THE “I AM” SAYINGS OF JESUS

#4 I Am the Good Shepherd

October 2nd, 2011 – John 10:11

What comes to mind when you see the picture of Jesus carrying a little lamb? (safe, protected, care, rescue, love)                        For many this is the very first image they have of Jesus. Let’s explore this fourth I AM saying of Jesus: John 10:11:  11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.  14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”   Two times Jesus says: I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD!
WHO DOES NOT NEED A GOOD SHEPHERD? 
Two words in the Greek for GOOD: Agathos:  from which we get the name Agatha Christy.  It means good in the sense of moral quality. I might paint a painting (Jesus holding lamb) that is in good taste. Morally it would be good but artistically lousy because I am not an artist. Kalos:  If you want to express good in terms of not only moral quality but a profoundly good piece of art the word used was kalos. This word expressed not only moral goodness, but adds the quality of loveliness, or attractiveness to it. It is the kind of goodness that makes us feel wanted and secure.  This is the word used here. Jesus is the good one, excellent and superior in every feature – full of beauty and loveliness, incapable of doing anything bad.  Good in every attribute as God is good.  
To Jesus listeners this would have been shocking and scandalous. In their minds only God is good and King David was their shepherd. Jesus was declaring Himself to be their shepherd and their God. Jesus is saying to them that He is greater than David. Of course this would send the Pharisees into an uproar. They would consider this heresy. They considered them selves to be the shepherds of Israel – but now that Jesus has stepped onto the scene, He has exposed them as self-serving, self-centered frauds. Israel needed a Good Shepherd. So do we!
Characteristics of Sheep: In the Bible we are MOST often compared to sheep. Of all the animals God created sheep require more attention than any other livestock. They are very simple minded and stubborn. Have you ever seen a group of trained sheep in a circus? They can get so stubborn nothing moves them. They are dirty & wayward. They can't keep themselves clean, and smell atrocious. They tend to wander off easily, perhaps because they can't see very far....less than 15 yards. And, no matter how many times you bring wayward sheep back, they are prone to wander off again because they can't learn from their mistakes. They have no homing instincts.  It’s a goner unless someone rescues it.  They are defenseless and dependent. They don't have much of a bite- no natural defense.  To make matters worse they are top-heavy and their legs are spindly. This makes them slow. They also susceptible to all kinds of diseases....they will eat too much if you let them and get sick. They are easily frightened and confused.   They require constant oversight, leading, rescue, and cleaning or they will die. Sheep are helpless.
One gal decided to change her hair color.  She set out for a drive in the country where she came across a herd of sheep. She stopped to talk with the shepherd. If I guess the total number of sheep can I have one? The shepherd agreed but was absolutely shocked when she guessed correctly – 382. He kept his promise and allowed her to pick one out to take home. After she picked out her sheep and put it in her car, the shepherd said he had a proposition for her – If I can guess your real hair color, can I have my dog back?  At times we can get very confused as well. Some of us are near-sighted, we can’t see things beyond our nose, and sometimes our only defense is to try to run away from our problems…There are only two kinds of people in this world – baptized (in Christ)  non – baptized (lost)… We are like sheep - helpless and lost without a shepherd. One woman said she must tell her husband exactly where to go when he needs to get some place. She said: He once got lost coming down a straight mountain road with no turn – offs. Without Jesus our lives would be void of direction and guidance.
Most Americans thrive on being independent rather than dependent on anyone or anything. When we admit our need for Jesus being our Good Shepherd we are simply admitting our need for the grace and mercy of Jesus Christ in our lives. We realize that we must give Christ the place He deserves to have in our lives. He created us therefore our lives belong to Him. These characteristics of sheep led Dr. Bob Smith, professor of philosophy at Bethel College, to say that the existence of sheep alone disproves evolution – they could not survive any battle for the fittest. Calling us “sheep” might not feel like a great complement; but being the “good shepherd” greatly exalts God’s care and compassion. Who does not need a GOOD SHEPHERD? Let’s look at some characteristics of our good shepherd.
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Sacrificial Love: John 10:11:  11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. This truth is of crucial importance because it is repeated four times (vv. 11, 15, 17 and 18).  That’s a twist. Sheep were raised in the shadows of the Temple for the single purpose of becoming a sacrifice. Yet he in the shadow of the Temple, the Good Shepherd is about to lay down His life once and for all for the sheep. When cowboys in Argentina or Brazil would come to a piranha infested river, through which they had to drive their cows, they would protect the herd by taking one cow up stream a few hundred yards where they would kill it and throw it in the river. The piranha would attack the dead cow and while they were thus distracted the cowboys would lead the rest of the herd across safely. Jesus willingly died for you and me so that our sins may be forgiven and that we may live a full life in Him.
Jesus contrasts himself with the hired hands who simply watch over the sheep because they are paid or compensated for the job. The story is told how Satan one day tried to sneak into heaven as a believer. He told St. Peter that he loved people. Peter asks to see the scars on his hands but Satan refuse to show his hands. Peter: You have not really loved until you have scars and wounds. Peter showed Satan a picture of Jesus and held a candle to the wounds on Christ’s body and Satan hid his face in shame a crawled away. Satan was exposed for the kind of shepherd he was. 
This issue seems to be one of motivation – attitude – and missional purposes. Those who hire and employ people say that one of the most difficult characteristics to find in people is that of loyalty and commitment. It is easy to push a ticket into a clock – it is more difficult to really love and care about what you do. We make the same distinction about doctors and other professionals. You sense the difference between the ones you feel really care about you and those in it for a paycheck. They are looking for more than a fee but a way to serve and love others.  A shepherd in Jesus day if he truly did his job with all of his being, and not just for the money would be willing and able to lay down his life for the sheep he was protecting. Jesus was willing to lay down his life for us, his sheep. He wasn’t in it for the money or the glory, he was willing to lay down his life, to sacrifice his life for us so that we night gain life. 

In the summer of 1941 in the Nazi concentration camp of Auschwitz a prisoner had disappeared. He was later found drowned in a camp latrine, but the camp authorities decided to impose the rule that if anyone escaped from the prison, ten men would be confined to the starvation bunker, deprived of food and water until they would die.  Among the ten selected was Franciszek Gajowniczek, who had been imprisoned for helping the Polish resistance movement.  When he was selected, he could not hold back a cry of anguish as he thought of his wife and children. Maximillian Kolbe stepped forward: I am a Catholic priest. Let me take his place.  I am old.  He has a wife and children. Amazingly, he agreed to Kolbe’s request.  Franciszek Gajowniczek was sent back to the ranks and Kolbe was thrown down the stairs of Building 13 with the other victims and left to starve.  Kolbe used his last days to encourage and pray for the men who were with him in the cell. Franciszek Gajowniczek later said: I could only thank him with my eyes. I was stunned and could hardly grasp what was going on. The immensity of it: I, the condemned, am to live and someone else willingly and voluntarily offers his life for me – a stranger. Is this some dream?  I was put back into my place without having had time to say anything to Maximilian Kolbe. I was saved. And I owe to him the fact that I could tell you all this. He spent the rest of his days touring the world and telling others of the man who took his place. He died in 1995. What a powerful story of sacrificial love and commitment. 
Romans 12:1 tells us we are to offer our bodies as living sacrifices. We are all called daily to die to our sinful nature and the loves and cares of this world. How are you doing in dying to the things of this world that we may grow in Jesus Christ?  Is spending time reading and studying His Word a regular priority?  Are you a faithful manager of the resources God has entrusted you with? Are you using your gifts to serve others in Jesus name? Are we dying to our schedules so we may Proclaim Christ in a Changing World? Jesus empowers us to live sacrificially!

Relationship: John 10:14: I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me…He calls his own sheep by name. Sheep look a lot alike to the untrained eye, but the shepherd knows them personally.         Know (ginosko) means to know experientially and was used as a Jewish expression for physical intimacy.  This is not book knowledge, but personal knowledge. Shepherds tell us that if one looks close you will notice that each sheep has its own peculiar traits and markings:  One may walk a little sideways… have bowed feet…be missing a patch of wool on its back.  These are not just sheep: they are Limpy, Blackie, Nosie, Patch, and so on. The shepherd names his sheep and he knows them by name, but the only way a shepherd can get to know his sheep – is to live with his sheep… he has to relate to them…We live in a relationship with Christ by faith. Jesus knows our peculiar traits and markings as we live in relationship with Him daily.
A man in Australia was arrested and charged with stealing a sheep, but the man protested that he didn’t steal the sheep, it belonged to him. When the case went to court, the judge didn’t know how to decide the matter, so he asked that the sheep be brought into the courtroom. Then he ordered the plaintiff to step outside in the hallway and call the animal. The sheep made no response. Then the judge asked the defendant to step into the hallway and call the sheep. When the accused man began to call the sheep by name, the sheep ran towards the door. It was obvious that it recognized the voice of its master. The judge said: He knows his sheep and his sheep know him – case dismissed! Sheep may not be too bright but they have enough sense to recognize their true Shepherd. When he calls they will follow.  This is how shepherds proved ownership in Jesus' day. They didn't have brands or marks. Each shepherd had his own distinctive call and sheep would only respond to that call! Jesus is the only safe voice to follow!
I don’t know if there is anything more uplifting than for someone to know our name. That was one of the secrets that made Andrew Carnegie so successful. When we was ten years old he told boys in the neighborhood that if they would go out every day a pull enough grass and clover to feed the rabbits, he would name the rabbits in their honor. He never forgot that incident. Years later he made millions by using the same technique in business. He wanted to sell steel rails to J. Edgar Thomson, president of the Pennsylvania Railroad. He built a huge steel mill in Pittsburgh and called it the J. Edgar Thomson Steel works. When the Pennsylvania Railroad needed steel rails, where do you suppose J. Edgar Thomson bought them? If it is special when our name is known on earth, how much more heaven?
Isn’t this a wonderful truth? The Lord has millions of sheep but He knows everyone of them personally by name.  To the government we may just be a number but not the God of the Universe. He not only knows our name, he knows our natures. He knows our trials and temptations. He knows our strengths and our weaknesses. He knows everything about us –even our darkest thoughts! The good news is that he loves us anyway. There is not a sorrow that we have today that He is not aware. A young lady came to a pastor: How can I believe that God is interested in what happens to me? The pastor replied: Look at your fingers. There are billions of finger tips in the world, but no others are like yours. Even your finger tips have had special attention from God.  When we come to the table:  Given and shed for you (put in your own name). It does not get anymore personal than that.  C.S. Lewis: We are not ordinary mortals, but everlasting splendors. That beats being a number to  Social Security any day. Our hearts should respond with gratitude from having a personal relationship with Jesus. Reflect on this amazing truth.

Value of Grace: John 10:16:  I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. Jesus valued everyone He came in contact with and He went out of His way to “seek and save the lost.” He loved to give grace to those who had little value in the eyes of the church crowd. In John 4, Jesus spoke words of life to a woman who had multiple marriage partners and was living with another man. Instead of condemning her, He gave her what she was really looking for – a relationship with the Good Shepherd. In John 8, when the righteous religious people were ready to wipe out a woman caught in adultery, instead of slinging a stone, Jesus launched some love and gave some grace. At times Christians can be hard on people when they mess up, but we need to practice some grace. Why do we get so angry with people who sin differently than we do? Christians act like their sins smell better than the sins of others.
Two guys were walking through the woods and came across a big deep hole.  They pick up a few pebbles and throw them in and wait... no noise.  They pick up a couple football-sized rocks and toss them into the hole. Nothing. They see a railroad tie over in the woods and toss it in. Not a sound comes from the hole.  Suddenly, out of the nearby woods, a sheep appears, running like the wind. Suddenly it leaps in the air and into the hole.  Out of the woods comes a farmer who asks if they saw his sheep.  Men: One just jumped into this hole. Farmer: That couldn’t have been my sheep. Mine was chained to a railroad tie. Sins chains can only be broken by the grace of God!
On August 19, 1999, freelance photographer Michael Clancy was hired by USA Today to photograph a fetal surgery for spina bifida that was done on a preborn baby. At the end of the operation the baby’s hand slipped out. The doctor reached down with his finger and held Samuel’s little hand. I wish this image could be shown on every newscast and run in every newspaper in America. Every teenager should see it.  It is an unmistakable reminder that a baby is growing and developing in the womb. It’s not a blob of tissue. A preborn baby is fully human from the moment of conception. Little Samuel’s parents wept for days when they saw this picture. His mother said this:     The photo reminds us that my pregnancy wasn’t about disability or illness. It was about a little person.
Michael Clancy had his picture taken with Sam in 2007. The baby in the womb is a tiny human being with an eternal soul being formed in the “image of God.” To take the life of someone created in God’s image is to indirectly attack the God who created life. Abortion is sinful, but it’s forgivable. While we need to speak out against moral concerns in our society, we must also offer love and compassion to those who need help. We are called to make disciples, not win arguments. A survey of 260 post-abortive women revealed, 92% have experienced feelings of guilt and 87% have suffered depression. We exist as the church to offer the grace, mercy and forgiveness of Jesus Christ in a world chained by sin, darkness, and deception. Like Jesus we must learn to value grace as well!

An elderly man was walking along the beach early one morning when he noticed a teenager picking up starfish and flinging them into the sea. He asked him what he was doing. The student responded by saying that the stranded starfish would die if they were left in the morning sun. The man chuckled a bit and said: But the beach goes on for miles and miles, and there are millions of starfish. You can’t save all of them! How can your effort make any difference? The young man looked at the starfish in his hand and then threw it safely into the water. He then turned, and looked at the older man: It makes a difference to this one. Who do you know that needs grace this week?
Reflect on MAX LUCADO’S comparison of COWBOYS & COWS to SHEPHERDS & SHEEP... Behold the hero of the American west: The Cowboy. Behold the hero of the Bible: The Shepherd. On the surface he appears similar to the cowboy. He, too, is rugged. He sleeps where the jackals howl and works where the wolves prowl. Never off duty. Always alert. Like the cowboy, he makes his roof the stars and the pasture his home. But that is where the similarities end. You see, the shepherd loves his sheep. It's not that the cowboy doesn't appreciate the cow; its' just that he doesn't KNOW the animal. He doesn't even want to. Have you ever seen a picture of a cowboy caressing a cow? Have you ever seen a shepherd with his arms around a sheep? Sure! Why the difference? Simple. The cowboy leads the cow to slaughter. The shepherd leads the sheep to be shorn. The cowboy wants the meat of the cow. The shepherd wants the wool of the sheep. And so they treat the animals differently. The cowboy drives the cattle. The shepherd leads the sheep. A herd of cattle has a dozen cowboys...a flock has one shepherd. The cowboy wrestles, brands, herds, and ropes. The shepherd leads, guides, feeds, and anoints. The cowboy knows the names of the trail hands. The shepherd knows the names of the sheep. The cowboy whoops and hollers at the cows. The shepherd calls each sheep by name. Aren't we glad Christ didn't call himself The Good Cowboy? AMEN!
