JOYFUL LIVING IN A GRUMPY WORLD
#1 Security In An Insecure World 
January 15th, 2012 - Philippians 1:1-6

We begin a new series this morning from the book of Philippians: Joyful Living In A Grumpy World.   Life is not just meant to be endured but enjoyed. Do you think that most people really enjoy life? What about you?  It has been my observation that many people are not happy because of their perspective on life. They have been led to believe that life should be a certain way for them. They have developed certain expectations concerning what a rewarding life should be like. They have expectations concerning their standard of living, their marriage, their children, their career, their church, and so on. The real question is whether these expectations are realistic. If we have false expectations, what we really have are illusions. Illusion always leads to disillusion. As we gain God’s perspective on life our perspective will change and our level of enjoyment will rise. This is one of the most encouraging books in the Bible to help us live joyful Christ –centered lives in a grumpy world.
All of us have basic needs. These are needs that are common to all people. One of these needs is security. You can see this most clearly in little children. Children need the security of a stable home life. They need to know that they are loved. They need to know that they will not be left alone. We do not outgrow this need for security. Paul begins his letter by describing how we can develop: Security In a Insecure World!
A very insecure pastor attended a conference. A very dynamic speaker began his message:  The best years of my life were spent in the arms of a woman that was not my wife. The crowd was shocked. He continued: And that woman was my mother. This pastor attempted to use this joke in his sermon. The congregation gasped after he said:         The best years of my life were spent in the arms of a woman that was not my wife. Standing insecurely for several seconds: …and I can’t remember who she was. Insecurity is not a good feeling. It leads to anxiety, fear, and even depression. Life can be threatening. We don’t want face it alone. There are many more ways in which people attempt to find security. People try to buy security with their money. People consult astrologers. Nancy Reagan would determine her husband’s schedule in that way. Some people hang a talisman around their neck, hoping to ward off evil. We all need a sense of security. Read with me the first six verses of Philippians:
1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons: 2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Paul mentions three characteristics of a secure believer:
Realize Our Purpose: Bloom Where You’re Planted!
Paul says in verse one & two: … servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons:  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We are grace empowered servants that realize they real purpose in life. A little girl went fishing one time with her daddy. After a period of time she threw down her fishing pole and started to walk away. The father asked: What’s the matter?     She replied: Nothing, except I can’t seem to get waited on. We all love to be waited on, don’t we? A servant is not an office or a role. It’s an identity. If we confuse our identity with our role we devalue Jesus sacrifice on the cross. Roles are temporary and performance based. Many people walk around feeling like failures because they have not measured up in their role as a student, father, mother, or employee. Roles do not measure our worth!

Identity is permanent and grace based. Our identity cannot be taken away when we fail or do not measure up. Grace is receiving God’s blessing when we deserve His blast. Many still don’t get what grace is all about. I talk to people who tell me that they still feel unworthy as Christians. Let these words soak in: God wants to give us grace and the peace that flows from His favor. We don’t have to live with guilt and shame. Grace guts our guilt and peace pulverizes our shame. We are all unworthy, but we are not worthless. A servant is vastly different from the role of a volunteer. Volunteers choose the agenda.and define the terms of their service.  A servant does not serve because it’s popular or comfortable. Often it’s inconvenient doing God’s will. Do you see yourself as volunteer or servant?  

It is out of that servant mindset that we are able to fulfill our purpose in Christ. This was a real letter written to real people living in a real place. Paul’s first visit to Philippi is recorded in Acts 16. There he meets Lydia the seller of purple by the riverside and she puts her faith in Christ. Then he casts a demon out of a young girl and for this act of kindness is thrown in jail. About midnight, while Paul and Silas were singing hymns, an earthquake shook the prison and opened the doors. The jailer starts to freak out and asks the question we all need to ask at some point:     Sirs, what must I do to be saved? Paul: Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.

The jailer trusts Christ and Paul baptizes him and his family in the middle of the night. I love verse 34: He was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God – he and his whole family.  Soon after that he leaves town.
From that small beginning a church was born. And a bond was formed that would never be broken.

Ten years later Paul found himself in prison in Rome awaiting trial before Caesar. He was under a type of house arrest, which meant he was watched by the Praetorian Guard (a group of elite Roman soldiers). He was evidently chained to a guard at all times. However, he wasn’t in solitary confinement, which meant he could receive visitors, and could even preach and teach while in prison. When the Philippian church heard about his imprisonment, they sent a much-loved leader named Epaphroditus to Rome with a monetary gift for Paul’s personal needs. While in Rome Epaphroditus became sick and nearly died. When word got back to the Philippians they were naturally very concerned.  Eventually Epaphroditus returned to health and Paul sent him back to Philippi carrying a brief thank-you note to the church. That brief note is the New Testament book of Philippians. Its tone is spontaneous, warm and personal and intended to be read in its entirety. I encourage you to read this once a week for the next three months.  
They were called to bloom where they were planted.  The implication is not simply that they happened to be at that specific location. They were there to do God’s work in that place. This means we are in our neighborhood for a redemptive reason and our position at work or school serves as a platform for us to be salt and light.  We need to bloom where we’re planted. God has each of us here right now for such a time as this. Whether you want to be in your location is irrelevant. You are there and God has a purpose and plan.  Mordecai said to Queen Esther:  And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this? (Esther 4:14). If God moves you to another geographical area at some point, that’s OK too, because He will reveal His purposes for you in that place.  
I really struggled with this in my first pastorate in Meeker and Rangely, Colorado. Lord, what am I doing here in two towns of 1500 people?  Meeker did not even have a traffic light. I’m a city boy. Both churches combined did not average worship more than twenty on a given Sunday. I only had one high school student in confirmation class, but we met faithfully. We served there three years and moved to New York. One day I got a phone call:  Pastor, Matt was flying in an air plane. They were doing stunts. Plane went out of control and he was killed. After the shock wore off and a few tears were shed, I was able to comfort the family with the Good News that my only confirmation student placed his trust in Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior. There is great security in knowing that places and circumstances may change but our purpose remains the same: Bloom where we are planted!

Do you see this? Do you see that you are placed in a specific location by divine Providence? God has a purpose for our life in this place. The rule of thumb is that a congregation needs anywhere from 120 – 150 average worship to support one fulltime pastor. Presently we are a number of souls shy of that. This presents some challenges for ministry when there are limited financial resources. This does not, however, nullify the call to bloom where we are planted. You are where God wants you to be.  The real question is what are you going to do here? Many Christians just sit and wait. What are you waiting for? Do you think that God is going to hit you over the head? Are you waiting for some miraculous sign? Quit waiting! Start acting. God doesn’t steer parked cars. When you get moving, God will start guiding.  God has a purpose for our life –– to bloom where you are planted. That brings security.
Relish the Partnership: Remember The Best Forget the Rest!
Paul says in verses three through five: 3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now… Paul was excited, not about things, but about people. He recognized that there were people who were standing behind him and supporting him. Paul remembered his past with gratitude.  What do you remember about yesterday? The good or the bad experiences?  Paul did not have an easy time in Philippi. He was arrested illegally, whipped, humiliated, thrown in prison and asked to leave town. Paul could have dwelt on the negative and remembered the painful memories. 
He chose to remember the best in people and life’s circumstances and forget the rest. Helen Mallicot wrote: I was regretting the past and fearing the future suddenly my Lord was speaking: When you live in the past with its mistakes and regrets, it is hard. I am not there. My name is not I was. When you live in the future with its problems and fears, it is hard. I am not there. My name is not I will be. When you live in this moment it is not hard. I am there. My name is I am. Maybe you have, in your past, been hurt by a parent or a partner and you're still holding on to that hurt. As a result you can't enjoy them today. You're still focusing on the bad and the negative. Be grateful for the good in people. Pleasant memories are a choice. We can choose what we’re going to remember. I'm not saying that you deny the hurts you've had or that you excuse the weaknesses in other people. Remember the best, forget the rest. 
The quickest way to change a relationship from negative to positive is to start thanking God in prayer for people. This will do two things: change your attitude and change them. Positive praying is much more powerful than positive thinking. People may resist our advice and spurn our appeals and reject our suggestions and not listen to our help, but they are powerless against our prayers. Paul’s gratitude was seasoned with joy.  He uses the words “joy” and “rejoice” 14 times in 104 verses.  Paul was so focused on Jesus he was able to experience joy in the midst of a dirty and depressing prison. Joy is different than happiness. Happiness is often tied to circumstances. When things go well, we are happy; when they tank, we go in the tank. Joy comes not from circumstances but from the Savior. Whenever you pray for someone, begin by thanking God for them. Thank God for the role they’ve played in your life, for all that they’ve done for you, for the good things they’ve done for others. Even if you’re having conflict with this person, thank God that he or she is giving you the opportunity to grow spiritually, learn forgiveness, be more patient, and on and on. If you try, you can find something to be thankful for in just about anyone. Anyone can pray “against” another person. But only God can give us the grace to pray “for” them instead.
Paul appreciated people's loyalty… partnership in the gospel from the first day until now… Partnership is the word that is often translated fellowship. For most of us fellowship means eating donuts, I mean cookies, in the Fellowship Hall and talking about sports or other activities we’re interested in.  The word ‘fellowship’ originally had commercial overtones. If two men bought a boat and started a fishing business, they were said to be in koinonia –a formal business partnership. They shared a common vision and invested together to make that vision become a reality. True Christian fellowship means sharing the same vision of getting the gospel to the world, and then investing personally to make it happen…when Paul thanks God for the ‘fellowship’ of the Philippians, he is thanking God that from the very first day of their conversion, they rolled up their sleeves and got involved in the advance of the gospel. True fellowship means putting the gospel first as the controlling motive of our life and then doing whatever it takes to spread the life-changing message to the ends of the earth. 
Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel. The many loyal people here at Risen Christ make the blessing of Proclaiming Christ to a Changing World possible! We need one another.  We can’t do it alone! If you are trying to handle life alone, you are not going to feel very secure. We don’t have all the wisdom we need to make the right decision in every circumstance. We don’t have all the knowledge we need. We don’t have all the abilities we need. We don’t have all the resources we need. We don’t have it all and we can’t do it all. 

Who has been loyal to you? Somebody at work, church, or a spouse?  Maybe they didn't do anything really spectacular, but time and again again, when they had every opportunity to walk out on you, they didn't. They hung in there. When you were going through the bankruptcy, the crisis at work, the change in careers, when you were just being a jerk -- they stayed with you. You ought to appreciate that! They haven't left and they've had plenty of good reasons. To enjoy relationships, you've got to focus on others strengths and not their weaknesses. With some it takes a lot of creativity. Remember the best and forget the rest.  Sometimes we don’t like to admit that, but it is true.  We are not alone! God never intended for us to have to do it alone. He wants you to sense the security that comes from knowing there are faithful people in partnership with you. We need to relish the relationships we have in these people. Thank God for them. Draw upon their support. Depend on them and be one yourself.

Rely on the Process:  Trust God to Finish What He Started!
Memorize verse 6 this week: being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Confident means to be fully persuaded and completely convinced.          We are to trust God to finish what He started. We are all under construction. We are all a work in progress.
God never starts something that he cannot finish. Ever begin a project around the house, and often, about halfway through, temporarily quit with the intention to finish later. The problem is, later may or may not ever come.           Do we always finish what we start?  The good news is that since God isn’t finished yet, we have great hope for the future. The bad news is that since God isn’t finished yet, he won’t let us stay as we are today. He’s going to keep chipping away at us until we are conformed to the image of Jesus Christ.  In spite of the hang-ups, faults, bad decisions, sins, and all the circumstances that we face in life. 
Trust God to finish what He started in our life. Someday we will stand before Jesus —complete in every way. We’re a far sight from that today. What is incomplete will be made complete. What is unfinished will be finished. What is lacking will be made full. What is partial will be made whole. What is broken will be fixed. What is hurt will be healed. Do you find yourself going through life defeated? Rise and walk God is not finished with you yet.    If you’ve been sent to the bench for a personal foul, learn the lesson God has for you and then get back in the game. Learn to cut yourself some slack. We can be secure in the fact that God is going to present us before his throne faultless. He who sees the end from the beginning already sees us as glorified through Christ. Nothing and no one can take that away from us. Our eternal destiny is secure through the finished work of Christ. You can count on it. 
Drive slowly people under construction ahead: Cut others some slack. We need to be patient with people's progress, and in all our relationships inside and outside the church, while allowing for growth and development. Otherwise, by the time others meet our conditions we will have still another condition for them to meet. The Christian life is a process. We're all becomers, we're all growing. A young man’s fiancé had broken off their engagement. But a couple of months later, he received the following letter from her: Dearest Jimmy, No words could ever express the great unhappiness I’ve felt since breaking our engagement. Please say you’ll take me back. No one could ever take your place in my heart, so please forgive me. I love you! Yours forever, Marie.P.S: And congratulations on winning the state lottery. We must learn to cut others some slack. They are in process just like we are. The common mistake is we tend to judge people on the basis of how far they have to go rather than how far they have come.  Paul believed no person was hopeless. He never gave up on people. This is a great promise of God. Claim it for your kids, your spouse, and yourself. Faith is expecting the best from other people. There's tremendous power in faith. We are shaped by expectations. We tend to live up to what other people expect of us. Other people tend to live up to what they think we expect of them. Trust God to finish what He started. Three prospectors vowed to keep their discovery of gold to themselves as they came into town for supplies. A crowd of people still followed them. The expression on their faces had given them away. Their faces were aglow in anticipation of the wealth that soon would be theirs. People knew that they must have found something very special. So a crowd followed them out of town.  Secure Christians radiate the joy of Christ and no doubt that will get the attention of a grumpy world.  AMEN!
