THE “I AM” SAYINGS OF JESUS

#9 I Am…A Child of the King 

November 20th, 2011 – Revelation 1: 12-18

Handel’s Messiah is considered one the greatest musical pieces ever composed. He wrote it during a time of debt and great despair. One night in 1741, he reflected on a piece of music by Charles Jennens, composed entirely of Scripture portions, mainly from the Old Testament. Too stirred to sleep, he got up and went to his piano. Night and day for three weeks, he wrote feverishly. He forgot sleep, food, rest. He refused to see anyone. On the day the work was finished, one friend managed to gain entrance. He was at his piano, tears flowing down his face: I did think I saw heaven open, and saw the very face of God. The first to hear the composition -- in Dublin in 1742 --gave it the greatest ovation in the city’s history. Weeks later, London heard it for the first time, and again it was a triumph.   The King was so impressed during the Hallelujah Chorus that he rose to his feet -- a custom that still prevails.       We know the words: He shall reign for ever and ever. King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Hallelujah!
The Apostle John was also in a rough place when He got a glimpse of King Jesus.  John is on the island of Patmos under Roman persecution for not worshipping the Roman Emperor Domitian. Patmos was a Roman Penal colony. Nothing could change the outward circumstances of John’s island prison. No physical escape was possible. In this place John gets a glimpse of King Jesus. Revelation 1:12-18: 12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.  17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. I believe Jesus is reminding John what it means to be: A Child of the King!
Ever been in a situation where you have wanted to escape but couldn’t? A boss asked one of his employees: Do you believe in life after death? The new employee: As a matter of fact I do. Boss: Well, then, that makes everything fine. After you left early yesterday to go to your grandmother’s funeral, she stopped in to see you. There are times in life when no escape is possible from the situation in which we find ourselves. What do we do then? It is at times like these we need to remember what it means to be:  A Child of the King!  Two thoughts this morning:
THE KING IS CLOSER THAN WE THINK!
John was writing in at least the eightieth year of his life; he might have been as old as ninety or ninety –five. The last time he saw Jesus personally was on a hill outside Jerusalem, the Mount of Olives (A.D. 30). Sixty years had passed since he saw Jesus. He tries to describe as best as he can what he saw, though words seemed to fail him. Oh, if you could have seen the blazing fire in His eyes…Oh, if your could have seen the whiteness of His hair…Oh, if you could have heard the roaring of His voice… John was overcome with a sense of majesty of the Savior. He realized that the King is closer than He thought. There is great significance in this encounter. No one knew Jesus any better than John did while Jesus was on earth. John was Jesus closest friend while on earth. Jesus asked John to take care of His mother while on the cross.  John turns to see Jesus and is overwhelmed in His presence. 

Gaze upon the majesty of Jesus: The detail with which John described Jesus appearance is not merely provided for the sake of information; it contains a message that John wanted to relay. Every feature is rich in meaning and significance. I believe John’s audience would have understood each one. So let’s take a moment to 

· His position: among the lampstands (v13). Jesus still stands at the center of His church. Jesus is in the midst of His church. He is present as Immanuel. God is with us no matter what we face in life.

· His robe: (v13). Jesus alone has the right to govern His church. The robe draped the full length of His body. The longer the robe the greater the authority. Jesus is our Prophet, Priest, and King.
· His chestband: golden sash around his chest (v.13). Only worn by those in authority. This royal ornamentation was woven of pure and refined gold. It signified the purity and perfection that are the hallmarks of a King’s rule. Jesus is in control in the impure world in which we live.
· His hair: were white like wool, as white as snow (v14). Jesus has all wisdom.  In the ancient world, white hair symbolized the respect due to the aged for the wisdom of their advanced years. Gray hair is a crown of splendor; it is attained by a righteous life (Proverbs 16:31). Who is wiser than Jesus?

· His eyes: like blazing fire (v.14). Jesus is the one who searches hearts. His eyes are ablaze with a mix of the warmth and tenderness of the love of God, and the inescapable discernment and penetrating insight. Today we might say: And his eyes had x-ray vision or his eyes burned a hole right thru me! This refers to His omnipresence.  A person pretends to be something that they’re not, and someone comes along and says, they don’t fool me, I can see right thru them!  A man was on trial for stealing a watch. The prosecution presented their best case, but there was not enough evidence. Judge: Sir, you’ve been acquitted.  Man:    Does that mean I have to give the watch back? Sometimes we can fool the jury, parents, spouse (not often) News flash: You can’t fool God! Sobering thought…the penetrating eyes of Jesus Christ. 

· His feet: like bronze glowing in a furnace (v15). Jesus is a righteous judge. In Scripture both bronze and fire stand for divine judgment. Jesus is seen with feet of judgment moving through His churches to exercise authority and punishment of sin.  He endured Calvary’s flame to be our substitute. Matthew 25:31-33:      31 When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.  34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 

Jesus issues a warning in love. It is not a prescription but a description. A prescription is something that we must do if we are to achieve a desired end. A description is a picture of the ways things are, or will be. Sheep and goats are not made sheep and goats by the judgment; they are only identified for what they are. Therefore, judgment reveals what has long been true. The deeds of mercy which the sheep performed were not works of merit, but examples and evidences of the fact they were sheep and not goats. 
A man is driving down a country road, when he spots a farmer standing in the middle of this huge field of grass. He pulls the car over to the side of the road and notices that the farmer is just standing there, doing nothing, looking at nothing. The man gets out of the car, walks out to the farmer and says, "Excuse me mister, what are you doing? “The farmer replies, "I’m trying to win the Nobel Prize. The man says “How?" The farmer says “Well, I hear they give the Nobel Prize . . . to people who are out standing in their field."
We are saved by grace through faith, but the REASON why we’re saved by grace through faith is to do good works! Judgment is not a threat of something to be feared in the future, but a warning that one day all people will be revealed for what they are now. This is the surprising truth about judgment: it depends ultimately not on what we do, or fail to do, but on what we are -- sheep or goats. 

· His voice: like the sound of rushing waters (v15) His word is irresistibly alive.  Have you ever heard the sound of rushing waters, they are deafening. That’s all you can hear. That Word is powerful like Niagara Falls. A pastor was praying one Sunday morning; there was a loud whistle from one of the back pews. Tommy’s mother was embarrassed. She pinched him into silence and said after church, Whatever made you do such a thing? Tommy replied, I asked God to teach me to whistle, and He just then did. Not a voice you would talk back too or ignore. When God speaks we must pay attention to constantly hear & obey.

· His right hand: he held seven stars (v16). Jesus is All – Powerful.  The right hand is a symbol of strength, power, and honor. These stars are in reference to the pastors or messengers of the churches.    They are in a place of honor, but they are also under His authority, strength, and protection and care.

· His mouth: came a sharp double – edged sword (v.16). Jesus is the Truth.  The Greek word here is not the same word used to describe the living and active Word of God, as in Heb. 4:12. Rather, it describes the long and heavy broad sword of the Thracians and other barbarous nations who often marched as God’s instruments of judgment over one country after another. It symbolizes the irresistible authority and devastating force of God’s Word that sets people free. We are called to Godly integrity.
· His face: like the sun shining in all its brilliance (v16). Jesus is the light.  This is a reference to the brilliance of Christ’s divine glory revealing His holiness and deity. It is a blinding light that is overpowering, yet beautiful. What a vision of Christ! When you close your eyes, is this the Christ you see? What a different view of Jesus Christ, than the one we may typically have stuck in our minds – gentle Jesus, meek and mild. I wonder if that is why a survey of ex-church members revealed the reason they stopped going to church was that they found it boring. Boring? Not this Jesus! This Jesus that was revealed to John was anything but boring wouldn’t you say?
Reflect on Majesty by Jack Hayford: Majesty, worship His Majesty .Unto Jesus, be all glory, honor and praise! Majesty, Kingdom authority, Flow from His throne, unto His own His anthem raise. So exalt, lift up on High the name of Jesus .Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, the King! Majesty, worship His Majesty, Jesus, who died, now glorified, King of all Kings! When we are in the midst of uncertain times or move through life with its daily challenges Jesus reminds us: In the relationship that we have together, you may think that you know me pretty well, but you have not seen anything yet. Lift up your head just a little higher and turn your eyes upon me because I am greater than you think, more powerful than your think, and closer than you think.  What happened after this?
THE KING HAS HIS HAND ON YOU!
Stability in an unstable world: Revelation 1:17: When I saw him, l I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last.  The hand of the Lord stabilizes us in the unstable world in which we live with all its fears and worries. A young college student had a summer job as a welder’s assistant, building a hospital. He had never welded before in his life. He was afraid of heights, and wouldn’t you know it, they put him to work welding on the seventeenth floor! Vast sections of steel beams were jutting out over nowhere. He worked, almost immobilized by fear from day to day. Finally, an “incredible hulk” of a welder he was working with looked at him and asked, What’s the matter, son? Are you scared? The young fellow said, S-s-scared? I’ve b-b-been t-t-trying to t-t-tell you for t-t-two weeks ‘I q-q-quit!’ but I c-c-couldn’t get it out of m-m-my m-m-mouth! He was scared to death. And so are a lot of people. Fear immobilizes. It also intimidates. It has been said that fear not is an expression used 365 times in the Bible, that there is one for every day of the year. That is a great thought, and really speaks of our Lord’s concern for us every single day.

Isaiah 41:10, 13: So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand…For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of     your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you. Knowing that Jesus has his hand on us gives us peace, strength, comfort, and joy to live each day without getting rattled over every little disaster that comes our way. 

In what area of your life do you need the stabilizing hand of God?  
Victory over life’s greatest enemy: Revelation 1:18: I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the Keys of death and Hades The greatest comfort of all is that Jesus holds the keys of death and Hades. It has been said, the one who holds the keys is the one who unlocks the treasure house, and this is true of the authority that Jesus has in His power. Every now and then I need to visit someone in prison. If you are ever escorted through the halls of a jail or prison, you have nothing to fear as you walk alongside the prison guard, because the guard has the keys. Jesus is the One who has charge of the prison’s keys.  Jesus alone has the power to say whether or not an individual will be admitted to Heaven or eternally excluded from Heaven. It is the sacrificial death of Jesus on Calvary’s tree that powers up the key to open Heaven’s doors - no sinner can enter there! It should be very clear to the reader of the book of Revelation, that God wants to reveal the reality of an eternal hell, and no doubt, ultimately, of that supernal place called heaven! For the believer there is nothing to fear. Jesus has given us the victory over life’s greatest enemy, death because His hand is upon us.

Every Sunday afternoon, after the morning service at their church a Pastor and his eleven year old son would go out into their town and hand out Gospel Tracts. On this rainy day he was down to his last tract. He rang the bell, but nobody answered. He kept ringing until the door slowly opened. Standing in the doorway was a very sad-looking elderly lady. She softly asked:  What can I do for you, son? With a smile that lit up her world, this little boy said: Ma'am, I'm sorry if I disturbed you, but I just want to tell you that JESUS REALLY DOES LOVE YOU, and I came to give you my very last Gospel Tract which will tell you all about JESUS and His great LOVE. He turned to leave.
Next Sunday the church had a guest.  A lady said that before last Sunday she was not a Christian. Her husband passed on some time ago, leaving her totally alone in this world. Last Sunday, being a particularly cold and rainy day, it was even more so in her heart that she came to the end of the line where she no longer had any hope or will live. So she took a rope and a chair and ascended the stairway into the attic of her home. She fastened the rope securely to a rafter in the roof, then stood on the chair and fastened the other end of the rope around her neck. Standing on that chair, so lonely and brokenhearted, she was about to leap off, when suddenly the loud ringing of the doorbell startled her. She thought, I'll wait a minute, and whoever it is will go away. She waited and waited, but the ringing doorbell seemed to get louder and more insistent, and then the person ringing also started knocking loudly. She thought: Who on earth could this be?! Nobody ever rings my bell or comes to see me. A little boy told her that JESUS REALLY DOES LOVE HER! Then he gave her this Gospel Tract that she held in her hand. She read slowly every word then went up to the attic to get that rope and chair. Said she wouldn't be needing them any more. She was now a child of the KING. Since the address of the church was on the back of tract she came personally to thank God's little angel who came just in the nick of time to spare her soul from eternity in hell. That’s victory!
Reflect on Precious Child this week by Andy Park. 1) Show me dear Lord how you see me through Your eyes, so that I can realize Your great love for me. Teach me    O Lord that I am precious in Your sight, and as a father loves his child so you love me. Chorus: I am yours because You have chosen me I’m your child because You’ve called my name. And your steadfast love will never change I will always be your precious child. 2) Show me dear Lord that I can never earn Your love that a gift cannot be earned only given. Teach me O Lord that Your love will never fade, that I can never drive away Your great mercy. Rejoice that you are a child of the king!  AMEN!
