THE “I AM” SAYINGS OF JESUS

#6 I Am the Way
October 16th, 2011 – John 14:1-6
Lucy and Linus are looking out the window and it is raining quite hard. Lucy says: Look at it rain. What if it floods the whole world again? Linus says with confidence: God promised Noah that it would never happen again. The sign is the promise of the rainbow. Lucy: You sure have taken a great load off my mind. Linus: Sound theology has a way of doing that!  What is weighing heavy on your mind today? For many it’s economic. This illustration will help us put the cost of gas in perspective:  A 20-ounce bottle of Gatorade costs $1.59…or $10.17 per gallon… A 9-ounce bottle of Evian water costs $1.49…that’s $21.19 for a gallon… 4 ounces of Pepto Bismal costs $3.85…or $123.20 per gallon…A 6-ounce bottle of Nyquil costs $5.75…or $178.13 a gallon! Be thankful that we don’t have to fill up with Nyquil! As we come to John 14 there were some things weighing heavy on the minds of Jesus disciples.
Jesus is in the upper room with the disciples (Maundy Thursday). He is about to drop several bombs on them that that is about to rock their world. He washes their feet like a servant. Unheard of. He want them to love one another. Someone in the group is going to betray Him. Peter is going to deny Jesus. Most disturbing of all is that Jesus is going to leave them. He is going to die. He knows about the illegal trials of the night, of the cross & the borrowed tomb.  He tries to prepare the disciples for all that.  With this background Jesus speaks truth that staggers the imagination with some of the greatest words ever to fall from His lips. He provides comfort and peace when His followers are filled with fear and uncertainty. We read John 14:1-6 for the 6th I AM SAYING:
 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”  5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”  6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. When life drops its bombs on us we have the same assurances from Jesus that He shared with the disciples:
TRUST IN MY PRESENCE!
John 14:1: Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, trust also in me. That phrase means to stop letting your hearts be troubled, indicating that they were shook up pretty bad. Troubled means, to be stirred up.  Jesus is saying: You trust in God who is invisible and that’s great; now it’s time to trust in me, even though I will be leaving you for awhile. Now remember, when you can no longer see me, don’t stop trusting in me. You can trust in my presence! Later in this same chapter, in verse 27, Jesus says: Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not let them be afraid. The only way to have peace in the midst of troubled times is to trust in Christ.  We have always found it easier to trust in things that we can see & touch. We have a little bit of Thomas in us: Unless I see the nail marks in His hands & put my finger where the nails were, & put my hand into His side, I will not believe it (John 20:25). So Jesus shows him & he believes. Then Jesus told him: Thomas, because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen & yet have believed (John 20:29). It is easier sometimes to trust in the visible than the invisible wouldn’t you say?
The things we can see are only temporary. The automobile in which you rode to church today is temporary. This building, the pews on which you are sitting, all are temporary. All are subject to decay. A busy mother put her two boys to bed. After tucking them in & listening to their prayers, she thought: Now I can have some time to myself. 
She took a nice warm shower, & then headed for the den.  Just then she heard sounds of a pillow fight going on in the boy’s bedroom. She threw open their door, & said: You kids get right back in bed & don’t make another sound. The two boys turned to each other: Who was that? We look in the mirror & see our aging bodies, & realize that they are temporary. All the things you can see & touch are only here for a little while & then are gone. But the things you can’t see last forever. This is a hard lesson for us to learn, isn’t it? Yet it is an important lesson, because when we face troubles & difficulties in life, we need to remember as Christians that Jesus has promised, He will be with us always. He will never leave us or forsake us. What is getting you all stirred up this morning? Trust in His presence.
TRUST IN MY PROMISES!
John 14:2-4: 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going. Jesus is saying: I’m not just going to show you the way to the place I’ve prepared, or just give you a map. I promise to come back and take you to that place so that we can be together forever. Then you’ll finally be home. 
The Bible is full of the promises of God and not one of them has ever been broken.  He promised the children of Israel a land where there would be milk & honey. It took a while for the promise to be fulfilled, but finally it was fulfilled. He promised a Messiah, & that took a long time. But it, too, was fulfilled.  Jesus the Savior was born. Now God promises that He is coming back for us. Someday we’ll be with Him forever & ever.  Psalm 145:13: The Lord is faithful to all His promises and loving toward all He has made.  Jesus tells us: You can trust in My promises.
The Bible uses a lot of different words to describe heaven. In one place it is called a country indicating the vastness of heaven. In another it is called a city indicating a large number of inhabitants. It is called a kingdom indicating that there is a governmental structure to it all. It is called paradise indicating its beauty & desirability. But here it is called, My Father’s house, & that is another way of saying, It is home. Home is a place where you can be yourself. Home is where you can let your hair down and kick off your shoes. Home is where you can say what you are thinking. Home is where you’re always accepted & loved. You’re not just a guest. You are a resident. You live there. That is home. Jesus is saying: I’m going to take you to My Father’s house, & it will be your home, too.     You’ll be a part of the family. You’ll be home where you belong.
We often think that this is the land of the living, and that when we die we go the land of the dead. The opposite is really true – this is the land of the dying, when our life here is over, we are transferred to the land of the living – either to a place of eternal joy or to a place of eternal torment. There are really only two possible destinations.      The word for rooms here means to “abide” or “remain,” or “dwell” and refers to something that is not temporary, but permanent. Friends, our place here on earth won’t last but we’re headed to a place that is everlasting. The word that Jesus used comes from the eastern custom that when a son grows up & gets married, he brings his bride back home again. And the father adds another room onto His house for them. Then when another son grows up & gets married, they add another room. The house just keeps getting bigger & bigger, as the family stays together. 
Jesus has prepared a room for us even though there was no room for Him when He was born. In fact, He left the disciples in order to get it ready for them, and for us. Marian Anderson, the great singer, was once asked: What is the most memorable moment of your life? When she answered, she didn’t mention the time she sang before the president, or the time that she was invited to sing before the king & queen of England, or singing before 76,000 people on Easter morning in Washington, D.C. She said: The most memorable moment of my life was when I came home to my mother & said, Mama, you don’t have to take in laundry anymore. That’s the most memorable moment of my life. Think about heaven for a minute. Much of me is already there. My name is written there. My citizenship is there. My Savior is there. My inheritance is there. My loved ones are there. So much of me is already there. Jesus guarantees that if we put our full confidence in Him, we’ll be with Him forever. We’ll get new bodies, & we won’t have to worry about getting old & sick & all the other things that plague us here. We’re almost there. Don’t become discouraged or fainthearted.  Trust His promises. Heaven is a prepared place for prepared people and because of that we can have peace right now. Trust His presence, His promises and then, commit to trust His plan.
TRUST IN MY PLAN!
Thomas spoke up for the rest of the confused disciples. The just did not get it. What in the world does Jesus mean? At least Thomas was not afraid to ask the question: Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?   Jesus says I have a plan: I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. I am the way that reveals the truth about God and gives life to those who believe. All three concepts are active. Without the way there is no going, without the truth there is no knowing, without the life there is no living. After the fall we became alienated from God, no longer able to perceive truth and lost spiritual life. Jesus is the way that reconciles us to the Father, reveals truth of God’s plan, and renews that life daily. We need all three don’t we?    How does this mesh in a pluralistic society like ours that values variety and excludes exclusive truth claims?     Every word challenges the fundamental beliefs of our culture; let’s look at these three R’ more closely:
Reconciliation: Jesus does not merely show the way; He is Himself the way. This has a twofold meaning.          He is the way from God to us in that all divine blessings come down from the Father through the Son. He is also the way from us to God. The only way to get to God is through Jesus. He spans the distance between God and sinners. Reconciliation with the Father is only possible through the forgiveness we receive through Jesus Christ.  Studies in comparative religion have concluded that there is a common denominator to all religions. Out of this quest          “The Mountain Analogy” was developed. God is pictured at the peak of the mountain with mankind at the bottom.  According to this illustration, the story of religion is the account of man’s effort to move from the base of the mountain to the peak of union with God. The mountain has many roads. Some go by a direct path. Other roads wind all over the mountain, but eventually reach the top. The bottom line, according to this analogy, is that all religious roads, though they differ in route, ultimately arrive at the same place. 

There was a woman whose father always told her: If you ever get in a blizzard, follow a snow plow. One day she found herself in a blizzard and sure enough she spotted a snow plow and followed it. She kept following the snow plow for quite awhile. Finally, it stopped and the driver got out and said: Lady, I just got done plowing at K Mart and I’m on my way to Wal-Mart. You can follow me if you like. She was following but she wasn’t getting anywhere. Here’s the rub. Jesus very clearly states that there’s only one way to the summit. All the other roads are dead-ends.  In our society there is an increasing opposition (even among Christians) to what appears to them to be intolerant and exclusive claims. It has provoked people to respond: Christians are arrogant to think Jesus is the only way, that somehow they have a corner of the market on God. An article Faith for the Future written by a United Methodist pastor in a magazine called the Futurist (Sept./Oct. 2005) basically said: If Christianity was going to survive in the future it must evolve to remove these exclusive claims which divide people. Instead we must create a faith which is more inclusive of other views and particularly embraces science. Otherwise Christianity will become an extinct dinosaur totally out of touch with today’s culture. How tragic to abandon the Word of God because the church would not supposedly survive in our ever changing society.  
A Chinese believer shared he was sinking deeper in a miry pit with all of his efforts to find peace, futile. Looking up a voice said: I am Confucius, the father of your country. If you had obeyed my teachings, you would never have landed where you are now. If you ever get out of this pit be careful to follow my teachings. Buddha came and looked into the pit: My child, you must quit the condition in which you find yourself. Relax, fold your arms and meditate. Soon you will find Nirvana, which is the peace we all desire. He asked for help out of the pit but got none. Then there came another man. His face reflected sorrow and suffering. He came down in the well and pulled me out. He gave me dry cloths and said: Follow me, I will never leave you or forsake you. That was Jesus. That is why I became a Christian. He descended into the depth where I was. He saved me with His own hands, and I will follow Him. He is the only one who forgives sins so we may be reconciled to the Father. 
Revelation: The word “truth” in Scripture is used in two ways: true as contrasted with false, and genuine as opposed to fake. Jesus is authentic and trustworthy. Jesus reveals Gods plan and character. Truth is the scarcest commodity in the world. We hear people say, “that might be true for you, but it’s not for me.” Researcher George Barna has discovered that nearly 75% of Americans do NOT believe in absolute truth. Chuck Colson writes that the dominant worldview of many younger Americans can be summed up in one word: “Whatever.” People today don’t seem that interested in truth. Without the clarity and consistency of absolute moral truth, we are reduced to doing what seems right, feels good, what produces the least resistance, and what provides the greatest personal fulfillment. 

Sometimes truth is revealed quickly, other times slowly. A scientist proudly said to God: We do not need you any more. Science has finally figured out a way to create life out of nothing. We can no do what You did in the beginning. We can take dirt and form it into the likeness of You and breathe life into it, creating man. God: Show me! The scientist bends down to the earth and starts to mold the soil. God interrupts taking the soil from the scientist: Get your own dirt!  Jesus rises above our cultural confusion and reveals: I am the truth. Get to know me and you will discover that which is totally true and transforming. Truth is a very exclusive thing because it implies an objective standard. It is not something that changes with the whims of emotion or time or culture. What was true yesterday is true today! Hebrews 13:8: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. That’s revelation.
When the intelligence gathering ship, the U.S.S. Pueblo, was captured by North Korea in 1968, the crew was imprisoned. The North Koreans would not permit their captives to have Bibles. The men of the Pueblo put together a Bible from memory. Each recalled what verses he could. They wrote them on bits and pieces of paper. If your only Bible consisted of the verses you can remember, how much would you have? Winston Churchill: Men occasionally stumble over the truth, but most of them pick themselves up and hurry off as if nothing happened. Will you continue to seek after truth even during difficult times or when truth is difficult to accept? 
Renewal: All through the gospel of John life describes the principle of spiritual vitality. Just as death spells separation from God, so life implies communion with Him. We are dead without Him. We live when we surrender ourselves to Him. Jesus is life. We will only find meaning when we commit to His lordship. Colossians 3:10:      and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 2 Corinthians 4:16:
Therefore we do not become discouraged (utterly spiritless, exhausted, and wearied out through fear). Though our outer man is [progressively] decaying and wasting away, yet our inner self is being [progressively] renewed day after day. Part of God’s plan is that we experience the renewing power of grace daily in our relationship with Christ.

Jessica Lynch, an American POW held in Iraq, was rescued by U.S. Special Forces. The people from her hometown of Palestine, a remote farming community in West Virginia, say that she was saved by the two mightiest forces they know: the United States military and the power of prayer. A friend of the family put it this way: I was always optimistic, when you’ve got the Lord on your side. People ‘round here have faith. We’re a praying community.      Do you know where Jessica’s parents were when they heard the news of her rescue? They were at a prayer meeting! They understood that Jesus is life itself. He’s not just an add-on or an accessory. He is life. Whether we face good times or bad, Jesus plan of reconciliation, revelation, and renewal can be lived out daily in our lives by His grace.
A few years ago a soldier returned from Viet Nam. His parents were very well to do. It was near Christmas, and they were getting ready to go out to the first of the round of parties. Just then the phone rang, It was their son letting them know he would be home for Christmas. He wanted to bring home a friend. He explained he was terribly wounded, lost both legs & one arm. His face is disfigured. Mom: That’s all right. Bring him home for a few days. Son: You don’t understand. He has nowhere to live. He has no one else. I want to bring him home & to let our home be his home. Mom: Son that just wouldn’t do. What you’re asking would be very unfair to us. Why, it would disrupt all our lives. I’m sure there are government agencies that would be more than glad to take charge of him. Look, just you hurry home for Christmas now, & then maybe you can visit him once in a while. When the parents returned home from the party, there was an urgent message from the California police: I’m very sorry to have to call you, but we have just found a young soldier dead in a motel room. His face is disfigured, & he has lost both legs & one arm. From the documents on him it would appear that he is your son. Whatever is troubling you this morning; Jesus reminds us the solution to a troubled heart is still the same: Trust in His presence, promises, and plan.  AMEN!

