REMEMBER THE LORDS BLESSINGS!
Thanksgiving 2011 – Deuteronomy 8:1-18
A man urgently needed to get to town. He went to a neighbor who happened to be a pastor and asked to borrow his horse. The pastor told the man that there were some special instructions required for riding this particular horse:       I have taught the horse to start when he hears the words thank you God and to stop when he hears the word amen. The man got on the horse and said: Thank you God. The horse began to move. He kept repeating this until the horse was in a full gallop. After a while he was headed straight for a cliff. He yelled Whoa! But the horse didn’t slow down.  Finally, only feet from the edge of the cliff the man remembered: Amen. With that, the horse dug in with all fours, stopping only inches from the edge of the cliff. Wiping his forehead, the man said: Thank you God!  We may never say those words to start a horse. We are to say them often as we Remember the Lord’s Blessings!
Let’s read selected verses from Deuteronomy 8: 2 Remember   how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands... 10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you.  11 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. 18 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today. 
This is from a series of farewell addresses by Moses to Israel as he prepares for his death at 120 and a new generation prepares to enter the Promised Land. Grandpa Moses is telling some stories as he passes the leadership torch to Joshua. Notice in verse 2 & 18: REMEMBER! It means to recognize, be mindful of, record, bring to remembrance, recall, remind, reflect on, and review. It also has the idea of keeping or observing. To remember something is to keep, observe, carry it out, do it. Remembering for the Jewish culture was more than bringing knowledge or facts to ones mind. By remembering one mentally reenacted and relived the story. To participate in the actual event even if you never were actually there. We are challenged to remember the Lord’s blessings as well.
At times we all have forgotten things: A couple going on vacation was standing in line waiting to check their bags at the airline counter. The man said to the wife: I wish we had brought the piano. Wife: Why? We’ve got sixteen suitcases already! He said: Yes, I know-- but the airline tickets are on the piano!  Forgetting can be costly, can’t it? Someone said: We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven. We have been preserved these many years in peace and prosperity. We have grown in numbers, wealth and power as no other nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious Hand which preserved us in peace, and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us! It behooves us then to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confess our national sins and to pray for forgiveness. Those words were spoken by our 16th President, Abraham Lincoln, almost 150 years ago.

Reasons We Might Forget God’s Blessings

What were the dangers that loomed so large in Moses’ mind? Why did he think they would forget to thank God for all the blessings they received? There were three distinct dangers mentioned that are relevant for us as well.

Prosperity – Moses recognized that prosperity was a major threat to a grateful heart. Verses 12-13:  Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied…Do you find that counting your blessings becomes harder when there are too many to count? The smaller blessings get overwhelmed by the bigger and more numerous blessings of life. It is very difficult to acknowledge our blessings when there are so many that they are overflowing into landfills regarded as worthless junk. Take a trip to the dump and I am sure you will see piles of blessings that no one wants anymore. As we possess more we may become immune to gratitude but there is another side effect: a busyness that chokes our time. The more stuff we have the less time we have for God and others. Abundance makes us busier people with little time for spiritual growth.  Prosperity can cloud our gratitude and steal our time. Moses was afraid that his people would fall into this pit of satisfaction and spiritual contentment.
Pride – The two are so connected they are really one, but I wanted to deal briefly with pride on its own. As it continues in v. 14 …then your heart will become proud, and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. Pride emerging out of prosperity will cause us to forget what God has done for us. With Israel it blinded them to the miracle of the Exodus, to the trek across an unforgiving wilderness, and to the provision of God to sustain them. Something about having enough and more than enough brings out a feeling of self-reliance. With that feeling we also adopt a sense of spiritual satisfaction. We have plenty of food to eat, possessions all around us, a happy family…we must be doing well in our walk of faith.  I came across a poem DIRTY DISHES: Thank God for dirty dish, they have a story to tell, and by the stack I have, it seems we are living pretty well. While people of other countries are starving, I haven’t the heart to fuss for by this stack of evidence, God’s awfully good to us. Pride has a tendency to forget who the source of all things really is.

Personal Accomplishment – It is no surprise that pride is closely connected to the feeling of personal accomplishment.  Moses perceived that they would say in verse 17: My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me. What defines us in society? Our work, what we do, what we earn and what we have.    Worth is based not in what a person is, but what a person has. Stuff that we accumulate defines our worth and when we have a lot of it, our worth is overvalued. God becomes insignificant and a distant thought in terms of gratitude. We forget that there is a deep connection between hard work and God’s abundant provision. We think prosperity is something that we have accomplished. Moses said in verse 18: But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today. God wanted the people to prosper and succeed and know joy, and if they lost their sense of gratitude, they would become miserable. He is concerned about our joy!  These are 3 reasons we can forget Gods blessings!
Reasons for Acknowledging God’s Blessings
                                                                                                                                                  Remember Where You Have Been: Moses reminded Israel to remember the purpose of the desert experience. The wilderness was God’s school. They were being educated how to be salt and light to the nations. This was God’s T – L – C program (not tender loving care). T is for testing. God tested them to see what was in their heart. L is for leanness. God caused them to hunger and then fed them with manna. Their cloths did not wear out nor did their feet swell. They learned to experience the faithfulness of God as He supplied all their need.            C is for correction. Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the LORD your God disciplines you... They experienced the Fatherly love of God. Never pleasant, but necessary for our education. As Israel remembered God’s T – L – C experiences in the wilderness their hearts would be moved toward thanksgiving.
Remember the history of Risen Christ.  In almost 30 years of ministry we find that God has provided three Pastors’ and one missionary so that through Word & Sacrament ministry the Gospel of the forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ might be brought to this community. We can be grateful for the many servants God has used over the years to share the love of Jesus Christ in many ways. As we sit here tonight and remember, our overwhelming response can only be one of praise and thanksgiving to God’s faithfulness and grace. 

Remember our own personal lives.  As we step back we might remember when we were sick or discouraged.        We may have felt no one really cared. As time went on God, perhaps through another person, helped us, encouraged us, and healed us. It is easy to go on with our lives and forget to look back at the times the Lord helped us through difficulties with our families, finances, or jobs, our health, and the list goes on. At 53, I have five decades to remember. Some have more or less. I encourage you to take your own journey. During my youth I had an earthly father who was very ill, led to appreciate a Heavenly Father who loves to heal. In my 20’s, a car accident in which I almost lost my life, led to a greater awareness of God’s mercy & forgiveness. A knee injury playing college football, led to circumstances surrounding finding future life partner in Connie. In our first pastorate the death of a teenager, Matt Hughs, led to the understanding to bloom where you are planted. Two kidney stones made me realize God has a sense of humor (Connie were even), led to drink more water. Loss of both parents, led me to discover the truth of Psalm 23 in a very personal way. Michael with his tonsils and Sara with Crohns has led to a greater appreciation for life’s precious moments. We can’t afford to forget where we have been. It is in the past where our loving Heavenly Father has proved His mercy, grace, and faithfulness over and over again in our own personal lives and His church.
Remember Where You Are Today: Moses said to Israel, that they were so close to the Promised Land. Verses 6&7: Observe the commands of the LORD your God, walking in his ways and revering him. For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land…They were right on the edge! The only way that they made it this far was by the grace of God. Not a single one of them could have made it this far by themselves. They must continue to walk by faith. Remember where they are now. TODAY is my gift to you that is why its called the PRESENT.
Remember where we are right now at Risen Christ. How would we have felt if we came to church this evening and found it boarded up? If Bibles and religious books had been gathered and burned? No classes for children, youth,   or adults. No Sunday worship or special services. What a privilege it is to hear the message of the Gospel of God’s forgiving love in Jesus Christ. To receive the body and blood of Christ and have fellowship with the living God. Think of all the people here that have had an influence on you life. The time of fellowship after service, or in a small group. The doors are open today.  Lives are being touched right now with the message of God’s love and forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ. We give thanks for where we are right now in God’s plan for Risen Christ! 
What about our own lives? How grateful are we for where we are Now? Today? If you were to draw up a list of things for which you are thankful, what would you put on the list? For me let me share the following:
I am thankful that I enjoy the blessing of living in the United States of America Yet here are conversations like this one every day in checkout lines. How you doing? Aw, just hardly getting by. Got that right! Things sure are bad! You look down at the shopping cart of Mr. & Mrs. Just Barely Getting By and you notice that life is not really all that bad (meat, vegetables, milk, potatoes, junk food…) Ever said that? Think about these sobering thoughts:
If you own one Bible, you are abundantly blessed, because 1/3 of the people in the world have none.
If you have more health than illness you are more blessed than 1 million who will not survive the week.

If we have never experienced the danger of war, prison, torture, or starvation we’re more fortunate than 500 million.

If we have food, cloths, a place to sleep, $20 in our pocket, we’re richer than 75% of the world.

The United States with 5% of the population has 85% of the wealth. God has blessed America.

I am thankful for physical blessings even those that seem unpleasant. Troy Mason writes …I am Thankful For.....
 ....the taxes I pay because it means I’m employed. 
....the clothes that fit a little too snug because it means I have enough to eat. 
....my shadow who watches me work because it means I am out in the sunshine. 
....a lawn that needs raking, windows that need cleaning and gutters that need fixing because it means I have a home. 
....the spot I find at the far end of the parking lot because it means I am capable of walking. 
....my huge heating bill because it means I am warm. 
....all the complaining I hear about our government because it means we have freedom of speech. 
....the lady behind me in church who sings off key because it means that I can hear. 
....the piles of laundry and ironing because it means my loved ones are nearby. 
....the alarm that goes off in the early morning hours because it means that I’m alive. 
....the weariness and aching muscles at the end of the day because it means I have been productive.
I love the prayer of this boy, Thank you, Lord, for my glasses. They keep the boys from hitting me & the girls from kissing me. There is always something for which to be thankful even those that seem most unpleasant at the time.

I am thankful for every spiritual blessing. I loves David’s list in Psalm 103:2-5: Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits-who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. David knew what was important didn’t he? He doesn’t begin by thanking God for making him King. He doesn’t mention that Israel had become the strongest nation in the world. He begins by thanking God for forgiving His sins. That is the most precious gift that any of us can ever receive. God the Father, through his Son, Jesus Christ, has provided the way for our sins to be forgiven. 
Philippians 2:14-15: Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe.    

Whenever one husband starts whining his wife always says to him, Would you like some cheese with your whine? It makes him realize that he is whining and needs to stop. Complaining makes us miserable. Complaining is the archenemy of thanksgiving. How about making a commitment tonight to be more sensitive to this sin!
Two old friends bumped into one another on the street. One of them looked sad, almost on the verge of tears. His friend asked: What has the world done to you, my old friend? The sad fellow said: Three weeks ago, an uncle died and left me forty thousand dollars. Two weeks ago, a cousin I never even knew died, and left me eighty-five thousand. Sounds like you’ve been blessed.... Response: You don’t understand! Last week my great-aunt passed away. I inherited almost a quarter of a million. Now he was really confused. Then, why do you look so glum!      This week... nothing!  The most important step in developing inner peace is to quit complaining and start praising. That’s the battle. We can complain or praise. A positive, thankful person is a great witness in this dark world. We only shine when we are thankful. Instead of looking at the negatives and complaining, look at the positives and give thanks. I challenge you to try for a month and see what happens!
A pastor and his wife invited a new young couple in the church over for Thanksgiving dinner. As the couple entered the home, they smelled the wonderful turkey and all the trimmings in the kitchen. As the four made their way to the dining room table, there was a great feast before them! But as the young wife scanned the table, she noticed something out of place. Among the turkey, dressing, casseroles, and pies were three Chinese takeout cartons and a plate of egg rolls! The Pastor said: I know what you're thinking, Why is there Chinese takeout on the table? You see, 23 years ago on Thanksgiving Day, my dear wife burned the turkey and started a fire in our kitchen! In fact, our entire kitchen nearly caught fire and the whole Thanksgiving meal was charred black! So after the fire department left, we ordered Chinese takeout and that was our Thanksgiving meal! And every year since, we've had Chinese takeout as a part of our meal to remind us to be thankful for what we have! What helps you remember?                   Use The Holy Alphabet this Thanksgiving to help you: Remember the Lord’s Blessings!  AMEN!

The Holy Alphabet 

Although things are not perfect  Because of trial or pain  Continue in thanksgiving  Do not begin to blame 
Even when the times are hard  Fierce winds are bound to blow  God is forever able  Hold on to what you know 
Imagine life without His love  Joy would cease to be  Keep thanking Him for all the things  Love imparts to thee 
Move out of 'Camp Complaining' No weapon that is known  On earth can yield the power  Praise can do alone 
Quit looking at the future  Redeem the time at hand   Start every day with worship   To 'thank' is a command 
Until we see Christ coming  Victorious in the sky   We'll run the race with gratitude  X alting God most high 
Yes, there'll be good times and yes some will be bad, but... Z ion waits in glory...where none are ever sad!  

