture of the day. Our world says that there are many doors…you just have to pick one…they all lead up the same mountain. Tolerance can only be the supreme virtue in a society which has lost the will and the means to distinguish right from wrong, truth from error.—sounds like contemporary American culture. If tolerance is our chief value, then when it comes to matters of a spiritual nature, sincerity comes to be our chief aim. Sincerity is not much of a virtue, for one can be sincere in belief and be sincerely wrong! Chances are good that you will enjoy some type of dish which involves a vegetable sincerely thought to be poisonous by many as late as a century ago. In fact, George Washington Carver took to public stages to eat this particular “dangerous” vegetable thought to be deadly by so many people; he would lustily bite into a plump, juicy…tomato. Sometimes sincerity has worse consequences. Many passengers on the Titanic were no doubt sincerely convinced that the ship was unsinkable. Sincerity alone was unable to save many from a watery, icy grave. Sincerity, to have practical value in life and in eternity, must be grounded in truth. When the sincerity of those passengers met with the truth of a massive iceberg, truth won! Jesus is the unique special door that only those who are chosen by grace through faith can be saved.
Intimate: Notice the sheep did not listen to the thieves and robbers. They know the voice of the shepherd. Jesus is a special door because He invites intimacy. You know that some bosses have a closed door policy and you can never get in to see them. Others have an open-door policy and our very approachable. Jesus door is always open and invites us to get to know Him or to deepen our relationship with him. Rev. 3:20: Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. This was written to the church and the invitation was for intimate fellowship with Jesus. A man in Australia was arrested and charged with stealing a sheep. He protested that it was one of his own that had been missing for many days.      When the case went to court, the judge didn’t know how to decide the matter. Finally he asked that the sheep be brought into the courtroom. Then he ordered the plaintiff to step outside and call the animal. The sheep made no response except to raise its head and look frightened. The judge then instructed the defendant to go to the courtyard and call the sheep. When the accused man began to make his distinctive call, the sheep ran toward the door and that voice. He recognized the familiar voice of his master. "His sheep knows him," said the judge. "Case dismissed!" 
Dave Johnson has called the Triple Crown races for ABC-TV. When away from the horse races Johnson does a great deal of commercial and voice-over work. He said: I tried out for a spot in a commercial where they wanted someone to say, they’re off! The casting director: I want you to sound like the guy who calls the Kentucky Derby. Dave: No problem, I am the guy who calls the Kentucky Derby. I figured I was a cinch to get the part. The funny thing is—I didn’t! Apparently there was someone who sounded more like me that I did.  My sheep know my voice…What is your response to Jesus invitation during the week? Too busy or I can’t wait Lord to fellowship with you. Nothing can substitute for an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. Accept no substitutes. May we not take this special door for granted in our walk with Jesus. Are you?
SATISFYING DOOR
John 10:9-10: I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved, He will come in and go out, and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. A woman was wearing a large sign on her backpack that read: This child tends to shoplift. Please inform mother. Thieves sneak into sheep pens really for only a couple reasons…they want to steal the sheep or kill the sheep. They are on a destructive path. The thieves that Jesus may have been referring to were false prophets or the Pharisees. But Satan is referred to a thief and is in the business of ripping off things far more important than candy from the check out line. That is his nature. That is why our world is full of unhappy and dissatisfied people.  People everywhere are looking for answers to the emptiness they feel inside. They will try anything, if it might bring them some sort of satisfaction or happiness. This explains why there is so much divorce, suicide, drug dependency, alcohol abuse, depression, emotional, and psychological disorders. 
We are promised a full and satisfying life. Such a person is getting the most out of life. They are living it to the fullest. They are not just merely existing, or simply "trying to make a living." The word full is a unique word in that it means, Beyond what is necessary or superabundant or excessively superior. The good news is that not only did Jesus come to save us, but he also came to give us a full life. This is much like a second blessing: Fullness of the forgiven life that assures us that our destiny is eternal life in heaven. Plus we can enjoy "life to the full" while we are on earth.  Some folks live life like a hamster and its owner. Each morning Sam hits the wheel, stopping only to grab a bite to eat. He’s driven by some ingrained belief that his effort is getting him somewhere. Trudge, trudge, trudge. Nibble, nibble, and nibble. He has a few occasional treats to break the monotony. That’s Sam’s life… and life for Sam’s hamster is almost as bad. Life seems pretty meaningless sometimes. How about your life?
Mark Twain wrote shortly before his death: A myriad of men are born; they labor and sweat and struggle…they squabble and scold and fight…age creeps up on them; infirmities follow…those they love are taken from them, and the joy of life is turned to aching grief. Release comes at last…and they vanish from a world where they were of no consequence…a world that will lament them a day and forget them forever. Listen to Eugene Peterson’s take on this in his paraphrase, The Message: I came so they can have real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed of. “More and better” life; that’s what Jesus is the Doorway to: True love in a world of hatred. Inner peace in a world of turmoil. Joy in a world where happiness comes and goes. Purpose in a world that doesn’t make much sense. Wisdom in a world that is “ever learning, but never coming to truth.  Soul prosperity in a world that measures prosperity by such silly things as bank accounts, and net worth. 
This abundant life is meant to be normal and is intended to be lived now. It’s not a special stage for super saints. He has chosen us and He has a mission for our life. Are you tuned in to Him or have you allowed Satan to steal some things from you?  He steals our love for Jesus.   Our love for earthly things becomes stronger than heavenly things. He kills our joy. He loves to get us to blame God and others for the bad things that have happened to us.               He destroys our purpose.  Some have been knocked off track because the devil has destroyed their purpose of living for Christ in all we do. Someone said: The pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity; while the optimist sees the opportunity in every difficulty.  It could be an absolutely gorgeous day and you walk up to them and begin a conversation by saying: Isn’t it a beautiful day? They respond: I guess it is but it’s supposed to rain tomorrow!         Enthusiasm is contagious and so is the lack of it. I believe that could be also be said about the attitudes we have, and how we look at things. Positive and negative thinking are both contagious. Positive thinking in the church often leads to new ideas, new ministries, new programs, new growth, and an overall optimistic outlook. On the other hand, negative thinking usually causes problems like: division, decline, and an overall pessimistic outlook. Which one is the attitude of living the full life in Christ?  If you need some encouragement let me share this story:
Charlie Wedemeyer from Los Gatos, California, coached the high-school football team to the only state championship they’ve ever won. One day, Zig Ziglar attended a practice session with Charlie and his team. As the two of them were carrying on an extended conversation from the sidelines during a football practice, periodically an assistant coach would run up and ask questions about an offensive or defensive assignment. How do you keep them from trap-blocking on that play? Without hesitation, Charlie, who had been watching intently during their entire conversation, would spell out the specifics he should follow. Zig Ziglar noted that the amazing thing was that the only parts of Charlie’s body he could move were his eyes and mouth. Charlie suffered from Lou Gehrig’s disease. This disease had physically affected Charlie so dramatically that no sound could come from his mouth. His wife, Lucy, was his interpreter. She would read his lips and effectively delivered the message.  Charlie had the most remarkable attitude and the greatest sense of humor. Not only did Charlie coach football, but he traveled and spoke regularly to people in churches, schools, businesses, and prisons. He communicates a powerful message of faith, hope, courage, love and a never-give-up spirit, which are all ingredients of the abundant life, aren’t they!  On May of 1992, he was honored as the Disabled American of the Year by President Bush. Charlie, who was once Hawaii’s Athlete of the Decade for the 1960’s, wrote an inspirational book called "Charlie’s Victory". He might be the only speaker in America who can’t speak. Charlie lives the abundant life, despite his circumstances. As you look around this world, you will notice many who have far less than you or I, but have overcome their situations of poverty, physical limitations, child abuse or other difficulties and discovered the abundant life that Jesus has promised.
Are you thriving or just surviving? Do you need to have your love, joy and purpose back? Ask God to repossess what rightfully belongs to you by grace through faith. Life is more than just eating and sleeping, working and spending, studying and forgetting.  Reflect on what it means practically that Jesus is the Gate: You are living the full life when... 1. You clearly understand that failure is an event, not a person; that yesterday ended last night, and today is your brand new day. 2. You have made friends with your past, are focused on the present, and optimistic about your future. 3. You know that success doesn’t make you, and failure doesn’t break you. 4. You are filled with faith, hope, and love, and live with purpose in Christ. 5. You are mature enough to delay gratification and shift your focus from your rights to your responsibilities. 6. You are secure in who you are so at peace with God and others.   7. You can look back in forgiveness, forward in hope, down in compassion, and up with gratitude. 8. You have made friends of you adversaries, and have gained the respect of those who know you best. 9. You love the unlovable, give hope to the hopeless, friendship to the friendless, and encouragement to the discouraged.                10. You know that "he who would be the greatest among you must become the servant of all". That is the attitude   of one who believes Jesus when He says: I am the gate…That is a relationship that is special and satisfying. AMEN!
