THE “I AM” SAYINGS OF JESUS

#8 I Am the Alpha & Omega

November 13th, 2011 – Revelation 1:8 & 22:13
Let’s start with a bit a trivia. Who was the first man to step foot on the moon?  Neil Armstrong: July 19, 1969.        Who was the last astronaut to step foot on the moon?  Just a little more difficult. His name was Eugene Cernan: December 12th, 1972. He is not as well known as Neil Armstrong, but equally important in the history of lunar landings. When it comes to human beings who have walked on the moon, there is a first and a last. When it comes to the history of the universe, Jesus said: I am the Alpha and the Omega, in the first and last chapter of Revelation (1: 8, 17; 21:6; 22:13) This is also found three times in Isaiah (Is 41:4; 44:6; 48:12). Each describes God’s nature and character. Jesus is the first and the last the beginning and the end. Let’s begin in the first chapter of Revelation. The following four truths should be first in our thinking when we hear the word Alpha:
ALPHA GUIDANCE FROM THE FIRST CHAPTER
1. Keep things in perspective: Revelation 1:1-2: The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies to everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Revelation is a personal letter from Jesus to His Church.  What could be more treasured than a letter from Jesus?  Jesus approached John where he was. It is much like the world in which we live.  I know how I felt in 8th grade when I received a personal letter from a well known archaeologist (Dr. Leaky) encouraging me to press on. Nothing beats a personal letter from Jesus telling us to press on in HIM!  We have all been faced with something that undermines our confidence and sometimes the stability of our circumstances. I saw a bib once that said, Spit Happens! Spit happens in life. 

A woman went to the doctor’s office, where she was seen by one of the new doctors, but after about 4 minutes in the examination room, she burst out, screaming as she ran down the hall. An older doctor stopped her and asked what the problem was, and she told him her story. After listening, he had her sit down and told her to go relax in another room. The older doctor marched down hallway to the back where the first doctor was and demanded: What’s the matter with you? Mrs. Terry is 63 years old. She has four grown children and seven grandchildren, and you told her she was pregnant? The new doctor said: Does she still have the hiccups? Revelation is not about curing our hiccups, but Jesus the Alpha giving us hope—here, now, and forever.  
Often this book becomes an object of sensation or speculation.  Jesus was not saying: Here is a whole bunch of stuff you can guess about until I come again. It will be kind of fun to spin the wheel to find out which  interpretation or chart is correct  He’s saying: I desire to personally encourage you no matter what challenge you are in the middle of or no matter how uncertain the times are in which you live. I want to give you hope. I want you to see the victory through it and beyond it. It’s to help us keep life in perspective. Scripture wants us to gain a heavenly perspective.
Until this grips our heart, we will forever be driven by the nature of life lived from an earthly perspective. Life lived from an earthly perspective tends to stampede us and distress us when pressure comes on us because we figure this is the way life is going to be. Words like soon, near, and look gives us insight to what Jesus is saying to us. Whatever the struggle is, whatever uncertainty you’re facing, its brief in comparison with what life is ultimately about. Life is not ultimately about our present financial – physical – emotional – relational - or domestic stress.    Our life is not ultimately about…(we can finish it a dozen ways). He’s saying, I want you to see Me and to see whatever you are going through is not what your life is ultimately about. Let Me help you keep things in perspective. I am here in your interest, and I am committed to seeing you through it all!

If you saw a penny lying on the ground, would you bend over end pick it up? Many would not waste their time to pick up a little copper coin that is practically worthless. One man’s perspective was changed while working for Compaq Computer Corporation. Their end of the year meetings sometimes went into the early morning hours as millions of computer parts were purchased for the following year. Here is what is fascinating. They negotiated to the fraction of a penny. Why? Millions of fractions of pennies added up to hundreds of thousands of dollars. The difference between profitable or unprofitable and between success and failure in the marketplace was sometimes just a fraction of a penny. The difference between a successful or unsuccessful Christian life is keeping perspective.

Allow Jesus to help you keep things in perspective?  Will you keep a penny in your pocket as a reminder?
2. Make each day count: Revelation 1:7: Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen!      This passage does not say: He will come, but rather He is coming!  It’s in the present tense. Opportunity is short.               A couple retired to bed for the evening. The grandfather clock downstairs began to chime. Ten o clock. Eleven o clock. Twelve o clock. But it continued to sound. Thirteen o clock. Fourteen o clock. Fifteen o clock. Hearing all fifteen chimes, the husband popped his head up in amazement. His wife said, Honey, what time is it? He said:            I don’t know. But it’s later than it’s ever been before. So true about Jesus return. It’s later than it’s ever been before. There is an urgency we need to capture in our hearts.  Time is precious to the Lord. We must not waste it. 

Make the most of every opportunity that we have while we are awake to serve Christ and bring Him glory.  Don’t let something slip into your tomorrow that you can take care of in your today. Today is a special day, because it is a day of opportunities. God has a plan for our life, and today is the first day of the rest of our life. Make today count for God. Today, do our best, Today get going, Today, let your light shine before men, so they can see your good works and glorify God. Today, you can step out in faith to accomplish great things for God. 
3. Know I have everything under control: Revelation 1:8: I am the Alpha and the Omega, who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty (Rev.1:8) This is the A to Z of the Greek alphabet.  I am everything from aardvarks to zebras. I am everything from Albania to Zimbabwe. One night a Grandpa saw his granddaughter kneeling beside her bed repeating the alphabet: What are you doing? She explained: I'm praying to God, but I couldn't think of what I wanted to say. So I'm just saying all the letters. Jesus is not merely talking letters, He is saying to us that He has everything under control. The world news says, everything is out of control, the national news says, everything is out of control, even the local news has the same message that everything is out of control. In a world out of control, there is one voice that rings clear, I have everything under control!  The amazing thing about these words of encouragement, they come from someone who has been banished to live on an island prison. John, wrote this Revelation when everything seemed to be going in the wrong direction for his life and the church. 
Jesus says to us what he said to John: Your history can’t be written until I have the last word. He is the Redeemer of whatever we are going through. He is the A to Z, the Alpha and the Omega. Jesus will write the end to our story.   He will write His way no matter what the circumstances. Our response is simply, Thank you Jesus. I needed to hear that! I’ll never forget what Bob Novak said to me before he died of cancer. I am not a loser with this cancer.             I am a winner. I am going home to be with Jesus! God called him home before Christmas Eve services as the best Christmas present anyone could ever receive. It was Jesus who had the last word. Jesus will have the last word in our lives as well. Jesus is the Redeemer of WHATEVER we are going through! He has everything under control.

4. My grace can find you anywhere: Revelation 1:9: I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.  John was there because he was under persecution from the Roman government. Notice the phrase, the island of Patmos. There is something particularly significant about those words. 
Patmos, a Greek island in the Aegean Sea, is a dot on the face of this planet. It was a nowhere place. John mentions the name when people have not heard what you are talking about. A Roman penal colony less than four miles square. It was the Alcatraz of the day. Banishment to a remote island was a common form of Roman punishment.    If the crime was political, the prisoner would have limited freedom to move about the island. If the crime was religious or criminal, they were enslaved as part of hard labor, part of a chain gang in the quarries. The Emperor Domitian sent him there to punish him because of his preaching of the gospel and for refusing to worship him. Domitian instigated emperor worship as an imperial cult to hold together the expanding Roman Empire. 

People know of Patmos today but not in John’s day when he delivered this letter. It’s a great example of how the devil tries to use circumstances to discourage us, punish us, isolate us, and put us in a place where we feel unable     to continue with whatever God is trying to do through us. Nothing happens by accident in God’s economy. Jesus was visiting John, and John wanted to make a point. He was not just imparting interesting information. He was saying, You can never be in so forsaken a place that my grace won’t seek and find you anywhere! That is the heart of the message, which applies to us even if you feel that we are in a place called: confusion or despair or doubt or fear or worry or loneliness, or frustration, or that you are isolated on an island called rejection.  The same Jesus that  came to John on an island in the middle of nowhere is the same Jesus that  can meet us and find us anywhere as well with His amazing grace. Do you need grace today? How about this encouraging story:
Linda was emotionally drained since her husband had just passed away. She thought to herself, Who would watch out for the kids and herself  now? Like shoveling the driveway. The family just returned from the grocery store.
 She decided to back up the car in the driveway so that there was less distance to carry the groceries. She told her three children to go inside, get out of the cold, while she would bring in the groceries. As she pressed down on the gas pedal the car did not budge. The wheels just spun. She shifted gears. Tried to rock the car back and forth like her husband used to. Still stuck. Great. Did my car have to give me problems too? Exasperated she got out and that is when Sandie the 3 year old stood up from directly behind the car and said, Hi mom! I’m helping you get unstuck. I’ve been pushing. She made sure Sandie was inside than tried putting the car in reverse again. This time it backed us without hesitation. Who would watch out for us? She knew the answer! Jesus our Alpha says: Keep things in perspective, make each day count,  know I have everything under control, and my grace can find you anywhere!  
OMEGA GUIDANCE FROM THE LAST CHAPTER
1. The Best is yet to come: Revelation 22:12: Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. Three times (also vs. 7 & 12 & 20). Jesus says He is coming soon. A pastor was preaching a message on the return of Jesus Christ. He stepped out of the pulpit to declare a third time that Jesus is coming soon! He tripped and landed on the lap of a couple sitting in the front pew. The husband looked at his wife: Well, I guess we shouldn’t be upset. He warned us 3 times! Jesus reminds us three times in the Bibles last chapter. For the unbeliever it will be a warning for the believer it’s a word of hope. The best is yet to come!
The May 1984 National Geographic showed through color photos and drawings the swift and terrible destruction that wiped out the Roman Cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum in A.D. 79. The explosion of Mount Vesuvius was so sudden; the residents were killed while in their routine: men and women were at the market, the rich in their luxurious baths, and slaves at toil. They died amid volcanic ash and superheated gasses. It takes little imagination to picture the panic of that terrible day. The saddest part is that these people did not have to die. Weeks of rumblings and shakings preceded the actual explosion. Even an ominous plume of smoke was clearly visible from the mountain days before the eruption. If only they had been able to read and respond to Vesuvius's warning! There are similar "rumblings" in our world: warfare, earthquakes, the nuclear threat, economic woes, breakdown of the family and moral standards. All these things do point to a coming day of Judgment. People need not be caught unprepared. God warns and provides an escape to those who will heed the rumblings.   
We can’t control when we die, and we can’t control how we die. But we can choose how we respond to death.    Tony Campolo a Pastor and Professor of Sociology at Eastern University in Philadelphia asks this question:       When you were born, you cried and everybody else was happy. The only question that matters is this: When you die, will YOU be happy when everybody else is crying? There are only two of you who were present at your birth who you can guarantee will be present at your death, you and God.  May we have the attitude of the little girl who quizzed her mom after hearing about the Second Coming of  Jesus at church: Mommy, do you believe Jesus will come back? "Yes." Could he come this week? "Yes." Today?  "Yes." Could he come in the next hour? "Yes."           In a few minutes? "Yes, dear." Mommy, would you comb my hair? How ready are we this morning?
2. I am holding you together: Revelation 22:13:. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. A birthday card showed a guy in his shorts sliding down a banister. The card: as you slide down the banister of life, may all the splinters go your way. Now the truth is that splinters don’t always go our way, & life can be very painful. We need to remember that the Omega is holding us together!
I have shared this before but in case you forgot or did not hear the first time our body holds a powerful illustration  of the work of the cross. A cell adhesion protein molecule called Laminin is vital to making sure overall body structures hold together. The interesting thing about this molecule is that it is in the shape of a cross when you see it under a microscope.  Colossians 1:17: He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  Jesus holds everything together. That’s some kind of super glue! Thank God each day for the cross of Jesus Chris this week.     Revelation 22: 14-15: Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. The good news is that because of the blood of Jesus Christ we are accepted by God and allowed to stand in His presence by grace through faith. 

Revelation 22:16: I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star. Can you think of two things that are further apart? Can you think of two objects more different than a root that is in the ground & a star up in the heavens? Jesus is saying: Spiritually, I have always been. Biologically, I am the offspring of David. Nothing can uproot a Christian that is firmly rooted in Jesus Christ. The morning star does not appear until immediately before the sunrise. When the night is the darkest, that’s when the morning star appears. The Morning Star is Venus. When it does appear it is the brightest in the sky.  When we go through the toughest times in our life, Jesus is there, shining! Never forget that Jesus is holding us together.
Next time you feel your life coming apart or fell the crushing weight of life’s worries robbing you of Jesus’ peace remember the Bumble Bee. Drop one into an open tumbler and it will be there until it dies, unless it is taken out.      It never sees the means of escape at the top, but persists in trying to find some way out through the sides near the bottom. It will seek a way where none exists, until it completely destroys itself. We can be like that Bumble Bee.  We can go through life miserable and frustrated, forgetting to look up. Or we can remember Jesus has everything under control. Power to live the Christian life is found by remembering the words of  Jesus our Omega:                The best is yet to come! I am holding you together! Reflect on what it means for Jesus to be the Alpha & Omega!
It has been reported that when Lloyd C. Douglas, author of The Robe and other novels was a university student,     he lived in a boarding house. Downstairs on the first floor was an elderly, retired music teacher, now infirm and unable to leave the apartment. Douglas said that every morning they had a ritual that they would go through together. He would come down the steps, open the old man's door and ask: Well, what's the good news? The old man would pick up his tuning fork, tap it on the side of his wheelchair and say: That's middle C! It was middle C yesterday; it will be middle C tomorrow; it will be middle C a thousand years from now. The tenor upstairs sings flat, the piano across the hall is out of tune, but, my friend, that is middle C! The old man had discovered one thing upon which he could depend, one constant reality in his life, one "still point in a turning world." For us the one   "still point in a turning world," the one absolute of which there is Jesus Christ, the Alpha & Omega. AMEN!

